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Iniquity shall abound. A falling away. The man of sin. Deceivableness. Evil men growing worse 

and worse. Pleasure in unrighteousness. The Bible is full of warnings about the dangers of the end of the 
world, including the dangers of the increasing sinfulness of the last times. This can cause us to worry and 
fear. One may wonder, will I fall away? And why must I bear with the increasing wickedness all around 
me? 
Will I Fall Away? 

If we take an honest look at ourselves, we see that the old man of sin within us desires many of 
the evils in the world around us. We are tempted by, and often we fall to, gods of self-seeking and 
pleasure, and to all kinds of unrighteousness. Maybe we wonder, how are we any different? We love 
those same sins. When we look inside our own hearts we wonder, will I fall away? Will the increasing 
sinfulness of the world around me claim me too? 

No, child of God. I say with confidence: you will not fall away. Even though you say with the 
apostle Paul, “The evil which I would not, that I do” (Rom. 7:19), you will not fall away.  

How can I be so confident? Because God’s promises assure us. Your salvation does not depend 
on your works but is based on Christ’s righteousness. Oh, if you and I had to look at our works, we would 
have to be terribly afraid. Along with the wicked, we would be calling out for the rocks to cover us and 
hide us from God when he comes to judge (Rev. 6:15–17). No man can stand on his own before God and 
be justified (Ps. 143:2); we would be destroyed. 

But, thanks be to God, we do not stand on our own! Peter tells us that we are “kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation” (1 Pet. 1:5).  

Think first of all about what is meant by “the power of God.” Is there anything that God is not 
capable of doing? He cannot sin or go against his own nature, but other than that “there is nothing too 
hard” for the one who created the heavens and earth (Jer. 32:17). In that power, God has promised that 
he has saved us. Romans 8:29–30 tell us that those whom God predestinated “he also glorified.” Do you 
see that past tense—“glorified”? It’s a done deal, a sure thing. He who began a good work in you will 
continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6). There is absolutely no doubt about this 
because there is no doubting the power of God. 

He keeps you in his power “through faith.” What is faith? First, it is being united to Christ, being 
made a part of his body. Just like your head and the rest of your body go together as one and cannot be 
separated, you and I are part of the body of Christ under our head, Jesus Christ. The Heidelberg 
Catechism teaches us, based on passages like John 14:2 and Ephesians 2:6, that right now Christ is in 
heaven “as a sure pledge that He, as the Head, will also take up to Himself, us, His members” (Lord’s Day 
18, Q&A 49). Your place in heaven is sure. Christ’s body must be where he is; you are part of his body; 
you will be in heaven with him.  

Faith is also a knowledge of who God is and a confidence that forgiveness of sins and everlasting 
life are your own. This faith is a gift of God. You, child of God, have it! The Holy Spirit in your heart 
causes this confidence to grow. It is my prayer, and the prayer of your parents and other brothers and 
sisters in Christ, that the Holy Spirit will continue to work this confidence in your heart, that you may be 
able to know the breadth, length, depth, and height of Christ’s love for you (Eph. 3:16–19).  

You are kept by the unlimited power of God through faith unto salvation. Although you and I fall 
daily into sin and must humble ourselves repeatedly before God in repentance, he continues to forgive! 
“Though [you] fall, [you] shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth [you] with his hand. For 
the LORD…forsaketh not his saints; they are preserved for ever” (Ps. 37:24, 28). 



 
Why Must I Bear With All the Increase in Wickedness? 

Sin is awful! Although it often doesn’t sadden us as it should, a Christian’s confession is that “I 
beheld the transgressors, and was grieved; because they kept not thy word” (Ps. 119:158). We hate to 
see the name and fame of God blasphemed. Already we see so much sin around us…and it’s only going 
to get worse?! How discouraging! 

When we look to the things of this earth, we will be discouraged. But why does God promise 
that sin will get worse? What good is there in an increase in sin? 

For one thing, the increase in wickedness will be used by God to try us. Will we stand in his 
grace; or will we fall, and then grow in humility and grace when we come on our knees asking for 
forgiveness? This is an important tool used by God for our good and our salvation, to purify us and to 
strengthen our faith. Your faith “be[ing] found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7) is God’s good purpose. 

You may have learned this about the intertestamentary period: the 400 years without God’s 
word through the prophets were a time of darkness. After such deep darkness, the light shines more 
brightly, as it did with the birth of Jesus Christ. The same is true with the end of the world and the 
growth of sin. God uses such darkness to stir in us a deep longing for Light. We groan under the 
sinfulness of the world around us, and this causes us to desire more deeply the coming of the Lord. And 
when he appears, our desire to be separate from sin in a way that we can never be while we live on this 
earth will be much stronger than it ever would be if we never saw or noticed sin. A motto used by John 
Calvin and the city of Geneva was “Post tenebras spero lucem,” which means, “After darkness, I hope for 
light.” May that be your hope, and mine too! 

When Jesus was on the earth, he gave us many signs of his coming. He taught many parables 
related to his coming. He commands us to be watchful. The signs he has given help us to be watchful 
and are proof for us that he is really coming; he is keeping his promise! While the signs may not seem 
pleasant, they have a pleasant message: “Behold, I come quickly!” The signs say, “I am keeping my 
promise!” 

Look up! Lift up your heads! Even as you see a discouraging increase in sin, your redemption 
draweth nigh (Luke 21:28)! 
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