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 You can thank God that when you graduate from high school, you have the option of 

attending a college or university. When God’s people spend a few years delving deeply into 

mathematics, the sciences, history, or the languages, God’s works are magnified, and he is 

glorified. Higher education is a good gift. Here on earth, however, spiritual dangers attend every 

good gift and legitimate activity. Of course, that’s true of studying at college as well. 

 Spiritual dangers threaten when we study at secular universities. There the believing 

student sits in classrooms where God’s existence is ignored, questioned, or ridiculed. He walks a 

campus where moral relativism is the name of the game. He works on school projects alongside 

peers who reserve their weekends for open debauchery. None of this comes as a surprise. 

 But spiritual dangers also threaten when we study at Christian universities. This article 

will highlight two categories of danger that the believing student will encounter in this setting. 

The article will also touch upon two great spiritual benefits that an education at a Christian 

university offers. 

 The first category of spiritual danger that you will face at a Christian university is the 

danger of over-embracing the school’s mission and worldview. Every Christian university is 

different, of course, but today many Christian universities have been overrun by 

postmillennialism, the higher criticism of scripture, and a brand of critical theory that takes a 

Christian veneer. If you do not guard against the danger of over-embracing this sort of college 

atmosphere, you may be warmed up to these ideas by Bible classes that gently undermine the 

authority of scripture: “It’s not meant to be a science textbook, after all…” and by social studies 

classes that undermine the moral credibility of your families: “Your parents’ understanding of 

the issues is a little simple; not as ‘nuanced’ as yours is now. And by the way, they’re full of 

racial biases.” The lies will play upon your pride, your ignorance, and your fear. Be on guard 

against them. 

 You must be on guard against embracing lies, but you must also be on guard against 

embracing spiritually detrimental friendships. You will sit in classes with people who have the 

same interests and career aspirations as you. Friendships will not be hard to form. Christian 

universities have many bright, energetic young people who are excited to serve a Jesus who does 

not hate or judge sin. It can be tempting to befriend such people and to justify it with something 

about how “PRs” aren’t the only ones saved. It can be tempting to join your newfound friends in 

their trampling of the antithesis. Be on guard against this. Make friends with people who will 

strengthen your walk with Christ, not undermine it.  

 To guard against embracing false teaching or spiritually detrimental friendships, read the 

scriptures. Read the scriptures often. One great benefit of attending a Christian university is that 

there are many opportunities to make yourself familiar with scripture. The Bible is often quoted 

to support various ideas. When this happens, make it your business to search the scriptures daily 

to see if these things are so (Acts 17:11). Before establishing friendships, evaluate whether your 

acquaintance strives for the life of holy thankfulness laid out in scripture. Pray that God will 

keep your heart and mind from error. 

 The second category of spiritual danger that you may face at a Christian university is to 

become cynical. Seeing errors at your university, you may be tempted to dismiss even the good 

and profitable things that the school has to offer. 



 

 

 One of those good things is relationships with other Bible-believing Christians. When 

you look around at all your classmates who are deceived, the danger is to become discouraged. 

With Elijah, you may despair and cry, “Everyone’s a false Christian…and I, even I only, am 

left!” Your eyes well up with despondent tears as you look across the campus lawn, blinded to 

your fellow believers who do exist with you on campus. Be on guard against this. If you too 

hastily condemn everyone else, so that you’re the only believer left standing in your mind, then 

you’ll cut yourself off from the possibility of being encouraged by and learning from your fellow 

believers on campus. You’ll also inadvertently relieve yourself of your duty to be an 

encouragement to them. 

 The cure for cynicism is to seek out fellow members of Christ’s body on campus. Reread 

Belgic Confession article 29. The article identifies the marks of true Christians. Armed with this 

knowledge, keep your eyes open for those in your classes with whom you can enjoy good 

fellowship and profitable discussion. If there are theologically conservative professors at your 

school, be receptive to the help and encouragement that they will be happy to give to you. One of 

the greatest joys and benefits of a Christian college is finding a group of believers who “have not 

bowed the knee to the image of Baal” (Rom. 11:4) and are willing to study the scriptures with 

you and pray for you. Such friends in the Lord are a true blessing.  

 You will face spiritual dangers wherever God calls you after high school. If you are 

considering attending a Christian university, begin to think about what you will face there. 

Prepare for the dangers. But think about the benefits too and enjoy the assurance of 1 Corinthians 

10:13: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 

 

The following is a list of resources that I found helpful during my time at a Christian 

university. I’d encourage young people who are thinking about attending a Christian university 

(and their parents) to read some or all of the following books and articles as they prepare for 

college: 

 

• Greg Gilbert and Kevin DeYoung, What Is the Mission of the Church? Making Sense of 

Social Justice, Shalom and the Great Commission (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011). 

 

• Prof. David Engelsma, Christianizing the World: Reformed Calling or Ecclesiastical 

Suicide? (Jenison, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association, 2016). 

 

• Rev. Cory Griess, “A Report from the Desert,” Protestant Reformed Theological Journal 

53, no. 1 (2019): 27–45. 

 

• Carl Trueman, The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, Expressive 

Individualism, and the Road to Sexual Revolution (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2020). 
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