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Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
 

Everything had changed! 
For the early Jewish New Testament Christians who had embraced Jesus Christ by faith, 

everything in life had changed. Young and old alike, Jewish Christians were shamed by their synagogues, 
were cast away from their communities, and were forsaken by their families. Christ-believing young 
people witnessed the horror of their believing grandparents and parents being tossed out of the 
synagogues by the very members with whom they had worshipped since childhood. Their fathers, who 
previously had a place and calling in their Jewish community, were fired from their jobs and had no 
prospects of employment. Their mothers, once esteemed highly for their many virtues, were either 
passively dismissed or treated with obvious contempt. And all because of their confession of Jesus 
Christ! Even uncles, aunts, and other close relatives, who couldn’t understand why anyone would 
embrace Jesus Christ, wanted nothing to do with these early believers.  

Family gatherings were over. Worship in the synagogue was forbidden. Involvement in the 
community, now a thing of the past. So much of life was now unsettled. Everything had changed.  

But even that doesn’t really begin to describe the suffering of these early believers. For just as 
Jesus told them that their own family members would “put them out of the synagogues” – and it 
happened,  he also told them that “whosoever killeth you will think he doeth God service” (John 16:2) – 
and that happened too. Jewish Christians, formerly regarded highly in their communities, became hated 
of all men for Christ’s sake. And thinking they were doing some service for God, unbelieving Jews 
wickedly slandered their Christ-believing family members, viciously berated them, spoke “all manner of 
evil against them falsely” (Matt. 5:11), and finally delivered many of them up to the Jewish councils to 
be shamefully beaten, violently persecuted, and finally killed. For the Jewish New Testament Christian, 
everything had dramatically changed. 

And though inwardly they had peace with God, their lives had changed into one filled with 
struggle and turmoil. Do you hear the young believer, faced with an onslaught of mockery and cruel 
torture, momentarily second-guessing his confession of Jesus Christ? “How long can I endure this?” the 
young believer may have cried out as loved one after loved one was hauled away to prison, perhaps 
never to be seen again. Do you hear the lonely lament of the wounded young Christian daughter, 
forsaken by her unbelieving parents? Perhaps even the young Christians wondered at times of intense 
mockery, “Maybe it’s better not to confess Christ. Can all this really be worth it? Since I believed 
everything in my life has changed!”  

Those were days of hot persecution, awful rejection, and profound fear. Do you see the small 
seed of doubt beginning to sprout in the believing young person’s heart?  

Everything in their life had changed. 
Everything is changing! 
How about you? As you observe the fast-moving, ever-growing current of change, do similar 

anxious doubts creep into your heart? In your lifetime, perhaps now more than ever, things seem to be 
loose, unstable, and shifting. These are strange and fearful times we live in. And nothing more than a 
passing glance is needed to demonstrate this.  

Taking a broad perspective, we notice the tremendous changes in the very fabric of our society. 
An unmasked rebellion against our God’s honorable ordinance for marriage and sexual purity is what we 
witness in a society increasingly given over to unnatural, “vile affections” (Rom. 1:26). What was once 
shameful to even discuss, is now celebrated by an LGBTQ+ community and culture that glories in its 



shame. Christians today wonder what pressures will come tomorrow from a society that is increasingly 
growing impatient with our insistence on God’s good way of sexual purity. 

Then there is the unmasked dishonoring of law enforcement, ringing true the Jesus’ warning 
that in the last days lawlessness will abound (Matt. 24:12). It doesn’t seem too long ago that society 
gave our police officers some place of honor. This certainly has changed. Leading cultural figures and the 
talking heads in the mainstream media vilify the police forces. Riots rage and pandemonium plagues the 
streets of major cities across our nation as the mobs call for an end to “police brutality,” campaign for 
the defunding of the police, and hurl obscenities at law enforcement, while also destroying property and 
lives. We shudder with horror as the news reports indicate that our at-one-time honored police officers 
are now being hunted in some major cities. Lawlessness abounds! Things certainly are changing. 

Added to this mix is the anxiety-inducing 2020 presidential election, which promises to be 
nothing less than tumultuous. Given all the increase in lawlessness, and as opposing political parties and 
ideologies wrestle for power, we cannot help but wonder what will happen during this election. But no 
matter the outcome of the election, concern arises about what our country will look like after this 
election! And what impact will there be on the church of Jesus Christ?  

In both society and the sphere of government, the young Christian has growing concerns for 
some seismic changes. 

But let’s bring us a little closer to home now, shall we? I hardly need to speak of the changes in 
our schools and churches resulting from the COVID-19 virus. Government-issued executive orders and 
restrictions, all of which we willingly obey, have dramatically changed everything about the way we both 
learn in our schools and worship in our churches. After over half a year of changes, months of 
worshiping at home, and weeks of schooling with masks, who among us hasn’t wondered at least once, 
“When will things just go back to normal?” 

The young Christian has experienced some unsettling changes in our schools and churches. 
But there’s another far deeper concern that you have for our churches isn’t there. Doesn’t the 

controversy in our churches trouble you? I’m not trying to set myself forward as one who has the “inside 
scoop” on our young people, but enough of you have expressed your fears and confusion as you try to 
make sense of it all. I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention your concerns because they are real. Why is there 
all this controversy? What has happened yesterday to cause this controversy?  What will happen 
tomorrow in our churches? Do we confess yet the same truth? Where do my friends stand in this 
controversy? Where do my family members stand in this controversy? And as these anxious questions 
pile up in your mind and soul, and as you also look around at all the changes in the institutions of men, 
there is this question that burdens your heart: Will there also now be changes in one of the major 
constants in my life—the church?   

Changes. Fearful changes. 
Jesus Christ is the same.  
The accelerating and ever-growing current of change threaten to unsettle and shake us. On 

what solid truth can our burdened, anxious souls rest? 
Here’s the answer. It’s the same, simple, necessary confession that the Spirit-inspired apostle 

reminded the early Christians: 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever!” (Heb. 13:8). 
Jesus Christ is the same! Though all around us changes, swirls, and churns, this truth sets our 

souls at ease: Jesus never changes. He is always the same.  
He is the same! What wonderful news this is. Do you ever feel overwhelmed at the exhausting 

speed of change? Finally, something, or Someone rather, is secure! Jesus is the same today as he was 
yesterday. He will be the same tomorrow as he was today. He is reliable. He is consistent. He is my Rock. 
He is the same! 

What is it about Jesus Christ that is the same? At least these three things: 
First, Jesus Christ’s control over all things will not change. Though everything in the world seems 

to be out of control, Jesus isn’t. He is Jehovah God! And as King he sits on his throne directing 



everything. He is not changed by time. His power is not changed by the institutions of men. With the 
same authority by which he ruled Roman emperors, he rules over Washington’s politicians. And as time 
rolls on, his control over everything in this world will never, no, never diminish. 

Second, his love and care for you will not change. His love and care cannot change! He is eternal 
God! Time doesn’t change him! His love for you is everlasting. It has no beginning. It has no end. His love 
cannot and will not flicker out. The love he showed you on the cross is the same love he shows you 
today, tomorrow, and forever! He will never stop caring for you. In the middle of all the changes in your 
life, in the presence of so many fears and questions, hear your Christ Jesus say, “I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee!” (Heb. 13:5).  

Third, Jesus Christ holds the future. Everything in the future can fall to pieces, but my Savior is 
the same. The future can be a scary place, can’t it? But knowing your faithful, unchanging Savior holds 
the future, you can face tomorrow. Do you need this demonstrated? Think about yesterday. Think about 
many yesterdays. Has Jesus ever failed you? Has he failed you today? Has his care for you changed in 
any way? Has he given any indication that he won’t hold you up tomorrow and keep you safe? Of course 
he hasn’t. He is the same. He will faithfully preserve you tomorrow. He will faithfully preserve his church 
tomorrow. And his faithfulness to you and his church will extend to all eternity. 

Young people, the world is changing. We can expect it to continue to change. As you live 
through and experience these changes, in whom will you place your trust? Do you find yourself more 
excited about a politician than you do Jesus Christ? Does your confidence for the future rest in a 
president? Be reminded, no president is changeless like our Christ Jesus. Is there a political party that 
has your unwavering support? You won’t find salvation in that political party. Whatever promises 
politicians or parties can make, they aren’t the secure, unchanging promises of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Satisfaction, security, and salvation are only found in Christ. Here on earth, we find no lasting city, 
but we seek the unshakable kingdom built on the solid, unchanging Rock, Jesus Christ. (Heb. 13:14).  

We need the unchanging Rock of our salvation, Jesus Christ. The early Christians needed this 
unchanging, faithful Rock as they were thrown to the lions of the Coliseum or dragged off to the mines 
to die as slaves. So also we need our unchanging Rock, our faithful Friend, as the winds of change in this 
world blow fiercely, and the oceans roar with the swelling thereof.  

Everything in this world changes and will continue to change. But not Jesus Christ. He is the 
same. Place your confidence in Christ alone. He alone is the solid Rock on which you can stand. All other 
ground is sinking sand.  

Your Savior, Jesus Christ, is the same, yesterday, today, and forever!  
And you belong to him! Isn’t it wonderful being a Christian? 
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