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Scripture: Inerrant from the Beginning 

Arend Haveman 
 

 The Bible is the word of God. It is not enough to say that part of the Bible is the word of 

God or that somewhere in the Bible the word of God can be found. From Genesis to Revelation, 

every line of holy scripture is the word of God. Therefore, scripture is authoritative for the child 

of God over all aspects of his or her faith and life. As such, every Christian ought to hold the 

Bible dear. It ought to be held in high esteem above all else. Meditate on Psalm 119:97. That is 

the proper attitude one must have toward the word of God. 

That is not the attitude most people have toward God’s word today. On the contrary, the 

Bible is openly disparaged as outdated and out of touch with reality. Even many of those who 

call themselves Christian today trample critically upon the Bible. This wrong attitude takes 

various forms. Men corrupt the clear teaching of God’s word to fit their heresies. Men call the 

clear commands of God in scripture bigoted and hateful. But perhaps the most common way 

God’s word is dishonored and trampled underfoot is when men and women elevate their learning 

above God and conclude that scripture contains a variety of errors. There is no place where this 

is more prevalent than in the college and university classroom.1 Therefore, everyone, but 

especially those in college, must take note of the absolute importance of maintaining the 

inerrancy of the Bible from beginning to end. All of faith and life depend upon it. 

Both the importance of and the conflict regarding the Bible’s inerrancy can be 

demonstrated by turning to the first three chapters of holy scripture. Whether secular or 

Christian, nearly every college classroom teaches some wrong view on the condition of humanity 

described by these texts. At the secular college, the consensus seems to be that humans are 

responsible for many evils in this world, but that we can solve any problem if we all come 

together and learn from past errors. For example, I took a class on the Holocaust, one of the most 

outstanding examples of the utter hatred that fallen people have toward one other. One of the 

foundational purposes provided for studying the Holocaust was that if humanity learned about it, 

studied it in detail, and worked together, we could prevent something like this from ever 

happening again. In this view, humanity isn’t inherently bad, and there is no need for Christ as 

the only way out of our misery.  

What the Christian colleges teach is perhaps not so bold, but it is equally dangerous. Here 

many will speak and teach of the need for Christ. Yet, like in the secular college classroom, the 

common consensus is that man, by nature, is not totally depraved. Such colleges teach that there 

is much that we can do to “save” ourselves apart from the gospel of Christ. Therefore, it is taught 

that donating your time in the community, working at a homeless shelter, or going on a mission 

trip can help improve society and make the world ready to accept Christ. Though all these 

activities are lawful things that can be very beneficial for the believer and those whom she 

serves, they are not a means to salvation. 

These false teachings are not compatible with the plain instruction of God’s word in 

Genesis 2:17, “For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” When Adam and Eve 

ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they became spiritually dead—totally 

depraved. The New Testament provides an inspired commentary on this in Romans 5:12: 

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
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upon all men, for that all have sinned,” and 1 Corinthians 15:22: “For as in Adam all die, even so 

in Christ shall all be made alive.” The point is very clear. Humankind cannot help themselves. 

Apart from Christ, all are dead in sin—not greatly affected by sin or mortally wounded in sin, 

but dead in sin. The only way this reality could be ignored is by denying the historicity of 

Genesis 3. If the fall can be relegated to myth, then total depravity and the absolute need for 

Christ are lost entirely. But because scripture is the word of God in its entirety and is without any 

error, this false doctrine of depravity cannot stand. And we may be assured that even though we 

are opposed to all the wisdom of the world, we can stand firmly on the word of God, for “the 

foolishness of God is wiser than men” (1 Cor. 1:25). 

A confession of scripture’s inerrancy also conflicts with another common theme on 

almost every college and university campus, which is the disfigurement of gender roles and 

sexual relationships. The factual accuracy of God’s creation of man and woman found in Genesis 

1 and 2 stands directly opposed to this false teaching. The nature of marriage ordained by God in 

these texts is clear: one man and one woman for life, with man as the head of his wife. This 

understanding of Genesis is also indicated by New Testament texts such as 1 Timothy 2, which 

demands that the biblical record of God’s creating man and woman be historically accurate. 

The destruction of biblical gender roles serves as the most recent example of a cultural 

push that is openly condemned by scripture. Sadly, the cultural push for this change is present 

not only in the world’s institutions but also in institutions that claim to be biblically grounded.2 

How can this be? Isn’t scripture clear? The answer is yes, but clarity is lost when errors are 

introduced into scripture. If the accuracy of Genesis 1 and 2 is undermined, then the word of God 

can be manipulated and ignored. Then homosexuality can no longer be called sin and gender 

identification becomes subjective. Then women have as much of a right to hold office in the 

church as men. When one sets aside the inerrancy of scripture, the Bible no longer is the sole rule 

for faith and life. Instead, man becomes his own ruler. 

The need for maintaining scripture’s inerrancy, even in the opening chapters of the Bible, 

extends beyond just the demand to worship God as the creator. The historical accuracy of the 

entire Bible stands behind every article of our Christian faith. There can be no word of scripture 

that is in doubt. The world and the apostatizing church will never stop undermining the Bible as 

the foundation of Christianity. Therefore, all of us, but especially those who live day to day in 

the college and university classroom, must pray for faith to maintain the confession that the word 

of God is an inerrant rule for all that we believe and do. 
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