
Letter by Rev. Joe Holstege 
 

Dear Editor, 
The first line in the January 2021 issue of Beacon Lights is a question in response to the 

words of Christ in Matthew 17:17 (O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with 
you? How long shall I suffer you?) You ask, “What does a perverse generation look like?” 

I would like to express appreciation for your call to self-examination. Instead of pointing 
the finger at other Christians, you point the finger inward first of all. Later you even ask and 
answer another question in a way that makes this self-examination personal: “Do you wonder 
who I am accusing of this perversity? Me.” Not the CRC or any other denomination. Not the 
other members of our own denomination. Me. Our young people, who are the target audience 
of Beacon Lights, no doubt need to hear such calls for self-examination. As a minister in the 
Protestant Reformed Churches, I need to hear that call to self-examination as well. How can we 
ever see clearly to pull the mote out of our brother’s eye when we cannot even see the beams 
in our own eyes?  

I am concerned, however, by the suggestive rhetorical questions that make up the body 
of your article. You are asking the young people to evaluate whether the examples you give 
accurately describe a perverse generation. Then, later on you say, “Not everything here will 
apply to every reader, but I fear that these attitudes prevail among us.” The implication is, in 
answer to your rhetorical questions: Yes, this describes a perverse and faithless generation, and 
furthermore, this perverse attitude prevails in the PRC. You young people should be on the alert 
for these things in your congregations, in your families, in your schools, in your denomination, 
and you should see them for what they are: indications that we have become a perverse and 
faithless generation. 

Here is an example – “What about a generation that fights tooth and nail to keep their 
businesses open, or their schools functioning, or their sporting events scheduled, but lays over 
and plays dead when the governor tells them not to worship?” The implied answer to the 
question is: this is an example of a perverse and faithless generation. The conclusion the young 
people are to draw is: this is an attitude which prevails in the PRC.  

I will say, I am the pastor of a congregation which did not meet publicly for worship for 
about two months last spring in response both to the COVID-19 pandemic and the executive 
orders of the governor of Michigan. I do not regard this action as “laying over and playing dead” 
at the feet of the governor. As a consistory, we were always prepared to disobey government 
orders if we judged those orders became an infringement on the right and calling of the church 
to worship God publicly. We were also prepared to answer any questions and objections from 
any members of our congregation who believed the reasons for not assembling were improper. 
There was much thought and careful consideration of biblical principles that went into that 
decision. I hardly think it is fair to say we laid over and played dead. I hardly think it is fair to 
insinuate that this was the case in the form of a suggestive rhetorical question directed to 
young people, some of whom belong to my congregation.  

Here is another example – “What about a generation that gathers for a choir concert 
and cries throughout the concert because of the beautiful music, to the extent that the minister 
who is asked to close with prayer finds it difficult to maintain his composure, yet that same 



generation doesn’t shed a tear when the gospel of Jesus Christ is compromised?” The implied 
answer to the question is: Such concert attendees are hypocrites of the first degree who are 
guilty of perversity and faithlessness. The conclusion the young people are to come to is this: all 
the tears you saw shed at your choir concerts by parents, teachers, and praying pastors were 
nothing but a hypocritical show, because an attitude prevails among us that could care less 
whether the gospel of Jesus Christ is compromised. 

The fact is, you do not know what tears have been shed in private. You do not know 
what discussions and conversations have taken place in homes, consistory rooms, and other 
venues as well-meaning Protestant Reformed Christians seek to grapple with the doctrinal 
discussions and controversies of our day. You do not know the extent to which Christian 
parents have been trying before God to give their children and young people good guidance in 
a very volatile and challenging time for them. I would have hoped they could have received 
some help from the editor of the magazine that is aimed at their young people. Instead, you 
undermine them with the sweeping implications of your rhetorical questions. You imply their 
tears at the beautiful music of their children mean nothing; that they cannot genuinely be 
moved by powerful words of truth set to music, because in your judgment they have not wept 
enough over the decisions of Synod 2018.  

Perhaps I have read too much into the meaning of your rhetorical questions, and if I 
have, I hope you will make that clear in a response. But if I have unpacked the implications 
accurately, I want to make clear to your readers that there is another way of examining and 
evaluating the prevailing attitudes in our churches at this time. No doubt every minister, every 
elder, every parent, and every young person needs the humility to examine himself or herself 
fully and sincerely. No doubt we also need to be able to take rebukes and learn from them 
when they come from others, including an editorial in a youth magazine. But I can tell you that 
in my experience the attitude which prevails among us is an attitude of genuine concern, both 
for truth and peace in the church. It is an attitude of prayer and self-examination. It is an 
attitude in which many have been learning and showing themselves willing and ready to learn. 
Learning, of course, takes time and patience. It requires graciousness on the part of the 
teacher, who must be willing to learn himself. Learning, however, rarely takes place in a 
classroom where the students are constantly brow-beaten. Learning is destroyed when there is 
disorder and indecency.  

But I have seen learning. I have experienced learning in myself, in my family, and among 
my brothers in the ministry and the church. I pray every day that God would give me an 
objective mind, a heart of patience, and love for him and his church so that I may accurately 
and beautifully preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to his sheep. I believe God has been answering 
that prayer, just like the Lord Jesus graciously answered the request of a distraught father by 
casting the devil out of his son immediately after he spoke of this perverse and faithless 
generation (Luke 17:18).  

What I have seen in response to a year fraught with difficulties on account of the COVID-
19 pandemic and ongoing doctrinal controversy is a sincere desire on the part of God’s people 
in the PRC to do what is right before God. I have seen decisions taking their lead from Scripture 
and the confessions that we hold dear as Reformed Christians. I have heard and made prayers 
among the people of God during the time of absence from public worship to the tune of Psalm 



84:2, “My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh 
crieth out for the living God.”  

Yes, a faithless and perverse generation indeed. A church full of sinners who are prone 
to justify themselves. A church where hypocrites can always be spotted. But a church also of 
sinners who are saved by grace. A church of men, women, young people, and children who, by 
the grace of God, believe in God, love him, fear him, and seek to do what is right before his 
face. Your young readers need to know that these considerations also belong to a proper 
evaluation of our current generation.  

 
Sincerely in the name of Christ, 
Rev. Joe Holstege 
Pastor of Zion PRC 
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