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A large part of your day is spent online. The majority of that time is spent on your phone. And 

that is where the focus is for this special issue of Beacon Lights.   
Although there are proper and good uses for our phones, the best answer to the question, 

“What did you do on your phone today?” would most often be “Nothing.” Which is dangerous territory 
for a child of God to find himself on. We should examine our use of our phones.  

But we should also examine our relationships to our phones. Which scenario would you choose?  

• No access to a Bible for a week 

• No access to your phone for a week 
As we face the painful implications of the choice we might make, let us consider the implications 

in light of Matthew 6:21: “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Rejecting idols of 
wood and stone, have we instead made our treasure the liquid crystal display of our mobile device? 

In this issue, you are asked to evaluate your use of your phone. As part of a life of self-
examination, it is especially proper to examine our use of something that so dominates our lives. For 
those of you on social media, examine that use and its godliness…or worldliness. What are the things 
that show up on your screen when the lights are out and nobody is around? 

A word about the book review you will find in this issue. It is longer than it should be, for two 
reasons. One, the author of the book review (namely, me) lacks the gift that some writers have for 
concise writing.1 I often channel my inner Puritan and use ten words when five would do. The other 
reason for its length is that I realize the majority of those who read the review will not purchase the 
book. So I tried to convey many of the key points in the book, and the arguments that I found so 
compelling in reading the book, in the review itself.  

Run your phone use through these three questions (posed by the writer of the book reviewed 
later in the issue):  

• Ends: Do my smartphone behaviors move me toward God or away from 
him? 

• Influence: Do my smartphone behaviors edify me and others, or do they 
build nothing of lasting value? 

• Servitude: Do my smartphone behaviors expose my freedom in Christ or 
my bondage to technique? 

There are readers who are practicing self-discipline and using their phones properly. Be 
encouraged in that walk; continue to use your phone as a tool in the service of your King. For many, 
however, their use of their phone has spiraled out of control. It promises much yet delivers very little. 
For those who look to their phone for the joy that is found in Jesus Christ alone, the message is, “Awake 
to righteousness!”, and when next you pick up your phone, consider the words of the prophet Isaiah: “Is 
there not a lie in my right hand?” (Isa. 44:20).  

Also of note in this issue is the first article of two by Prof. Barry Gritters on preparing for and 
entering the seminary. The first set of questions has to do with what is required to enter into the 
seminary and the second installment, to be published in October, the Lord willing, will address the 

 
1 When I was attending Calvin College (now Calvin University), I got a paper back from a professor with the word 
“verbose” written at the top. I don’t remember the grade I received, only that word. At that time, I thought the 
word meant something else, so I never looked up the definition. It was only a couple years later that I found out 
what the word meant, and it has stuck in my mind ever since. Were I to resubmit my work to that professor today, 
I fear I would get the same result.  



ministry itself. The introductory note explains the origin of these articles, and we thank Prof. Gritters for 
submitting them to Beacon Lights. May God be pleased to use these articles to raise up more ministers 
of his word from among our fellowship.  


