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Note: Recommended reading: Belgic Confession Articles 21 and 22 

 

            We as God’s children have been given a most wondrous gift that at times we all 

overlook. That gift is faith (Phil. 3:8, “I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.”) So many in today’s world will say, “I have faith in this or 

in that.” That faith is a false faith and not a gift of God. Then the question must be asked, “What 

is faith as it is God’s gift to his own children?” To answer that question, we look to the Belgic 

Confession, Article 22. 

            This article refers to faith as that which we use “to attain the true knowledge of this great 

mystery.” This then begs the question, “What mystery?” The mystery spoken of is found in 

Article 21, “The Satisfaction of Christ, Our Only High Priest, for Us.” The mystery is that Christ 

“hath presented Himself in our behalf before the Father to appease His wrath by His full 

satisfaction.” This is called a mystery because we can hardly begin to comprehend the wonderful 

truth that the almighty God in Jesus Christ came to die in our place, the place of sinners. 

            How then does one attain the knowledge of this mystery? “The Holy Ghost kindleth in 

our hearts an upright faith.” Faith is that which “embraces Jesus Christ with all His merits, 

appropriates Him, and seeks nothing more besides Him.” Faith then can only be in and used by 

God's elect children. Thus the world’s “faith” is indeed false, for they have not the Holy Ghost.  

            We as the children of the Most High need faith, for we are totally depraved sinners. Daily 

we fail our Lord’s commands. By that wondrous gift of faith, we turn to God in true repentance 

for sin, and we see the truth of Holy Writ that Christ truly died for our sins. Faith is that which 

embraces that truth and holds fast to it and believes it to be the truth (Acts 2:37–38). Faith 

embraces the truth of salvation wholly of Christ, for “either …all things which are requisite to 

our salvation are not in Jesus Christ, or, if all things are in Him, that then those who possess 

Jesus Christ through faith have complete salvation in Him.” 

            Therefore we confess rightly that we are justified by faith alone, or “by faith without 

works.” This is not to say that we are saved by our faith, for we can merit nothing; rather, faith is 

“an instrument with which we embrace Christ our righteousness.” Christ has imputed to us that 

which he has accomplished on the cross; therefore, he is our righteousness (Phil. 3:9). In him are 

we justified, through faith. Faith is “an instrument that keeps us in communion with Him in all 

His benefits.” 

            As we see this truth, we also then see that there is no place for works of our own in 

salvation. In fact, we see the exact opposite: we see that Christ’s works are “more than sufficient 

to acquit us of our sins.” We as God’s children may not, as I said, “overlook” this gift. That is to 

say that in times when we wander in sin unrepentantly, we may not forget the truth of God's 

word, which speaks to us of our salvation in Christ. Never may we forget the cross, and the 

victory and the benefits that it gave to us! Be comforted, children of God, for Christ is our 

Savior! Embrace this truth in faith, and heed the call to repent and believe! May we by God’s 

grace do so. 
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