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Of all the pictures in God’s word that describe the church of Jesus Christ, there are two that are 
surpassing in beauty and joy. The church is often described as the sheep of God, or the flock of Jesus 
Christ. The beauty of this description of the church is that it pictures the gracious and tender care of the 
Good Shepherd for his sheep. Its happiness is that it gives to our hearts the solid comfort of belonging to 
this sheepfold of our Lord, that our Good Shepherd will always take care of us, providing us everything 
that we need and keeping us forever safe in his hand. 
Very similar is the inspired description of the church as the bride of Christ. There are many similarities 
between the two. Both beautifully describe the care of Christ for the church. Both emphasize the 
blessedness of simply belonging to our Lord. Both speak clearly of the gracious relationship of the 
covenant. Just as the shepherd calls the sheep to be his own, so the husband calls the wife to himself.  
He takes the initiative. The blessedness is in following him, being with him, and rejoicing always to know 
his leading and guiding. 
 
Yet, there is also a great difference between these two descriptions of the church. While the description 
of the church as sheep speaks of the great need of the sheep (prone to wander and stray), the 
description of the church as the bride of Christ speaks of the intimate love and holy union of love and 
fellowship between Christ and the church. In fact, we are hard-pressed to find any description of the 
church that comes anywhere near the beauty and glory portrayed by the church as the bride of Christ. 
 
As we consider this beauty and joy of Christ and his bride, we have great cause for rejoicing to be 
members of the bride of Christ and to share together in our love for our husband, Jesus Christ. We also 
have every reason to keep and guard ourselves in this love, out of our gratitude that our God has 
graciously chosen us to be part of the church as the faithful and committed bride of Christ. 
 
It is helpful to consider the passage that speaks most clearly of the church as the bride of Christ, 
Ephesians 5:22–33. The heart of this passage, in speaking of how husbands ought to love their wives and 
how wives ought to submit themselves to their husbands, is the gospel of the work of Jesus Christ on 
behalf of his bride. That work we find described in the words of Ephesians 5:25–26: “Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” Christ gave himself in his very life to wash the church 
in his blood, with that blood to sanctify and cleanse her. 
 
This same work of Christ toward the church is also pictured in the Old Testament, in Ezekiel 16:9. The 
prior verse speaks of God entering into a covenant with Israel, to make that people his wife. The 
following verses speak of God’s lavishly clothing Israel as his wife, and that all her beauty and comeliness 
he put upon her, to make her outstanding among the heathen in beauty and glory. The great difference 
in the passages is that in the Old Testament passage God’s care for his bride leaves her without excuse 
for her unfaithfulness to her husband, and under severe judgment for her unfaithfulness (vv. 27, 35–43). 
Yet he will abide faithful graciously to restore a remnant forever to be his faithful bride (vv. 62–63). 
 
Many other places in the Bible use this figure. Psalm 45 celebrates the wedding between Christ and his 
church, written in praise of the bridegroom. The whole book of the Song of Solomon celebrates the 
intimate love of Christ for his church and of the church for her husband. They seek, find, and then rest in 
one another’s love. Several parables of Christ use different facets of weddings and marriage to explain 



the kingdom of heaven. The call of the gospel is described as a call to attend a wedding feast (Matt. 
22:1–14). There is also the parable of the virgins in Matthew 25:1–13. One of the major themes that 
unites the book of Revelation is the coming of Christ as the bridegroom to save his bride from the evil 
grasp of the world and to bring her to heaven, to enjoy the marriage supper of the Lamb and to live 
forever in the bliss of heaven, the Lamb and his bride together forever. Glorious are the words of 
Revelation 21:2: “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” 
 
Several passages of scripture are worth noting more closely. According to Romans 7:2–4, the church has 
become dead to the law by the body of Christ, in his death. As a result of his death, the church is no 
longer married to the law, having had the law as her husband. By Jesus’ death the church is freed to be 
married “to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.” The apostle 
Paul expressed his zeal for the Corinthians’ fidelity to Christ against all departure from him with these 
words in 2 Corinthians 11:2: “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to 
one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” The last is from the mouth of John the 
Baptist, answering the complaints of his disciples that Jesus was gaining more disciples than he.  “He 
that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth 
him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must 
increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:29–30). 
 
Putting these passages together tells us of the wonder of the church as the bride of Christ. 
 
First, the Bible with this figure describes the history of the church of Jesus Christ, the beloved bride. She 
has her very beginning from the love of Christ. He redeemed her to wash her in his precious blood. By 
that washing he cleanses her to be his bride. By that same washing he so cleanses her heart that she 
loves her husband in return, and gives herself to him in committed devotion. As long as she lives on the 
earth she is the espoused bride of Christ, according to 2 Corinthians 11:2. According to Revelation 19:9, 
when Jesus comes again there will be “the marriage supper of the Lamb.” While on earth she is cruelly 
mistreated and abused by the world, which arouses the deep anger of her husband toward her abusers. 
She is the target of unlawful suitors, the devil, the world, and her own flesh, that would seduce her from 
faithfulness to Christ. She must also resist the temptation to commit fornication by idolatry, centering all 
her affection on her husband, keeping before her the day of her wedding feast. Keeping her eyes always 
on the coming of her husband from heaven in glory, her happiest day will be when he comes to deliver 
her from all her foes and tribulation and to take her to himself. She looks forward with heavenly delight 
to her endless life with her husband, to enjoy his companionship forever. 
 
This same description allows us to understand also the history of our Lord Jesus Christ with his heart for 
his bride in the forefront. In the very same love he showed in giving his life for her, he continues to love 
her so deeply and so intimately. When you hear him say, “Behold, I come quickly,” you must hear him 
say that with all his love and affection for his bride. He desires fervently and ardently to come and take 
his bride, be married, and go on living forever in wedded bliss. But first the bride must be finished and 
completed. Her suffering must be fulfilled for the completeness of her joy in her wonderful deliverance. 
In that intimate love he longs for her. He prays ardently as the mediator to his Father on behalf of his 
bride. In that love he prepares a home for her and makes all things ready for his marriage supper with 
her. He works in his execution of all the will of God at God’s right hand in order that the day may soon 
come when he will be with his beloved bride forever. 
 



Second, this precious description signifies the intimate communion and fellowship between Christ and 
his church. Christ delights to know his church thoroughly and completely, as a husband delights to know 
his precious wife. The church is also so enriched with the love of her husband that she loves him in 
return. She loves him out of the love that he has bestowed on her. She loves him also for all the love 
that he has bestowed. She delights to explore his love, because the more she knows about it, the more 
fervently she loves him in return. She turns to him with passionate affection, giving herself 
wholeheartedly to her Lord. She simply cannot wait until she can be with her husband forever, to live 
with him and to be perfected in order to love him forever with all her heart and soul. 
 
Third, this blessed description also speaks of the unity of the church from a very special viewpoint. This 
intimate, fervent, and ardent love of the bride must have its place in the heart of every member of the 
bride. The love of every child of God is the love of the bride for the bridegroom. The loving submission in 
the heart of every member of Christ is the loving submission of the bride to the bridegroom. The longing 
of the individual believer for his precious Savior and his coming again is the longing of the bride for the 
bridegroom. How blessed we are in that love! What a blessed and marvelous gift to cultivate and 
protect! 
 
There are especially two points of application for young people from this description of the church as 
the bride of Christ. 
 
The first point of application has to do with your affections. What do you do with them? Where do you 
steer them? 
 
It is too easy to divide them, to think that some affection we can have for the world, for the things of 
this world and friends of this world, and then other for spiritual things, for the word of God, and for the 
church. How helpful it is to have this description of the church as the bride of Christ! The bride turns 
away from all other suitors with disgust and revulsion. How could she possibly give her love and 
affection to another than her espoused husband? May we be filled with the thoughts expressed in the 
words of the apostle Paul and John the Baptist we considered above, that we be jealous for the 
husband, to see that he alone is loved and followed. Out of that holy jealousy may we direct our hearts 
toward our husband. May we also help our fellow young people out of that same jealousy. Out of that 
same jealousy for Christ alone, we must also be vigilant against such other seducers as heresies (2 Cor. 
11:2 in context), and even against the law as a rival to Christ (Rom. 7:2–4). 
 
The second point of application has to do with how we view marriage, and friendships and dating with a 
view to marriage. 
 
Marriage is so very important to the church of Jesus Christ. The marriages of godly men to godly women 
are so vital for the proper raising up of the future generations of the church in God’s covenant mercies. 
Such marriages also provide the framework of stability for godly parents and children to commit 
themselves to the church with the same lifetime commitment practiced in marriage. In godly marriages, 
husbands and wives help each other to become better Christians, as fellow pilgrims journeying to Zion. 
 
But it is also true that godly marriages, where believing husbands and wives live together by the grace of 
Jesus Christ, bring their happiness and satisfaction in their marriages to the loveliness and beauty of the 
one great marriage between Christ and his bride, the church. This is a powerful reason why young 
people must desire and demand one thing above all in their dating and marriage: true faith and its fruit 
of godliness in prospective spouses. 



So much encouragement for walking in the truth of the church as the bride of Christ is found in 
consideration of this blessed truth. Contemplate that marriage. Consider the glory, the wonder, the 
grace, and the majesty of your bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ. Meditate upon the glory, the wonder, 
the beauty, and the loveliness of the bride. Ponder the wonderful joy of the wedding feast in the 
celebration of the bride’s complete deliverance. Think about the everlasting bliss of the joy of their 
everlasting life together, forever delighting in one another’s love. So be strengthened in the pursuit of 
that end, as the blessed bride of Christ! 
 
Originally published June 2020, Vol 79 No 6 


