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Issue at Hand Ryan Kregel

passion week
Our use of the word “passion” has changed since its
first use. Today you may hear it used by people like
this: “I am passionate about my work.” What they
mean, generally, is that they love what they do, and
they exert themselves to do their best. Passion can
also describe the bond of love and desire between a
husband and a wife. But these examples of current
usage of the word are not an entirely accurate reflection of how the word was originally used when it
was coined in the 12th or 13th century. Originally,
the word “passion” referred specifically to the suffering and submission of Jesus Christ during the last
week of his life on earth.
Consider for instance the account of Jesus on the
mount of Olives after the Last Supper (Matt. 26).
His prayer while the disciples dozed is representative
of his submission. He prayed: “O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not
as I will, but as thou wilt” (v. 39). Not his will, but
God’s will. He submitted. Again, we read in verse
42: “O my Father, if this cup may not pass away
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done.” He
knew very well what was coming. Intense agony and
humiliation on the cross and in the hours before.

He was a man like us, therefore he knew he would
feel every bit of the pain and disgrace. His answer
to that coming affliction? So be it. Thy will be done.
That is true passion. A passion that was for us and
to the glory of his Father. Don’t forget that fact as
you read through the articles in this issue of Beacon
Lights. Every thought, word, and action by Jesus
during the last week of his life on earth was for our
salvation, to the glory of God.
You may have noticed in the past couple of issues
that the inside cover of the magazine describes the
editor position as “Position Open.” For the past
3 years, Dewey Engelsma has faithfully labored
as editor of the magazine. January 2021 was the
end of Dewey’s 3-year term as editor. In light of
recent events in our churches, Dewey requested to
step down as editor at the end of his term. I had
the privilege of working closely with Dewey for the
majority of his time with Beacon Lights and came
to appreciate Dewey as a friend, fellow laborer, and
man of God. I, along with the rest of the Beacon
Lights staff thank him for the work that he did. The
magazine is truly better as a result of his leadership
and his love for the young people.

may Issue:
confession
of faith
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Editorial Rev. C. Hanko

the resurrection of
god’s son
All the Scriptures witness with one accord of Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen, the wonder of God.
Sometimes even when we least expect it, the
Word of God points us to the infinite significance of
this wonder.
That is the case in the first chapter of the epistle to
the Romans, vss. 3 and 4 where Paul writes, “Jesus
Christ our Lord…declared to be the Son of God
with power…by the resurrection from the dead.”
We do well to pause and read that statement
again, in order to realize the full import of it.
You could pour the thought into other words by
saying; Jesus Christ is powerfully set forth as the
Son of God by his resurrection from the dead.
That is, Jesus Christ had made himself known to
us as the Son of God. He did not merely announce
it, but he declared it in a most powerful way. He
proved it, beyond a doubt, by rising from the dead.
How do I know then, that Jesus is the Son of
God? How do I know him as my Lord? What is the
basis for my faith in him? Just this, that he proved
it to me with power when he arose from the dead.
That is the great practical significance of the resurrection. It includes all the riches of salvation for
us. For beholding the wonder of the resurrection we
confess in faith, as Thomas did, “My Lord and my
God!”
**********
He is risen!
That is the first fact that impresses us.
It was the good news that thrilled the hearts of
the disciples on that eventful day of the resurrection,
as the tidings passed from lip to lip. “The Lord is
risen. Indeed he is!”
Despair had filled their hearts ever since those
amazing happenings of the past Thursday night. It
had begun already in the upper room. Judas had been
4
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dismissed from the Supper, after Jesus had openly
declared that one of them would betray him. Then
followed the warnings he had given them; to which
they had turned a deaf ear. Thereupon the events
in the garden; into their sleep-dazed consciousness
had penetrated some of the agony that had filled the
soul of the Master. Afterwards he had refused to
defend himself against the foe. He had given himself
into their hands, allowing them to carry out all their
evil intentions against him. He had been condemned
to die. And still he had offered no resistance. As a
spectacle he had hung on the cross; had died the
shameful death of a criminal. How deeply offended
they had been by him.
It had all looked so utterly hopeless. How could
he be what they professed him to be, the Christ, the
Son of the living God? How could he ever establish
the kingdom he had never grown weary of speaking
about? Others he had raised from the dead, but how
could he raise himself? True enough, he had raised
Lazarus, even after everyone had given up all hope,
since he had been dead four days already. But then
Jesus was still alive. Now he was counted among the
dead. And who had ever heard of a thing like that,
that the dead raised the dead? Can one who is swallowed up by the power of death overcome death?
**********
“But now is Christ risen from the dead.”
There can be no doubt about that. The evidence is
abundant. We need only mention the vacated tomb
that had been so carefully sealed and zealously
guarded by the soldiers. Pilate had laughed at the
fears of the Jews when they had asked him for a
guard for the dead. Ironically he had said, “Seal it
as sure as you can.” Little did he realize the irony
of putting a seal on the stone and a guard about the
grave where the body of the Son of God was laid.

We can even add to that the witness of the angels.
None less than heavenly messengers were present
to account for this wonder. Who else would be a
fit reporter of those things that eye cannot see, that
ear cannot hear, and that never did enter into the
heart of man: the things that belong so entirely to
the sphere of the spiritual and the heavenly?
And, as if that were not sufficient proof, we can
also produce the evidence of the grave clothes. How
could anyone move a corpse without disturbing the
wrappings about it? Can you rob a cocoon of its
chrysalis without damaging the cocoon?
Or if anyone desires still more proof, the Lord
appeared to his disciples some ten times after the
resurrection and ascended to heaven before their
eyes.
Death could not keep its prey. he arose.
He proved, even as he had said, “I am the
Resurrection and the Life.”
**********
What also impresses us is the fact that he arose
victorious over death. When he arose, death was
completely swallowed up in victory. Each appearance to his disciples was that much more evidence of
that glorious fact.
At first the news of the resurrection seemed too
fantastic to believe. Some overwrought women were
the first to say that they had seen him. Later other
reports confirmed the fact, but no one was able to
say where he had gone or where he could be found.
He had appeared to them most unexpectedly and as
suddenly he had disappeared from their sight. None
had seen him come, and no one had seen him depart.
Later, he stood among them in the upper room, had
even eaten in their presence, and had shown the nail
holes in his hands and feet. But how he had made his
entrance into the room, no one knew, for the door
was barred. Nor did they know what happened to
him when they saw him no more. He had appeared
to them at the Sea of Galilee, where he performed a
miracle before their wondering gaze, and spoke very
intimately with them. Yet there had seemed to be
a wide chasm that separated him from them. They
had wanted to ask him whether it was really he. But
when they tried to put the question, it seemed so
foolish that they gave up the attempt. They knew it
was he. It could not possibly be anyone else.
The whole solution to the difficulty lay in the fact
that he was risen, but changed. He had not returned
to this earthly existence, where men still walk under
the shadow of death. He had passed through the

grave into eternal life. It was the same Jesus, yet he
had undergone a great change, for the mortal had
put on immortality, and the corruptible had put on
incorruption. The earthy had become heavenly, and
the natural was now spiritual. In him death was
swallowed up in victory!
O glorious victory. For it proves that he is Lord
even over death. What is impossible with man is
possible with God.
Jesus Christ, powerfully proven to be the Son of
God by the resurrection from the dead!
**********
Our Lord and our God.
He changed the Sabbath from the close of our
week to its beginning. Now we can begin each new
week with his Sabbath.
He brought the church out of the dispensation of
shadows into the dispensation of the fulfillment of
the promise.
He poured forth his Spirit, whereby he came to
dwell within us.
Everyone who is conscious of his sin and guilt,
who hungers and thirsts after God, knows the
power of the resurrected Christ in his own heart.
He knows that there is no other name under heaven
whereby we can be saved. For Christ was delivered
over to the power of death, because of our transgressions. He was raised again, because he had atoned
for our sins and merited eternal salvation for us. We
are justified through his blood.
His Spirit is the life-giving Spirit of adoption that
cries within us and causes us to cry, Abba, Father.
For he makes us sons and daughters, even heirs of
salvation.
By faith we know him as our Lord, Who is mighty
to save.
He lives; we know he lives, for he lives within our
hearts.
And we shall also live with him. For he shall
change our vile bodies in the likeness of his glorious body by the same power whereby he subdues all
things to himself.
He gives the confession in our hearts whereby we
say: My Lord and My God!
Declared to be the Son of God with power by the
resurrection from the dead.
Rev. C. Hanko originally wrote this article for the
March 1948 issue of Beacon Lights.
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Nate Heimstra

sunday: What king would choose to ride the
lowly, little donkey?
(Matthew 21:1–11, Mark 11:1–11, John 12:12–19,
Luke 19:29–40)
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh
unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of
an ass” (Zech. 9:9).
During the recent presidential election in the United
States, a common media scene was the former
President Donald Trump arriving to rallies around
the nation aboard the iconic Air Force One. The
enormous jet would come majestically soaring in,
its beautiful, shiny paint glistening in the sunlight,
the powerful roar of its engines booming in the
sky, proudly boasting the name “United States of
America.” Out to a packed, roaring crowd stepped
the president of the United States: his smiling face,
his hair slicked back, his sharp navy suit, his bold
red tie, and his shiny black shoes. The whole scene
a symbol of American pride. What a privilege it is
to be a citizen of a nation that’s represented by such
things! What power and prestige! What honor and
respect!
Now, imagine instead that this former president
pulled up in a clapped-out-beater of a car, with rust
holes in the side the size of your fist, and half the
windows cracked and missing. A flat tire squawked
as it wedged itself with each rotation into the pavement, and straining to stay running, the engine
clattered, popped, and backfired as smoke came
billowing out of the hood. Out stepped a scraggily
looking man, his hair tattered, his face covered in
grime, his clothes grease-stained, and some of his
toes poking through a hole in one of his shoes. Can
you imagine what the big news media would say? Is
this really the president? What an embarrassment to
the United States! How hideous! How this man and
this nation must not desire respect!
But are these not far from the thoughts we might
have of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on
that Palm Sunday? Really, the triumphant King on
a little, baby donkey? It’s frizzy hair, spindly legs,
stubby tail, and big ears…cute at best! Broken off
6
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palm branches for his flags of victory? Other people’s
dirty, worn coats for his saddle? How could this be a
king? What an embarrassment and how laughable!
Maybe we can understand his lowly birth in a
manager in Bethlehem, maybe we can understand
his life of ministering and serving, but now is the
climax of his ministry! Up to this point Jesus had
always escaped the crowds and public scene, but
now is his time to openly proclaim and show that he
is the King of Kings! Wouldn’t it have been better for
him to have created by a miracle the strongest, most
beautiful, most majestic, most glorious-to-behold
stallion that any man has ever seen? He is Immanuel,
the Word in the flesh after all, the same Word who in
the beginning spoke and called the heavens, earth,
and all that they contain into existence!
Even more, the crowd had heard of his many miracles of healing the blind and lame, of feeding fivethousand people with only five loaves and two fishes,
and most recently of his astounding work of calling
cold, stinky Lazarus back to life who had been dead
in the grave for four days! Could not he have wowed
the bystanders and city even further by marching in
triumphantly on a most glorious to behold stallion?
Where’s the fine linen to line the streets? Where’s the
gold, jewels, and luxurious leather saddle? Maybe
then the unbelieving Pharisees, rather than trying
to silence his praising disciples, would have at least
shown some respect!
What king would choose to ride the lowly, little
donkey?
No victorious king who is only a mere man would
want to be seen on such an insignificant, pathetic
creature. He would only order for his servants to
bring him a strong, majestic stallion! Only a King
who is “true God” with an all-knowing and all-powerful divine nature would choose to ride the lowly,
little donkey (Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 6).
As if King Jesus’ life of ministering and miracles was
not enough to prove him as God, Jesus openly displays the providential power of his divine nature to
know and control the people, time, circumstances,
and even the lowly, little donkey. Not only does he
send two of his disciples to get the donkey, that in

the power of his eternal council he has prepared in
a neighboring town, he knows the exact thoughts
and words that will be exchanged when his disciples
take the donkey from a complete stranger. And he
gives his disciples the exact words to speak, and
powerfully bends the will of the stranger to allow
the disciples to freely take the lowly, little donkey.
What’s more is that this donkey is a young colt that
had never before been ridden or even sat upon (Luke
19:30). Behold, all of creation, and even this lowly,
little donkey is under the sovereign, almighty control of King Jesus!
How could God, who is a spiritual being, ride a
physical donkey in a sin-cursed world? This King
must also be a “true and righteous man” who has
come in the weakness of human flesh, yet is without sin and “more powerful than all creatures”
(Heidelberg Catechism, Lord’s Day 5&6). Only
King Jesus knew what choosing to ride the lowly,
little donkey on that Palm Sunday truly meant. It
meant humbling himself, veiling his glory, and
coming in the flesh in the likeness of men. It meant
taking upon himself the form of a servant and suffering the consequences of the sin of Adam and
the whole human race all his life long, while yet
remaining perfectly righteous and holy in himself
before God. It meant making himself of no reputation among men, especially shown now as he rode
the lowly donkey (Phil. 2:7-8). And in only a matter
of a few short days, it would mean sweating drops
of blood in the garden. It would mean his friends
forsaking him and fleeing. It would mean being
mocked and spit upon. It would mean whipping and
scourging. It would mean being nailed to a cross,
hanging between heaven and earth, rejected and
forsaken of God and men. It would mean suffering
the eternal wrath of God against sin, and bearing
the torments of hell, especially during three hours
of pitch-black darkness on the cross. It would mean
that the omnipotent Son of God in obedience to the
Father would willingly empty himself of all of his
power and make it nothing.
Only a King of glory, whose kingdom is heavenly and not of this earth, would choose to ride
the lowly, little donkey. No man with an earthly
kingdom would choose this way, how shameful and
ridiculous! But one who is both very man and very
God, and whose kingdom is heavenly, works much
differently; he chooses to use those things that are
foolish and weak in the eyes of men to confound
what the world considers as wise and mighty (1 Cor.
1:27). Certainly, the Pharisees and Sadducees who

wanted to kill King Jesus and silence his praising
disciples wanted nothing to do with such a heavenly kingdom! They only wanted a king who would
endorse their self-righteous piety. They only wanted
a king who would stroke their ego and give them a
place of prominence in the eyes of men. They only
wanted a king who would build a kingdom here on
this earth. Never would they be seen following a
man who rides a powerless, pathetic, little donkey!
Even the crowd rejoicing and shouting, “Hosanna
to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in
the name of the Lord,” didn’t fully understand the
true meaning of the lowly, little donkey. It wasn’t
until after Jesus’ resurrection and ascension that it
became clear to them: Jesus is not an earthly, but a
heavenly King, a Savior not from the oppression of
this world, but from sin and death (John 12:16).
Only a King of love, who in his eternal council
determined to redeem precious Zion, his chosen
people, and bring them into covenant fellowship
with himself to share in his everlasting life and
glory, would choose to ride the lowly, little donkey.
Only this type of King could satisfy the justice and
holy wrath of God against sin and death and restore
righteousness and eternal life to the citizens of his
kingdom!
Of the King Jesus who chose to ride the lowly,
little donkey, the Spirit-inspired apostle Paul proclaims, “Let this mind be in you.” Often, we do the
flat opposite. We say, let my mind focus on me! My
feelings and my desires, my education and my skills,
my hard work and my achievements, my career and
my advancement, my business and my growth, my
money and my bank account, my car and my boat,
my house size and location, my clothes and my
jewelry, my body and my great physique, my relationships and what they do for me, my Instagram/
Facebook/Twitter and my likes and followers, my
time and what I want to do…and it doesn’t stop
there. We think we’re so important. We can be so
self-absorbed, puffed up, and proud that we don’t
even realize it. We’re not so bold to come out and say
it, but our actions shout, “away with the pathetic,
little donkey, bring me the proud, strong stallion!”
Or maybe the proud, strong stallion we’re riding
is more deceiving. We wonder and worry: What will
I do for a job? Will I go to college? Where will I live?
Will I get married and have a family? We struggle
and become overwhelmed. The other employees are
disrespectful. The test grade wasn’t as good as we
had hoped. The rent bills don’t stop. The relationship isn’t going very well. We grow anxious, fearful,
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and despair: How can I keep on working? Will I
even pass the class? How will I make ends meet?
Will this relationship work out? We want to know
every detail of our future before it arrives. We look
for things that we can do to control it according
to our desires, and we’re filled with anxiety when
things don’t seem to go our way. Our eyes are so
fixed on controlling the proud, strong stallion of our
own plans and desires, that we’re completely blind
to the lowly, little donkey of trusting in the perfect,
immutable will of God.
Then the powerful Word of God comes knocking
us off our proud, strong stallion and commanding:
Make yourself of no reputation! But not only that:
Make yourself a servant! And even more than that:
Die to yourself (Matthew 16:24). Our sinful human
nature would never choose to do that! Give up our
own pride? Give up our own desires? Ride a lowly,
little donkey rather than a proud, strong stallion?
How foolish!
Oh, precious child of Zion, hear this! You have
been chosen unto his glorious, heavenly kingdom
according to the gracious good pleasure and everlasting love of the triune God in all eternity! You’ve
been given the gift of salvation, forgiveness of sins,
perfect righteousness, and a true and living faith,
whereby you are engrafted into King Jesus only on
the basis of his perfect merits! Look by the Holy

Spirit’s work of faith and see that King Jesus chose
to ride a lowly, little donkey in his love for you! But
now, don’t stop and focus only on the lowly, little
donkey of that Palm Sunday. Look up! Look up to
its Master! Look up to King Jesus, the author and
finisher of your faith, who is now exalted and reigns
over all at the right hand of God! Look to the one
who selflessly first loved you, that you might live by
him and show that love to others! Don’t get caught
up with what you can physically see, but look with
the eyes of faith and be assured that no matter
what befalls you in this life, God is using it for your
advantage!
How gracious, merciful, lovely, and wonderful!
What a privilege that we should partake of his love
and glory as sons and daughters of the King! Place
your trust in King Jesus who will come again, but
in a most glorious way like unto no one ever before,
and who will make every knee bow and every
tongue confess that he is “King of Kings and Lord
of Lords” (Rev. 19:11-16)! What a reason to hope
and greatly rejoice!
Nate is a member of Trinity Protestant Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan and works as a
mechanical engineer at Sea-Lion Boats.

Derrick Span

Monday: Controversy in the Temple
If we were living at the same time as Jesus, and Jesus
spoke to our denomination right now, what do you
think he would say? It is valuable to ask how God
views us and our church right now. Believer, you
might hear of controversy in our denomination and
it may be challenging to know what to believe. You
might have hard questions about what is going on
and you must understand what to think in the context of the church’s history. What is the context? The
theme of the church has always been controversy.
More recently, when you look at the 1950s and the
conditional covenant, or the splitting from the CRC
because of common grace, you will find one thing
8
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in common: controversy. As we see in our examination of passion week, you will see that controversy is
natural for the church.
Jesus was no stranger to controversy. He was not
what the world would call likeable or nice. He was
impolite, called the world horrible names and if the
world had their way, they would end his life sooner
rather than later. How dare he preach such harsh
words and point out their sins! That is not to say he
was not peaceable, but he had an unalterable message of judgment for the wolves.
No, Jesus did not beat around the bush: the truth
of his Father was paramount. He went to great

length to expose the hypocrisy of the Pharisees. In
Matthew 23 he spends an entire chapter pronouncing woes upon them, calling them serpents and generations of vipers that cannot escape the damnation
of hell (33)! Such are strong words for those that
seem good by outward appearances. Jesus’s words
intentionally stirred up fighting amongst the wolves.
No, Jesus was no stranger to controversy. In
the last week of his life, as the people wondered
if this Jesus was their deliverer from the Romans,
Jesus entered Jerusalem and showed them just how
far from that kind of saviour he was. He came to
Jerusalem, knowing full well the spiritual cesspool
that it had become. Ah yes, the temple was found
there; and yes, the people welcomed him back with
palm branches, smiling faces and open arms, but
living at the dead center of the temple was counterfeit spirituality. “Where is the lie? Where is the
error? Not in my synagogue!” the Pharisee and
scribe might have spoken. “We be Abraham’s seed”
(John 8:33)! Yet the sinful bondage of their heart
was plain.
Jesus did not need to search for the error. It did
not hide, for at the core of the church, was a departure from the truth; and the priests, the teachers who
brought the truth from Sabbath to Sabbath were not
out fighting the error: they were teaching it. The
error was not in hiding as errors often are; it was in
the bleating of goats and the cooing of doves. It came
in the form of the buying and selling of wares and
the excrements that were scattered across the temple
floor. Jesus did not need to hear men preaching lies,
although that was there too. The evidence of false
doctrine was plain in the thievery and robbery and
crying of wares where there ought to be peaceful
prayers (Matt. 21:13).
When we examine the text, we might wonder
whether Jesus could have been more tactful or less
controversial than by taking a scourge and driving out those that made the temple into a place of
spiritual unrest. But he had no patience for church
leaders who should have known the scriptures. They
may have professed to know the Word of God, yet in
action, they professed their ignorance.
The Pharisees, in particular, were legalists, perfectionists, who obeyed the letter, but not the spirit
of the law. Valuing the praise of men above all, they
used their self-righteous example of obedience, not
in thankfulness to show how thankful they were
for grace, but to bolster their social status, believing that their obedience earned for them quite the
reward in heaven (Luke 18:9-14). They emphasized

their activity in place of God’s unmerited grace.
With such men, Jesus would have no part.
Why did Jesus forsake them and throw them out
of the temple? It should hardly be a question in our
minds. We should hardly question why Jesus was
not more patient with the scribes and Pharisees: they
despised grace and replaced it with filthy, corrupt
self-righteousness. Obedience to the law they called
it. Obey the law and thou shalt be saved and thy
house was their motto! Yet in action, they forsook
the politically incorrect truth of Jesus, calling his
confession that he is the I am that I am blasphemy
and worthy of death (Mark 14:61-64). They, the
most righteous men, the teachers in the church,
desired the death of the truth.
Yes, Jesus was a man of controversy. He stands at
the center of controversies that surround the church
saying, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6). To some, that statement is abominable and
controversial, yet to the people of God, it is a peace
that surpasses all understanding, the peacefulness
that though a storm rages they find rest. They rest!
How? They rest not in how many good works they
have done, in how many tithes and offerings they
bring, but solely in the knowledge that salvation is
God’s gracious gift.
Our gracious God throws out the self-righteousness that lives within our flesh and fills within it a
newness that we might not say, “this must I do to be
saved,” as the self-righteous Pharisees do, but with
thanksgiving say what a privilege it is to be saved
confessing, “I thank Thee that I may thank Thee!”
With that confession, we understand passion week,
knowing that as Jesus cleansed the temple in the
last week of his life, so God will keep purifying the
church, protecting her from all that would seek to
harm. May that comfort you and me.
Derrick is a teacher at Heritage Christian School and
attends Crete Protestant Reformed Church in Crete,
Illinois.
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Malachi Windemuller

Wednesday: Startling Events
“He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed” (Isa. 53:5). Our sin is the reason why Christ
had to endure God’s wrath on this earth and ultimately by the curse symbolized in crucifixion. It
was for our wretched sins that he died. We violently
violate God’s being every day countless times. This
ought to prick each and every one of our hearts.
Christ lived a perfect and sinless life without blemish. Why was he the one to die when he did nothing
wrong?
Although the events of Jesus’ last week are
recorded in the Bible, there is no clear distinction
between Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. For
this reason, I will be focusing on the aspect of the
plot of the Jews and of Judas Iscariot to kill Jesus. I
will mainly be using parts of Matthew 26, Mark 14,
and Luke 22.
The chief priests and the scribes had been plotting to put Jesus to death. These men wanted to kill
Jesus out of self-motivation because they were disappointed that he was taking away their followers.
They did so at Caiaphas’ palace. Caiaphas was the
high priest at the time that Christ had started his
ministry here on this earth. These men wanted “to
take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him” (Matt. 26:4).
They realized that it would be a poor decision to
do this act during the Passover feast because they
knew that would cause an uproar among the Jews
that had flooded Jerusalem to observe the Passover.
This is important to note because all three narratives
include this. Luke says that they feared the people.
Matthew and Mark both record, “Not on the feast
day, lest there be an uproar among the people.”
Now their only problem was they had to find a way
to snatch Jesus in secrecy.
Judas Iscariot was the answer they were searching for. Luke 22:3 says that Satan entered into Judas’
heart. This shows Judas’ mindset from an interesting angle. It clearly portrays how truly wicked his
mind was becoming. Somewhere along the way,
Judas Iscariot heard what the chief priests and captains were conspiring, and what they wanted to do
to Jesus, and he wanted to help.
10
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It is interesting to note that in each passage where
this is recorded, Judas is spoken of as “one of the
twelve.” This was certainly the chief priests’ and
captains’ open and clear path to seize Jesus secretly.
Judas demanded a price though. He understood how
good an asset he was in the plot. He wanted thirty
pieces of silver in exchange for him betraying Jesus
unto them. This number is significant because back
in that day in time, that was the price one would pay
to own a slave, which shows just how much Judas
thought of Jesus.
Now the conspirators had Judas as a co-conspirator working alongside them.
Judas’ motive for wanting Jesus killed was also
self-motivated. He was disappointed that Jesus did
not want an earthly kingdom. He wanted to be in
one of the higher ranks of that kingdom. They all
understood that if they were going to follow through
with their plan it was going to have to be in secret.
Jesus understood that this was a key aspect also. In
Matt. 26:2, Jesus states to his disciples, “Ye know
that after two days is the feast of the passover, and
the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.” Jesus
saying this shows that he understands that if he is
going to be killed, it is going to have to be one of
his closest followers that is going to help turn him
in. Otherwise, the plan will not work because it will
not be done in secret away from the people.
As young people of the PRCA, we can especially
see the importance of this passage. We may be
focused on sports, getting good grades, figuring out
which college to attend, the list goes on. These are
all good things to yearn for and to look forward to,
but we must remember that giving glory to God and
loving him go hand in hand with these. We must
always have him in the forefront of our minds and
be constantly giving him glory, not ourselves. We
do not accomplish anything without him being right
there guiding us. We may call ourselves Christians
because we go to church twice each Sunday or
because we attend a Christian high school, but are
we truly living for Christ and giving him the glory?
We must be careful to not betray Jesus and give in
to sinful lusts of our old man by thinking we deserve
the glory.

Our sins are the reason for which Christ died.
This is heart wrenching but true. God’s wrath was
poured on Christ in order that we may be saved.
God used wicked men to physically kill Jesus out
of their own selfish motives. God did this without
giving them the knowledge that they carried out his
will to save his elect children. For this we must be
forever thankful.

1 Corinthians 4:7: “For who maketh thee to differ
from another? and what hast thou that thou didst
not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost
thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?”
Malachi is currently a senior attending Covenant
Christian High School looking forward to attending
Western Michigan University in the fall 2021.

Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma

Thursday: Intense suffering
Jerusalem was filled with activity. Devout Jews from
all over the “world” had converged on the city to celebrate the most important of three annual festivals
on the Jewish calendar, the feast of unleavened bread
with its Passover feast. It was the day of Passover.
The vendors in the markets were busy selling lambs
for the evening feast. Wives and mothers were preparing the slain lamb and baking unleavened bread
for the occasion. Others were seeking out quarters
large enough to accommodate a large gathering.
This was an important feast. It was meant to remind
the people of Israel of the great deliverance from the
land of Egypt and the night during which the angel
of death passed over the houses whose doorposts
were smeared with the blood of the lamb.
That morning Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare
the Passover feast for him and his twelve disciples.
By evening they were gathered in a large room in
the upstairs of a house. The table had been set, the
food prepared, and thirteen couches (they didn’t use
chairs) were placed around the tables. What was
otherwise a festive occasion was not so for Jesus and
his followers. The Jewish Sanhedrin was threatening
his life, the people who at the beginning of the week
enthusiastically supported him had deserted him,
and Jesus himself was filled with sorrow.
Three events took place during this last supper.
First, Jesus took a bowl of water and a towel, then
proceeded to wash his disciple’s feet. To this Peter
had vehemently objected until which time Christ
pointed out to him the significance of this action. It
symbolized our need to be cleansed in the blood of
Jesus Christ in order to have a part in the kingdom
of God. By means of it Jesus also left us an example
that we as God’s children must be willing to wash

the feet of our fellow saints.
The second event that took place at this last
Passover feast was the dismissal of the traitor, Judas
Iscariot. Jesus announced, “Verily, verily I say unto
you, that one of you shall betray me.” The disciples
looked around at each other while some posed the
question, “Lord, is it I?” Finally, at the beckoning
of Peter, John leaned over and asked Jesus who was
the betrayer. Jesus answered that it would be he with
whom he shared the sop (unleavened bread dipped
in a bowl of bitter herbs). He gave the sop to Judas
with the words, “What you do, do quickly.” Judas
left and immediately went to the chief priests to
inform them that Jesus knew of their plot to kill him
and that they should act now. Judas knew exactly
where to lead the men who would eventually take
Jesus captive.
The third event of this last Passover feast is the
institution of the Lord’s Supper, a sacrament the
church of Christ still celebrates today. As the disciples
were yet eating Jesus blessed the bread, broke it, and
then distributed it to his disciples. “Eat this bread in
remembrance of me.” What is the church called to
remember? That as the bread is broken before us so
also was Christ’s body broken on the cross to save
us from sin. Christ then took the cup, gave thanks
and again distributed it to them. “Drink this wine in
remembrance of me.” The church of Christ is called
to remember that as the wine is poured out before
us, so also was Christ’s blood shed on the cross to
make us righteous before God.
Words of instruction were given before leaving
that upper room. Peter was also informed that before
the night was over and the rooster crowed twice,
Peter would betray Jesus three times. Together that
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band of disciples sang a Psalm and left the room
for the Garden of Gethsemane. On the slow walk to
the Mt. of Olives Jesus continued instructing his disciples concerning the Comforter, that is, the Spirit
that he would send after his death. Having reached
the garden he prayed what is recorded in John 17,
told eight of his disciples to wait for him at the edge
of the garden, then took Peter, James and John with
him.
The Bible records for us the intense suffering of
Jesus in the garden as he faced the cup he had to
drink, that is, his suffering under the eternal wrath
of God against our sin on the cross. Luke informs
us that his sweat at this time was as great drops
of blood, so intense was Christ’s suffering! Three
times he asked God that if there was another way
to appease his divine wrath against our sin, then let
this cup pass from him. But he knew this was God’s
will for the salvation of his people. As the obedient
servant of Jehovah he prayed that God’s will be done.
Bearing the burden of what was to take place on the
next day he left the garden only to be met there by a
band of ruffians sent by the Sanhedrin to take him
captive. At the head of the band stood Judas who
betrayed Jesus with a kiss. Then Jesus displayed
his divine power by causing this entire band of soldiers to fall backward—not stumble forward, mind
you—but to fall on their backs. This reveals that he
could very easily have avoided his death, but instead
he now willingly gave himself to these men, who, in
turn, took him captive to the house of Caiaphas to
put him on “trial” before the Sanhedrin.
Was this trial late on Thursday night yet, or was
it now the wee hours of Friday morning? It is hard to
say. But the mock trial of Jesus took place in secret
in the middle of the night. Peter and John followed
this band of soldiers from afar then slipped through
the gate in order to mingle among the soldiers in the

courtyard. The men of the Sanhedrin were wakened
from sleep and called to gather in another room of
Caiaphas’ house, while Jesus waited in a room with
Annas. It was then that the “melancholy” fall of
Peter began. A maiden approached him to accuse
him of being one of Jesus’ disciples. Peter strongly
denied. A little later another accused him. Peter
again vehemently denied it. But word was spreading through the soldiers gathered and finally in front
of them all Peter was accused a third time and he
denied this time with cursing and swearing. At that
very moment Jesus was taken from the room where
he was waiting to the room where the elders of the
people now gathered. The rooster began to crow. At
the same time Jesus looked into the eyes of Peter.
Peter now knew what he had done. Leaving the
courtyard he wept bitterly in sorrow and grief over
his sin.
Jesus himself now sat in the midst of the
Sanhedrin. The chief priest, Caiaphas attempted in
every way to make Jesus out to be a guilty insurrectionist. Caiaphas even brought false witnesses to
testify against Jesus, but their testimony was faulty.
Finally, Caiaphas placed Jesus under oath: “Tell us
whether you are the Christ, the Son of God?” Jesus’
reply: “You said it.” Caiaphas sanctimoniously rent
his mantle and charged Jesus with blasphemy. He
called for the verdict. The elders agreed, “He is
guilty of death.”
“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it
were our faces from him” (Isa. 53:3).
It was night.
Rev. Wilbur Bruinsma is the pastor for Pittsburgh
Protestant Reformed Church in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.

Rev. Matt De Boer

Friday: good friday
Have you ever been in a situation where you knew
that you would suffer greatly at the end of the week?
That is hard. The coming suffering weighs on you.
Now, think of Jesus. He suffered each day of the
12

BEACON LIGHTS APRIL, 2021

Passion Week, but he knew that his suffering would
be intensified on Friday. On Friday, he would experience greater discomfort and pain than ever before,
all under the fullness of God’s wrath. He knew this

suffering was coming, but he chose to go through it
for us his people. As you read about that suffering
now, thank him.
Before we consider further what Jesus went
through on Friday, remember who he is. He is the
Son of God come in the flesh. As the Son of God,
he is the Almighty owner and ruler of all things, he
is perfectly holy and righteous, and worthy of all
praise.
The Son of God come in the flesh suffered rejection, physical pain, discomfort, and mockery during
the trials he faced in the early part of Friday. Soon
after midnight, he was tried before the Sanhedrin.
When he said that he was the Christ, they cried,
“Blasphemy! Guilty of death!” Imagine telling the
truth, and everyone saying you lied. The members of
the Sanhedrin then spit in his face, slapped him, and
brought him to the Roman governor Pontius Pilate
seeking approval to kill him. Pilate found no fault in
Jesus, but when Pilate tried to release him the Jews
shouted, “Crucify him!” Fearing those Jews, Pilate
condemned Jesus to death, showing that it was not
only the Jews that were against Jesus, but the whole
world. Next, Pilate took a whip, which was likely a
leather cord with sharp pieces of bone or lead balls
tied to the end, and lashed Jesus’ bare back.
After the trials, Pilate handed Jesus over to the
Roman soldiers who inflicted more suffering. They
took Jesus into a common hall outside the governor’s room where they stripped him, clothed him
with a scarlet robe, placed a crown of thorns on his
head and a reed in his hand, and mockingly bowed,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews.” They spit on him
and used the reed to strike his head.
The soldiers then led Jesus to Golgotha, a hill just
outside Jerusalem, to hang him on the cross. Jesus
watched the soldiers put that cross together, knowing that he was going to hang there. He had nails
pounded through his hands and feet, his garments
taken, and he was placed on the cross naked for
all to see his shame. His scraped up, bloody back
burned as it lay against the rough wood. His body
weight put immense pressure on his heart and lungs
so that it was hard to breathe. People walked past
shaking their heads at him, and Jesus heard them
mock, saying, “he saved others; himself he cannot
save.” He experienced the agony of the cross for
about six hours, and then died. His body was taken
down, and he was buried, showing to us many years
later that he really went through the violent ripping
apart of body and soul.
What made all of this even worse is that he was

suffering it all under God’s wrath. God’s wrath is
his holy anger against sin. Jesus was under God’s
wrath not because he was a sinner, but because he
had the sins of believers legally upon himself. When
Jesus was mocked, beaten, and spit upon, this was
especially difficult because he was experiencing it
under God’s anger. He was “stricken, smitten of
God and afflicted” (Isa. 53:4). Jesus suffered under
God’s wrath for our sins his whole life long, but this
intensified at the cross, especially during the three
hours of darkness when he experienced the fullness
of God’s anger for sin. God has an eternal anger
against each of our sins, and that eternal anger came
upon Jesus in its fullest intensity during the three
hours of darkness. Thus, he cried out during that
time, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” Really think of how awful this was for the
Son of God come in the flesh. He was formerly in
heaven, in the bosom of the Father. He came to this
earth and experienced the fullness of his Father’s
wrath for sin and felt far from him.
Why? He went through this suffering to pay for
our sins. 1 John 4:10 says, “Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins.” A propitiation is
a payment made for our sins that covers them. God
sent Christ so that he might make complete payment
for our sins. And Christ made that payment by suffering and dying under God’s anger for our transgressions. He drank the bitter cup of God’s wrath all
the way to the end, and then cried, “It is finished.”
He suffered on the cross to pay for our sins
and save us from God’s eternal wrath. Apart from
Christ, we are guilty sinners before God and under
his wrath now and forever in hell. Christ took upon
himself our iniquities and suffered under God’s
wrath for them so that we do not have to. Galatians
3:13 says that he was “made a curse for us”!
Jesus endured the cross to save us from wrath
and hell, and gain for us God’s favor and heaven. 1
Peter 3:18, “For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us
to God….” Christ paid for all our sins at the cross,
and his perfect righteousness is imputed to our legal
accounts. Without Christ, we would be guilty and
under God’s wrath. But, on the basis of Christ’s
work, we are righteous and under God’s favor. God
delights in us, blesses us, makes all things serve to
our good, and will take us to glory.
The truth of Jesus’ suffering at the cross is our
salvation and comfort. Think of suffering that you
have gone through in your life or that you are going
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through. In the midst of trials, we sometimes feel
far from God and wonder if his wrath against sin is
on us. But the truth of Jesus’ suffering at the cross
shows that we never suffer under God’s killing
wrath for sin. Christ suffered under God’s killing
wrath for sin, so we cannot and will not. Rather, on
the basis of Christ’s work, we are under God’s favor.
God brings us suffering only for our good. He sends

suffering so that we learn to depend upon him more,
learn to serve him more, and learn that this earth is
not our home. Thank God for Christ.
Rev. De Boer is the pastor of Edgerton Protestant
Reformed Church in Edgerton, Minnesota.

Rev. John Marcus

Sunday: The Empty Tomb—
Fear Not Ye…For He is Risen
“And the angel answered and said unto the women,
Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which
was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matt.
28:5–6).
Knowing that Jesus’ tomb was empty when the
women arrived on that first day of the week makes
all the difference in the world. If Jesus had remained
in the tomb, we would have every reason to fear
death and the judgment. Then we would be of all
men most miserable. But now Christ is risen from
the dead.
The Passion Week, that week of Jesus’ suffering, started with him riding a little donkey into
Jerusalem. In relation to this act of Jesus, the Gospel
of John combines various Old Testament prophecies
and says: “Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold thy
king cometh, sitting on an ass’s colt” (John 12:15).
This Jesus is your King who is entering his kingdom
as a humble servant. Therefore, stop being afraid,
you who are the daughter of Zion.
Jesus deliberately continued walking the way of a
humble servant even unto the cross. But, his humiliation unto death was the occasion for the disciples
wondering how he could be the promised Messiah?
Surely, the promised Christ could not be cut off
like that. Or, so they thought. Not surprisingly, as
Jesus’ body lay in the grave, apparently vanquished
by his foes, the disciples feared that everything they
believed about Jesus being the redeemer of Israel
had been false. The women making their way to the
tomb no doubt feared the same thing.
Before the women arrived, however, early in the
14
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morning on that first day of the week, the angel of
the Lord came and rolled the stone from the tomb’s
entrance. When the guards saw the angel, they trembled and fainted, becoming as dead men. Eventually,
they ran off in a panic unwilling to confront the
truth of Jesus’ resurrection. The fact that they were
willing to take bribes and lie about what happened
at the tomb, shows their wicked unbelief. Those
guards had every reason to fear the presence of this
holy messenger sent by the God of heaven and earth.
When the women arrived with spices for Jesus’
dead body, they fully expected to find him in the
tomb. Instead, they came upon the shining angel of
the Lord, who had rolled the stone from the door
and was sitting on it. Like the guards, these women
also feared the presence of this holy messenger of
God. They feared because they knew that they
were creatures of the dust and sinners before God.
They were full of anxiety and grief and confusion
not having understood Jesus’ words concerning his
resurrection.
To these fearful women the angel says, “Fear
not!” Stop being afraid! Why must they not fear?
Because Jesus was not in the tomb: “He is not here:
He is risen, as he said.” Exactly “as he said” when
he was back in Galilee, so it had come to pass. How
often are we like these women forgetting the words
of God and allowing ourselves to be fearful.
As the women remembered Jesus’ words, the
angel invited them “Come, see the place where the
Lord lay.” There were the grave clothes lying; but no
body. Jesus’ glorified resurrected body had evidently
gone through the clothes and left them in the very
place his body had been.

The message to the women in light of Jesus’
glorious resurrection and the message to us today
remains, “Fear not!”
If Jesus had not risen from the dead, those women
and all of us today would have great reason to fear.
Why should we be in fear if that were the case? God’s
wrath against our sins. If Jesus had remained in the
tomb, there would be no such thing as a resurrection. If Jesus’ body remained in the tomb, it would
be a sure sign that he was guilty before God and
still worthy of the curse of God that leads to eternal
death. If Jesus’ body remained in the tomb, it would
prove that the punishment for our sins had not been
paid. If Jesus’ body remained in the tomb, we would
still be under God’s cursing wrath.
But, praise be to God, Jesus is risen from the dead.
Do you fear the wrath of the righteous and holy
God? Fear not! Jesus is risen. His resurrection proves
our sins have been completely paid for.
Do you fear that sin and temptations will get the
better of you? Do you fear that your corrupt nature
will sink you spiritually? Fear not! Jesus is risen
and we have been raised with him through faith.
Though we sin daily, God will never take his Spirit

from us. None can snatch us from the hand of our
Savior who loves us with an everlasting love.
Do you fear disease and frailty that will take you
to the grave? Fear not! Death itself is no longer a
punishment for sin. Instead, it is but a passage into
the glories of heaven where Christ sits at God’s right
hand.
Do you fear the grave and what lies on the other
side? Fear not! Jesus went into the grave and came
out the other side with his glorified body. His resurrection is the sure pledge that God will raise up our
bodies from the grave and bring us into glory with
Christ.
Fear not! Knowing Jesus’ resurrection makes
all the difference in the world as we make our way
through this valley of tears. Jesus has taken his
exalted place in his kingdom after his humiliation
on the cross and in the grave. Fear not daughter
of Zion! God has given us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Rev. Marcus was recently pastor of First Protestant
Reformed Church in Edmonton, Canada

Devotional Abby Van Solkema
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“press toward the mark…”
(Philippians 3:14)

Passion Week: Sin, Suffering, and Grace
The term “Passion Week” is used to refer to the last
week of Jesus’ three-and-a-half-year earthly ministry.
It was not only the culmination of his work on this
earth, but the very purpose for which he was born.
The week begins with Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday and ends with the resurrection and
appearances of Jesus on Easter Sunday. But do you
remember everything that happened in between?
When we think about the last week of Jesus’ life
on this earth it is all too easy to skim over Sunday
through Thursday and fixate on the main events of
the weekend—the cross and the empty tomb. But
there are important truths for the believer to learn

and be reminded of when reading about all the days
of the week preceding Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Easter Sunday could not have happened without the
divinely orchestrated series of events that led up to
it, not only during Passion Week, but in Jesus’ entire
earthly existence and even in the lives of his human
ancestors. We also cannot fully appreciate the joy of
Easter without first understanding the sorrow and
suffering of Jesus’ life on this earth. This suffering
came to a climax during the last days of his life.
The reading plan for this month should assist you
in doing this by leading you through the events of
the last week of Jesus’ life as recorded in the four
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gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Holy
Spirit divinely inspired these four human authors
to each write accounts of the same events in their
own unique voice. Since these men were all writing from diverse perspectives and backgrounds and
had a different audience in mind, they each emphasize various aspects of Jesus’ person and character.
Matthew was writing specifically to Jewish believers, so he highlights how Jesus, as a descendent
of Abraham, is the Messiah that was promised in
the Old Testament. On the other hand, Mark was
writing with the Gentile Christians from Rome in
mind. He focuses on the suffering and sacrifice of
Jesus as the obedient Servant of God to teach and
encourage these believers who were facing intense
persecution. Luke was writing to Theophilus and
other established Christians and states his purpose
as, “That thou mightest know the certainty of those
things, wherein thou hast been instructed” (1:4).
John emphasized the deity of Jesus as he was writing
to the early church “that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
you may have life in his name” (20:31). These four
accounts work together to provide a multi-faceted
picture of the life, teaching, death and resurrection
of Jesus. They are not four different gospels, but
four witnesses of the same gospel.
We learn from reading through the gospels that
Jesus spent the first three days of Passion Week
(Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday) teaching and ministering to the people. Notable events that occurred
during these days were Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem,
his cleansing of the temple and cursing of the fig
tree. He also taught and prophesied in the temple
and engaged in discussions with the Pharisees and
Sadducees. It is evident from the people’s response
to these events that most of them had a wrong
expectation of who Jesus was. They wanted Jesus to
be an earthly savior who took care of their physical
needs and established an earthly kingdom. When he
did not live up to their expectations, they rejected
him. To them, he was “a stone of stumbling and a
rock of offence” (1 Pet. 2:8). They were unwilling to
experience suffering on this earth to gain peace and
life for eternity. Being despised and rejected by his
people was only the beginning of Jesus’ suffering.
During the next two days of Passion Week
(Wednesday and Thursday) Jesus spent most of his
time with his disciples, teaching and preparing them
for what was about to happen. He ate the Passover
meal with them in the Upper Room, thereby instituting the Lord’s Supper, and then went to the Garden
16
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of Gethsemane to pray. It was also during this time
that the Sanhedrin finalized their plot to kill Jesus,
facilitated by one of Jesus’ own disciples, Judas
Iscariot. We can see from their conversations during
this time and their abandonment of their Master in
his most critical hour that even Jesus’ most faithful disciples struggled to understand what kind of
Savior he truly was.
It is easy to be judgmental of those who lived while
Jesus was on earth. How could they not believe?
They were in the physical presence of Jesus! They
saw the miracles and heard his teaching firsthand!
But do you recognize your own sin in the unbelief
and rejection of the people, the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees and Sadducees, the betrayal of Judas, and
the denial of Peter? This sin is the condition of our
hearts by nature and the reason that Jesus had to
suffer and die on the cross. I cannot help but think
of how the hymn “How Deep the Father’s Love for
Us” by Stuart Townsend profoundly expresses this
idea,
“Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders;
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished.
His dying breath has brought me life—
I know that it is finished”.
We must recognize the full extent of our sin to see
our desperate need for a Savior and humbly come to
God. But as those who are dead in sin (Eph 2:1), we
are by nature unaware of our sinful state. It is only
by God’s gracious work in our hearts that we can
come to this awareness. Though we find in ourselves
nothing but sin and death, in Christ we find grace
and mercy, forgiveness and everlasting life.
On Friday of Passion Week, the day of his trial
and crucifixion, Jesus experienced the full realization of suffering required to pay for the sins of his
people. The suffering of Jesus shows us the seriousness and cost of our sin and the fate that we truly
deserve because of it. Jesus’ human nature allowed
him to fully experience the excruciating physical pain that he faced during his torture from the
soldiers and crucifixion. But while we can begin to
imagine the physical pain, we cannot even fathom
the weight of the divine wrath that Jesus carried on
the cross. No mere man could have endured such an
experience—only the Son of God. Jesus did not just
feel forsaken, he was forsaken by his people, his disciples and by God. He descended into hell and bore

the full consequences of the curse that we deserved
for our sin in a few short hours on the cross.
Yet the sobering reality of our sin and Jesus’ suffering does not leave the believer in despair. It is a
powerful expression of the unspeakable love that
God has for his people. He sent his only, beloved
Son to suffer for us and take away the guilt and penalty of the sin that we committed and continue to
commit. Therefore, we rejoice in the suffering and
death of our Savior. By his wounds we are healed!
We no longer need to fear eternal punishment for our
sins or even our own death, because Jesus has conquered it all. He did not just die but rose again. The
joy of Easter Sunday leads us to praise and magnify
his name as only one who has been redeemed can
do. It is a foretaste of the divine glory that awaits
us in heaven. It gives us hope in the midst of our
own trials as we share in the suffering of Jesus in a
very small way. Meditating on the events of Passion
Week leads the believer to increased confidence and
reliance, not in ourselves, but in God and his promises. And just as the women who found the empty
tomb on Easter morning, we must run to proclaim
the good news to others. He is risen!

April 19

Passion Week Reading Plan

April 30

Read Mark 14:43–72

Jesus Teaches the People
(Sunday, Monday, Tuesday)
April 8
Read Matthew 21

May 1

Read Mark 15

May 2

Read Luke 22:47–71

May 3

Read Luke 23

May 4

Read John 18

May 5

Read John 19

April 9

Read Matthew 22

April 10

Read Matthew 23

April 11

Read Matthew 24

April 12

Read Matthew 25

April 13

Read Mark 11

April 14

Read Mark 12

April 15

Read Mark 13

April 16

Read Luke 19:28–48

April 17

Read Luke 20

April 18

Read Luke 21

Sing or pray
Psalter #14
Sing or pray
Psalter #394
Sing or pray
Psalter #109
Sing or pray
Psalter #218
Sing or pray
Psalter #325
Sing or pray
Psalter #15
Sing or pray
Psalter #111
Sing or pray
Psalter #219

Read John 12:12–50

Sing or pray
Psalter #243

Jesus Ministers to His Disciples
(Wednesday, Thursday)
April 20 Read Matthew 26:1–46 Sing or pray
Psalter #395
April 21 Read Mark 14:1–42
Sing or pray
Psalter #51
April 22 Read Luke 22:1–46
Sing or pray
Psalter #396
April 23 Read John 13
Sing or pray
Psalter #222
April 24 Read John 14
Sing or pray
Psalter #403
April 25 Read John 15
Sing or pray
Psalter #232
April 26 Read John 16
Sing or pray
Psalter #392
April 27 Read John 17
Sing or pray
Psalter #402
Jesus Submits to Suffering (Friday)
April 28 Read Matthew
26:47–75
April 29 Read Matthew 27

Sing or pray
Psalter #47
Sing or pray
Psalter #92
Sing or pray
Psalter #108
Sing or pray
Psalter #113
Sing or pray
Psalter #149
Sing or pray
Psalter #272
Sing or pray
Psalter #300
Sing or pray
Psalter #434

Jesus is Risen (Sunday)
May 6
Read Matthew 28:1–10; Sing or pray
Psalter #28
Mark 16:1–11; John
20:1–23
May 7
Read Luke 24:1–43
Sing or pray
Psalter #29

Sing or pray
Psalter #391
Sing or pray
Psalter #48
Sing or pray
Psalter #112
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Poem Thelma Westra

the fruit of the spirit
The Spirit of Christ which is working in me
Is known by the fruit which my neighbor can see.
Does he see in me LOVE? Not of self but of others—
Do I show forth true JOY to my sisters and brothers?
Is there evident PEACE in the way that God leads?
Is LONGSUFFERING shown when a neighbor has needs?
Am I GENTLE and GOOD in the midst of distress?
Does my FAITH e’er shine through in the midst of the press?
Am I MEEK, self-effacing, no pride showing through?
Am I TEMPERATE always, in all that I do?
I know that in these things I’ve just a beginning:
The “old man” within me beguiles me to sinning;
Yet I know that the works which my Savior’s begun
In me will continue till my race is run.
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Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

tulip
In the spring, we watch eagerly as the snow melts
and the flowers grow from the ground.
One of the earliest flowers to bloom in the spring is
the tulip. While we often associate tulips with the
Netherlands, they were originally from southern
Europe and Central Asia. The bulb was introduced
to western Europe in the late 1500s, especially
taking off in the Netherlands at that time. In the
early 1600s, the new Dutch Republic was at the
height of its power in trade around the globe, and
the tulip bulb became a highly prized item in what
was called “tulip mania.” The tulip mania was still
going on while the Synod of Dordt was being held
in 1618–1619.
Perhaps, due to the close connection between tulips,
the Netherlands, and the defense of Biblical truth at
the Synod of Dordt, we might think that the use of
the acronym TULIP came into use at that time.
TULIP describes the Five Points of Calvinism:
Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited
Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and Preservation (or
Perseverance) of the Saints. This is the truth found
in the Bible that became described and organized in
the creeds, especially in the Canons of Dordt.
However, the use of TULIP to teach and remember

the Five Points of Calvinism is more recent. It was
first used in a lecture in New Jersey in 1905, a lecture that was later referenced in a publication in
1913. The first use of TULIP in a doctrinal work
was in 1932 in the book The Reformed Doctrine of
Predestination by Loraine Boettner.
Using the acronym TULIP has become a way
that many of us learn and remember the essential
Reformed doctrines. When we see the tulips bloom
in the spring, we remember the glory of God in his
undeserved and sovereign salvation of his people.

Fill in the blanks:
T __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

U __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
L __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

I __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
P __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __
__ __

__ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __

Tricia is a member of Unity Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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Church News Melinda Bleyenberg

BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Holden Bernard, son of Mr. & Mrs. Cody & Suzie
Altena—Doon, IA
Charlotte Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Daniel &
Bridgette Huizing—Edmonton, CAN
Jakob Daniel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Kristin
Kleyn—First, MI
Jason Lee, son of Rev. & Mrs. Cory & Lael Griess—
First, MI
Lyncoln Renae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Justin & Hannah Van Dyke—Georgetown, MI
Evelyn Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jordan & Kara
Reitsma—Holland, MI
Giuliana Shae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Matt and Kalista De Vries—Kalamazoo, MI
Louise Renae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joel & Dana
DeJong—Loveland, CO
Frederick Robert, son of Mr. & Mrs. Brent & Kaitlyn
Hanko—Lynden, WA
Everett Jared, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matt & Kristin
Jabaay—Southwest, MI
Cooper Reid, son of Mr. & Mrs. Will & Mikal Kooiker—Trinity, MI

Noah Douglas, son of Mr. & Mrs. Todd & Denise
Griffioen—Trinity, MI
Boden Chad, son of Mr. & Mrs. Chad & Katie Mingerink—Unity, MI
Shaun Jason, adopted son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael &
Lisa DeBoer—Zion, MI
Emery Lee, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jon & Alyssa
Pastoor—Zion, MI
CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
was made by:
Vanessa Andringa—Crete, IL
Leah Tracey—Loveland, CO
Katie Kooiker—Randolph, WI
MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Jaycen Klamer and Miss Kendra Kamps—Loveland, CO
Mr. Jake Start and Miss Megan Hunderman—Unity,
MI

