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At the time he wrote this epistle, Peter knew that his death was imminent. He was imprisoned in 

Rome awaiting execution for his faith. Knowing that this would likely be his last letter to these beloved 
believers, Peter does not try to teach them anything new, but rather earnestly endeavors to remind the 
Christians in Asia Minor of the fundamental truths in which they had already been instructed. Such a 
reminder was necessary because the basic truths of the gospel were being challenged by false teachers 
in the church and diminished by the influence of surrounding Roman culture. Peter’s chief concern as he 
prepared to leave this earth was to make sure that these believers not only were firmly established in 
the true knowledge of God but would continue to grow in it as well by studying the scriptures. This 
divinely inspired message is just as urgent for believers today as we also face constant assaults on the 
truth of the gospel from false teachers and the ungodly culture that surrounds us. 

Let us pause for a moment to consider an amazing fact that we often take for granted. Even 
though we are merely weak, sinful human beings, we can know God. We can know God through his 
revelation to us in creation and in the holy scriptures. And as his elect children, we are able to know him 
relationally. This is only possible because of the work of Christ, the living Word. God’s grace toward us in 
Christ is the means by which we are able not only to approach God as his children, but also to 
continually seek to learn more about him, mature in relationship with him, and grow in holiness. 
Although our experience of this relationship will never be perfect in this life, true knowledge of God on 
this earth will someday culminate in perfect fellowship with him in heaven. John 17:3 promises, “And 
this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 

False ideas are the enemy of this true knowledge of God. They undermine our relationship with 
him and with others in the church. An ignorance of the truth of God’s word creates a weak spot in the 
body of Christ for Satan to attack. No era of the church has been unaffected by false ideas. They are like 
a virus that just keeps coming back to attack in different forms. These attacks will only get worse as the 
day of the Lord draws nearer and nearer. It is the duty of the church to be able to identify the false ideas 
and make “antibodies” to fight them, by which means the body of Christ can continue to remain healthy 
and strong. Peter goes into great detail about the nature of false teachers in the second chapter of this 
epistle. He seeks to equip the recipients of his letter with ways to recognize false teachers and avoid 
their deceptive traps. He also makes clear that these false teachers and those who follow them will face 
certain judgment. 

In addition to being susceptible to false teachers within the church, believers may also be 
influenced by the world around them. The myriad forms of entertainment that are available to us 24-7 
at the touch of a button broadcast false ideas into our eyes and ears daily. Theories such as 
individualism, materialism, evolutionism, and feminism, which our postmodern society promotes, have 
found their way into the church in different forms, often disguised by misquoted Bible verses and 
facilitated by an incomplete understanding of the truth of God’s word. The world also tries to shame 
those who believe in the truth of scripture by calling them narrow-minded, naïve, ignorant, or 
intolerant. Have you encountered these attacks on the truth in your college classroom or workplace? 
The only way to combat them is to “stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth” (Eph. 6:14). 
The belt of truth is foundational to putting on the whole armor of God so that we are able to fight 
against the attacks of the devil. 

The importance of knowing and believing the truth of scripture is that we are able to recognize 
not only false doctrine, but also false practice. What we believe determines how we will live in these last 
days. Knowledge of the truth leads not only to belief in the truth but to living out of this truth. As John 
Calvin says in his Little Book on the Christian Life, “For true doctrine is not a matter of the tongue, but of 



life…in order for doctrine to be fruitful to us, it must overflow into our hearts, spread into our daily 
routines, and truly transform us within”1. The way that a person lives their life on this earth serves as 
evidence of what they believe about eternity. For example, those who do not believe in heaven and hell 
will make their sole focus trying to get as much pleasure out of this life as possible. But the vastly 
different and holy life that Christians are called to live as pilgrims on this earth is the fruit of the true 
knowledge of God through Christ. “For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye 
shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 1:8). 

Avoiding error and growing in grace go hand in hand. We grow in the knowledge of the truth by 
abiding in it with our time, attention, effort, and heart. On the other hand, if we spend the majority of 
our time taking in the lies of the world, this will most definitely have a negative effect on our spiritual 
life. In the final verse of his epistle, Peter warns the believers in Asia Minor (and also us today) to 
“beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness” (2 
Pet. 3:17). This month, I encourage you to pick up your Bible instead of your smartphone as the first 
thing you do in the morning. Follow along with the daily reading plan from 2 Peter and meditate on 
what you read using the study question as a guide. Pray that God will apply the truth of his word to your 
heart so that you are able to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18). 

 

Second Peter Reading Plan 

Date Read Study Question Sing or Pray 

July 8 2 Peter 1:1–2 

How are grace and 
peace increased in your 
life through the true 
knowledge of God? 

Psalter #7 

July 9 2 Peter 1:3 

How does true 
knowledge of God give 
you everything that you 
need for life and 
godliness? 

Psalter #89 

July 10 2 Peter 1:4 

What is the nature of 
the “exceeding great 
and precious promises” 
that Peter refers to in 
this verse? How do they 
enable you to live a holy 
life? 

Psalter #133 

July 11 2 Peter 1:5–7 

Look up the definitions 
of each of the 
characteristics of a holy 
life that Peter mentions 
in these verses. Do you 
see these markers of 
spiritual growth in your 
own life? 

Psalter #101 

 
1 John Calvin, A Little Book on the Christian Life, trans. Aaron Denlinger and Burk Parsons (Sanford: Reformation 
Trust Publishing, 2017), 12-13. 



July 12 2 Peter 1:8–9 

What impact does the 
true knowledge of God 
have on the difference 
between someone who 
is living a fruitful 
Christian life and 
someone who is 
“spiritually nearsighted” 
(as verse 9 describes)? 

Psalter #311 

July 13 2 Peter 1:10–11 

How does seeing the 
Holy Spirit work growth 
in sanctification in your 
life serve as an 
assurance of your 
calling and election? 

Psalter #400 

July 14 2 Peter 1:12–15 

How does Peter’s 
knowledge of his 
impending death 
highlight the 
importance of his 
message in this epistle? 

Psalter #203 

July 15 2 Peter 1:16–18 

How does the fact that 
Peter was an 
eyewitness to Jesus’ 
transfiguration (Matt. 
17:1–8) give authority 
to his message over 
against the “fables” of 
others? 

Psalter #21 

July 16 2 Peter 1:19   

How do you see God’s 
word shining as a light 
against the darkness of 
this sinful world in your 
own life? 

Psalter #334 

July 17 2 Peter 1:20–21; Belgic Confession Art. 3 

What effect does the 
divine inspiration of 
scripture have on the 
way that you approach 
God's word? 

Psalter #322 

July 18 2 Peter 2:1 

Can you think of some 
ways that false teachers 
try to disguise the true 
nature of their heresy? 

Psalter #145 

July 19 2 Peter 2:2–3 

Can you think of some 
ways that false teachers 
try to make their lies 
appealing to those they 
are trying to deceive? 

Psalter #138 



July 20 2 Peter 2:4–10a 

How do the illustrations 
from history that Peter 
uses here prove that 
God’s promise of 
judgment is not an 
empty threat? 

Psalter #13 

July 21 2 Peter 2:10b–12 

What does the 
willingness of false 
teachers to blaspheme 
both heavenly and 
earthly authorities tell 
us about their 
character? 

Psalter #414 

July 22 2 Peter 2:13 

How does Peter’s 
description of false 
teachers in this verse 
illustrate the fact that 
they are not ashamed 
of their sin? 

Psalter #420 

July 23 2 Peter 2:14 

What are five more 
characteristics of false 
teachers that Peter lists 
in this verse? 

Psalter #423 

July 24 2 Peter 2:15–16; Numbers 22–24 

What parallels do you 
see between Balaam 
and the false teachers 
that Peter describes? 

Psalter #2 

July 25 2 Peter 2:17 

What does the imagery 
that Peter uses in this 
verse teach us about 
the nature of false 
teachers and their 
message? 

Psalter #300 

July 26 2 Peter 2:18–19; Romans 6:16–17, 10:4 

Why is the freedom 
that false teachers 
promise a false 
freedom? Where does 
true freedom come 
from? 

Psalter #110 

July 27 2 Peter 2:20–22 

Why will God’s 
judgment be even more 
severe for those who 
became part of the 
church outwardly than 
those who never knew 
the truth? 

Psalter #260 

July 28 2 Peter 3:1–2 
What is the message of 
the prophets and 

Psalter #243 vv. 1–8 



apostles that Peter 
wanted the believers in 
Asia Minor to 
remember? 

July 29 2 Peter 3:3–4 

Why is it so important 
for Christians then and 
now to remember this 
message of the 
prophets and apostles? 

Psalter #243 vv. 9–15 

July 30 2 Peter 3:5; Romans 1:18–21 

Peter says here that 
unbelievers are willingly 
ignorant of God’s 
evident work in 
creation. How does the 
revelation of God in 
creation leave them 
without excuse? 

Psalter #402 

July 31 2 Peter 3:6–7 

How do the events of 
the flood refute the 
error of the “scoffers” 
mentioned in verses 3 
and 4? 

Psalter #407 

August 1 2 Peter 3:8; Psalm 90 

How is the fact that God 
created time and is not 
limited by it reassuring 
for you as a child of 
God? 

Psalter #247 

August 2 2 Peter 3:9 

What does Peter point 
out in this verse as the 
reason that Jesus has 
not yet returned? How 
is this a comfort for the 
elect? 

Psalter #245 

August 3 2 Peter 3:10; Matthew 24:42–44 

What is the meaning of 
the thief analogy that 
both Jesus and Peter 
use to describe the 
coming of the day of 
the Lord? 

Psalter #139 

August 4 2 Peter 3:11–13 

What does it mean to 
live your life in 
expectation of the day 
of the Lord? 

Psalter #16 

August 5 2 Peter 3:14–16 

Can you think of a 
specific way that you 
could be more diligent 
in your daily Christian 
life? Write a prayer 

Psalter #391 



asking God to help you 
grow in this area. 

August 6 2 Peter 3:17 

Why is it so important 
for believers to be 
continually reminded of 
the truth of God's 
word? 

Psalter #228 

August 7 2 Peter 3:18 

Thinking back on what 
you have learned from 
this entire epistle, how 
can you grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of 
God as Peter exhorts 
believers to do in this 
concluding verse? 

Psalter #376 
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