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THE ISSUE AT HAND  Brendan Looyenga

If you’ve made it this far into the 

January edition of Beacon Lights, 

you probably noticed that the mag-

azine you are holding in your hands 

looks a bit different than what it 

has for some time. Most obviously, 

it’s smaller and printed on different 

paper stock, which reflects a deci-

sion by the Beacon Lights staff to 

start something new with the open-

ing of the 2022 calendar year. Inside 

the magazine you’ll see a few more 

graphics, some updates to the reg-

ular content, and a different layout 

than we’ve used for the past several 

years. The changes are certainly not 

so great as to make the magazine 

feel unfamiliar to our current sub-

scribers, but hopefully they provide 

a fresh look and feel that will stimu-

late your interest going forward. 

This month we have the priv-

ilege of publishing three feature 

articles authored exclusively by 

young people from the Protestant 

Reformed churches. These articles 

represent several of the winning 

essays submitted for the annual 

scholarship competition sponsored 

by the Federation of Protestant 

Reformed Young People’s Societies. 

The writing prompts provided to 

authors are included before each 

article for the benefit of readers. 

Though only a few of the articles 

submitted for the competition can 

be published in one issue of Beacon 

Lights, we thank God for the many 

young people who participated in 

this contest since they represent the 

future teachers and preachers in our 

denomination, Lord willing.

In addition to the feature articles 

from the scholarship writing com-

petition, this issue of Beacon Lights 

includes fresh content in our standing 

rubrics. This month, the Current 

Events article tackles the concept of 

“bodily autonomy” that has become 

such a buzzword in our culture, seek-

ing to explain what this term means 

and what Scripture has to say about 

it. Our Devotional continues its series 

on the book of Luke, now focusing 

its third installment on Christ’s min-

istry and miracles. Finally, we are 

also rolling out the first article in a 

new rubric on the minor prophets 

for this year. We are thankful to 

welcome Prof. Doug Kuiper as the 

author for this new rubric and look 

forward to his introduction to some 

of the less familiar biblical writers 

who served as mouthpieces of God 

to the Old Testament church.

As always, we give thanks to God 

for the beginning of a new year of 

publication for Beacon Lights. May 

his name be praised in this maga-

zine and in the lives of the young 

people—HIS “beacon lights”— 

it represents!  

New beginnings
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It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are 

not consumed, because his compas-

sions fail not. They are new every 

morning: great is thy faithfulness.  

–Lamentations 3:22–23

The verse that opens this article is 

among the most treasured in all of 

Scripture for believers who are living 

amidst difficult circumstances. It 

is frequently the chosen word of 

God that pastors and elders bring 

to grieving families who have just 

laid a beloved member in the grave, 

or to parents who are struggling to 

understand God’s purpose in giving 

them a wayward child. Perhaps this 

verse is one that strengthens your 

hope when you recall it to mind 

during trials in your life. This has 

certainly been true for me.

As is so often the case with even 

the most familiar Bible passages, 

however, it’s easy to overlook the 

  
  

New mercies
Brendan Looyenga

EDITORIAL

context of this beloved verse when we 

meditate upon its comforting words. 

Even if we do know the broader 

background to Lamentations 3, we 

might be tempted to skip over the 

other parts of the chapter in which 

Jeremiah describes some of the 

reasons for suffering. But removing 

the promises of God’s mercy and 

faithfulness from the rest of the 

chapter significantly decreases their 

value and may even tempt us to 

draw conclusions that run contrary 

to the broader point that God was 

making through Jeremiah.

As we begin this new year, let us 

see this verse about “new mercies” 

in its full context and learn to draw 

the correct conclusions about our 

God, who is both merciful and just 

in all his ways.

Jeremiah wrote the book of 

Lamentations while sitting in the 
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ruins of the once glorious city 

of Jerusalem, which was by then 

reduced to little more than a pile 

of rubble. Virtually nothing of 

its former grandeur was left. The 

temple was destroyed, the royal 

palaces were sacked, the walls were 

leveled, and the inhabitants were 

taken away into captivity. All that 

was left was a barely habitable 

shamble populated with the vaga-

bonds and castoffs of society who 

had no use to the Babylonians. 

This terrible judgment was no 

surprise to Jeremiah. He had 

prophesied that devastation was 

coming and urged Judah to repent 

of her sins. To no avail. Jeremiah’s 

entire ministry was a struggle, 

and it ended in similar misery (vv. 

1–17). All he saw through his own 

eyes were the bitter consequences 

of sin and the just punishments of a 

holy God who will not ignore iniq-

uity. This truth comes out clearly in 

the second half of Lamentations 3. 

In these verses, Jeremiah acknowl-

edges that God is sovereign and 

just in the bitter chastisements he 

brings to his wayward people (vv. 

37–54). Hard circumstances are 

not random; God ordains them for 

a purpose.

This broader context helps us to 

better understand the definition 

of mercy that Jeremiah had in 

mind. What he is talking about in 

Lamentations 3:22 is not a mercy 

that simply relieves people of 

difficult circumstances. Rather, it 

is the mercy that saves them from 

the consuming anger of God him-

self! Even though Jeremiah doesn’t 

fully spell it out in this passage, we 

know that the only mercy that can 

spare us from being consumed by 

the holiness of God is found in the 

person and work of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. We could just as well say, 

“It is of Jesus Christ that we are not 

consumed because his compassions 

fail not. Great is his faithfulness!”

In this year—the year of our 

Lord 2022—we are perhaps finally 

coming to grips with how much 

we need the daily mercies of God 

in Christ Jesus. Over the past 

year, members of the Protestant 

Reformed Churches (PRC) have 

lived through a series of trials that 

most of us have never experienced 

before. The majority of members in 

the PRC are too young to remember 

the controversy and painful split 

that occurred in 1953, and many 

of us have rarely experienced the 

departure or removal of a pastor 

from his office in response to disci-

pline. The fallout of the controversy 

and schism that rocked the PRC 

this past year is simply unprece-

dented for most members and has 

left many of us—especially young 

people—grasping for answers.

God forbid that we should be 

so blind and proud as to ask for 

his mercy to relieve us from our 

present circumstances without first 

acknowledging our sins before his 

just and holy presence. It is so very 
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easy to point our fingers at others or 

to pick up stones to cast. It is tempt-

ing to justify our own behaviors and 

actions during a time of controversy 

and schism. But are we listening to 

God’s word in this? Here is what 

Jeremiah had to say about that.

Let us search and try our ways, 

and turn again to the Lord. Let 

us lift up our heart with our 

hands unto God in the heavens. 

We have transgressed and have 

rebelled: thou hast not pardoned. 

Thou hast covered with anger, 

and persecuted us: thou hast slain, 

thou hast not pitied (vv. 40–43).

God’s chastisement can be shock-

ing, but it is given to us for good 

reason. Chastisement is God’s way 

of turning us away from our sins 

and back to the right paths of his 

word. In its own way, the pain 

we are experiencing right now is 

merciful. Merciful to make us look 

at ourselves, to see the sin that 

dwells in our hearts, and to turn 

us away from evil and back to God 

in repentance.

The truth of this text—that God’s 

chastisement is merciful—has a 

particular application for young 

people in the church today. This 

application can be found in verse 

27, which states, “It is good for a 

man that he bear the yoke in his 

youth.” While it may be thoroughly 

unenjoyable to carry the yoke of 

chastisement as a young person, the 

experience of trials and difficulties 

in this phase of life has a way of 

working patience, humility, and 

spiritual maturity that doesn’t 

happen as readily when life is peace-

ful and easy (see also Rom. 5:3–5). I 

increasingly see these traits in many 

of the Protestant Reformed young 

people I know. Living through tur-

moil in the church may be a hard 

way to grow up, but I thank God 

that he is working good amidst 

much sorrow. Such are his ways.

No matter how difficult the cir-

cumstances may be in your life or 

in the church, you can be assured 

that God will hear your prayers 

for help. Jeremiah found that to be 

true when he called on God out of 

the “low dungeon” of his misery 

(v. 55). While God did not imme-

diately restore Jerusalem or end the 

captivity, he instead gave Jeremiah 

something even more valuable. 

That something was a sense of his 

presence and the confidence that he 

was in control. All this with two 

short words.

Fear not. 

The confidence to live without 

fear, which comes from knowing 

God’s forgiveness in Christ, will 

also allow us to move on in our 

lives despite the stabs of pain that 

continue to be felt from the split in 

our denomination. God be praised 

that we have another word from the 

prophet Jeremiah, this time from 

an earlier letter he sent to the grand 

city of Babylon, where the first 

group of God’s people had been 

taken (Jer. 29:1–23). In this letter, 
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Jeremiah urged those who had gone 

into captivity to move on with their 

lives instead of looking back over 

their shoulders at what had been (vv. 

5–7). This call to simple, daily faith-

fulness—building houses, tending 

to our daily work, caring for our 

families, and praying for peace—is 

exactly what we need right now too. 

We may rightfully mourn the loss 

of brothers and sisters who have 

departed, but we should not let that 

overshadow the goodness of God 

given to us in Christ. 

As you pray for new mercies each 

day this year, remember the promise 

that God gives to all his people as 

they learn to move on in altogether 

new circumstances of life.

For I know the thoughts that I 

think toward you, saith the Lord, 

thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 

to give you an expected end.  

–Jeremiah 29:11  

The pace of change today is stagger-

ing, as are the effects on human life, 

heart, mind, soul, and body. Yet the 

Bible says Jehovah never changes 

(Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8). How 

does the unchanging character of 

God comfort you? How will you 

apply this truth to the children of 

God as you labor with them?

 
The unchanging Father
Jori Baas

We all know that feeling, the 

feeling of beginning something new, 

the anxiety that often comes with 

change. Old and young alike, we 

all face change to varying degrees 

in our lives. Whether it be a new 

job, a new school, going off to 

college, a first date, starting a new 

sport, moving into a new house, 

 

Jori is a member of Southwest Protestant Reformed Church and is a 

junior in the elementary education program at Cornerstone University
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a different church, a new group 

of friends, being put in a nursing 

home, discovering a chronic illness, 

getting married, or becoming a 

parent, each of these events involves 

change, change from what we like 

to call “normal.” Change can also 

be an end to something, such as 

quitting or losing one’s job, losing a 

loved one, or graduating. In today’s 

society, the pace of change is rapid. 

Technology is constantly coming 

up with new and better models. 

Fashion trends are always coming in 

and out of style. Daily we are being 

reminded of changes in our country 

through the news: a new president, 

a new disease, new rules and regula-

tions, and so forth. Even the church, 

a place of solitude, faces change. 

Change is inevitable and can easily 

become overwhelming. It will affect 

our minds, bodies, and souls. So 

how do we as Christians respond to 

change? Our response ought to be 

biblical, and it also ought to reflect 

to those around us that we place 

our trust in a God who is far greater 

than any sudden change that may 

come our way; we trust in the I AM, 

Jehovah, our covenant God.

How we respond to change in 

our personal life will reflect itself in 

our interactions with others. If we 

respond to difficult changes with 

bitterness and anger, questioning 

God, we are no different from the 

world around us. By nature, this is 

our response. However, as regener-

ated children of God we have the 

calling to respond differently. We 

are called, and graciously equipped, 

to respond to changes in our lives 

with humble hearts that trust God’s 

perfect plan. Thus, as individuals, 

we need to be well-equipped and 

ready to face change.

That preparation begins with 

the word of God. In order to face 

change, we must first understand 

what God says about change. Under 

divine inspiration, Solomon writes 

about change in Ecclesiastes 3:1–8. 

This well-known passage depicts 

the many changes that we endure in 

our lifetime. There are times for joy 

and laughter, and times of sorrow 

and weeping; times of gain and 

times of loss. God never promises 

us that he will only bless us with 

good changes. In fact, he tells us 

that we will suffer as his children, 

and we will endure chastisement 

under his loving and fatherly hand.  

However, in the same word in which 

he reminds us that we will endure 

seasons of hardship and change, we 

are also assured that our heavenly 

Father is unchangeable; he is I AM 

and his promises will never fail.

Understanding God to be our 

unchangeable God is important 

armor necessary to fight against 

temptations that come with change. 

God reminds us of his immutabil-

ity in Malachi 3:6 when he says, 

“For I am the Lord, I change not; 

therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 

consumed.” What a comfort that 

word is to us! Because our sovereign 
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God who rules and governs every 

detail of our lives changes not, we 

will not and cannot be consumed. 

No matter how hard Satan tries, 

he cannot take us from the hands 

of our God, for God’s promises of 

our salvation cannot be thwarted. 

God’s love for us will not change. 

His very name, Jehovah, Lord, the 

I AM THAT I AM, reminds us of 

that blessed truth.

Reverend Miersma beautifully 

explains the nature of the name 

Jehovah in a past meditation in 

the Standard Bearer titled “God’s 

People Abiding Forever.” He says, 

“It [God’s name as Jehovah] reveals 

the essence of God. It implies, I 

am now, I am yesterday, I am 

from extreme past to eternity, I 

am forever, therefore unchange-

able.”1 Further he explains, “He is 

the one continuously living being, 

never beginning, always being, 

never ending, always abiding.”2 

Therefore, as this is God’s character 

in himself, so this is his character 

toward his people. The love that he 

has for us will never die. He is the 

one being in our life who will never 

change. Friends, siblings, parents, 

grandparents, coworkers, church 

members; they will all change. But 

our God will never change. He will 

be our immovable Rock that holds 

us up, our Shelter that can never be 

1 Rodney G. Miersma, “God’s People 

Abiding Forever,” Standard Bearer 90, 

no. 1 (Oct. 1, 2013), 2.

2 Miersma, “God’s People,” 2.

destroyed. This is our assurance 

in the storms of change. As God 

places us in the lowest valley or 

raises us to the highest mountain, 

we are reminded that I AM has a 

perfect plan. I AM will never leave 

us nor forsake us because he, our 

unchangeable God, promises us 

this in Deuteronomy 31:6 when 

he says, “Be strong and of a good 

courage, fear not, nor be afraid of 

them: for the Lord thy God, he it is 

that doth go with thee; he will not 

fail thee, nor forsake thee.” Rest 

in his promises. Take shelter under 

his protective wings. Stand firm on 

Jehovah, our firm foundation.

Another comforting attribute 

that accompanies God’s character 

as unchanging God is his sover-

eign providence over all creation. 

Because he is unchangeable, God’s 

providence is one of the most 

comforting truths for the child of 

God, for by it we are reminded that 

God will always work all things 

for the good of his children (Rom. 

8:28). Our beloved Heidelberg 

Catechism testifies that to know 

the providence of God is of great 

advantage for us. Why? By truly 

knowing—not merely with a head 

knowledge but with a knowledge 

that embraces this doctrine as 

true for oneself personally—the 

doctrine of providence, we learn to 

be “patient in adversity; thankful 

in prosperity; and…in all things, 

which may hereafter befall us, we 

place our firm trust in our faithful 

10



God and Father, that nothing shall 

separate us from his love; since all 

creatures are so in his hand, that 

without his will they cannot so 

much as move.”3 By embracing this 

truth that nothing can separate us 

from Jehovah’s love, we are encour-

aged that all the changes, good and 

bad, that are brought to us by God’s 

sovereign hand are occurring for a 

perfect purpose.

That new job that seems over-

whelming and stressful now? God 

is working that for your good. All 

the many stresses of college that 

cause the student to question if this 

was really the right choice—God is 

using those stresses to strengthen 

you. Cancer, the wretched disease 

that robs one of his strength and 

seems to suck away the life of its 

prey—it too is used for good. Death, 

our final enemy, delivers the child 

of God from the evils of this life to 

a perfect life with God. It is some-

times difficult to see God working 

when we are in the storms of change. 

In these moments when the weight 

of the change shadows heavily over 

our eyelids, we sometimes need 

others to point out God’s work, to 

shine light, and to remind us that 

our unchanging Father has a perfect 

plan in this too. So, we who are in 

the blessing of change, be aware of 

those going through the shadows 

3 Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 28, in The 

Confessions and the Church Order of 

the Protestant Reformed Churches 

(Grandville, MI: Protestant Reformed 

Churches in America, 2005), 94.

of change. Point them to Jesus, our 

firm foundation in all of life’s unruly 

storms. Point them to Jehovah, the I 

AM, who loves them in eternity and 

will never forsake them.

And when we are going through 

the blessings of change—first dates, 

weddings, and the gift of children—

may we be careful not to place our 

hopes in those blessings. Rejoice? 

Yes! For they are blessings, gifts 

from the Father. But those blessings 

too will change, and when those 

changes come, we need a firm foun-

dation on which to lean. May we 

in every circumstance in our lives, 

whatever change we may be endur-

ing, remember who our Father is. 

May we be grounded in our faith, 

rooted in his powerful and ever-

lasting word of truth, so that when 

storms of change arise, we are not 

left standing in the blistering cold 

wondering what has happened, but 

rather are clinging tightly to the 

Rock, resting safely under the shel-

ter of the Almighty’s wings (Ps. 91).

All of us need to be reminded 

of this truth. However, teachers 

especially, who are entrusted with 

the hearts of several children who 

will all face changes of their own, 

need to know and embrace this 

truth. We ought to embrace this 

truth so strongly that the joy it 

brings us radiates and enlightens 

our students. Having a personal 

knowledge of God as unchangeable, 

which is only possible through a 

true faith, will equip us to face the 
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many changes of life. It will also 

equip us to comfort and encourage 

our students when the storms of 

change come their way.

Knowing Jehovah, the I AM,  

we can teach our students about 

who he is and about the nature of 

his beautiful promises to us. We 

can encourage them that even  

when things change in their lives 

and they don’t know how to feel 

about it, their loving Father will 

never change.  

The word of God reveals the pres-

ence of a powerful spiritual enemy 

known as Satan (Revelation 12). 

Who is he, how is he a threat to the 

Christian minister or teacher today, 

and how is he to be resisted (see  

1 Peter 5:8, 9)?

On the battlefield of this life, the 

Christian can make two mistakes: 

to forget, or to fear. In the first 

place, we might forget the war 

being waged all around, and we 

might forget the foe that we face. 

 

Bruce is a member of Southwest Protestant Reformed Church and 

is currently preparing for seminary training as a student at Grand 

Valley State University

A Christian soldier’s study  
of Satan
Bruce Feenstra

We fight not only our own sinful 

flesh and the wicked world, but also 

“the rulers of the darkness of this 

world, against spiritual wickedness 

in high places” (Eph. 6:12). We 

fight against Satan. How foolish is 

the soldier whose sword is sheathed 

and whose shield hangs low!

Second, upon crossing swords 

with our enemy, we might be 

tempted to fear him. Who are we to 

face down the one whom Scripture 

calls a “roaring lion” (1 Pet. 5:8) and 
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a “great red dragon” (Rev. 12:3)?  

The soldier filled with this fear 

throws down sword and shield and 

runs. But if anything, this folly is 

greater than the first, for there is no 

easier target than the unprotected 

back of a fleeing Christian.

It is with these two dangers in 

mind that we make a study of Satan, 

not for intellectual stimulation or 

morbid fascination, but in the very 

personal interest of our daily battle 

with him. Let us therefore boldly 

study this subject by looking at who 

Satan is, what he does, and how he 

is to be fought.

Satan was created a holy angel, 

chief among the heavenly host, who 

then fell into absolute depravity 

through his sin of pride. First, 

Satan was created. This simple 

confession protects us from the 

error of “the Manichees who assert 

that the devils have their origin of 

themselves.”1 This heresy teaches 

that good and evil are two separate 

and original powers, and by doing 

so, it lifts Satan up to be level with 

God himself. While the Bible never 

explicitly speaks of Satan being 

created, it always testifies that by 

God “were all things created, that 

are in heaven, and that are in earth, 

visible and invisible” (Col. 1:16).

Second, Satan was created origi-

nally holy. Just as God did not create 

1 Belgic Confession 12, in The Confessions 

and the Church Order of the Protestant 

Reformed Churches (Grandville, MI: 

Protestant Reformed Churches in 

America, 2005), 35.

man “so wicked and perverse,” so 

we confess that God did not create 

the devil as evil.2 Rather, God 

“created the angels good, to be His 

messengers and to serve the elect.”3 

Third, Satan was created as a 

holy angel. He is a spirit, having no 

physical body to which he is bound, 

and thus he possesses certain 

supernatural abilities. Our fleshly 

eyes cannot see or touch spirits, 

but spirits certainly can affect and 

influence us. The demoniac of Mark 

5 was possessed by a legion of devils, 

and by their power he broke every 

chain that ever bound him. Yet 

spirits are still finite creatures, and 

we must remember this about the 

devil. While God is omnipresent, 

omniscient, and omnipotent, Satan 

is none of these things.

Fourth, Satan was created chief 

among the angels. Scripture por-

trays him possibly even “standing 

at the head of the entire angel world 

as its chief and prince.”4 Due to this 

position, he was able to lead a large 

contingent of angels in rebellion 

against God (Rev. 12:4), and he 

remains as their leader, directing 

them always in his wicked designs.

Fifth, although he was created a 

holy angel, in a position of great 

2 Heidelberg Catechism Q 6, in 

Confessions and Church Order, 85.

3 Belgic Confession 12, in Confessions and 

Church Order, 35.

4 Herman Hoeksema, Reformed 

Dogmatics, 2nd ed., vol. 1 (Jenison, MI: 

Reformed Free Publishing Association, 

2004), 356.
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power and authority, Satan sinned. 

The nature of this sin was “pride 

and rebellion against God, as the 

sinful desire and the sinful attempt 

to dethrone God and to be God 

instead of him.”5 Cast out of heaven 

and fallen into absolute depravity, 

Satan was then poised to corrupt all 

of creation through the temptation 

of Adam and Eve. It is this work 

of the devil, and all his subsequent 

workings, that we turn our atten-

tion to next.

Satan means “adversary,” and 

thus we understand that every act 

of Satan is done in opposition to 

God and his people.6 Since the fall 

of Adam, Satan exercises a certain 

dominion over the world, and 

therefore he is referred to as “the 

prince of this world” (John 14:30), 

the “prince of the power of the air” 

(Eph. 2:2), and even as the “god of 

this world” (2 Cor. 4:4). His goal is 

the destruction of the rival kingdom 

of heaven, and as an expert strat-

egist, Satan focuses his attention 

upon the leaders of the opposing 

army. Satan came first to tempt 

Adam, the father and head of the 

entire human race. He “provoked 

David to number Israel” (1 Chron. 

21:1), who was the king of Israel. 

And he brought three temptations 

to Jesus (Matt. 4), who is the head 

of the church (Eph. 5:23). As Luther 

said, “When the devil wants to 

5 Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, 

356–57.

6 Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, 357.

cause offense against the true doc-

trine and faith, he does not do so 

through insignificant people, who 

do not rate highly with the world, 

but through those who are the very 

best, the wisest, the holiest, and the 

most learned.”7

A warning, then, comes to every 

individual seeking a position of lead-

ership, whether it be the office of the 

ministry or the position of teacher. 

On the battlefield they wear, as it 

were, a red-plumed helm, toward 

which every enemy now aims their 

arrows, spears, and swords. Satan’s 

primary goal is always recruitment, 

for he has no greater weapon than a 

Judas Iscariot. But if God withholds 

the individual from his grasp, Satan 

is content with blunting their blade 

and compromising their work. A 

pastor entangled by Satan in drunk-

enness or pornography is rendered 

ineffective. A teacher in whose 

heart he has planted bitterness and 

cynicism cannot teach children.

Quickly, the day approaches 

when our great adversary will be 

fully revealed in his open desire to 

destroy the church of Christ. Satan 

is behind the rise of the antichrist, 

and when he is “loosed,” he shall 

“deceive the nations,” which are 

“as the sand of the sea,” and they 

shall compass “the camp of the 

saints about, and the beloved city”  

(Rev. 20:7–9). Considering the signs 

of the times, we have all the more 

7 Martin Luther, What Luther Says, vol. 2 

(St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing 

House, 1959), 633.
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reason to “watch and be sober”  

(1 Thess. 5:6).

Another common name by which 

we refer to our chief enemy is “the 

devil,” which means “slanderer,” 

and in this we see how he works.8 

The devil is the father of lies, and 

“there is no truth in him” (John 8:44). 

At its root, the essence of Satan’s lie 

is to call that which is good, evil, and 

that which is evil, good. He works 

through “false apostles, deceitful 

workers,” always trying to imitate 

God as closely as possible, even so 

that “Satan himself is transformed 

into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:13–

14). He sets up the false church as a 

beautiful woman “arrayed in purple 

and scarlet colour, and decked with 

gold and precious stones and pearls,” 

all to hide the “abominations and 

filthiness” underneath (Rev. 17:4).

The devil works hard to place his 

slander and lies in the minds and 

upon the lips of pastors and teach-

ers. It may begin in the college class, 

where the lies of evolution can be 

subtly presented as the only scien-

tifically feasible way to consider the 

natural world. There, homosexu-

ality is portrayed as only a natural 

orientation, and its toleration as the 

only charitable attitude. The church 

is presented as an oppressive cult, 

only weighing down bright young 

people from realizing their full 

potential in the wide world. 

One of the greatest lies the devil 

uses against believers is doubt. The 

8 Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, 357.

“accuser of our brethren” (Rev. 12:10) 

especially hates Christian soldiers 

assured of their salvation. Always he 

torments believers by highlighting 

all their sins and the condemnation 

they are due. How many psalms 

show a tortured saint, wondering 

if his wickedness has separated him 

from the love of God? Behind that 

agony, we must see something of 

the devil’s work.

Now that we have looked at who 

Satan is and how he works, we might 

pause to ask a frightening ques-

tion.  Is he winning?  Look around. 

Consider his victories. Schism in 

the church. False doctrine. Slander. 

Lies. Bitterness on every side. These 

are the works of the devil bearing 

bitter fruits. And what can sinful 

men and women do against such an 

all-out attack?

The Christian soldier fights with 

no other armor than that given by 

God. In Ephesians 6, we are exhorted 

to “put on the whole armour of God, 

that ye may be able to stand against 

the wiles of the devil” (v. 11), and it 

would be foolish to turn elsewhere 

when asking the question, “How is 

Satan to be fought?”  

First, we are exhorted to put on 

the girdle of truth (v. 14). In resisting 

the great deceiver, truth is required 

before all else. A Christian trying to 

fight without truth is like a soldier 

who swings wildly, only to find that 

he is fighting a friend. A denomina-

tion can tirelessly write and publish, 

preach and pray, but without the 
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truth, they fight with the devil, not 

against him. Truth is vital for any 

prospective pastor or teacher. Long 

hours in the study surrounded by 

books are the necessary girding of 

the loins for pastors and teachers 

alike. In the pursuit of truth, it must 

always be remembered that Jesus 

Christ is “the truth” (John 14:6). 

Therefore, we are to put on Christ.

Second, the Christian soldier 

needs the “breastplate of righ-

teousness” (v. 14). This is first and 

foremost the imputed righteousness 

of Christ, by which we can stand 

before the judgment seat of God 

without fear. Exposed is the saint 

who believes that his own righteous-

ness can justify himself before God. 

Rather, pastors and teachers must 

put on Christ as their righteousness.

Third, the feet of the soldier 

must be shod with the “prepara-

tion of the gospel of peace” (v. 15). 

This means that the good news of 

peace with God is the foundation 

upon which we fight, not the goal 

toward which we fight. Without 

this peace, the Christian cannot 

fight. Having on this footwear, we 

have not only a close relationship 

with God, but also friendship 

and fellowship with God’s people. 

Look at a church full of discord 

and strife, and you will see many 

bare feet. We must put on Christ, 

for he is the good news. 

Fourth, each saint must take up 

“the shield of faith” (v. 16). Many 

fiery darts of doubt are hurled at 

the believer by Satan, and only 

a strong faith can protect him. 

Holding this shield, we may have 

assurance of our salvation, so that 

the accusations of the devil give 

nothing but a glancing blow. But 

faith is nothing without the object 

of faith: Jesus Christ. To take up the 

shield of faith, therefore, is to take 

up Christ, embracing him with all 

his benefits.

Fifth, the Christian soldier must 

put on the “helmet of salvation”  

(v. 17). Resignation and even despair 

will take hold of anyone without 

this helmet when they see how 

victorious the devil seems to be. But 

vital to our fight is the knowledge 

that the victory is already won. 

The most devilish scheme cannot 

change the fact that it was finished 

on the cross, and salvation is ours 

eternally. Only as we are united 

to Christ do we partake of this 

salvation. Therefore, we must put 

on Christ.

Sixth, the only weapon the saint 

possesses in this fight is “the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God” (v. 17). Jesus Christ himself 

used Scripture when he fought the 

devil face to face (Matt. 4). The 

Bible must be at the center of any 

Christian classroom, and of course, 

every future preacher must find in 

himself an unquenchable thirst for 

the word of God. Understanding 

that Jesus is the Word “made flesh” 

(John 1:14), the exhortation comes 

again to put on Christ.
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Finally, every saint must be 

“praying always” (v. 18). God will 

give his armor “to those only, who 

with sincere desires continually ask 

them of him and are thankful for 

them.”9 No matter our calling in 

life, it must be a life of prayer. Truly, 

“Restraining prayer, we cease to 

fight; / prayer keeps the Christian’s 

9 Heidelberg Catechism A 116, in 

Confessions and Church Order, 134.

armour bright; / and Satan trembles 

when he sees / the weakest saint 

upon his knees.”10

Satan is very real, and the battle 

is fierce. But there is no reason to 

fear. Armed by God, who sover-

eignly directs even the works of 

Satan, we fight knowing the victory 

is won.  

10 William Cowper, “Exhortation to 

Prayer,” English Poetry (1779), https://

engpoetry.com/william-cowper/

exhortation-to-prayer/.
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Choose a verse or short passage 

from Scripture that holds special 

meaning for you as you prepare to 

become a pastor or teacher. Share 

the importance of this verse to you, 

and how it will guide you in your 

future work. Be specific, personal, 

and practical in your application.

 
Unashamed

Olivia Huizinga

What does it mean to be 

unashamed of Jesus Christ and his 

gospel message? Every Christian 

is familiar with Romans 1:16 as 

a popular verse with a message 

that appears to be relatively 

straightforward. The apostle Paul 

declares, “For I am not ashamed 
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of the gospel of Christ: for it is 

the power of God unto salvation 

to every one that believeth; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Greek” 

(Rom. 1:16). As a future teacher, 

it is my goal to reflect the mean-

ing of this verse in my teaching. I 

seek to teach my students through 

my words and actions the impor-

tance of being unashamed of the 

Christian faith in both the highs 

and the lows of life.

Although the sixteenth verse of 

Romans 1 is brief, it contains an 

essential lesson for Christians of all 

ages. It has always been a favorite 

of mine, and the impactful message 

is virtually unavoidable in my daily 

life. The words are highlighted 

in every Bible I have ever owned, 

embroidered on clothing worn by 

my closest friends, and even tat-

tooed on my brother’s back. Paul’s 

message in this verse can and should 

be applied in the daily walk of any 

Christian, both young and old. 

This application begins with solid 

Christian instruction of teachers.

A proper understanding of 

this verse begins with the initial 

context. In the book of Romans, 

Paul begins his exhortation to the 

church at Rome by stating that he 

is not ashamed of the word of God. 

This crucial self-analysis serves as 

a preface to any form of instruction 

or admonition toward the church. 

Thus, his words are given greater 

purpose as the foundation to the 

spiritual education of those around 

him, and he uses this platform to 

strengthen his teaching. 

Paul makes the bold declaration 

that he is unashamed while he is 

preaching God’s word in various 

parts of the world. He was undoubt-

edly accustomed to the concept of 

suffering or discomfort through his 

work as a preacher of God’s word. 

Nonetheless, Paul is more than 

enthusiastic about the prospect of 

sharing the faith. He knows that he 

is blessed with a calling for such a 

position, and he is more than will-

ing to proclaim the gospel message 

wherever God leads him.

The work of Paul is a direct repre-

sentation of the message of Romans 

1:16. It is very clear that Paul is not 

ashamed of what he believes or the 

Scripture that he teaches. He is 

given the gift of faith, and with this 

knowledge comes a renewed and 

godly fervor for the truth. In the 

simplest of terms, Paul knows the 

truth and has no intention of hiding 

it or keeping it to himself. Even in 

the face of fierce opposition from 

the unbelieving world, Paul boldly 

proclaims the gospel of Christ with-

out shame. 

An important note in the study of 

Paul’s teaching is that Paul did not 

exclusively preach to eager, spiritu-

ally minded individuals who sought 

the truth. He faced persecution in 

the midst of the masses, including 

unbelievers who were not accus-

tomed to the gospel message, or even 

those who blatantly contradicted 
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God and his word. However, the 

Scriptures do not tell us that he 

was unashamed only in the face of 

opposition and unbelief. Quite the 

contrary; Paul was unashamed of 

the gospel message no matter who 

he was witnessing to or to whom he 

was giving a testimony of his faith, 

including those who were already 

introduced to God’s word and 

living their lives for Christ.  

What does this mean to me as a 

believer surrounded by my fellow 

Christian brothers and sisters? It 

is certainly easy to overlook the 

full message behind this verse of 

Scripture. Being unashamed of the 

gospel implies a readiness to profess 

one’s beliefs to others who may not 

agree, but it does not stop there. As 

a Protestant Reformed Christian 

living among fellow Christian 

believers, I have always faced the 

truths of this verse head-on in my 

church, my formal school educa-

tion, and with my friends. I should 

be just as willing to share the gospel 

message with my Christian peers 

as I am with those who may not 

share my faith or any faith at all. 

This is an especially vital reminder 

for young people in our Christian 

high school system. They need to 

be shown the significance of this 

verse to understand how to interact 

with their Christian classmates in 

a God-fearing manner that reflects 

the truths of Scripture. 

A particular story comes to mind 

when I dwell on the deeper meaning 

of Romans 1:16. During my high 

school education, I began a job 

working with a very dear friend of 

mine, a girl who is also a faithful 

member of the Protestant Reformed 

denomination. Our occupation 

was not in a Christian setting; we 

did not have any other Reformed 

coworkers, and we experienced a 

lot of worldliness on a daily basis 

from other employees or the cus-

tomers with whom we interacted.  

After one of our shifts, we decided 

to sit down and chat for a while, 

which eventually turned into an 

incredibly personal three-hour 

conversation about family and the 

importance of our faith. Shortly 

after, we headed to our cars and 

prepared to part ways. Much to my 

surprise, she proceeded to climb into 

the passenger seat of my car, and I 

was completely taken aback when 

she asked me to pray with her to 

properly bring the evening to a close.  

Admittedly, my initial thoughts 

were centered in prideful nervous-

ness. I asked myself if this parking 

lot was the best place for this to 

happen, knowing that someone 

might see us, or she might judge 

me for the words that I might say. 

This was the point when some-

thing dawned on me. This beloved 

friend of mine was enthusiastically 

delighted at the chance to share this 

intimate moment of prayer with me 

in a random parking lot at 10:30 in 

the evening. She was unbothered by 

the potential opinions or judgment 
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of anyone else, including me. Such 

a minor, seemingly insignificant 

moment was God’s way of reflect-

ing the truths of Romans 1:16 in 

my own life through my friend’s 

eagerness. Her actions served as a 

beautiful example of the wisdom 

of Paul in being a Christian that is 

truly unashamed of the gospel.

After this night, I found a com-

pletely new appreciation for the 

pure joy of living a life unashamed 

of God’s word. I have come to 

learn that being unashamed is not 

just about knowing what I believe 

without doubt. It is about having 

the opportunity to express that I 

love what I believe, and that Christ 

is the very reason for my existence. 

The fact that he loves me although 

I have done absolutely nothing 

to deserve any of it should make 

me ecstatic. I am aware that I am 

called to be respectful and reverent 

to others, not giving in to my own 

selfish pride, as I am one of Christ’s 

elect children. Nonetheless, I also 

have a calling to show joy, to 

rejoice and give thanks that I have 

been given such a title. All believers 

should be genuinely elated to know 

that we have knowledge of God’s 

word right at our fingertips through 

the gospel message of the Bible, and 

I have a responsibility as a teacher 

to instruct my students in this hope.

We know that Paul certainly 

faced more than his share of criti-

cism, mockery, and hatred. Even 

so, none of this stopped him from 

proclaiming to the world that 

he was a child of God. He stood 

strong in his beliefs and the faith 

that God had blessed him with, and 

he openly and boldly gave witness 

to the gospel. We should not be 

embarrassed of what other people 

will think of us, and we should not 

hide what we believe. We should 

not be afraid to converse with our 

fellow members in Christ about our 

faith, and we should not be afraid 

to pray openly with one another. 

There was a time in my life when 

I could not possibly imagine the 

idea of speaking about my faith to 

my friends because I feared that the 

conversation would be “too awk-

ward” or “embarrassing.” If that 

were true, they are not truly friends. 

God places godly friends and family 

in our lives for purposes other than 

gossiping or playing fun games; 

the purpose is to grow together in 

our faith and point one another to 

Christ. I can only wish that I had 

realized the value of this truth at 

an earlier age, and this is a mistake 

that I strive to prevent by constantly 

reminding my students of Paul’s 

message in Romans 1:16.

Although Paul lived a very dif-

ferent life in a very different time, 

his declaration has never lost its 

impact. To this day, Christians 

can be motivated and invigorated 

by his words. In my own life, this 

verse reminds me to be open and 

honest about what I believe. I need 

not be ashamed of the faith that 
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God has given me. Much like Paul, 

I may be criticized, mocked, or even 

hated for what I believe, but God’s 

lovingkindness remains constant. I 

have no reason to feel shame from 

others because the knowledge of 

him and his word is so incredible! 

I am overjoyed with the prospect of 

sharing this understanding with stu-

dents of my own so they can feel the 

same comfort and reassurance that 

I receive from these powerful words.

God gives us an amazing gift 

called grace: undeserved love. He 

does not bless us with grace and 

faith in him so that we may sit idly 

by or arrogantly boast to those 

around us. He utilizes men like Paul 

to instruct believers to share with 

one another the gospel message. 

We should be overjoyed at all times 

with the wonderful knowledge that 

God sent his only begotten Son for 

us as unworthy and undeserving 

sinners. He washes away our sins 

and makes us white as snow, so 

much so that we can be seen as 

beautiful and perfect in his eyes! 

We are no better than anyone else; 

we did nothing to earn this gift, but 

what a phenomenal gift it is! 

With this verse, I am reminded of 

one simple truth: do not be ashamed 

of Christ or what he has done for 

you. Rejoice with one another! We 

have been redeemed, and we have 

been saved by Christ’s blood. Every 

member of the body of Christ—no 

matter whether they are a teacher 

or a student—can learn from Paul’s 

passionate zeal for the gospel in 

Romans 1:16 that we must never 

be ashamed of the saving gospel of 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Aaron Rodgers opened the football 

season by addressing the media. 

Not surprisingly, a reporter asked 

a question about his vaccination 

status and the protocols in place 

at the Green Bay Packers’ facility. 

The fear that their veteran quar-

terback would not be allowed to 

travel and practice with the team 

was relieved by his answer. “Yeah, 

I’ve been immunized,” Rodgers 

said. “There’s guys on the team that 

haven’t been vaccinated. I think it’s 

a personal decision, I’m not gonna 

judge those guys.”1 Two months 

later, Aaron Rodgers tested positive 

for COVID-19. Losing their star 

quarterback for two weeks was 

only the beginning of the problem. 

It was soon revealed that Aaron 

1 Mike Florio, “Aaron Rodgers 

was secretly unvaccinated,” NBC 

Sports. Accessed November 3, 2021. 

https://profootballtalk.nbcsports.

com/2021/11/03/aaron-rodgers-was-

secretly-unvaccinated/.

Rodgers had not been vaccinated, 

as many had been led to believe by 

his answer and actions. 

Appearing on a sports show to 

account for his claims, Rodgers 

explained how he was “too smart” 

to be deceived by others, that 

he strongly believes in “bodily 

autonomy,” and that he is a social 

justice pioneer like unto Martin 

Luther King Jr. Supporters and 

critics squared off, arguing the 

nuances of his comments and 

actions, focusing on the fact 

that Aaron Rodgers deliberately 

lied to the press and presented 

himself as a vaccinated member 

of the team. Receiving a negative 

backlash, Rodgers returned to the 

same sports show to put the issue 

to rest. He recognized that he is 

a role model as a football player, 

not an activist, and that from now 

on his comments about his health 

will remain between himself and 

his doctors. With the crisis averted 
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and Rodgers cleared to play, the 

NFL community moved on.

The above story is much ado about 

nothing, as far as our families, our 

lives, our jobs, and our churches 

are concerned. What is important, 

however, is the worldview narrative 

consisting of three layers of lies that 

provides the structure for this and 

many similar stories.  

First, Aaron Rodgers deliberately 

deceived the press corps by stating 

that he had been “immunized.”  The 

NFL’s definition of this term means 

“receiving a vaccine.” Rodgers 

carefully chose his wording by 

redefining what immunized meant, 

and then kept up appearances by 

publicly following the protocols for 

vaccinated players. He did not need 

to answer this way; he could have 

been truthful, like two other quar-

terbacks who openly admit they are 

not vaccinated. When challenged, 

Rodgers stated, “To anybody who 

felt misled by those comments, I 

take full responsibility.”2 Notice he 

does not admit to lying, nor does he 

apologize. Again, subtle, carefully 

crafted words.

Second, Aaron Rodgers appealed 

to the masses by appearing on a 

popular sports show, wearing a 

cancel culture T-shirt and littering 

2 Wilton Jackson, “Aaron Rodgers 

Apologizes for Comments: ‘I Acknowledge 

I am a Role Model,’” Sports Illustrated. 

Accessed November 12, 2021. https://

www.si.com/nfl/2021/11/09/aaron-

rodgers-apologizes-for-comments-i-

acknowledge-i-am-a-role-model.

his speech with social justice ideol-

ogies, while arguing that he was a 

victim of the broader culture. “I am 

in the crosshairs of the woke mob,” 

and “Before my final nail gets put 

in my cancel culture casket,”3 I need 

to set the record straight. Rodgers 

presented himself as a victim so his 

actions were not seen as disobedi-

ence, but rather a justified revolt of 

conscience against the owners and 

commissioner who put the proto-

cols in place. 

Third, and perhaps most frighten-

ing, is Rodgers’ appeal to the lie of 

“bodily autonomy,” with the mantra 

of “My Body, My Choice.” This 

1960s slogan, which was oriented 

around individual choice for health-

care (primarily abortion), has been 

repurposed to become the slogan for 

those who push for freedom from 

all obligations imposed on them. 

This view is a marriage of postmod-

ern ideas (no absolute or universal 

truth) and the Marxist view that 

law and government are corrupt 

and unnecessary. Put together, the 

modern application means that 

constitutionally protected freedoms 

give Americans the right to do what-

ever they want. Freedom and liberty 

are the absence of being restrained 

3 Edward Sutelan, “Fact-checking Aaron 

Rodgers’ bizarre COVID beliefs and 

‘woke mob’ claim made on Pat McAfee 

Show,” Sporting News. Accessed 

November 13, 2021. https://www.

sportingnews.com/us/nfl/news/aaron-

rodgers-covid-pat-mcafee-show-target-

woke-mob/1caksb1mfhcrj1dgikrkvttu90.
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by any idea or anyone—even those 

in legal authority. 

The devil is subtle and powerfully 

seductive. Most Christians rile at 

the argument of a woman’s right 

to kill an unborn child using the 

defense of her right to her own 

body. “It’s my body, my choice” 

was wrong in the 1960s, and it still 

is today because it does not stand 

up to the truth of Scripture. What 

the devil could not convince us of 

by coming through the front door, 

he is attempting to do through the 

back door. You can hear the echo of 

his thoughts in the present contro-

versies. “Are you sure God has said 

this is not your body? You are not 

allowed to protect your own body? 

Use the freedom over your own 

body and live!”  

To be clear, I am not equating a 

pro-abortion stance with the rejec-

tion of vaccines, nor am I arguing for 

or against being vaccinated. What I 

am presenting is the echo of the lie 

surfacing in every aspect of our life. 

The devil knows that if he can get 

you to believe in “bodily autonomy” 

even once, then “your body, your 

right” becomes the governing prin-

ciple for all your life’s decisions. 

God truly has given us freedoms 

in how we live our lives unto him. 

He has provided us with a nation 

that not only governs through a 

system of law and order, but one 

that protects an individual’s right 

to constitutional freedoms. This is 

the gracious means by which God 

protects his church and gives her an 

opportunity to serve him without 

fear of persecution. Our liberty 

and freedom, however, does not 

reside in the Constitution of our 

land but in God’s word. Galatians 

5:13 states, “For, brethren, ye have 

been called unto liberty; only use 

not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love serve one another.” 

The personal freedoms, preferences, 

and autonomy that we desire must 

be set aside for the love of our God 

and of our neighbors. Rather than 

unbridled freedom, we are often 

called to bear burdens, sacrificing 

our desires for their good. 

As Aaron Rodgers found out, the 

decision to be vaccinated or not is 

complex and varied. But making 

any decision based upon “bodily 

autonomy” is wrong. “My body, 

my choice” is a lie. There is no 

scriptural basis for personal bodily 

autonomy, for we are all one body 

in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

and we belong, body and soul, to 

him (Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 

1). This means that we must be 

rooted in a tender and ardent love 

for our neighbor. Individual liberty, 

though certainly a providential gift 

to believers in America, is not the 

biblical worldview by which we are 

called to live. Christian liberty is 

not the absence of restraint; rather 

it is a command—a command to 

live justly, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with God (Mic. 6:8). 

A life lived by this command is truly 

being set free!  
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As we continue our study of Luke’s 

gospel account, you will notice a 

shift in Jesus’ ministry. Prior to this, 

he had been teaching and perform-

ing miracles in the region of Galilee. 

But now, as his time on this earth 

is coming to an end, he begins a 

journey to Jerusalem that would 

eventually culminate in his death, 

resurrection, and ascension. Luke 

9:51 marks this transition when we 

read, “And it came to pass, when 

the time was come that he should be 

received up, he stedfastly set his face 

to go to Jerusalem.” Jesus begins 

this journey with intentionality and 

determination, resolved to obey his 

heavenly Father and fulfill the mis-

sion that he was sent to carry out—

to redeem his people from their 

sin. Along the way he continues to 

instruct the people about his king-

dom, covering topics such as prayer, 

the cost of discipleship, trust, worry, 

and showing love and compassion 

to others. Knowing that his death 
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was swiftly approaching, he wanted 

them to remember these important 

lessons after he was gone. Keep this 

context in mind as you study the 

teaching of Jesus this month.

Jesus’ steadfast resolve would be 

tested in many ways throughout 

his journey to Jerusalem. Because 

he was God, Jesus had full knowl-

edge of exactly what he was going 

to experience once he arrived in 

Jerusalem. Because he was a man, 

he had to fully endure all the pain 

and suffering of his life and death 

on the cross. His disciples tested his 

resolve as well because they did not 

yet understand why he had to die. 

In addition, although the people 

liked to see his miracles and heal-

ings, Jesus experienced increasing 

rejection because of his message and 

mission. His own people repeatedly 

tried to kill him and eventually 

succeeded. How difficult this must 

have been for him! This rejection 

was all part of the suffering that 
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Jesus had to experience in his state 

of humiliation on this earth. God’s 

people sometimes must suffer for 

his sake because it is unavoidable. 

Jesus had the power to avoid all 

suffering, but instead he willingly 

submitted to it for the sake of his 

people. His steadfast resolve in the 

face of great suffering demonstrates 

the great love our Savior has for us.

Jesus’ steadfast resolve remained 

unwavering during the course 

of all these tests. In the face of 

the humiliation and pain that he 

endured on this earth, he main-

tained an unshakable confidence in 

his heavenly Father. The fact that 

he “stedfastly set his face” does not 

mean that he was simply grudgingly 

resigned to make this journey to the 

cross because there was no other 

way. Rather, it shows a confident 

commitment to doing the Father’s 

will because he had complete trust 

in him. As we read in Isaiah’s 

prophecy of the Messiah’s suffering, 

“For the Lord God will help me; 

therefore shall I not be confounded: 

therefore I have set my face like a 

flint, and I know that I shall not be 

ashamed” (50:7). He knew that his 

path would be difficult and even 

unbearable at times, but he also 

knew that God would sustain him.

As Christians, we are called to 

imitate this steadfast resolve of Jesus. 

We are called to stand for the truth 

with determination even when the 

world mocks and persecutes us for 

it. We are called to steadfast, daily 

faithfulness in whatever path God 

has given us to walk on this earth—

even if it is not the one we would have 

chosen for ourselves. The Christian 

life is one of humility, modeled after 

Jesus’ humble existence on this earth. 

Yet it is also a life filled with hope. 

Although we can never be perfectly 

steadfast on this earth because of 

our sin, through our union with 

Christ we can have an assured con-

fidence in God’s will. By faith, we 

can trust that God’s way for our life, 

even though it may be difficult, is 

the best way. Satan will do all that 

he can to break our resolve and draw 

us away from God. But by faith, we 

can also trust that God will sustain 

us throughout the trials of this life 

just as he sustained Jesus during his 

life of suffering on this earth.

First Peter 5:8–11 is one of my 

favorite passages and serves as a 

fitting conclusion to a consideration 

of steadfastness in the face of suf-

fering. Peter wrote these words to 

comfort and encourage Christians 

who were facing intense persecution 

and trials. May they be a comfort 

and encouragement to you as well 

as you seek to live with steadfast 

resolve on your journey to heaven. 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil, as a roaring 

lion, walketh about, seeking whom 

he may devour: whom resist stedfast 

in the faith, knowing that the same 

afflictions are accomplished in your 

brethren that are in the world. But 

the God of all grace, who hath 
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called us unto his eternal glory 

by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 

suffered a while, make you perfect, 

Date Read Study Psalter

Jan. 8 Luke 9:51–56; 
Isaiah 50

How does reading Isaiah’s prophecy deepen 
your understanding of Jesus’ submission to 
God’s will?

84

Jan. 9 Luke 9:57–62 What do each of the three men whom Jesus 
encounters prioritize above following him? 
What are you tempted to prioritize above 
following Jesus?

85

Jan. 10 Luke 10:1–24 What great privilege did the disciples have 
(vv. 23–24)? What great privilege do you as an 
elect child of God have (vv. 21–22)?

91

Jan. 11 Luke 
10:25–37

Who is your neighbor? How can you show the 
love of God to them?

92

Jan. 12 Luke 
10:38–42

What do you consider to be your daily 
necessities? Is communing with God through 
his word on your list? At the top?

94

Jan. 13 Luke 11:1–13 What do you learn about prayer from Jesus’ 
teaching in these verses? How can you apply 
this to your own prayer life?

96

Jan. 14 Luke 11:14–36 Where does Jesus point the people when 
they ask for a sign that he is really the 
Messiah? Is this where you also seek assur-
ance if you have doubts?

103

Jan. 15 Luke 11:37–54 What sins of the scribes and Pharisees does 
Jesus point out with his woes in these verses? 
Do you recognize any of these sins in your 
own life?

106

Jan. 16 Luke 12:1–21 What does it mean to be “rich toward God”  
(v. 21)? How can you live this out?

108

Jan. 17 Luke 
12:22–30

Do you struggle with excessive worry or anx-
iety? What is the antidote to worry according 
to Jesus’ teaching here?

113

Jan. 18 Luke 12:31–59 Does the awareness that Jesus is coming again 
soon influence your daily life? How?

117

stablish, strengthen, settle you. To 

him be glory and dominion for ever 

and ever. Amen.”  
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Jan. 19 Luke 13:1–17 What does the parable of the barren fig tree 
teach about God’s patience? How is this a 
comfort to you?

120

Jan. 20 Luke 13:18–35 What does Jesus mean when he says that the 
gate into the kingdom of heaven is narrow?

122

Jan. 21 Luke 14:1–24 What does Jesus teach about humility through 
both the parable of the marriage supper and 
his own life on this earth?

124

Jan. 22 Luke 
14:25–35

What is the cost of true discipleship according 
to Jesus’ teaching here? Are you willing to 
follow Christ at all costs?

128

Jan. 23 Luke 15:1–10 What do the parables of the lost sheep and 
lost coin teach you about Jesus’ compassion 
for sinners?

129

Jan. 24 Luke 15:11–32 Why does a child of God never need to be 
afraid to return to him in repentance after 
falling into sin?

134

Jan. 25 Luke 16:1–12 What lessons can you learn about preparing 
for your eternal future from the way that 
men like the unjust steward prepare for their 
earthly futures?

136

Jan. 26 Luke 16:13–18 How did the Pharisees have “divided” hearts 
when it came to serving God? Do you have a 
divided heart?

139

Jan. 27 Luke 16:19–31 What does the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus show about the difference between 
heavenly and earthly glory?

141

Jan. 28 Luke 17:1–10 Why is it your duty to serve God? Do you earn 
anything by doing so?

145

Jan. 29 Luke 17:11–19 Do you regularly praise and thank God for 
what he has done for you, or take it for 
granted? How can you be more grateful?

146

Jan. 30 Luke 17:20–37 What does Jesus’ description of his second 
coming here teach you about how you should 
prepare for it?

147

Jan. 31 Luke 18:1–8 How does this parable encourage you to pray 
for relief from your suffering? What will be the 
ultimate answer to your prayers?

149
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Feb. 1 Luke 18:9–14 Where did the Pharisee look for righteous-
ness? Where did the publican look for 
righteousness? How about you?

152

Feb. 2 Luke 18:15–17; 
Matt. 18:1–6

How can you “receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child” (v. 17)?

155

Feb. 3 Luke 18:18–30 Why do you think wealth can be such a 
hindrance to the Christian life? Can you find 
any other passages that speak to this?

156

Feb. 4 Luke 
18:31–34; 
24:26–27, 
44–47

Why did Jesus tell his disciples these details 
about his suffering and death even though he 
knew they would not understand at this time?

157

Feb. 5 Luke 
18:35–43

What differences do you notice between the rich 
young ruler (vv. 18–30) who went away sorrowful 
and the blind man here who was saved?

158

Feb. 6 Luke 19:1–10 What was Jesus showing about himself and his 
ministry by choosing to stay at the house of 
someone like Zacchaeus?

160

Feb. 7 Luke 19:11–27 What does this parable teach you about how 
to faithfully steward the gifts that God has 
given you?

161
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The book of Hosea is a true story 

about two faithful husbands (Hosea 

and God) and two unfaithful wives 

(Hosea’s wife, Gomer, and the 

nation of Israel). Chapter 1 records 

God’s command to Hosea to marry 

a whore—a woman who let many 

men use her body sinfully, sexually, 

and for their pleasure. Hosea did 

so, and the two had three children. 

Gomer then ran away and sold 

herself to another man. Chapter 3 

records God’s command to Hosea 

to find her, redeem her (Hosea 

had to pay another man money to 

release Gomer back to Hosea), and 

take her back as his wife.

Hosea and Gomer pictured 

Jehovah’s relationship to Israel 

and Israel’s unfaithfulness in that 

relationship. Jehovah had married 

Israel; he loved her and brought 

her into covenant fellowship 

with him, fulfilling his covenant 

promises in her. But Israel—the 

 
Hosea
Prof. Doug Kuiper

THE MINOR PROPHETS

 

Prof. Kuiper is the professor of Church History & New Testament 

Studies at the Protestant Reformed Theological School and a 

member of Trinity Protestant Reformed Church

northern ten tribes—gave herself 

to many lovers, worshiping idols. 

She gave Jehovah every reason 

to disown her and to dissolve his 

covenant with her. This grieved 

Jehovah greatly, but he remained 

faithful to his covenant promises. 

He called her to repentance again 

and again. He reminded her that 

she could find no joy in worship-

ing idols, but only in worshiping 

Jehovah alone.

In this way Jehovah showed 

himself to be Israel’s savior. He had 

saved her many times in the past, of 

course; but by calling her to repen-

tance, he was showing himself to be 

her only savior in the present. The 

name “Hosea” underscores this 

point. It is the same Hebrew word 

as “Joshua,” meaning “salvation.” 

Its Greek equivalent is “Jesus,” that 

is, “Jehovah salvation.” Hosea pic-

tured Jehovah as Israel’s savior and 

called Israel to live in that covenant 
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relationship that Jehovah had cre-

ated with her.

The timing of Hosea’s prophecy 

underscores Israel’s need for salva-

tion. Hosea prophesied during the 

time of the last kings of Israel, right 

before the Assyrians took Israel 

captive (Hos. 1:1). The kings sought 

their own glory; the priests were 

wicked (Hos. 5:1; 6:9); the people 

were led astray. God’s law they did 

not regard.

The book is best divided into four 

sections. The first section, chapters 

1–3, sets forth Hosea’s marriage 

and family life as a picture lesson 

to Israel. Hosea 2:17–21 sets forth 

the heart of the prophet’s message. 

The next three sections are chapters 

4:1–6:3; 6:4–11:12; and 12–14. 

Each of them is subdivided into 

three parts: Jehovah first accuses 

Israel of sin, then threatens them 

with judgment, and finally promises 

them salvation.

The book raises several signifi-

cant questions that I can only begin 

to address.

First, what does this book say 

about Christ?

In answer, it reminds the church 

that we are sinners, unworthy of 

being God’s bride, but nevertheless 

are married to him on the basis of 

Christ’s work. It also suggests that 

Jehovah’s constant and faithful love 

to Israel would be manifested in 

Christ. And third, Hosea proph-

esied of Christ’s future work, as 

the New Testament makes plain: 

“When Israel was a child, then I 

loved him, and called my son out of 

Egypt” (Hos. 11:1). God led Israel 

into Egypt during Jacob’s lifetime 

and led Jesus there as a young boy; 

and he led them both out again. 

This showed that national Israel 

existed for the sake of bringing 

forth Jesus Christ, and that Christ 

must bear our sin and corruption in 

order to bring us to heaven.

Second, what broad lessons does 

this Old Testament prophecy have 

for the church today? It speaks 

prophetically of the salvation of 

the Gentiles (Hos. 1:10; 2:23; Rom. 

9:25), in the way of the Jews reject-

ing Christ. This salvation means 

that elect Jews and Gentiles are 

married to Christ (Eph. 5:25–33) 

and means that God will preserve 

his church and be faithful to her for 

Christ’s sake.

The book also underscores the 

appalling nature of sin and the 

certainty of Jehovah’s judgment 

for sin. And it reminds us that 

when we sin, Jehovah calls his 

elect to repentance and promises 

mercy. Finally, it underscores that, 

while he hates sin and sinners, 

God loves his elect in Jesus Christ. 

This love never changes. Our sal-

vation is secure! But let us heed 

the call to repent.  
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Church news
Ruth Baas

Baptisms
“Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not: for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

–Mark 10:14

Jed Walter, son of Mr. & Mrs. Tad 

& Lydia Landheer  Byron Center, MI

Ridley Ruth, daughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. Kyle Brummel  Calvary, IA

Reggie Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Justin Kooima  Calvary, IA

Jori Sage, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 

Brad Potjer  Calvary, IA

Harvey Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Harrison VanMaanen  Calvary, IA

Carly Grace, daughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. Dewey & Erin VanDerNoord  

Cornerstone, IL

Ezekial Mark, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Mark Huizenga  Crete, IL

Abdias Luis, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Luis & Lisa Ortiz  Doon, IA

Weston Lee, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Caleb & Dana Dykstra  Faith, MI

Charlotte Mae, daughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. Justin & Danielle Dykstra  

Faith, MI

Breyton Cole, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Joe & Kaelyn Richards  Faith, MI

Deacon Dale, son of Mr. & Mrs. 

Andy & Kristin Talsma  Faith, MI

Thaddaeus, son of Seminarian 

Marcus & TY Wee  Faith, MI

Gemma Hope, daughter of Mr. 

& Mrs. Joel & Tara VanderKolk  

Georgetown, MI

Iris Sandra, daughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. Aaron & Nikki Freeman  

Hudsonville, MI

Miriam Louise, daughter of Mr. 

& Mrs. Chad & Mary Nienhuis  

Hudsonville, MI

Jamie Lynn, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 

Blake & Emily DeRoon  Hull, IA

Levi, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Jess 

Hanko  Lynden, WA

Confessions of faith
“Whosoever therefore shall confess 
me before men, him will I confess 
also before my Father which is in 
heaven.” –Matthew 10:32

Andrew Chesebro  Byron Center, MI

Sean Dykstra  Cornerstone, IL

Emma Lenting  Cornerstone, IL

Gise VanBaren  Cornerstone, IL

Abby VanDerNoord  Cornerstone, IL
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Mark Holleman  Crete, IL

Troy Ophoff  Crete, IL

Elaina Regnerus  Crete, IL

Ben Zandstra  Crete, IL

Cody Zandstra  Crete, IL

Jodi Holstege  Faith, MI

Jori Holstege  Faith, MI

Rylee Engelsma  Faith, MI

Kate Timmerman  Georgetown, MI

Aliesa Moelker  Georgetown, MI

Audrey Atwood  Southeast, MI

Zoe Holstege  Trinity, MI

Emma VanBemmel  Trinity, MI

Marriages
“For this God is our God forever and 
ever: he will be our guide even unto 
death.” Psalm 48:14

Mr. Luke Huizenga & Ms. 

Courtney Zandstra  Crete, IL

Mr. Nick Kuiper & Ms. Skyler 

Bruinsma  Grandville, MI

Mr. Mitch Huisken & Ms. Leah 

Bos  Loveland, CO

Mr. Nick Cammenga & Ms. 

Nicole Kamps  Southwest, MI
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The Program Committee for the 2022 Young People’s Convention is 
looking for young people to share their gifts with us for a few special 
numbers. Any soloist or instrumental or vocal groups? We would love to hear 
from you!  
 
Please contact Jessica Van Dyke at jessicavd11@gmail.com.

The world that Christian young people are growing up in today is increasingly 
hostile to anyone who believes that the Bible is God’s inspired word and 
contains objective truth that does not change with time. Living with integrity 
in this spiritual climate is becoming ever more difficult and can be a confusing 
challenge for young believers. How are we to understand the world around 
us and respond in faithfulness to our Lord?
 
Young Calvinists invites you to attend a lecture on the evening of Sunday, 
February 6 that will address this question and more. Join us for:
 

Children of the Cross
Living Faithfully as Young People  
in a Confused World
 
The lecture will be presented by Dr. Brendan Looyenga and will begin at 
8:00 pm at Zion Protestant Reformed Church in Jenison. The lecture will be 
followed with an opportunity for fellowship and refreshments.

ADVERTISEMENTS
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