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I remember it clearly even though it was six years ago. I was sitting on a bench outside a lecture 
hall at Grand Valley State University, waiting for my class’s turn to enter. A young man sat down next to 
me wearing a shirt that had the words “Covenant Christian.” I didn’t recognize him, but I figured there 
was a good chance that I might know his family in light of his familiar shirt. I engaged him in 
conversation, and we shared what families we belonged to. Turns out he was a freshman at GVSU, 
having recently graduated from Covenant.  

Only two minutes later, another individual sat down on the other side of this young man. We 
ended our conversation, and the young man turned to the newcomer (his friend) and began a wholly 
different kind of conversation. This conversation was filled with profanity. The young man wearing the 
Covenant Christian shirt began spewing forth vulgarity and swear words that rivaled any modern-day 
rap artist. Here was a young man who with his wardrobe claimed to belong to a certain group of people 
who worship and hallow the name of the living God, but with his language claimed allegiance to a dark 
and evil power. Here was a horrifying thing. Here was a young man who completely compromised his 
Christian witness.  
 We can dwell all day on what a terrible sight it is when something like this happens, but let’s 
focus on why this happens. To begin with, we can say that it wasn’t his education at Covenant that 
caused the young man to foul his witness. He did not learn and practice profanity under his teachers at 
school. On the contrary, he attended a school that shuns and punishes evil speaking. Regardless of this 
fact, these things still occur. Why? 
 When young people graduate from a Christian high school and move on to a university (often 
secular), their sphere of influence changes. In their high school they were surrounded by a daily 
Christian witness from teachers and students. When they enter the university, that sphere of daily 
influence changes from unabashed godliness to unabashed ungodliness. Not only is the university often 
not godly, but it is usually antichristian. Ungodly science professors hate the creator God of the Bible. 
Ungodly young people hate the holy God who requires holy living of his children, including chastity. They 
also hate the young person who does not speak foul language and hate even more the young person 
who dares to speak against such profanity. 
 At this point in a Christian young person’s life when the sphere of influence changes drastically, 
he faces the temptation to fall in line with the new people he encounters. He hears profanity from his 
fellow classmates and possibly new friends. Maybe it bothers him at first, but then his ears are grated 
enough with foul language that his conscience is hardened to it. Then it no longer bothers him. Pretty 
soon he also is slipping profanity into sentences here and there, even taking God’s name in vain. 
Eventually he sounds a lot like the young man I introduced at the beginning of this article. This sequence 
of events can happen with other things, including sex, drinking, drugs, acceptance of homosexual 
lifestyles, and denial of God as creator.  
 If you feel yourself being tugged in the wrong direction upon entering your university years, ask 
yourself two questions: 
 First, who are your friends? When you left high school, did you leave your godly friends behind 
when you met fun, new, and possibly daring friends at college? Maybe you already had some not-so-
good influences from your friends in high school. Your friends should be those who encourage you to 
live a godly lifestyle. Do your friends attempt to restrain you from evil, or do they attempt to restrain 
you from doing good? 



 Second, who are you trying to impress? Are you trying to impress your college science professor 
by not being that six-day-creationist kid who doesn’t believe in evolution? Or are you trying to please 
God by being a clear witness of the truth of creation that he gave us in scripture? Are you trying to fit in 
with your new “friends” who like to drink a lot of beer and have sex? Or are you leading a godly lifestyle 
of purity and discipline? Are you in a continual competition with your ungodly classmates to see who 
can fit the most ugly, four-letter words into one sentence? Or do you show by your speech that you are 
a child of God? 

After reading all of this, maybe you are now afraid of attending an ungodly university. Don’t be. 
You are not alone. There is one who is watching over you. He is the one, true, and living God who claims 
you as his own and will not allow you to be harmed. You are also not alone because there are allies 
present at the university. You are not the only Christian walking in the midst of unbelievers. There are 
others. Seek them out so that you can encourage each other. In my experience, you don’t need to look 
hard to see that someone is a fellow believer, because he or she will show it in a holy lifestyle and 
undefiled speech. However, guard yourself. You do not enter the university oblivious to the dangers that 
are around you. Rather, you guard yourself by living a godly life, beginning with walking in the green 
pastures of God’s word. Every morning before you go to class, you put on the armor of God to withstand 
the onslaught of the devil that you are about to face. You also guard yourself by surrounding yourself 
with friends and family members who will help keep you accountable. The temptation in the college 
years is to strike out on your own, even cutting off family and friends. When you distance yourself from 
godly influences, you leave yourself wide open and vulnerable. Remember, you are not your own. You 
belong to someone else. He has placed people in your life to help you lead a godly lifestyle. You 
represent that someone—Jesus Christ—and not with just the words on your shirt. 
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