
 

 

What Do I Do When They Shoot at Me? 
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A young man joined the Marine Corps pre-Korean War, gung-ho in all his training. His loyalty 

and patriotism were noted by his sergeant, who then made him a platoon leader. During a highly 

celebrated battle, his regiment was inserted in the line at a crucial point. Mortar shells exploded around 

him, gunfire ricocheted off rocks and dirt, as the enemy sought to overwhelm them with their sheer 

numbers. Being in real combat for the first time and seeing that the enemy intended to kill him, he cried 

out to his sergeant, “Sarge, they are shooting at me!” His sergeant replied in a calm voice, “That’s okay, 

son. They may do that.”1 

 When you enter the world as a young Christian, whether for work or school, you will be 

challenged by people who live, believe, and teach things that are not in accordance with God’s word.  

Even though you’ve prepared for these interactions through school, catechism, devotions, and church, you 

may still fear this direct confrontation as did the soldier from the story. As natural as the instinct is to run 

away, you must stand and fight. Specifically, you must fight in a manner that is “gentle unto all men, apt 

to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 

them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth.” This calling comes directly from 2 Timothy 2:24–25, 

in Paul’s letter to Timothy and the church. As those around you oppose God, you, the young Christian 

warrior, must teach meekly and patiently, witness through both actions and words, and trust God to use 

you in your interactions.   

The first calling for you is to be meek when talking to someone with whom you disagree. 

Meekness does not mean being quiet, not saying anything. Being meek first controls your attitude, and as 

a result, directs your actions. Remembering that you are no better than anyone else, you address others as 

patiently as God has been patient with you. Human nature causes you to be aggressive and to yell when 

there is disagreement. You may even be tempted to belittle someone because they don’t believe in the 

truth. This is not meekness nor patience.  

To illustrate, looking at what this calling doesn’t mean will be helpful. If a professor teaches that 

God saves everyone, the wrong response is calling them “dumb” or yelling at them in class. No debate 

will go anywhere when there is name calling or disrespectful attitudes toward the other party, especially 

in such a public place as a classroom. Instead, you, as a student, should inquire about why the professor 

might believe this, taking the time to learn more about their upbringing and beliefs. Patiently listening to 

them fosters a sense of trust. You will have then set the precedent for the rest of the discussion, which is 

best had outside of the classroom.  

This model comes from Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1–26). 

Rather than immediately considering her to be unworthy of his time, Jesus lovingly, patiently, and meekly 

listened to her as she told him who she was and what she was looking for; only after that did he address 

her and her sin. The words, “I can’t even believe you’d be a Samaritan,” or, “I’m better than you because 

I am a Jew,” do not leave Jesus’ lips, like they might leave ours to our professor or classmate. Regardless 

of what someone might believe, patiently listen, just as Jesus did.  

The second calling as a young Christian engaging with someone who doesn’t believe the truth of 

God’s word is to teach. After you’ve listened to what they have to say, share with them the truth of the 

word of God, but do it as you’d feed a child who needs “milk” (Heb. 5:12–14). Teach concepts rather 

than big words that name those concepts. For someone who hasn’t had the same upbringing as you, a 

large word like “predestination” might be intimidating; learning first what “predestination” means is 

much more manageable. Feed them with milk, rather than meat like you’re used to getting. If the Lord 

causes the conversation to continue past the initial interaction, you may begin to share with them the 
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“meat [that] belongeth to them that are of full age” (v. 14). Because the backgrounds of those you 

encounter are all different, you must teach with patience, bringing milk and not meat.  

You should teach not only with your words, but also with your actions. If your life doesn’t reflect 

what you’ve just taught someone, then the lesson has been worthless. You must be willing to sacrifice 

your grade for the sake of truth. Paul writes, “Be not conformed to this world…that ye may prove what is 

that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). If you conform to what your professor 

wants you to write (not truth), you will pass the class academically but not spiritually. By writing the 

truth, you may not pass the class, but you will commit to the calling to be a “good and faithful servant” 

(Matt. 25:21). Your professor may even see your commitment to your faith and the truth of God and 

become convicted through your witness.  

The third and final calling for you is to trust in the power of the Lord to use your words and 

actions to soften the hearts of those around you. As you discuss the truths in the Bible with someone, 

don’t be disheartened if they leave the conversation not having submitted to God’s word. This doesn’t 
mean you have failed in your calling to witness or to teach. Instead, by walking away, you confess God’s 

power to change the heart. Your words do not bring the Holy Spirit into their hearts, nor do they “save” 

someone. Salvation is only by the power of God and his grace toward sinners. If you obey your calling to 

teach patiently, the Lord may breathe new life into those with whom you talked. How merciful is he to 

use sinners such as his children to bring life into a hardened heart! 

Coming across someone who doesn’t believe the same thing as you is inevitable. The initial 

response might be dread, and you may wonder, “How can I talk with them? How will I know what to say? 

Am I strong enough in my faith?” You should not be worried about this because your Father in heaven 

“shall supply all your need according to his riches” (Phil. 4:19). Rather than dread, you should look 

forward to talking with people who disagree with you. See these discussions as opportunities to share the 

gospel of God’s grace while strengthening your faith. As you step into your college classrooms, 

remember the words of 2 Timothy 2 so that instead of running away and shouting, “Why are they 

shooting at me?” you can run toward them and shout, “I’m ready, Lord!” 
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