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There be three things which are too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not: 

the way of a serpent upon a rock;. – Proverbs. 30:18–19 

 

Snakes can seem creepy and sinister as they slither through the grass, unseen until they 

are right by our feet.  

But there is something wonderful and mysterious about the way they move. They don’t 

swim like a fish. They don’t fly like a bird. They don’t have legs. Yet, somehow, they can move 

forward at incredible speed.  

That’s because a snake’s scales are made from keratin. Keratin is the same thing as your 

fingernails. As a snake bunches its muscles, some of its scales grip the ground, helping the snake 

push itself forward.  

Even though the serpent must slither on the ground on its belly, God provided a means 

for this reptile to move. It shows the way God cares for his creation, even for the animals that we 

might find creepy or icky.  

While we usually associate the snake with Satan, the serpent isn’t always used as a 

picture of Satan.  

While Moses was leading the Israelites through the wilderness, the Israelites complained, 

and God sent a plague of snakes among them, and many were bitten and died. Yet, God told 

Moses to make a brass serpent and set it on a pole. Whoever was bitten by one of the poisonous 

snakes and looked to the brass serpent on a pole was healed of the venom and lived.  

In John 3:14, Jesus explains that the brass serpent that Moses made in the wilderness was 

a picture of Jesus being lifted up on the cross. Just as the people who looked to the brass serpent 

were saved from the snake venom, so God’s elect will, in his grace, look to Christ on the cross 

and be saved from sin. Here, a snake was used as a picture of Christ.  

While many of us don’t like snakes that much, they are still a wonderful part of God’s 

creation, provided with a mysterious and wonderful way of moving.  
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