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Since evangelism is the special topic of this issue, we are going to spend some time with 

the term and concept of evangelism. In Ephesians 4:11 we read, “And he gave some, apostles; 

and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” An evangelist was a 

man who preached the gospel, the good news of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ 

alone. In the Greek New Testament, the same root word is used for both evangelist and gospel. 

Philip was an evangelist (Acts 21:8), and Paul exhorted Timothy to “do the work of an 

evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5). Evangelists would travel the world, preaching the gospel to all who 

would hear it. They were not called to this work by Christ personally as the apostles were, nor 

were they sent officially by the church as missionaries or pastors are. God no longer calls men to 

the special office of evangelist; like the office of apostle, the office of evangelist has passed 

away. 

Unlike the special office of evangelist, evangelism is ongoing. Let us examine 

evangelism as a concept. Evangelism is the preaching of the gospel, especially to those who are 

outside the church. Evangelism is preaching the gospel to heathens and self-professing 

unbelievers. Evangelism includes preaching the gospel to those who profess to be Christians and 

yet are misinformed, ignorant, indifferent, careless, or apostate with respect to the true gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Evangelism even includes preaching the gospel in the church! The evangelism 

activities of Timothy and Philip demonstrate that these groups are the objects of evangelism. 

Nowadays God carries out his work of evangelism by calling men to the office of 

minister and missionary through the instituted church. Just as preaching the gospel is the work of 

the instituted church, so also evangelism is the work of the instituted church. The authority and 

calling to preach the gospel was given to the church, not to individuals. Apart from his lawful 

calling by the church, a minister has no right and no authority to preach the gospel. Much less 

does any man, woman, or young person have the right or authority to preach the gospel of his 

own accord. Many congregations appoint an evangelism committee to aid in the church’s 

evangelism. These committees and their members do not preach the gospel; rather, they work to 

bring gospel preaching to people who need to hear it. In our media-rich environment, there are 

countless avenues for committees to carry out their work, yet they have this one goal: to bring 

people under the preaching of the gospel. 

For a proper understanding of the church’s calling to evangelism, we need to understand 

the antithesis and relate it to the work of evangelism. Antithesis literally means “against a 

position.” It indicates the reality and presence of two opposing positions. Genesis 3:15 is the 

foremost verse that tells us about the antithesis, even though that word is not used. God tells us 

that there will be hatred and conflict between Jesus and Satan, the seed of the woman and the 

seed of the serpent, throughout all of history. The antithesis has its source in God’s decree of 

election and reprobation. The antithesis is seen at Jesus’ crucifixion as the historical fulfillment 

of the promise in Genesis 3:15. The antithesis is seen in God’s saving one criminal while the 

other perished in hell for his sin. God maintains the antithesis throughout history by the work of 

the Holy Spirit; the Spirit’s work of regenerating the elect makes the difference. The difference is 

life and death in the spiritual sense. The antithesis indicates a spiritual division and separation, 

not physical, even though this spiritual division often becomes visible. 

The spiritual nature of the antithesis has a profound impact on the work of evangelism. If 

we took the antithesis to mean a physical separation from the world, individual members of the 



church could no longer have a witness by our words or by our lives! And, although personal 

witnessing is not evangelism, our witnessing supports the evangelism of the church. Our lives 

will demonstrate the doctrines we believe. Our lives will be marked by a Spirit-worked holiness, 

not worldliness. Since we confess that the antithesis is spiritual, we live in the world. We do not 

attempt to cut ourselves off from the world as the Amish do. We talk with our neighbors, 

whether that is at work or at school or in our own neighborhoods. I may not treat others as if I am 

better than them, shun co-workers, or remain unfriendly toward my neighbors. 

The antithesis is the difference between the truth and the lie. The church is called to 

preach the true gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ alone, through faith alone. Any imposition of 

man’s willing or doing upon the gospel message is a corruption of the true gospel. If the 

preaching makes faith to be a work of man rather than the gift of God, the gospel is corrupted. 

The gospel is such good news because it teaches that faith is the gift of God! All natural men are 

depraved sinners and unable to desire salvation in Christ, let alone believe in him. The true 

gospel teaches this over against all other false teachings, such as Arminianism and the 

conditional covenant. 

The right understanding of the antithesis also directs the church’s mindset in evangelism. 

Individuals do not save souls, and churches do not save souls. Rather, God saves his people. God 

maintains the antithesis by the Holy Spirit’s work of regeneration. While true gospel preaching 

exposes and hardens the unregenerate, the Spirit works faith in the regenerate through the 

preaching of the gospel. The Spirit powerfully draws the elect to God. The church does not know 

who are elect and who are not; therefore, in obedience to God’s command, the church preaches 

the gospel to all men. This obedience is a gift from God; this work is a privilege. God sends out 

and withholds the gospel where he is pleased. Salvation depends on God’s work, not ours. 

What encouragement for the church! Without the God-established antithesis the church 

would be afraid to do evangelism, fearing that souls would be won or lost by our presentation of 

the gospel. We are not tempted to change the gospel in order to make it more acceptable in the 

world. Instead, we rest in God, knowing that he will use the simple means of true gospel 

preaching to gather his people. Out of thankfulness for our own salvation, let us pray for the 

church’s work of evangelism, and witness with our words and lives wherever God gives us 

opportunity. 
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