
 

 

Changing Obligations 
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 “When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I 

became a man, I put away childish things.” In this passage (1 Cor. 13:11), the apostle Paul refers to two 

states of life: childhood and manhood. Although he is speaking primarily from a spiritual perspective, of 

our interests moving from earthly things to the heavenly, there is a connection here to real life too. When 

we were children, many others had obligations toward us, including our parents, teachers, church 

members, and even older siblings. Our obligations toward these people were either very limited or 

nonexistent.  

As we develop and mature, however, our obligations do as well. We are part of a spiritual body (1 

Cor. 12:12–31), and we have growing obligations toward it throughout life. It is tempting to remain in 

childhood. Our sinful nature finds it easier to take from others and ignore our obligations toward them. 

This is not a biblical response to maturing, though. The apostle Paul clearly describes in 1 Corinthians 12 

our responsibility to use our talents for the benefit of the body of which we are members. As we mature, 

we need to recognize our talents and look for ways to serve the church. We have new obligations toward 

family, congregation, and peers.  

 Spiritually, much of this has to do with recognizing faith as something personal. There is a reason 

we make confession of faith as young adults. As children, our faith is real and true, but it is also passed on 

from our parents. As we mature, however, our faith becomes our own. We begin to go to church not out 

of obligation to our parents, but because we want to. We avoid sin and seek to be obedient because we 

want to serve God, not because our parents demand we do so. Ruth is a great example of this. She was a 

Moabitess, but when her husband died, she remained with her mother-in-law, Naomi, rather than 

returning to her family. Her faith was personal to her, not merely the faith of her husband’s family. 

Although Naomi was the “mother” in this story, Ruth worked to support them both. As a young woman, 

she maintained her love, respect, and service toward her mother-in-law. 

As young adults mature, they have changing obligations toward their families. A child is served 

by his or her parents. Parents fulfill their baptismal vows by loving that child and providing for him or her 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually. The love of the parent does not change as the child grows and 

matures, though the responsibilities of the child do change. This can include physical responsibilities 

(doing more work around the house, helping cook or clean, helping with yard or car maintenance, etc.), 

but it also can include spiritual responsibilities. As young people mature, they may begin to lead the 

family in devotions, have spiritual discussions with their parents, and serve as strong examples of a godly 

walk for their younger siblings. The respect and love one has for his or her parents does not change, but 

their relationship naturally will.  

 As time goes on, the changing obligations of young people extend beyond their families to 

include their congregations. Just as we are members of a broader body of Christ throughout time and 

history, we are also members of a smaller body of believers at our local congregation. Paul wrote the 

letter of 1 Corinthians with this in mind, telling the believers in Corinth of their obligation to serve each 

other with their gifts and abilities. This is also true for us as young people. Though we often spend a 

significant amount of time and effort seeking to identify our talents with an eye toward our careers, this 

search should always be done with the church in mind as well. This is obviously true for young men with 

the talent and calling for the ministry, or young men and women who anticipate a career in education. 

These careers naturally overlap well with service of those in our body of believers. Paul is clear, however, 

that there is a place for each member of the church, not just those with obvious talents for ministry or 

teaching.  

It would be far easier to ignore our talents, avoid looking for ways to serve the church, and simply 

show up twice each Sunday. But this is directly against the calling of God in his word. Young people 

should actively be seeking to identify both their talents and a way to serve the church through them. This 

could be through greeting and welcoming visitors, participating in Bible studies or young adult groups, 



 

 

teaching Sunday school, helping in the nursery, cooking meals for those in need, writing letters to shut-ins 

in the congregation, or so many other things. The opportunities to serve in the church are endless if one 

has eyes of faith to see the needs. 

 In addition to serving family and church, young people also have an obligation toward serving 

their peers. Though young children have little recognition of needs outside of their own, they will begin to 

recognize the needs and ideas of others as they grow older. This provides a basis to form friendships and 

to recognize the Christian calling of putting others before self. One of the key roles of Christian education 

is to foster this understanding. We spend hours together as a peer group in grades one through twelve, 

learning to live with one another. Beyond high school, however, it takes more effort to interact with a 

believing peer group. One must be intentional in seeking out these interactions and fostering Christian 

friendship with other young adults.  

Our calling as Christians is to put the needs of others before our own. An obligation in this 

respect is to ask how one’s friends are doing physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Our calling as 

maturing Christians is one of gentleness and humility (Titus 3:2). Rather than always being caught up in 

the things we want or need, we are to put those things aside to serve our neighbor—whether it be a friend, 

a member of the congregation, or simply somebody God puts in our life. We need to be intentional with 

our friends, listening to their needs, whether they are emotional, physical, or spiritual. Then we need to 

move past ourselves and serve them. 

 All of this sounds impossible, especially with our sinful natures still inside of us. That sinful 

nature would always prefer taking the lazy or self-serving route. We are naturally proud and greedy, and 

pushing those feelings away is only possible through the Spirit’s work inside of us. Moving away from 

childhood and childish things toward new obligations to family, congregation, and peers requires God’s 

grace, which gives his people strength to complete their callings. We will inevitably fail—probably many, 

many times. But our Father is a God of forgiveness. May he work in us through his Spirit as we fulfill our 

changing obligations as young adults. 
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