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When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a 
child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.    

 
This month’s issue of Beacon Lights takes as its theme the words of the inspired 

apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 13:11. Near the end of his chapter on the spiritual gift of 
charity (or love), the apostle Paul uses the metaphor of “growing up” to describe the 
temporary nature of the more sensational spiritual gifts that God gave to the New 
Testament church. While gifts like prophecy and speaking in tongues would vanish as 
the church matured and the apostolic age came to an end, the three gifts of faith, hope, 
and love would remain. These are the gifts that most fully characterize the mature 
church of Jesus Christ as it anticipates eternal life with its Lord in heaven. 

It is noteworthy that Paul takes for granted that children will grow up and put 
away the “childish things” that characterize their earlier years. We probably have a fairly 
good idea of what he meant. Children are naturally selfish and dependent on adults for 
provision and guidance. They are immature in their interactions with others and are 
highly vulnerable to the influence of adults. Paul makes a similar reference in Ephesians 
4:14, where he exhorts believers to “be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine.” Remember that the word ‘doctrine’ used here simply 
means teaching. Unlike a mature adult who has made up his mind based on the 
instruction of God’s word, a young child is easily molded to believe the lies of this world 
and to live according to the sinful nature with which he was born. So the word of God 
comes to us with an important command about our spiritual life.  

Grow up! 
With this command in mind, the articles in this issue of Beacon Lights will seek to 

explain the different ways that the process of spiritual maturity is worked out in the lives 
of young believers. Especially important here is the truth that it is God’s work of 
progressive sanctification that leads young people from their childish ways and into a 
life of spiritual maturity. Without this sovereign activity of the Spirit in the hearts of his 
people, no effort by parents or children will accomplish anything of value. The first of our 
feature articles this month will explain and apply this doctrine to the process of spiritual 
maturation. 

In addition to his internal work in believers’ hearts, the Spirit also uses external 
means to carry out his work of sanctification. First and foremost among these are the 
regular means of grace—preaching and the sacraments—by which the Spirit works 
repentance and faith in his children. These means are providentially reinforced though 
godly instruction and discipline in the home by believing parents. Though the 
relationship between parents and children changes with time, the ongoing emphasis of 
God’s word is that children ought to honor their parents at all times. How the fifth 
commandment can be obeyed in the lives of maturing young people is described in this 
issue. 

Sanctification in the life of believers occurs in response to the prior work of 
conversion. The daily work of conversion produced by the Spirit comes in two parts 
(Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 88-90). Both of these parts will be addressed in our last 



two feature articles this month. In the first place, true conversion involves a turning away 
from the “sins of youth” (Ps. 25:7), which includes fleeing from the influence and 
temptations of the world around us. As a complement to the feature article on 
worldliness, we include a letter to the editor and a response from Prof. Herman Hanko 
regarding the issue of drama. This is a timely and important exchange we need to 
consider in light of the great temptation that this form of entertainment presents to us in 
our present age. 

The second part of true conversion includes turning unto a life of thankful 
obedience to God. As a child of God matures into Christian adulthood, she will more 
and more acknowledge the obligations of life in the body of Christ and actively seek out 
how to participate in that life. Our final feature article will explain these different 
obligations and the thankful obedience that is due to our precious savior, Jesus Christ. 
We pray that you, our readers, find these words encouraging and profitable as you seek 
to grow up into Christ in all things. 
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