
 

 1 

I Will Serve the Lord 

Rev. Garry Eriks 

 

 Yes! With this one-word answer, public confession of faith is made. When this “yes” is 

declared by a young person standing in front of the congregation during a worship service, a vow 

is taken. A promise is made before God and the congregation. Promising to do something before 

God is worthy of serious consideration because of the consequences of breaking that promise. 

When we stand before the church, we must mean what we say! In our day, many people make 

promises tongue-in-cheek—they do not really mean what they say. Easily one takes a vow and 

then breaks that vow with all kinds of excuses. We need to be reminded that when we make 

confession of faith, we had better mean what we say. 

 What is a vow? A vow is a public promise made before God and the church to live by 

God’s truth, for the glory of his name. Such a promise has a covenant character. This means it is 

an aspect of the covenant life God graciously establishes with us when he unites himself to us in 

Christ. Included in the vow made at confession of faith is a promise before God to live 

obediently in our relationship of fellowship with him. It is important, however, to understand that 

this vow does not mean that we are accepting God’s offer to make Christ our savior. Nor does 

our vow bring us into a fellowship with God. Instead, our vow is a promise that describes how 

we will live in our covenant relationship with him by his grace. 

 The idea of making a vow is based on the activity of Almighty God himself, who 

promises to bless his people. He promises to save us, forgive us, and live with us forever! When 

he promises to do something, the promise-keeping God swears to do these things. He swears by 

himself, as we read in Hebrews 6:13, “For when God made promise to Abraham, because he 

could swear by no greater, he sware by himself.” 

 In scripture, we find God’s people vowing to serve the Lord in response to his unfailing 

promises to love them. This was done by God’s people together in 2 Chronicles 15:12-15. Here 

the people of Judah responded to God’s word by promising to live thankfully and obediently 

before God. There were also personal, individual vows that saints made in the Old Testament. 

For example, Samson took the vow of a Nazarite, promising that he would not drink strong 

drink, touch a dead body, or cut his hair in devotion to God. Similarly Joshua, as an old man, 

stood before all Israel and vowed, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” 

 When we make confession of faith, we stand with Samson and Joshua promising to serve 

the Lord. But there is more. The content of our promise to serve God is described by our answers 

to the three questions that the minister asks before the congregation. We confess that we believe 

that the doctrine taught in this church is “the true and complete doctrine of salvation.” We 

promise “to adhere to this doctrine, to reject all heresies repugnant thereto; and to lead a new, 

godly life.” And we promise to “submit to church government, and…to church discipline.” With 

the “yes” of confession of faith, we promise to serve the Lord, the God of our salvation, in all of 

these specific ways. 

 The child of God takes such a vow willingly and joyfully. Why? We know God’s love. 

We know the joy of his salvation. We know his faithful promises are for us personally. Knowing 

the undeserved, unmerited grace of God that saves us from sin and fills our hearts with the hope 

of everlasting life, we want to serve the Lord. We gladly, with heartfelt conviction, want to stand 

before God, his people, and even before a sinful world promising to serve him and him alone. In 
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fact, this may be one of the ways you know that you are ready to make confession of faith. You 

are able to say, “I want to devote my life to the God of my salvation!”   

 At the same time, we make our confession of faith before God knowing our inability to 

keep these promises perfectly in our own strength. We are reminded of this in the life of Samson. 

Once he became an adult, it did not take Samson long to break his vow (Judges 14). It was bad 

enough that he sought a wife from the Philistines, but he made things worse by violating his 

Nazarite vow. Remember how the Lord gave Samson strength by the Spirit to kill a lion on his 

way to visit the Philistine woman he wanted to marry. On the return trip to Israel, Samson broke 

his Nazarite vow, touching the dead body of the lion in order to harvest honey from its corpse. 

Samson also broke this vow by drinking alcohol at his wedding feast. He broke his vow still 

further when, finally, he gave into the nagging of Delilah and told her the source of his 

supernatural strength—his strength would be gone if his hair was cut, which she did. Time after 

time, Samson broke his vow as a Nazarite.   

 We learn from Samson that breaking a vow is serious business. To break the vow of 

confession of faith is something that God does not take lightly. It is a violation of the third 

commandment, which is explained in Lord’s Day 37 of the Heidelberg Catechism. Violating our 

vow at confession of faith is an act of despising God’s name, a direct attack on that which God 

holds most holy. We tremble to know that the vow-breaking weakness found in Samson is found 

in every one of us. 

 So let me end by providing some hope as you think about the seriousness of the vow of 

confession of faith. As you take your vow, know that there is hope in Jesus Christ. Where we are 

unfaithful to these vows, he is faithful to forgive when we confess our sins. And having been 

forgiven, we also receive from Jesus Christ alone the strength to renew and keep our vow. We 

cannot keep these vows in our own strength.  Our help and strength are found in Christ alone, the 

one whom we confess as our savior and Lord. When we confess that we believe the doctrine 

taught in the church, we are confessing that in Christ alone is strength to be faithful to these 

vows. 

 For those who have confessed their faith, be strong and courageous keeping your vows in 

the power of Christ. For those thinking about confession of faith, may the Lord prepare you to 

take these vows knowing your dependence on Christ.     
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