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There be three things which go well, yea, four are comely in going: 

an he goat also. — Proverbs 30:29, 31 

 

The billy goat charges forward, horns curling majestically. The billy goat doesn’t worry 

about anything in his way. Other animals scatter before him when he runs forward. They fear his 

horns and his hard head.  

The billy goat slams against a barn wall. He is angry that the wall is in his way, so he 

aims his horns and runs at the wall again. He rams the wall over and over again with his horns. 

The wall doesn’t move, and that makes the billy goat even more mad. How dare this wall stand 

in his way!  

But no matter how hard the billy goat rams the wall, the wall doesn’t move.  

 

The he goat, or, as we call it in English, a buck or a billy goat, can be a majestic sight. Its 

long horns can be straight up and down or have a curve at the top or curve into big circles by 

their skulls. When a billy goat charges, you don’t want to be in his way, or he will knock you 

down.  

But billy goats can also be mean and stubborn. On my family’s farm, we once had a billy 

goat that would ram his head into the barn wall over and over again, as if he was angry the barn 

was in his way. It is very difficult to lead a goat to go where you want him to go. 

In Bible times, goats were highly prized both for meat and for milk. Goats were one of 

the animals that could be offered to God as a sacrifice (Lev. 4:23–28).  

But the picture we most often think of when it comes to goats is in Matthew 25, where 

Jesus talks about dividing the sheep, God’s people, from the goats, the wicked world (Matt. 

25:32–33). 

The wicked world is like a billy goat. It is stubborn and continues in its ways, heedless of 

God’s commandments. The world rams into God’s commandments as if angry God would dare 

forbid them from anything. They might fight against God all they want, but God and his word 

will remain unmoved.  

As God’s people, we may be sheep, but we tend to have goat-like temptations. We tend 

to be stubborn and want to go our own way. We ram our heads against the truth of God’s word, 

and we don’t like to be told when we’ve done something wrong.  

We need to remember to be sheep-like, not goat-like. We need to trust our Shepherd 

wherever he leads us. 
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