
Turning from Worldliness 

Joshua Harris 

 

The world is an enticing place. We live alongside it, and it influences our lives in many 
different ways. Our human nature tries to pull us toward the lusts of the heart, yet the 
regenerated man within us pulls toward the cross of Jesus Christ. We are locked in a fierce 
battle both internally and externally regarding the world, and it is a daily struggle to fight against 
our sinful desires, which tempt us to go against our calling to love not the things of this world (1 
John 2:15). There are many ways in which the world can compromise our countercultural 
calling, but let’s consider this topic by looking at the effect of the world on us as individuals and 
the effect of the world on the church. 
 
The World in Our Life 

We are surrounded by the world every day in all that we do, be it in work, in college, or 
the things we see and hear on our phones. There is the subtle whisper from the devil in all these 
things to compromise our faith and adhere to the thinking of the world. Our calling, however, is 
to reject the practices of the world and do those things that are good and pleasing in the sight of 
our Lord God. It would be good for us to look at specific examples of how the world infiltrates 
our life and misdirects our gaze away from Jesus Christ.  

Music is one tool that the devil seeks to use to slowly cause us to compromise our faith. 
The lyrics are perhaps filled with profanity or sexual suggestion, yet we allow ourselves to 
continue to listen. There are inevitable excuses that arise: “It won’t affect me; I can withstand it”; 
or “It doesn’t matter as I’m not the one saying those things.” The words of 1 Thessalonians 4:7 
give an answer to these excuses, reminding us that “God hath not called us unto uncleanness, 
but unto holiness.” This is our calling, a holy life in which we give thanks and praise to the name 
of Jehovah almighty who has given us life in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is out of this life, then, that 
we must live.  

To live contrary to this life of Christ is to walk in the way of sin and in the way of 
disobedience. God’s Spirit works in us to do his good pleasure and works a fervent desire to 
devote our lives for the sake of our Lord. God’s word warns us in many places of the 
consequences of living a life of sin (Col. 3:5–6), and it specifically shows us our sins by way of 
the law. We have the law read out every Sabbath morning. There is no excuse for not being 
aware of the command of God. Beloved young people, cursing is a sin! Drunkenness is a 
grievous sin listed alongside such things as murder (Gal. 5:21) and fornication (1 Cor. 5:11)! To 
live contrary to God’s law is lawlessness. Or to put it more formally, it is “practical 
antinomianism.”  

Anything that pollutes and poisons your mind with the wicked ways of the world must be 
put away in repentance. We are to turn and look to Christ Jesus, our perfect Savior, who has 
paid for these sins and renews our hearts and minds. This gospel is always the answer! Having 
been renewed in Christ, we are called to a life of good works out of which we are to show our 
thankful hearts, which rejoice in the knowledge of our salvation earned and given by the Lamb 
of God by whose blood we have been made partakers of the covenant blessings of salvation. 
Live for him, young people; put away those things that lead you to walk in sin and put on those 
things that Christ calls us to.  



 
The World in the Church 

The world can also affect the church. The devil subtly attacks the true church of Jesus 
Christ, and none are exempt from his lies. Tolerance is one way in which the church conforms 
to the thinking of the world. Look at the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), for example. This is the 
largest Presbyterian denomination in the United States today, and in 2014 it voted to change its 
laws on marriage to allow same-sex marriage. As we know, this is contrary to what God’s word 
tells us in texts such as Leviticus 18:22 and 1 Corinthians 6:9–10. The clear evidence of God’s 
word shows that the tolerance of same-sex marriage by this denomination is a compromise of 
scripture. Sadly, the PCUSA is but one example among many in the mainline Protestant 
churches today. The world constantly pushes the church to adopt its ideology and practices. 
Modern Christianity as a whole promotes a “love-equals-acceptance” mentality, which seeks to 
meet the approval of the world.  

From a more doctrinal perspective, one way in which many churches have compromised 
the truth of scripture is to accept the heresy of common grace, which states that God desires the 
salvation of and bestows his grace upon all mankind. Some claim that this doctrine makes it 
easier to witness, but such a witness is deceptive if it teaches a false gospel. We may not 
compromise our faith, but rather we are called to defend the truth set forth by scripture. We may 
think of Christ’s words in John 15:18–19, where he speaks of the hatred of the world toward 
anyone who loves and defends the gospel. Therefore, when the church compromises with the 
world, it says to Christ that he is not enough. It says that fear of man outweighs fear of God. 
Praise God that he preserves the truth of his word among us. It is a great joy for us to know that 
we suffer with Christ when the world persecutes us for our love for him, and if “God be for us, 
who can be against us” (Rom. 8:31)?  

Our answer to worldliness is rooted in sound doctrine, beginning with the doctrines of 
justification and sanctification in Jesus Christ alone. As we receive the lively preaching of the 
gospel, our souls are fed and our faith is strengthened. It is out of this faith, then, that we live for 
the cross of Jesus Christ and utterly reject the teachings of the world. Delve deeply into his word 
and seek to learn more and more about his wondrous work accomplished by Jesus Christ and 
applied to us by his Spirit!  

We live in a world that seeks to silence the true gospel of Jesus Christ in favor of the 
sinful pleasures of this life and the high esteem of man. Who do you belong to? Do you show 
this? Utterly reject the lies of Satan promoted by this world, for there truly is nothing that 
compares to the glory that is to come. Defend the true church of Christ, and in your individual 
walk, live out of the new life of Christ by striving daily to praise his name. Live a life of holiness 
and repent of that worldly attitude and mindset that we are all prone to in our daily lives. Live for 
Jesus Christ, for he is your sure hope and salvation! 
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