
Issue at Hand 

 

God’s Preparation for the Reformation 

 

The Great Reformation of the sixteenth century is a lesson in God’s providence. This is certainly 

true of all history when seen through the eyes of faith, but it becomes especially clear when we 

consider the striking renewal of the church that God worked through men like Martin Luther, 

Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin. Most readers are no doubt familiar with these names and the 

specific phases of the Reformation in which these men were involved. Their well-known efforts 

served to rediscover and refine the doctrines of grace that had been progressively lost to the 

Roman Catholic church throughout the Middle Ages. 

 

We would be mistaken, however, to think that Luther’s nailing of the ninety-five theses to the 

Wittenberg church doors in 1517 was an isolated incident that by itself ignited the Great 

Reformation. In fact, none of the great events in church history happen in isolation apart from 

other events in history. The Spirit is always moving among his people, prompting them to search 

out the revealed truth of his word and breathing new life when the church becomes lethargic and 

impure in its teachings.  

 

Prior to Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin, God was already working by his providence to prepare the 

hearts and minds of his people for reformation. Much of this preparatory work was stirring 

throughout Europe because of the Renaissance and its emphasis on a return to the original texts 

of antiquity (the Greek and Roman world). Among these texts were the Greek manuscripts of the 

New Testament, which presented a much different view of the gospel than was being taught by 

Rome. Though many of the scholars involved in translation and commentary on these 

rediscovered manuscripts had little interest in reforming the corrupt medieval church, they were 

unwittingly serving as providential tools in the hand of an almighty God who intended to purify 

his church by his word and Spirit. 

 

In addition to his providential use of the Renaissance as stimulus for reformation, God was also 

working to prepare the church through the humble service of saints who saw the errors in Roman 

Catholic doctrine and worked faithfully to return the church to the truth of God’s word. In this 

issue of Beacon Lights, we focus on several historical figures in the middle and late medieval 

church who fit this description. The first of these saints is Gottschalk of Orbais, a monk who 

understood the sovereignty of God and gave his life to preserve the biblical truth of double 

predestination. Subsequent articles focus on two men—John Wycliffe and Jan Hus—who lived 

in the generations just before the great sixteenth century Reformation and more directly prepared 

the way for men like Luther and Calvin. Finally, we also feature an article on a contemporary of 

the reformers, a man named Jacques LeFèvre, who was also used of God despite his ultimate 



unwillingness to part with Rome. All of these articles demonstrate the wonderful work of God in 

preparation for the Great Reformation that we cherish as our heritage. 

 

In addition to the feature articles, this edition of Beacon Lights contains an insightful Current 

Events commentary on the troubling events in Afghanistan and the need for prayers on behalf of 

the church “under the cross” who live as martyrs for the name of Christ. We also note that the 

October edition of Little Lights represents the last of this rubric, which is being retired after 

many years of regular appearance in the magazine. The editorial staff offers its thanks to 

longstanding author Tricia Mingerink, who has faithfully contributed Little Lights articles for the 

last seven years. Readers can look forward to a new rubric for the 2022 calendar year, which we 

intend to release along with a new format for the magazine. 

 

God is good. His mercies are everlasting. And his truth endures for all generations. May we 

confess these truths as we look back on his past mercies and look forward to the future! 
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