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2 Timothy 2:2: And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 

commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

Note: In early November 2019, Mr. Jim Regnerus, principal of Trinity Christian High 

School in Hull, Iowa, asked me to give a chapel speech to their students while I was in the area 

for a Reformation Day lecture. Since the seminary professors always look for opportunities to 

promote the seminary and the call to the ministry, I quickly accepted the invitation. For this 

chapel, I asked Mr. Regnerus to solicit questions from the students about the seminary. The 

students came up with about 30 excellent questions that range from entertaining (“What do you 

do for fun at the seminary?”) to profound (“Do you feel like you are making an impact?” and 

“How are we to view the importance of the ministry?”). So I was disappointed when my flight to 

Iowa was delayed by an early winter storm and I was not able to speak to the students on the 

Friday morning as we had planned. But we took opportunity to begin answering the questions 

after the young people’s singspiration in Doon PRC Sunday evening. Since the time was short 

and I could not address all the questions, someone suggested that I write out answers to the 

questions and publish them. Here are those answers. Thanks to Mr. Regnerus for the invitation, 

to the students for the questions, and to Beacon Lights for publishing. (If anyone wants to know 

more about seminary that is not answered in these questions, please find our website at 

prcts.org.)  

Questions about getting into seminary 

1. Q: At what age can one enter the seminary?  A: The soonest a man could enter seminary 

would be at about age 22, after four years of college. Probably you would classify him as 

a “traditional student.” But some of our students have been far from “traditional.” Some 

did not begin seminary until as old as 40. Two students came as trained scientists; one 

was a medical doctor for ten years before he started; another was a state attorney. Broad 

life experience before seminary can be a good thing for many men. Scripture says that a 

man should not be ordained who is a “novice” (1 Tim. 3:6) and that the church ought not 

to lay hands on anyone “suddenly” (1 Tim. 5:22). These terms are relative, not fixed; but 

scripture requires maturity of men who will be pastors. So you who are long out of high 

school should not conclude that it’s too late to think about the ministry.   

2. Q: What are the academic requirements to enter the seminary?  A: A four-year college or 

university degree is required for entrance. There are also certain course requirements for 

entrance. The best way to meet both requirements is to pursue a liberal arts degree in 

which you would major in history, English, philosophy, or the classics, etc. Some men 

have entered seminary with a degree in the sciences, but that’s usually because they 

aspired to the ministry after they aspired to engineering or some other occupation. In 

such cases, they go back to college to finish the “pre-sem” requirements. The seminary 

catalog shows what courses need to be taken before entrance into seminary. You can find 

the catalog at the seminary website, prcts.org, under “Admissions/Catalog.” While you 

are there, look at the pictures and descriptions of the seminary facilities and student life. 

3. Q: At what age did you feel called to the ministry?  A: This is a good question, because it 

shows how every man’s experience is different. Some men sense God’s call when they 

are little children. My father-in-law, Rev. Kortering, told his mother at a very early age 

that he needed piano lessons. “Why?” she asked. “Because ministers,” said little Jason, 

“need to know how to play the piano” (or so he thought). Others did not know it until 



later. I first felt the call when I was a junior in high school, at about age 16. Terrified of 

the prospect, I told no one. Off and on for the next five years God planted the thought in 

my heart. Each time I had the thoughts, I tried to suppress them. I was running away from 

the Lord. But, as I often tell young people, God is called the “hound of heaven” for more 

than one reason. Usually the expression refers to God doggedly pursuing sinners until 

they repent and believe in Christ. But I like to use the expression also to describe how 

God pursues men for service in the ministry: “If God wants you to be a minister, He will 

pursue you until you humbly give up your interests and honor Him.” At about age 22, I 

stopped running, re-entered college, and was ordained a few months before I turned 29. 

Running from God was a miserable experience. Once he made me willing “in the day of 

his power” (Ps. 110), I was never so happy. 

Questions about getting through seminary 

1. Q: How long are you in seminary? How many years of schooling does it take to become a 

minister?  A: Most students in the PRC finish seminary in four years, or eight semesters. 

Three and a half years (seven semesters) are spent in classes at seminary with regular 

course work. One half year (one semester and a summer) is spent on an internship in one 

of our churches. Other summers the students usually work at some occupation to support 

themselves. At the end of four years is a final, public examination before the synod. At 

this examination, the churches judge whether a man has the gifts for the ministry.   

2. Q: How long are classes?  A: Normal classes are just under an hour. There are five 

morning class periods, beginning at about 7:00 a.m. and ending at noon. (The 7:00 a.m. 

hour is usually for Greek; the early hour enables these students to be off to their college 

classes.) Usually there are no classes after lunch. Afternoons and evenings are spent 

studying. 

3. Q: Who is the toughest prof? And What is the most difficult class in seminary?What is the 

hardest thing going through seminary?  A: The professors are all determined to make the 

students work their hardest. What is the most difficult depends on the student. Probably 

the hardest work is not the amount of reading or memorizing but doing exegesis 

(interpreting texts) and making sermons. These tasks take much prayer and usually some 

“blood, sweat, and tears.” To make sermons from good exegesis is the most important 

work that the student does. But it’s important to say, “When the Lord calls you to this 

work, the hard tasks are possible, and their difficulty is far outweighed by the joys of 

studying scripture and preparing to feed God’s people.” 

4. Q: How many languages do you have to know going into the ministry?  A: In order to 

preach well, a minister needs to know the two languages of the original scripture—the 

Hebrew of the Old Testament and the Greek of the New Testament. He is not required to 

speak the languages, but to read and understand them written. This takes many semesters 

of study. Sometimes God makes clear to a man that he is not called to the ministry when 

he is unable to learn Greek and Hebrew. An old seminary professor once said, “God calls 

mightily through the Greek!” In order to learn Greek, the seminary requires a man to take 

Latin in college before seminary. Learning Latin makes the study of Greek much easier. 

Formerly we required pre-seminarians to take Dutch or German. Especially Dutch would 

be helpful to read books from our history, but the requirement has been dropped. Don’t 

let the language requirements scare you away. If the Lord calls you, he will qualify you. 

A long time ago a minister told us young people that if we could get Bs in high school we 

probably could make it through seminary. 

5. Q: How stressful is it studying for exams?  A: Let me just say that when the students 

work hard every day, preparing for exams is stressful, but probably does not cause them 



to lose too much sleep in worry. The public examination at synod is another matter. That 

two-day oral exam is very stressful for students, no matter how much we profs encourage 

the students not to worry. As far as I’ve heard, though, no one has ever died from their 

studies! To borrow from the apostle’s expression, no one has even suffered “unto blood.”  

6. Q: Do you like diagramming sentences?  A: Well, well, there must be a teacher at Trinity 

who teaches students to diagram sentences! This gives me hope for you students. 

Diagramming sentences in the Bible is very important to understand what the sentence 

means. You cannot preach a text unless you know what it means. So we teach 

diagramming. I have a diagram of Lord’s Day 1 of the Heidelberg Catechism in my 

classroom—a gift from a friend of the seminary. Yes, I like to diagram sentences! I 

believe that you will, too, if you take Greek here at the seminary. 

7. Q: What types of speaking skills do you learn in seminary?  A: A good speech class is 

required before the men enter seminary. By the time they arrive here, they should have 

learned to speak in public. But the truth is, speaking in public is not easy, not all colleges 

have quality speech courses, and the men usually have a lot to learn once they arrive here. 

Seminary doesn’t have a separate course on speech, but we do help the men improve their 

speaking skills when they do “practice preaching.” One of the areas we analyze and give 

critique is in “delivery.” Students get plenty of practice—at seminary, in catechism 

classrooms, and eventually on the pulpits of area churches. By the time they graduate, 

they have become pretty effective speakers. 

8. Q: How soon do you start practice preaching? How hard is it to prepare for your first 

sermon? When you preached for the very first time, was it hard to prepare and to 

deliver?  A: The students make one sermon already in their first year of seminary. I work 

alongside of the students, step by step, in the process—usually about four or five steps. 

Toward the end of the year they present this sermon to their fellow students and their 

homiletics professor (me). From then on the students make two sermons each semester 

and receive no help in the process. This becomes more difficult. The students present 

these sermons to all the students and all the professors. We go down to Southwest PRC’s 

church building so that the students have a more realistic setting. Afterwards the 

professors all have opportunity to point out where the student did well and what should 

be done differently. This system is very helpful, and by the time four years are past, the 

sermons become better and the process is easier to follow. But sermon-making never 

becomes easy. I don’t remember making my first sermon, but I do remember the disaster 

it was when I first preached it to the students and profs. The first comment of one fellow 

student was, “That was boring!” Seminary teaches humility, too. 

9. Q: How many hours outside of seminary class do you dedicate to your studies?  A: For 

most students, the answer is, “Almost all of them.” Mondays are reserved for practice 

preaching, for traveling from out of state for preaching, and for studying. Tuesday 

through Friday classes last all morning. Each day after lunch the students go to their 

study carrels in the library and work, usually until about 5:00, when they go home. 

Evenings are devoted to studies also. We recommend that they reserve some time for 

their families, for exercise, and for participating in the life of their own congregation. But 

there is not much free time for hobbies or sports. Every man needs to learn his limits. 

When I was in seminary, I had to learn that some could get by with five hours of sleep 

each night; others needed six or seven.   

10. Q: How much does seminary cost?  A: For Protestant Reformed students and for students 

from churches we have some relations with, there is no tuition. The church budget that all 

your parents pay each week provides the salary of the professors and the maintenance of 



the building here. Our Church Order says in article 19, “The churches shall exert 

themselves, as far as necessary, that there may be students supported by them to be 

trained for the ministry of the Word.” We are thankful that all the congregations make 

great effort to support all the work at seminary. Our synod even has a Student Aid 

Committee that grants living expenses to students who need it. No one “can’t afford” 

seminary. 

11. Q: What do you do for fun at seminary? What’s your favorite activity in free time?  A: 

For a long time now there have been two ping pong tables (table tennis) in the lower 

level. Often the students go downstairs for a little while after lunch to get some exercise 

there. Because the tables are below the library and our offices, often we hear the hooting 

and hollering over the games. We trust they’re having fun. When they come upstairs 

perspiring heavily, I know that they got some good exercise too. 

12.  Q: What was seminary like when you first started?  A: The most important part of my 

answer is: It was the same as it is now. We want to “hold the traditions,” as Paul exhorts 

in 2 Thessalonians 2:15. The same courses are taught now as then; the same high 

standards exist now as then; the same truth is taught in 2020 as in 1977 when I first took 

a course here. Of course, there are some differences. The professors then were Prof. R. 

Decker, Prof. H. Hanko, and Prof. H. C. Hoeksema. When I first started, the building did 

not include a large library with places to study like we have now. We came to class and 

went home. The professors did not have spacious studies/offices like we now have. 

Today, we all bring our lunches, eat together, and interact even in the afternoons. This 

interaction is profitable. Also, when I was a student, on Friday afternoons sometimes 

Prof. Hanko went outside and played football with us on the grass. I remember throwing 

the football over the newly planted maple trees, which are now over 30 feet high. But 

maybe the most important difference is the change from a three-year program to four 

years. Now, all the students get a six-month internship in which they train alongside an 

experienced and wise pastor. Then they return for their final semester before the 

synodical exams. Before this change, a man could enter the ministry without ever seeing 

a consistory meeting or attending a classis. With the internship, he has the opportunity to 

make a dozen more sermons, teach catechism classes under the supervision of a minister, 

and take part in the life of a church for six months. We can be very thankful for this 

improvement. So, our seminary hearkens to 2 Thessalonians 2:15: we want to “stand fast, 

and hold the traditions which ye (we) have been taught.” At the same time, we always 

want to improve and grow, to “strengthen the things which remain” (Rev. 3:2).  Finally, 

please pray for the next generation of professors (Huizinga, Kuiper, and another who will 

be called, D.V., in 2021) who take the place of us three who will retire in the next three to 

six years. 

 

(To be continued…) 

 

Originally published September 2020, Vol 79 No 9 


