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“He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 

our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5). Our sin is the reason why 

Christ had to endure God’s wrath on this earth and ultimately by the curse symbolized in crucifixion. It 

was for our wretched sins that he died. We violently violate God’s being every day countless times. This 

ought to prick each and every one of our hearts. Christ lived a perfect and sinless life without blemish. 

Why was he the one to die when he did nothing wrong?  

Although the events of Jesus’ last week are recorded in the Bible, there is no clear distinction 

between Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. For this reason, I will be focusing on the aspect of the 

plot of the Jews and of Judas Iscariot to kill Jesus. I will mainly be using parts of Matthew 26, Mark 14, 

and Luke 22.  

The chief priests and the scribes had been plotting to put Jesus to death. These men wanted to 

kill Jesus out of self-motivation because they were disappointed that he was taking away their followers. 

They did so at Caiaphas' palace. Caiaphas was the high priest at the time that Christ had started his 

ministry here on this earth. These men wanted “to take Jesus subtilty, and kill him. (Matthew 26:4)”  

They realized that it would be a poor decision to do this act during the Passover feast because 

they knew that would cause an uproar among the Jews that had flooded Jerusalem to observe the 

Passover. This is important to note because all three narratives include this. Luke says that they feared 

the people. Matthew and Mark both record, “Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the 

people.” Now their only problem was they had to find a way to snatch Jesus in secrecy.  

Judas Iscariot was the answer they were searching for. Luke 22:3 says that Satan entered into 

Judas’ heart. This shows Judas’ mindset from an interesting angle. It clearly portrays how truly wicked 

his mind was becoming. Somewhere along the way, Judas Iscariot heard what the chief priests and 

captains were conspiring of what they wanted to do to Jesus and he wanted to help.  

It is interesting to note that in each passage where this is recorded, Judas is spoken of as “one of 

the twelve.” This was certainly the chief priests and captains' open and clear path to seize Jesus secretly. 

Judas demanded a price though. He understood how good of an asset he was in the plot. He wanted 

thirty pieces of silver in exchange for him betraying Jesus unto them. This number is significant because 

back in that day in time, that was the price one would pay to own a slave, so that shows just how much 

Judas thought of Jesus.  

Now the conspirators had Judas as a co-conspirator working alongside them. Judas’ motive for 

wanting Jesus killed was also self-motivated. He was disappointed that Jesus did not want an earthly 

kingdom. He wanted to be in one of the higher ranks of that kingdom. They all understood that if they 

were going to follow through with their plan it was going to have to be in secret. Jesus understood that 

this was a key aspect also. In Matthew 26:2, Jesus states to his disciples, “Ye know that after two days is 

the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.” Jesus saying this shows that 

he understands that if he is going to be killed. It is going to have to be one of his closest followers that is 

going to help turn him in. Otherwise, the plan will not work because it will not be done in secret away 

from the people.  

As young people of the PRCA, we can especially see the importance of this passage. We may be 

focused on sports, getting good grades, figuring out what college to attend, the list goes on. These are 



all good things to yearn for and to look forward to, but we must remember that giving glory to God and 

loving Him go hand in hand with these. We must always have him in the forefront of our minds and be 

constantly giving him glory not ourselves. We do not accomplish anything without him being right there 

guiding us. We may call ourselves Christians because we go to church twice each Sunday or because we 

attend a Christian highschool, but are we truly living for Christ and giving him the glory? We must be 

careful to not betray Jesus and give into sinful lusts of our old man by thinking we deserve the glory.  

Our sins are the reason for which Christ died. This is heart wrenching but true. God’s wrath was 

poured on Christ in order that we may be saved. God used wicked men to physically kill Jesus out of 

their own selfish motives without giving them the knowledge that they carried out His will to save His 

elect children. For this we must be forever thankful.  

 

1 Corinthians 4:7 : “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 

receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” 
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