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August 8 Read Ecclesiastes 1:1–11 

What is the meaning of life? This is the question that Solomon sought the answer to when he 
wrote the book of Ecclesiastes. As he nears the end of his life and reign as king of Israel, Solomon 
reflects on his own experiences in order to instruct the people of Israel (and us) on what kind of life is 
worth living. At times, the book of Ecclesiastes can be difficult to understand. It is an example of wisdom 
literature, a style of writing that was very popular in Solomon’s day. Wisdom literature contains literary 
devices such as poetry, parallelism, and figurative imagery. It is not always meant to be taken literally 
but requires the reader to think critically and interpret the text in light of the rest of Scripture. 

Ecclesiastes is comprised of four sermons. Within each sermon, Solomon approaches the 
question of the meaning of life from two different perspectives—that of natural man and that of a child 
of God. As you read each section of verses, noticing which perspective Solomon is speaking from will 
really help you in making sense of the text. In the introductory poem found in today’s passage, notice 
how it emphasizes the futility of life from an unredeemed person’s perspective by describing the 
unending cycles of nature, the repetition of history, and the vanity of man’s accomplishments.  

Sing or pray Psalter #373 

August 9 Read Ecclesiastes 1:12–18  

As Solomon begins his first sermon, he points out the worthlessness of pursuing earthly 
knowledge. Solomon was the wisest man of his time, yet even he was not satisfied by what he 
discovered. The more he learned, the more he realized just how much he did not know. Today we have 
more knowledge at our fingertips than any other generation before us. But still there remain problems 
that cannot be solved and mysteries that even the most intelligent scientists cannot figure out. Man will 
never be able to find the answers to all the questions of this life. Even the smartest men are only a dim 
shadow of our all-knowing Creator.  

This does not mean that we should not take learning seriously. Gaining knowledge about God’s 
creation is a worthwhile endeavor. Earthly knowledge teaches us more about our Creator and enables 
us to better serve and glorify him in our various callings on this earth. But the pursuit of knowledge must 
not be used to as a tool to make us feel more in control of our lives. True peace comes only when we 
acknowledge our limitations and trust our limitless God who governs all things. 

Sing or pray Psalter #399 

August 10 Read Ecclesiastes 2:1–3 

Finding no satisfaction in pursuing knowledge, Solomon then attempted to seek satisfaction in 
various forms of pleasure and amusement. With his vast wealth and power, Solomon likely had access to 
all the best entertainment, food, and wine that was available at that time. But depending on pleasures 
such as comedy and alcohol to give his life meaning still left Solomon discontent in the end. 

Distracting yourself with entertainment is a terrible waste of the limited time that you have on 
this earth. Playing the newest addicting game on your phone for hours on end, binge watching the latest 
series on Netflix, or spending every weekend going to concerts or clubs are all modern-day examples of 
the type of amusement that Solomon is referring to. Losing yourself in mindless entertainment or mood-



altering substances and constantly seeking out new experiences to distract you from your life may give a 
temporary high, but no lasting comfort. You will still wake up the next morning with the same problems, 
having only ignored them for a little while. 

Sing or pray Psalter #400 

August 11 Read Ecclesiastes 2:4–11 

Solomon goes on in these verses to describe his massive collection of houses, vineyards, 
gardens, orchards, pools, forests, servants, cattle, silver and gold, and musical instruments, indicating 
that he lived in the lap of luxury. If anyone should have been happy, it was Solomon. He had everything 
that he could ever want. But all these possessions left him with only a short-lived sense of 
accomplishment and no permanent satisfaction.  

The advertising industry spends millions of dollars convincing us that we need that new house, 
car, boat, phone, or pair of shoes. They sell the lie that self-indulgence will make you happy and your life 
will not be complete without this one thing. But it is important for Christians to remember that all these 
things have no eternal value. How much of your time and money do you spend on accumulating things 
that are ultimately useless? How can you seek things of eternal value instead? 

Sing or pray Psalter #304 

August 12 Read Ecclesiastes 2:12–17 

Solomon was well aware that he was wiser than most men. He recognized that the way of 
wisdom was preferable to foolishness. A wise man is able to make good decisions and prepare well for 
the future, while a foolish man is often blindsided by the circumstances of his life. Any success a foolish 
man has is merely by chance. But the advantages of wisdom do not last forever. At death, the wise man 
is not better off than the foolish man.  

The sober reality of death puts all of our earthly goals and accomplishments into perspective. 
From a solely earthly point of view, this filled Solomon with bitterness (v. 17). What is the point of 
becoming the most successful person in the world if you are just going to die like everyone else and be 
forgotten? This serves as a good reminder to us that excelling above others does you no good in the 
end. Is being better than others an idol in your life? Reevaluate your priorities in light of what has 
lasting, eternal value and what is only temporary. 

Sing or pray Psalter #188 

August 13 Read Ecclesiastes 2:18–23 

It is interesting to note that the words “labour” or “laboured” are used eight times in this 
section of verses. Solomon did not only spend his life obtaining knowledge and possessions, he also 
worked hard in his kingdom, building, investing, and producing. Yet the thought of all he had 
accomplished fills him with despair. Was all the effort worth it? Who knew what kind of man would 
inherit this empire? And what would his successor do with it all?  

It is very easy to spend your whole life working and worrying about what you want to 
accomplish on this earth, building your own empire just like Solomon did. Many would recognize this as 
an admirable use of your time, but in the end what does it really get you? Think about what most 
occupies your time. What do you work the hardest on and spend the most time thinking about? Is it 
something that serves the kingdom of God or your own personal kingdom? 



Sing or pray Psalter #305 

August 14 Read Ecclesiastes 2:24–26 

Up to this point, Solomon has emphasized the unhappiness and dissatisfaction that all of 
mankind experiences as they labor on this earth under the effects of the fall. But here his perspective 
shifts as God is brought into the picture. Although God’s chosen people still live the same hard life 
plagued with sin that the rest of the world does, their perspective is different because God gives them 
joy. 

James 1:17 reminds us that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above”. God blesses 
the faithful labor of his children with enjoyment. True satisfaction in our labors cannot be obtained on 
our own. It only comes by the hand of our heavenly Father. 

When you feel satisfaction in completing a project to the best of your ability, that satisfaction is 
a gift from God. When you take pleasure in eating a delicious meal that you have prepared, that 
pleasure is a gift from God. When you feel happiness after helping a neighbor in need, that happiness is 
a gift from God. Thank God today for the gift of enjoyment and ask him to help you see the joy in 
everything that you do. 

Sing or pray Psalter #7 

August 15 Read Ecclesiastes 3:1–8   

The events of our lives do not always happen the way that we want them to. From our tiny 
human perspective, it often feels as though God has messed up and let things get out of control. 
Because we do not know what God knows, his timing does not always make sense to us. But the God 
who invented time does not operate according to our preferred timelines. Instead, he is working all 
things according to his own perfect plan. In the previous chapter, Solomon asked, “What it the point of it 
all?” Here we find the answer—there is a point in everything. 

Everything that God does happens at exactly the right time. He is never early or late. He never 
forgets about something that should have gotten done. He is never in a hurry to meet a deadline. He is 
always in perfect control of what is going on. He has preordained “a time to every purpose under the 
heaven” (v. 1). What an unbelievable comfort this is for the believer! We can be confident that every 
sorrow and hurt that we experience is not pointless, but purposeful. “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Rom. 
8:28). 

Sing or pray Psalter #401 

August 16 Read Ecclesiastes 3:9–15  

I like to keep an index card with 1 Corinthians 15:58 written on it sitting on my windowsill over 
the kitchen sink. This verse reads, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”. As I 
wash dishes and clean up the kitchen over and over again, day after day, this verse reminds me that 
there is a purpose to even my most mundane, everyday jobs. Everything has a purpose. Even the most 
boring task like washing the dishes is meaningful because it is part of God’s beautiful, perfect plan. 

It can be tempting to find your value in how important the world considers your job to be. But it 
does not matter whether you are a doctor or the one who cleans the bathrooms at the hospital, you are 
vitally important. As a child of God, your worth is not found in what you can accomplish, but what God is 



accomplishing through you. Rejoice in what God has given you to do, no matter how meaningless it 
seems, because your faithful labor serves his divine purposes. 

Sing or pray Psalter #28 

August 17 Read Ecclesiastes 3:16–22  

At the beginning of his second sermon, Solomon returns to his “under the sun” perspective and 
bemoans that fact that injustice prevails even in the courts of law. Sin has permeated every part of life 
on this earth. Because of this, even the justice system, set up specifically to uphold justice, is at times 
unjust. Solomon goes on to reason that maybe God is permitting all this injustice to show men that they 
are really no better than animals, despite their superior intelligence. All men will eventually die, decay, 
and return to the dust just like animals do. 

How grim life is for those who do not believe! How terrible it is to truly wonder, is this it? Is 
there an afterlife? Am I no better than an animal? It is only by grace that the believer is able to realize 
that there is more and have hope when facing the difficulties of life in a sinful, dying world. Be thankful 
for the promise of eternal life and the comfort it provides God’s people as they live on this earth and 
deal with the effects of sin such as injustice and moral decay. 

Sing or pray Psalter #215 

August 18 Read Ecclesiastes 4:1–3   

Life is full of oppression. People regularly abuse the power they have over others. Dictators 
oppress nations. The rich oppress the poor. Employers oppress employees. Aliens and immigrants are 
oppressed. Orphans and widows are oppressed. Even those who are of equal economic standing 
oppress each other by cheating and stealing. In such a world, how can anyone find joy and happiness? 
Solomon wonders if maybe those who were never born are better off. 

The brutality of sinful men in this life shows the necessity of an afterlife and coming judgement. 
Our hope cannot be in this life because it is hopeless. But we can trust that Jesus is coming again. He will 
judge the oppressive for their cruelty and they will be punished everlastingly, even if they never 
received punishment in this life for their deeds. Matthew 18:6–7 speaks of this promise when it says, 
“But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the 
world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the 
offence cometh!”. 

Sing or pray Psalter #198 

August 19 Read Ecclesiastes 4:4–8   

Solomon goes on in chapter four to show the vanity of working hard for purely selfish reasons. 
He does this by describing a lonely workaholic. This man has no companions because he is so obsessed 
with working hard and earning money. But what has it gained him? What is the point of having wealth if 
you have no one to share it with?  

Most of you young men will someday be husbands and fathers. It is important to take seriously 
your calling to provide for your family, but still remember to keep a proper balance between work and 
home life. Do not let the pursuit of financial security for your family become an obsession that takes you 
away from them. I have never heard a father look back on his life and say that he wished he had worked 
more hours when his children were young. In fact, they usually say just the opposite.  



Sing or pray Psalter #360 

August 20 Read Ecclesiastes 4:9–12  

From the very beginning, God said, “It is not good that man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18). The 
desire for companionship is a basic human need that God created us with. Companionship is one of the 
great blessings that God has given us to enjoy in this life, whether it be in marriage, friendship, or 
Christian community. And all these relationships are pictures of the relationship that we need most—a 
relationship with our heavenly Father through Jesus Christ. 

In today’s very individualistic culture, it can be easy to fool ourselves into thinking that we do 
not need other people. But if there is one lesson I learned from the recent restrictions on gatherings due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, it just how vital companionship is to our physical and spiritual life. We need 
people. We need people to bring us the truth of the gospel when we are struggling with sin. We need 
people to hold us up both physically and spiritually when we are weak. We need people to bring us the 
comfort of the gospel when we are in the valley of grief. Thank God for the gift of Christian community 
and do not take it for granted. 

Sing or pray Psalter #117 

August 21 Read Ecclesiastes 4:13–16  

Solomon tells a story here about a young man who rises out of prison to become a great, 
wealthy king. But as he grows older, he is replaced by another and left alone with nothing. In the end his 
achievements were empty and useless. The point of this parable is that popularity and fame are 
uncertain and unpredictable. If you depend on the approval of others for your own fulfillment you will 
always be disappointed.  

The world around us creates the illusion that popularity is something to be desired. No matter 
what you have to do to become famous (or infamous) it is worth it. But fame is fickle. How many 
internet celebrities can you think of that had millions of followers but said one wrong thing and 
suddenly they were nothing? And just like the king in Solomon’s proverb, someone new was waiting to 
replace them. 

How much effort do you put into seeking the approval of others? How much time do you spend 
cultivating your online image to gain likes and followers? Popularity is not a secure foundation on which 
to base your happiness. Think about how you could use your social media accounts to promote the glory 
of God instead of promoting yourself. 

Sing or pray Psalter #246 

August 22 Read Ecclesiastes 5:1–7   

In contrast to unconverted man’s hopelessness, here Solomon’s viewpoint shifts dramatically. 
He turns our attention away from money, achievement, and popularity toward God instead. This shift 
serves as a reminder that the mind of a child of God should be focused on heavenly rather than earthly 
things. In all aspects of our life, we must strive to serve God instead of self. Solomon goes on to explain 
how this attitude of service manifests itself in how we speak, when we worship, and also how we speak 
when making vows.  

When we come to God’s house for worship, we must come reverently and thoughtfully. We 
must focus on how God commands us to worship him in his word, rather than on what we want to do or 
what makes us feel most comfortable and engaged. Worship must not be about showing off to other 



people by the words that we say or what we do. Is your worship characterized by selfishness or by the 
proper fear of God? 

Sing or pray Psalter #222 

August 23 Read Ecclesiastes 5:8–17 

Solomon once again returns to the perspective of an unconverted man to show how completely 
futile it is to occupy your whole life with trying to become rich. Although it may provide a sense of 
accomplishment and security to have a lot money, riches do not provide true satisfaction. The desire for 
more money can easily become an addiction. A greedy man will never be content with what he has and 
will often do whatever it takes to get more. 

Have you ever thought that if you just had more money it would solve so many of your 
problems? Solomon reminds us here that with great wealth comes great responsibility and even more 
problems. Money has the power to tear apart families and destroy lives. You are as likely to find true 
comfort in money as you are to grasp the wind! Let us remember to relegate money to its proper place 
in our lives—a gift from God to be used for his glory. 

Sing or pray Psalter #97 

August 24 Read Ecclesiastes 5:18–20  

At the closing of his second sermon, Solomon once again underlines the contrast between a 
person who lives for God and a person who lives for himself. Those whose hearts God has powerfully 
changed will recognize that every blessing we receive in this life is not a fruit of our own labor, but a gift 
from God. Every single thing that we have comes from God’s hand and is to be enjoyed, not hoarded or 
idolized. 

God has not only given us many good gifts but also the ability to enjoy these good gifts. He has 
given you a home to live in with your family and use to offer hospitality to others. He has given you 
money to buy the things that you need and give to the church. He has given you food to fuel your body 
and share with others. When you stop to think about just how much God has blessed you with, how can 
you help but to worship and serve Him with everything you have? 

Sing or pray Psalter #262 

August 25 Read Ecclesiastes 6:1–12  

As Solomon begins his third sermon, he examines life from an unconverted perspective again. 
He gives an example of a great tragedy from a human point of view—a wealthy man who dies before he 
is able to enjoy his riches or have a son to inherit his fortune. A stranger ends up with everything that 
this man worked so hard to obtain. Then the complete opposite situation is presented—a man who lives 
a long life and is able to have one hundred children. From an earthly standpoint this life is preferable, 
but Solomon recognizes that this man is still no better off than the one who died young, or even than a 
baby who dies in the womb. 

Solomon uses these examples to once again reiterate the point that there is no lasting 
advantage to any earthly achievements. It is a waste of time to hope that your wealth will last. It is a 
waste of time to hope that wealth will satisfy you. It is a waste of time to hope that you will be able to 
find any lasting satisfaction in this life apart from God.  

Sing or pray Psalter #277 



August 26 Read Ecclesiastes 7:1–10 

In contrast to the worthlessness of a life of trying to store up the treasures of this earth, 
Solomon now presents some practical wisdom for how to live a life that is worthwhile. This section of 
Ecclesiastes is very reminiscent of the book of Proverbs. He uses various illustrations to show that the 
life of a child of God should be characterized by things such as honor, seriousness, and restraint instead 
of self-indulgence, frivolity, and rashness. 

The world tries to create the illusion that a life filled with luxury, mindless entertainment, and 
fun is the best life that there is, and they are very convincing. An easy, meaningless life appeals to our 
human nature. But although a difficult life it is not as pleasant, it brings a greater reward than shallow 
pleasures. Are your relationships with your friends based on simply having fun, or something more 
substantial? Do you dare to confront them if they are sinning, or do you laugh it off and ignore it? 
Forming serious, godly friendships takes a lot more work. But good friendships are a great benefit to 
your spiritual life and can lead to lifelong relationships. 

Sing or pray Psalter #370 

August 27 Read Ecclesiastes 7:11–22 

Solomon had more wisdom and more wealth than any other man of his time. When looking 
back on his life he could clearly see that wisdom is preferable to wealth. It is possible to be both wealthy 
and wise, as he was. Yet striving to gain wisdom is a far better use of time and effort than trying to gain 
wealth. Wisdom is key to living a worthwhile life on this earth instead of one that is characterized by 
vanity. 

Wisdom recognizes that your life is in the hand of God and is ordered by him according to a 
perfect plan. Wisdom recognizes that submission to God’s will for your life is a much better option than 
trying to rebel against it. Wisdom recognizes that while the wicked seem to prosper while the righteous 
suffer, this is only temporary. Wisdom does not take the criticisms of others to heart. Follow the famous 
example of Solomon and pray that God will give you wisdom instead of asking for wealth. 

Sing or pray Psalter #202 

August 28 Read Ecclesiastes 7:23–8:13  

Solomon is confident in the practical advice that he shares because he learned it the hard way, 
through his own life experience. He tried to figure out what was wise on his own, but fell prey to many 
temptations along the way, such as wicked women. Women seemed to be a particular temptation for 
Solomon, judging from his 700 wives and 300 concubines. As we read earlier, he also sought to find 
satisfaction in hard work, money, power, and possessions, but ultimately dismisses them all as vanity.  

A truly wise man is rare. This man recognizes the importance of discretion. He knows that there 
is a proper time and procedure for everything, as shown by the example that Solomon gives of how to 
behave in the presence of a king. But most importantly, a truly wise man knows that a life lived in the 
fear of God is far better than one lived in the service of evil. No one can escape death or the final 
judgement. In the end, no matter what you have accomplished on this earth, the fear of God is what 
matters in the day of judgement. 

Sing or pray Psalter #235 

August 29 Read Ecclesiastes 8:14–17 



As Solomon begins his fourth and final sermon, he highlights the unpredictability of life on this 
earth. No man knows exactly what is going to happen because God’s purposes are knowable. Romans 
11:33 beautifully states this truth when it says, “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”. 

The realization of the uncertainty of life leads the unconverted man to throw himself into 
enjoying whatever he can while he has the chance. His life motto is “Eat, drink and be merry!” It leads 
him to make decisions purely based on what feels good at the time or brings the most enjoyment to his 
life. What a shallow and depressing life this is! Can you even imagine? This thought should encourage us 
in our personal evangelism as we seek to show others the only source of true satisfaction—a 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

Sing or pray Psalter #355 

August 30 Read Ecclesiastes 9:1–10 

While the unconverted man is trying to live life to the fullest because it is all he has, the child of 
God enjoys his life for a completely different reason. God holds our life in his hand (v. 1). What a 
comforting truth this is for the believer! Although we do not know exactly what the future holds, we 
know the character of the one who planned it. We know that God in his infinite wisdom planned all 
things for the good of his people and in the service of his glory. 

We have no idea how much time we have on this earth, so we should make the most of the time 
that we do have. Do not waste your time trying to figure out what is going to happen or try to control 
things that only God is in control of. Instead, enjoy your life as a gift from him. Live joyfully (v. 9) and do 
everything to the best of your ability (v. 10) and for the glory of God. This is the key to a truly fulfilling 
life. 

Sing or pray Psalter #314 

August 31 Read Ecclesiastes 9:11–16 

In these verses, Solomon tells a story about a little city that was besieged by a great king. The 
situation was hopeless. But then a poor man uses his wisdom to save the city. You would think that the 
story ends with the poor man being made a ruler in the city or given a great reward for his service. But 
instead, we read that no one remembered the man. His great deed went unnoticed and unrewarded. 

If we expect that everyone who does something good will be rewarded in this life, we will be 
very disappointed. Life on this earth is not fair. People do not always receive what we think they should 
or even what they deserve. Credit does not always go to those who warrant it. The story of the poor 
man’s unrecognized great deed further emphasizes Solomon’s point that life on this earth is 
unpredictable. We cannot place our hope in what we think will happen in future on this earth. We can 
only live for God in the here and now and place our hope in his promises for eternity. 

Sing or pray Psalter #190 

September 1 Read Ecclesiastes 9:17–18; 10:12–14 

Just like he did in the second part of the third sermon, Solomon instructs the people here with 
more proverbial lessons worth learning about what is wise and what is foolish. The verses that you read 
today focus especially on the wise use of words. He contrasts the speech of a wise man and a foolish 
man. The speech of a wise man is gracious and humble; a wise man acknowledges what they do not 



know. The speech of a foolish man, however, is excessive and prideful. A foolish man is brashly 
confident despite his lack of knowledge. 

We live in a day and age where wise speech is underappreciated. People seem to care more 
about how large of a following they can gain than the content of their message. Take a moment for self-
examination. Is what you are saying online or in person wise or foolish? Think about your media 
consumption as well. Are you being distracted by the shouts of fools or seeking out the quiet words of 
the wise? 

Sing or pray Psalter #24 

September 2 Read Ecclesiastes 10:2–4, 8–11 

Foolishness cannot be hidden. What is in a person’s heart has a way of making itself known 
through their actions. A person who conducts themselves wisely takes the time to evaluate potential 
dangers, proceeds with caution, and prepares properly. In contrast, a person who conducts themselves 
foolishly acts hastily without considering what the outcome might be. The mark of a wise person is one 
who uses their mind before they use their hands. Knowing when it is appropriate to do something is just 
as important as knowing how to do it.  

As a parent of young children, I can attest to the fact that wise conduct is not something we are 
born with. It must be cultivated by learning from God’s word and listening to godly instruction from 
parents, teachers, and other mentors. But even as adults we will never be perfectly wise. Pray that God 
will continue to work in your heart and mind so that you can make increasingly wise decisions that bring 
glory and honor to his name. 

Sing or pray Psalter #69 

September 3 Read Ecclesiastes 10:1, 5–7, 15 

The glorification of folly is a terrible thing. Solomon recognized it as “an evil which I have seen 
under the sun” (v. 5) when fools are put in positions of power. This is an evil that continues today. Many 
foolish people are elected or promoted to positions of great leadership.  But even more frightening is 
the fact that many foolish men and women (so-called “celebrities”) are idolized and considered role 
models by young people. This is not just happening in the world, but in the church as well. 

We were created to be image bearers of God, but sin has corrupted this good creation. The 
media that you consume has more of an influence on you than you may realize. It has the power to 
conform you to the image of the world instead. Think about the shows and movies that you watch. Are 
they promoting the glorification of folly or wisdom? Think about the people that you follow online. Are 
they gracious and humble or brash and prideful? Do their actions reveal a heart of folly or wisdom? 

Sing or pray Psalter #60 

September 4 Read Ecclesiastes 10:16–20 

At the end of this section of life lessons, Solomon considers what makes a good ruler of the 
people. A ruler that is not lazy or idle is a blessing to the people they rule over. We see the greatest 
example of this in the one who has given all other rulers their authority. The triune God is always 
working on behalf of his people. We read in scripture that he is constantly upholding all things, working 
in our hearts and preparing a place for us in heaven and so much more. No one could ever accuse God 
of being lazy or inactive! 



Laziness is a great evil. It is destructive to individuals, families, and communities. Genesis 2:15 
reminds us that from the very beginning we were put on this earth to work and take care of it. Many 
passages in the book of Proverbs also warn against laziness. Yet the world glorifies a life of leisure. They 
promote the lie that if you no longer have to work, then you have finally made it in life. Laziness is not 
something for a Christian to aspire to. Rather, we should aim all our life long to serve God to the best of 
our ability. “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the 
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23–24). 

Sing or pray Psalter #90 

September 5 Read Ecclesiastes 11:1–8 

In this section of verses, Solomon used several proverbs to demonstrate the importance of 
working diligently during the limited time that we have on this earth. For example, he points out in verse 
3 that the usefulness of a cloud is in the fact that it empties itself to water the earth. It is easy to waste 
time anxiously wondering exactly what we should do or speculating on what could happen. But instead 
of waiting for ideal conditions to carry out your calling, just get started! “Cast your bread upon the 
waters” (v. 1) and trust that God will make your labors fruitful, even if you do not see a result 
immediately. 

Only God knows the future. Man can try his best to figure out what will happen using all the 
information and technology that they have available, but it is still just a guess. But even though we do 
not know the future, we still know what we need to do in the present. A farmer sows his seed with the 
hope that it will sprout and grow even though he does not know what the outcome will be. We also 
must work diligently, give generously, and trust that God holds our future in his capable hands. 

Sing or pray Psalter #36 

September 6 Read Ecclesiastes 11:9–12:7 

As Solomon concludes his last sermon, he emphasizes the fact that it is important to live in light 
of eternity no matter what age you are. He especially encourages those who are young to serve God 
now. He entreats them to use their best years of physical and mental strength in the service of the Lord 
instead of squandering it on self-service. 

Young people, now is the time to remember that you belong to God. Now is the time to 
remember that it is your duty to present your life as a living sacrifice to him (Rom. 12:1). Remember God 
by spending time in his word and prayer and contemplating all that he has done for you. He will hold 
you accountable for the way that you use these years of your life. Do not think that you can wait until 
you are older to turn to him because it may be too late. Spiritual forgetfulness is a sin that plagues 
believers of all ages; you will not become immune to it once you pass a certain age.  

Sing or pray Psalter #428 vs. 1–5 

September 7 Read Ecclesiastes 12:8–14 

At the end of Ecclesiastes, Solomon reiterates his original conclusion that “all is vanity” (v. 8). 
But then he goes on in the next few verses to explain why he was divinely inspired to write this book. 
Both the words and the style in which the book is written are intended to capture people’s attention. His 
words are meant to impart the true meaning of life to the people of God so that they do not keep 
searching elsewhere for fulfillment. His words are also intended to spur God’s people to action—to live 
their lives for him! 



The only life worth living is one that is motivated by the fear of God. Have a reverent respect for 
him because of his greatness and glory. Think about him in every decision that you make. Live your life 
in the awareness of his presence and in a way that pleases him. Pray that the Lord will put his 
commandments in your heart and give you the grace needed to obey them. By nature, we would be 
stuck living a life that is futile, but because of the gospel, we have hope. Through Jesus, we can live a life 
that is worthwhile. 

Sing or pray Psalter #428 vs. 6–10 
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