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“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.” Matthew 24:14  

“[A]nd ye shall be witnesses unto me.” Acts 1:8 
I was asked to write on the subject of “The Sovereignty of God and Evangelism.” What is the 

connection between the two? Does the one rule out the other? Can we speak of both, or do we need to 
choose one over the other? The enemies of Calvinism claim that the Protestant Reformed Churches 
cannot do missions because we hold to double predestination and reject free will, as well as the well-
meant offer of the gospel. In other words, if we teach that God does not desire to save all humans, or 
that Jesus did not die for all people, we have no good news to share. 

But sadly, it is not only the enemies of Calvinism that have a difficult time linking the sovereignty 
of God with evangelism. It also at times is difficult for some in our own churches. A member of our 
churches said, “Yes, missions are necessary because God commands it. But it is not really so important, 
because God will effectually save all those whom he has chosen. All the elect shall be saved.” How do 
we respond to such thinking? What is the link between the sovereignty of God in salvation and our 
responsibility in sharing the good news of the gospel? 

Eternally God has chosen to himself a church in Jesus Christ. From all eternity God has known 
and loved each member of this church. In love he has ordained each member to eternal life. The one 
goal God has in all of history is to gather this church to himself. What is the gathering of the church? The 
gathering of the church is the work of God to bring his people, one by one, to faith and salvation in Jesus 
Christ. This is the one great work of God throughout all history. How is God pleased to do this? Through 
the foolishness of preaching. We read in 1 Corinthians 1:21 that “it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe.” The idea there is not that the content of the preaching is 
foolishness. It is the truth of God. But many today would say, “What a dumb and boring way of 
spreading forth the truth of the gospel. Rather than a long monologue by a preacher, let’s have more 
audience participation. Let’s have songs, films, and dancing.” We must not try to be wiser than God. God 
is pleased to use preaching: his word spoken by men ordained to the ministry. The preaching of the 
word by ministers and missionaries is a means of grace whereby Christ gathers and builds his church. It 
is by the preaching of the word that people hear Christ himself (Rom. 10:14–15).  

There is also the witness of God’s people to those around them. It is upon the role of each 
believer in the church that I wish to focus in this article. How does God use you and me? Jesus said, 
“[A]nd ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8). Christ has called each member of the church to be a 
witness, a faithful witness of the gospel. As we have heard the living word of God preached to us, that 
word, living in our hearts, is to be our witness before the world. We, as members of Christ’s church, 
called Christians, are witnesses. The question then is not, “Am I a witness? Should I witness to others?” 
The question is, “Am I a good and faithful witness? Am I faithful in the content of my witness? Am I 
faithful in the use of the opportunities given to me to witness? What do others see when they look at or 
listen to me?” There is the need to reach out to our neighbors and to our associates. 

Our witness is broad and all-embracing. We witness not only to some, but to all those whom 
God places before us: neighbors, family, co-workers, fellow believers, those who are not Christians, and 
those who are Christians but need still to be shown more completely the way of salvation. We need to 
be faithful witnesses according to the truth of God’s word. We need to use opportunities that God has 
given to us as members of his church. Each believer in the office of prophet, priest, and king has the 
ability and commission to witness. This is a privilege and a calling! 



How do we do this? First, we do this in our own membership in the church. Each member plays 
a role in the spiritual condition of the church. God will not bless a church where the truth of God’s word 
is not maintained. God will not bless the church where there is strife and contention. Am I one who 
knows and loves and defends the truth of God’s word? Do I have a lively interest in the word of God? 
Am I eager and expectant to come to God’s house twice on Sunday for the preaching of the word? Am I 
eager to belong to a society where God’s word is studied and discussed? Do I give myself for the spiritual 
health of my church? Do you and I pray for and work toward a beautiful harmony and love in the 
membership of the church (Ps. 122; Ps. 133)? This is the church that God will bless in her witness. (What 
person from outside the church would want to join a church in which there is constant criticism and 
bitterness?) 

Second, we witness by living godly in whatever station and calling God has given to us. This 
godly life and speech of individual believers is the greatest and most effective witness to those outside 
of the church. They are looking and listening. Do we as husbands love our wives? Do we as wives submit 
to and obey our husbands? Do we as children obey our parents? Do we as students diligently do our 
best in our studies and show kindness to our classmates? Do I, as an employee, give my best work? Am I, 
as an employer, fair and generous to my workers? The world is looking and watching! 

Specifically, as members of Christ’s church we give verbal expression of our faith to others. We 
read in Colossians 4:5–6: “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your 
speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” 
Living in the world, saints come into contact with those outside of the church and outside of Christ. This 
text forbids an attitude of pride or a lack of concern or interest in those outside of the church. Paul urges 
the Colossians, in walking toward those that are outside, to “redeem the time.”  

How do we do this? We should take advantage of and grasp the opportunity to speak to “every 
man.” For us that might even mean creating opportunities. Offer to mow the neighbor’s lawn in summer 
or shovel his sidewalk in winter. Get to know that neighbor or work associate in order that you might 
have an opportunity to bring a witness. Allow the neighbor to get to know and respect you, asking you 
of the things that you believe. Be friendly towards, love, be concerned for, and show a genuine interest 
in that person and their soul. “Wisdom” means that before we can speak, we must listen. Who are they? 
What do they believe? What struggles or fears do they have? Be approachable. Bridge that gap by 
showing interest, helping with a task if needed, being a good neighbor to them. Ask the right questions 
to discover where that person is at physically, mentally, and spiritually. What is their knowledge of 
scripture and the Reformed faith? This means that we must be sufficiently acquainted with the 
scriptures ourselves so that we can answer anyone. We read in 1 Corinthians 2:12, “Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God.” Our speech must always be with “grace.” This means that our speech 
must reveal God’s grace, not being abusive, vindictive, or proud. We speak the truth in love. “Redeem 
the time” means that we do not put off this witness, but when an opportunity comes, take it. Use it for 
God’s glory and possibly the salvation of the individual to whom you are witnessing. 

Why will we witness? We will because we love God and desire that he may be glorified. This 
must be the motive behind every activity of a child of God. We will witness because we are so thankful 
for what God has done for us in the gift of his beloved Son, Jesus Christ. God loved us while we were yet 
sinners. We will witness because we love God’s word and have a zeal that others also may know these 
truths. We will witness because we have a love and concern for our neighbors, desiring that they too 
may be saved. We desire to do whatever we can for everyone that God places on our path. We will 
witness because God has promised to give us, by his Spirit, the words to speak. 

Our confidence in witnessing is not in ourselves. We are not able to change anyone’s mind or 
heart. The heart of the gospel that we witness is this: the salvation of God in our Lord Jesus Christ. Only 
God can save. Only God is able to open the eyes of the blind and open the ears of the deaf. Only God 



can break the hardness of the heart. Only God can cause a person to know his sin and need and seek the 
Lord Jesus. We cannot of ourselves bring people to repentance and faith. We must bring our witness 
with some thought, understanding, and compassion to others. But it is God who brings a person to 
repentance and faith. Does that discourage you? No, we must know our own limitations in order to be 
faithful witnesses of God. It is in our utter dependence upon God that we go forward in our witness. It 
makes us disciples of fervent prayer. We pray for the preaching of the word by the church. We pray that 
our witness as members of the church is faithful. We pray for those that are near us, that neighbor or 
work associate, by name. We pray that God will make his word effective in the hearts of those to whom 
we give a witness. We pray for the right attitude in our own hearts as we witness. “Lord, may my life be 
an example, and may my words (when given an opportunity) be effective, according to thy will, for their 
salvation.” 

But what if that neighbor or that work associate is not eternally chosen of God? That, my dear 
friend, is not the right question. We do not know whom God has chosen or rejected. The apostle Paul 
surely believed in eternal predestination. Read Romans 9. But in Romans 10, we read of the apostle Paul 
saying, “[M]y heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” Our prayers are 
framed not by whom God has chosen, but by God’s precept. Pray as God commands us to pray, 
according to his will.  

The sovereignty of God in eternal predestination is not a hindrance to our witness, but rather is 
an encouragement. Predestination does not extinguish the flame or desire for the salvation of those 
who are in darkness. It gives us peace. It gives us encouragement. We go forth with that word, knowing 
that God will bring out of darkness those whom he has chosen. God will powerfully save all those who 
are his, chosen before the foundation of the world. And he is pleased to do so through the witness of 
the church. God is pleased to use means: the preaching of his word and the witness of his church. What 
a privilege and what a responsibility we are given. We must walk dependent upon God, with his word in 
our hearts, trusting him to use us. “Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul” (Ps. 66:16).  

Let us be faithful then. Let us be faithful in our church membership. Let us be faithful in our life. 
Let us be faithful in our words. Let us be faithful in our witness. Let us be faithful in our prayers. God is 
glorified in the sovereignty of his work and in our faithful witness. What a privilege to be used by God in 
the saving of his elect. Jehovah saves! 
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