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In his first letter to the Corinthian church, the apostle Paul presents a striking and 

countercultural perspective on the single life (see especially 1 Corinthians 7). In contrast to the 

Greek and Roman cultures of his day that viewed unmarried life as a societal dead end, Paul taught 

the church that this state is a good one that is blessed by God and of great use in the kingdom of 

Jesus Christ. As young people living in the twenty-first century, we do well to pay close attention 

to what the Spirit is teaching through this word, since we too are always in danger of becoming 

products of our culture. A careful evaluation of the biblical perspective on single life will help us 

to avoid two dangers that so easily arise in our hearts due to the culture in which we live today.  

The first danger is perhaps the more obvious one, which is to make the single life an 

idolatry of self-fulfillment. The message of the worldly culture in which we live is that single life 

provides the best means of self-fulfillment because it allows a person to focus on himself or herself 

without worrying about a spouse or children. Getting entangled in a committed relationship, it is 

said, comes with a lot of complications. It’s time-consuming, it’s emotionally exhausting, and it 

can be financially expensive. After all, nothing should stand in the way of you expressing, pleasing, 

and promoting one thing—yourself. If staying single is the best way to accomplish this goal, then 

single life is best for you. 

It would be nice to think that this mindset doesn’t affect young people in the church, but 

that would be naive. It is impossible to remove ourselves entirely from the messaging of the world, 

and therefore we need to hear what God has to say about the single life and the role of unmarried 

persons in the church. Do not make an idol out of single life by making independence and pleasure 

your greatest goals. Seek to serve the Lord and to edify his church when you are a single member 

looking toward marriage or if you are living a contented single life by virtue of God’s calling.  

If the first danger regarding single life is to make an idol out of the self-fulfillment that 

comes from independence, the second one is its opposite. This danger is the temptation to despise 

single life by making an idol of marriage. In many ways this is also a “cultural” temptation, but 

not one that comes from the ungodly world in which we live. The culture in this case is the culture 

of a church community that highly values the institution of marriage and family life. This kind of 

culture is one that Reformed churches have rightly promoted due to their emphasis on the covenant 

of grace and God’s promise to perpetuate that covenant in generations of believers (Gen. 17:7). 

For these covenant-perpetuating generations to come into existence according to God’s ordained 

means, marriage between a man and a woman is necessary. And because of this necessary link 

between marriage, procreation, and the covenant, marriage is highly valued by believers living in 

a faithful Reformed community. 

But highly valuing something according to God’s word does not mean that we may make 

an idol out of it. And yes, this really is a danger. Young women may be tempted to despair of a 

place in God’s kingdom when they are not asked out by a young man during their high school 

years or thereafter. And young men may despair of their place in the church if they can’t work up 

the nerve to ask out a young woman or have been turned down before. This despair about marriage 

can show itself in an attitude of discontentment with one’s life or an unwillingness to participate 

in church life as a single person. Though we should not simply assume this is the case when 

someone is struggling with contentment or seems isolated from the church as a single person, there 

is a real possibility that it represents an idolatrous view of marriage. This idolatry makes married 

life the only way a person can fruitfully contribute to the kingdom of God. 



The Bible presents three key principles that we can use to avoid both of the dangers 

explained above. The first principle that is given to us in scripture is that everything we do in this 

life is done in service of the Lord and to the glory of God (Col. 3:23–24). The calling we receive 

in this life is to live as servants of the one who has bought and redeemed us by his blood. The 

practical way this is accomplished is by serving others in God’s kingdom in whatever situation 

God has placed us, whether it be married or unmarried (1 Cor. 7). Understanding this principle 

helps us to avoid making an idol out of single life as a means of self-fulfillment, and it also helps 

us to understand that there is a place and work for those in the church who live as single adults. 

Service is the common calling and privilege of all believers. 

The second key principle that is taught in scripture is that every believer is part of a family, 

whether married or not. That family is the body of believers who have been adopted by God and 

made his children in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:5). When a church correctly views itself as a family in 

Christ, it will—and must!—create a place for all its members, whether married or unmarried. 

Understanding this principle helps us to avoid making an idol out of marriage, which is, after all, 

a temporary institution (Matt. 22:30). Yes, marriage is a beautiful institution that a young person 

may rightly aspire to possess. But it points to the greater reality of the union between Christ and 

his church that will last into eternity (Eph. 5:31–33). Earthly marriages will end when we die. Our 

union to Christ and life in his family, however, will last forever. 

But what about the children? Didn’t we just say that God is pleased to perpetuate his 

covenant through generations of believers? If this is true, how can a single person participate fully 

in the covenant? The answer to this question is found in the third biblical principle, which is that 

our hope for the future is not in our children and our ability to produce them, but in the Lord our 

God who creates and calls his covenant people by his power (Matt. 3:9). It is not “on us” to make 

sure that God has a people with whom he can establish his covenant. Rather, our having children 

within the institution of marriage is an act that proceeds from faith that God will continue to 

perpetuate his covenant in our generations. Single life is therefore not to be viewed as a covenant 

liability, but as a calling given by God to serve him faithfully and in a distinct way. The articles in 

this issue of Beacon Lights are intended precisely for that purpose, and I pray that you will be 

edified by them. 
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