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The Issue at Hand Doug Mingerink
“And the Lord God took the man, and put him
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it”
(Gen. 2:15).
Young people the Lord has called you to work.
This calling was expressed in the very creation of
man when God placed Adam in the garden and
gave him the command to dress it and keep it.
We live in a world today that is always striving to
fight against this mandate of God. The pursuit of
entertainment, vacations, and a fast retirement is
the single track focus of many in today’s culture.
For the child of God this is a temptation that we
must always strive to fight against. Our calling as
a believer is to be diligent the whole of our life to
the work that God has given us to do, whether
it be the simple task of making your bed in the
morning, helping a brother with homework, staying up late to study for that next exam, or putting
a long day in at that summer job.
As you look to begin that next chapter in your
life after school, deciding on what career path to
choose always remember that whatever task is
placed before you the calling from God remains
the same, to be busy in our work to the glory of
God’s name. “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.” (Colossians
3:23)

This issue features the first of what we hope will
be a long-standing rubric in the Beacon Lights,
Current Events, by Devin Hiemstra. In each issue
Devin will take a look at the events happening in
the world around us and how we are to identify
the times that we live in. “And when these things
begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up
your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”
(Luke 21: 28). Thank you Devin for taking on this
rubric, we look forward to reading it each month!
Finally, the editorial is a reprint from the
February 1957 issue of the Beacon Lights by then
editor, Rev. Jason Kortering. Rev. Kortering passed
away December 20 to be with his Lord after faithfully serving in the ministry for 60 years. He served
in six different congregations as well as ministeron-loan to Singapore before becoming emeritus in
2002. We publish this article in his memory giving
thanks to God for his faithful labors these many
years. “I have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith:” (II Timothy 4:7).

april Issue:
passion week
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Editorial Rev. Jason Kortering

speak lord, for thy
servant heareth
“Each succeeding generation, at thy
mighty word appears;
Thou dost count in times duration, one
day as a thousand years.
Death with swift and sudden warning,
calls us from life’s dream away.
Like the grass green in the morning,
withered ere the close of day.”
Such is the reality of human existence. Is it not
difficult to live at all times in the light of this reality? Especially we young people so easily forget
this theme. Hence it is good for us to contemplate
concerning the use of our short lives for God.
For what do you live? Perhaps you have a job
and every day you trudge the same path to work,
punch a clock, perform your task, and say, “good
deal, another day in, and a whole evening ahead.”
Maybe you go to work cheerfully and work diligently and are content with your work, but not
overly enthused, or are you the person who feels
that you have a vocation which you sincerely love
and you earnestly seek to develop yourself in that
particular field? Your goals are ever higher and
daily you apply yourself to your task and work
for promotion. We ask you, for what is all this
exertion of energy and consumption of time? Why
don’t you live as the whiskered hobo over by the
tracks?
Some of us may reply, “Everybody works, and
if you don’t work you are considered lazy.” Others
may say that you want to earn money, perhaps
for a new car, or that certain suit you saw in
the store window, or perhaps you want to save
money and get married or build up a reserve for
a “rainy day.” Many of the conveniences of our
4
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modern twentieth century living have their place
in our lives. Our daily labor has its place also, and
therefore since life is so short we must necessarily
clearly understand why we perform our daily task
in the manner in which we do.
If you should answer our proposed question in
any of the suggested ways, you had better think
again and investigate whether that basically is your
answer. We must as Christians, followers of our
Lord Jesus Christ, propose a unique and radically
different answer. We must feel within our hearts
that we are called of God to our specific job. You
may say, “Oh yes, that’s taken for granted,” but
is it? Have you prayed to God about your work
when you left the factory and entered the sales
profession, or when you left the one garage to
work in another. Did you ask God to lead you in
your decision? Not only does this hold true for the
changing of employment, but also for your present
job. Unless you can say that God has called you
to tighten the bolts, to sort the mail, to swing the
brush, to preach the Word, to teach the children,
to wash the dishes or to sell the product, you have
no business in doing the type of work you are now
doing.
There are many things to consider when we
select vocations, and our selection will not be
correct unless we go beyond our own limited
sight unto the all seeing and omniscient heavenly
father. He will help us to choose wisely and with
consecrated study of his word we will feel the
necessity of the consideration of our employer,
fellow employees, wages, and all that is involved
in employment when we seek a job, he will so
work within us that our eyes will be fixed on him
and our life will not be our own, but he will live

in us. We therefore must not consider the dollar
as the standard of our occupation, but we must
determine our specific job by higher eternal standards. You can far better work for less money and
work among fellow believers than enjoy higher
wages and be influenced, perhaps unknowingly,
by constant contact with wicked and profane men.
Greater blessing is to the man that puts less hours
in at work, but faithfully attends divine service
and society, and seeks to increase his knowledge
of his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, than the man
who works so many hours a week that he is too
tired to drag his legs into a church.
Not only are we to consider our job and vocation in the light of our calling of God, but also our
recreation. This is certainly an age when we work
less and get more done and have greater leisure
time, yet sad to say it often seems the most ignorant. Paradoxical? Yes, but we can very well overcome it. When Robert Maynard Hutshin heard of
T.V. he exclaimed, “The jig is up on learning.” Few
men actually hear the voices of a great teacher,
but his word can be read by all. Even Confucius,
pagan and vile, exclaimed, “Learning without
thought is labor lost, thought without learning is
perilous.” How much more should we as young
people, progeny of the heritage of a most certain
knowledge, read and study to understand what
and why we act and believe as we do. Certainly
our spare time will no longer remain spare, but
we will eagerly engage ourselves in developing
our minds and hearts to the glory of our God for
whom alone we live.
So often we hear the truth that the only things
of life which are of value are spiritual, and that
all of our life must be centered around the things
of the kingdom. Our purpose is to reiterate that
all things for the Christian are spiritual. Whether
at work or during recreation we are spiritual. We
never can separate a thing we do from our relation to God. This means that when we are with
our friends we conduct ourselves as children of
the King. Everywhere we go we must conduct
ourselves with the realization that Christ is beside
us. We cannot see him, but he is there and as his
children we want to be bearers of the light that is
in us. If Christ cannot go with us everywhere we
go, we had better question whether he goes with
us at all. He is the all seeing and all knowing one
and we are his children living to His glory here

below. For us who are the called according to his
purpose, may God ever impress upon our minds
that life is short and that we are to use our few
short moments to the glory of his name and the
well-being of his church.
Every day we read of the lives of young and old
snatched from them. Some suddenly while others
must endure pain for a long duration. All men
realize the inevitability of death. Throughout the
centuries, men have expressed their philosophy of
life. Shakespeare once wrote, “Tomorrow, tomorrow, and tomorrow, creeps in this petty pace from
day to day, till the last syllable of recorded time,
and all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way
to dusty death…life’s but a walking shadow, a
poor player that struts and frets his hour upon
the stage and then is heard no more.” Vain and
contemptible, we contrast it with a verse of the
song George S. Schuler wrote in memory of John
and Bety Stam, martyrs of the faith, “In life or
death,—and life is surely flying—the crib and
coffin carved from the self-same tree. In life or
death—and death so soon is coming—escape, I
cannot there’s no place to flee. But thou, Oh God,
hast life that is eternal, that life is mine, a gift from
thy dear son. Help me to feel its flush and pulse
supernal assurance of the morn when life is done.”
May we by God’s grace so live all of our life in the
expectation of the joy that awaits us, and may our
prayer be that whether in life or in death, for time
and for eternity, we are not our own but belong to
our faithful savior Jesus Christ. With his help we
shall do valiantly.

may Issue:
confession
of faith
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From the Pastor’s Study Rev. Rodney Kleyn

Now What do i do?
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth. … Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man” (Eccl. 12:1, 13).
As you near the end of high school or embark on
college, you are probably asking yourself, “What
do I do now?” How you answer that question in
your youth usually has a lifelong impact.
In this article I’d like to give some pointers or
guiding principles for you to keep in mind as you
make education and career decisions.
1. Remember God. Ecclesiastes 12:1 says,
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth.” The primary purpose of your existence
and your life is God and his glory, and every decision you make should be one in which you seek,
above all, to honor and glorify him. A career
choice is not first about you, what you want to
be or what you desire to attain or achieve. Be
spiritually-minded, remembering that “I…am
not my own, but belong unto my faithful Savior
Jesus Christ.” Remember the church by pursuing a
career that will not take you away from the church
and which will enable you to support the causes of
Christ. Think of your future role as a husband and
father or wife and mother (a career can enhance or
detract from these). Consider a career of lifetime
service to others—is there a need for teachers,
nurses, pastors, etc.? Whatever your career choice,
live in it as called by God to serve him in that
vocation.
2. Be a godly Christian. When it comes to God’s
will for us, the future is unknown, but his will for
us in the present is always clear. Godliness and
obedience in the present are far more important
than making the “right” choice for a future career.
As we walk in daily obedience, God will unfold
the path of our life for us. Consider Abraham,
who went out in obedience, not knowing where he
was going. Or think of Joseph, who knew already
in his youth—from a God-sent dream—that he
would rule over his brothers but could never have
imagined the way in which God would bring that
6
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about. Solomon’s conclusion regarding the purpose of life is this: “Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
There’s the most important thing: day by day to
fear God and keep his commandments.
3. Search the scriptures. The Christian’s decisions, character, and life must all be shaped by the
word of God. As we regularly read and study the
Bible, it will confront and challenge our motives,
our selfishness, our goals, and our work ethic.
For example, the scriptures are very clear that we
should not pursue a particular career path because
we want to become wealthy (see Prov. 23:4–5;
30:8–9; 1 Tim. 6:9–11). The word of God sets
before us clear biblical principles for stewardship,
for work, for finances, for generosity, and so much
more. Search these out, and let your decisions be
guided by these biblical principles.
4. Know yourself and your uniqueness. God
has made each one of us with unique gifts and
interests and with particular personalities and
capacities. It can be good to stretch ourselves and
to explore new areas of work and study, but at the
same time it is good for you to know your unique
interests and capacity. Oftentimes, especially with
all the opportunities that you have available, your
interests and gifts will help you to determine a
suitable career path. So pursue those interests. At
the same time, avoid being pressured by others
into a certain career path, and remember that,
even if you pursue something that interests you,
there is no such thing as a “dream job.”
5. Seek counsel of others. Difficult decisions
are best made with the input of others, especially
of those who have been where you are. The best
advice and input for young people doesn’t usually
come from peers (think of Rehoboam and the
foolish advice he received from his young peers).
Seek Christian counsel from your parents, your
pastor, or someone in education or the field of
employment that interests you. Most older members of the church would love to guide you in pursuing a career path. College counselors can also

be very helpful in choosing a path of study and a
career that matches your interests and academic
strengths. They will point you to programs that
had never even crossed your mind. Set down the
pros and cons of the paths before you, talk about
these with advisors, and evaluate your goals spiritually and prayerfully.
6. Avoid overthinking it. As stressful as it might
be to make a decision on what to do beyond high
school, don’t turn this into the biggest decision
of your life. Unless you choose to do something
immoral, the decision usually isn’t a wrong one.
You mustn’t get the idea that there is only one
possible career path for you to follow, and that if
you do anything else you will be walking outside
of the will of God. If it were that important, then
God would speak directly from heaven to tell you
what to pursue, but he doesn’t. Remember also
that the Christian is not defined by his/her career
or achievements but by who he is in Jesus Christ.
Here, our thinking is antithetical to what our culture tells us.
7. Just do something. Don’t allow indecision to
become an excuse for laziness. As young people
in the 21st century, you have more opportunities
than any generation that has preceded you, and
maybe that’s what makes a career decision so
difficult. Rather than sitting around and waiting
for an answer to this big question, do something!
Get a full-time job, even if it’s in an area that
you don’t see as long term. Alternatively, go to

college, pick a major, and pursue it to its completion. Stewardship requires that we use time, talents, resources, and opportunities in a productive
way that glorifies God. As you do this, be open
to change. As a young lady graduating from high
school, you may want more than anything else to
marry and become a mother—a healthy and biblical desire—but meanwhile, do something. In his
time and by his providence, God will show you his
will in this regard, and he can bring these changes
into your life quite suddenly. Meanwhile, be content, thankful, and diligent in daily living.
8. Be patient and prayerful. Prayer and patience
go together. James says that if we lack wisdom, we
should ask for it from God (James 1:5). Be prayerful as you go forward, asking especially that God
will give you wisdom, that is, the ability to use
the gifts and opportunities he gives you in a way
that best serves his glory. God will not usually
answer your prayers with a clear mandate regarding a career, but he will graciously guide you by
his word to make decisions motivated by a love
for him and a desire for his glory. And be patient.
A most important verse for me in my youth was
Psalm 27:14: “Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I
say, on the Lord.”
Rev. Rodney Kleyn is pastor of Covenant of
Grace Protestant Reformed Church in Spokane,
Washington.

From the Pastor’s Study Rev. Jonathan Langerak

caring for your employer
“Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit
thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be
honoured” (Prov. 27:18).

the point of view of stewardship. Not, as we might
expect, our employer’s stewardship of us. But our
stewardship of our employer!

Proverbs 27:18 reveals the wisdom of God in Jesus
Christ with regard to our relationships to our
employers. The wisdom of God is infinitely deeper
than our own, and this text is evidence of that.
It flips the servant-master (or employee-employer)
relationship on its head to help us see this important relationship in our lives as young people from

The metaphor
Our text compares the master/employer to the
fig tree: “whoso keepeth the fig tree…he that waiteth on his master.” The fig tree was cultivated all
over Palestine in Bible times. Its fruit formed part
of the “daily bread” of God’s people. The fig tree
usually yielded two crops every year: an earlier one
BEACON LIGHTS FEBRUARY, 2021
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(about June) and a later crop (around August). The
first tiny figs heralded the arrival of spring (Song
of Sol. 2:12, 13). Those that remained on the tree
ripened into the first crop of figs in June and was
called the “first-ripe” figs (Jer. 24:2; Hos. 9:10,
Nah. 3:12). Even when figs were not in season,
dried figs remained a staple of Israel’s diet (1 Sam.
25:18; 30:12).
The word “master” refers to one who has
authority and power over others. It literally means
“lord or ruler”: one who is the owner or master
of servants or slaves. He (or she) is in a place of
authority over them: he has the right to control
their movements and actions. He also has might
over them: he can use force to compel them to
follow his will. Today, our society as a whole
resents this idea that there are those with “power”
over another. This resentment in the workplace
fuels the organization of labor unions which
oppose the authority of the boss. This hostility in
society toward power is seen in the organization
of mobs which burn buildings, loot stores, and
resist officers of the law.
The question is: what is the comparison between
a fig tree and a master or employer?
The answer is: both the fig tree and the master
are means God gives his people to support the
life of those who depend on them. Those who
employ are given by God as means to provide
the livelihood of his people in this world. The
employer provides you with work to do, for which
you are paid money. With that money from your
employer, you can purchase your daily bread, “all
things necessary for the body,” and support the
cause of the gospel in your church (by giving to
the general fund) and the causes of God’s kingdom more broadly (Christian education, missions,
etc.). God created the heavens and the earth and
all things; the earth is his and the fullness thereof.
He gives to all life and breath and all things. But
God is pleased to impart his gifts through means.
He does not drop our daily bread into our laps; he
is pleased to provide it for us through the means
of livelihoods supplied by employers in the way of
our diligent labor.
The meaning
The text says that he that “keepeth the fig tree
shall eat the fruit thereof: so he that waiteth on
his master shall be honoured.” The word “keep”
8
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literally means “to watch closely, to guard.” The
word “guard” implies threats! The fig tree needed
to be guarded against threats to it from weather,
disease, insects, or enemies who would deliberately
cut it down to deprive the farmer of the food it
provided. Positively, the farmer needed to nourish
the fig tree. Years of careful attention and cultivation were required. In his parable of the barren
fig tree (Luke 13:6–9), Jesus hints at the extent of
labor required. All this guarding and nourishing
required intensive and time-consuming labor: lots
of hours outdoors in all kinds of weather; lots of
sweat; even blood, perhaps, as he defended his fig
tree from human attackers.
So, says the text, Christian employees wait on
their master. “Wait on” is the same word used to
describe the calling God gave Adam and Eve “to
dress…and to keep” the garden of Eden (Gen. 2:15).
It means to watch in order to protect from danger
and help to flourish. The text therefore describes
the employee as the caretaker, the steward of his
employer. Young people, is this how you see your
relationship and calling toward your employer? As
a steward? As a caretaker? As a guardian?
Now, how practically do we “wait on” our
master? Negatively, by guarding our employer
against threats and dangers. We ward off criticism
of the boss and prevent it as much as we can. We
don’t condemn or join in condemning our boss
rashly or unheard. Positively, we promote as much
as we are able the honor and good character of
our boss. We nourish our master with kind words
and actions, first of all in our prayers. Do you
pray for your boss? Further, we use our personal
contact to nourish him with kindness, encouragement, and courtesy. We give our boss an honest
day’s work: we show up, clock in on time, and
don’t take extra break time on the clock. Like the
farmer toiling on behalf of his fig tree, we put in
the time, effort, and hard work required by our
employer. We’re not surfing the web when we’re
supposed to be making a spreadsheet. We don’t
cut corners in ways that will affect the quality of
the product we’re making or service we’re providing and thus reflect badly on our employer. In one
word, we love our employer. That which we love,
we will keep/wait on! The fig tree farmer, in a
certain sense, could be said to love his tree. Out
of that love, he bestows tender care on it. If a man
can be said to love a dumb tree, how much more

are we called to love the person of our employer?
“Love thy neighbour as thyself.”
If we truly reflect on our behavior toward our
employer, we have to say that we are miserable
keepers. We’re more like the enemies who want
to cut the fig tree down than the care-takers who
protect and nourish it. This means that every day
when we get home from work, before we pray
for our boss, before we ask God’s blessing on our
work, we must go to the cross of Jesus, our Lord
and Savior, for forgiveness and grace. He is our
one high priest, who is “holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the
heavens,” who offered himself as the once-for-all
sacrifice for sin (Heb. 7:26, 27; 10:12)—also our
sins of not waiting on our masters.
The reward
“Whoso keepeth the fig tree shall eat the fruit
thereof: so he that waiteth on his master shall be
honoured.” In sum: we will enjoy the fruits of
our labors. The fig tree farmer could sit in the
shade of his fig tree and eat the fruit. Today, we
can take home a paycheck from the boss, support
ourselves, and have something to give to the poor
(the benevolence fund at church). But no earthly
reward—whether figs or earthly recognition by
our boss—is certain.
Ephesians 6:5–8 says there is only one reward
that is!
5. Servants, be obedient to them that are your
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of heart, as unto Christ;

6. Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as
the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from
the heart;
7. With good will doing service, as to the Lord,
and not to men:
8. Knowing that whatsoever good thing any
man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord,
whether he be bond or free.
First, we take our eyes off our employer—we
aren’t a “pleaser” or, literally, a “slave” to their
eyes! Secondly, we labor faithfully each day in the
calling God has given us. We wake up, we pray,
we go to work, we earn our wage, and we use it
to support ourselves and to give to the kingdom.
Third, we ask, Why would the Lord like this done?
How would the Lord like this done? When would
the Lord like this done? What effect will this have
for the Lord’s honor? Do this in the very duties
given to you by your earthly supervisor. Fourth,
we expect our reward from the Lord. When your
boss ignores you or even criticizes you, Paul’s
answer is: stop thinking about your boss as your
main supervisor, and start working for the Lord’s
glory. Thank him for his grace, by which you work
faithfully. Look forward to appearing before the
Lord Christ on the basis of his own finished work
for you and hearing from him: “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant…enter thou into the joy
of thy lord” (Matt. 25:21).
Rev. Jonathan Langerak is pastor of Heritage
Protestant Reformed Church in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota.

Book Review Juline Hiemstra

God At work
Veith, Gene Edward. God at Work: Your Christian
Vocation in All of Life. Wheaton, IL: Crossway
Books, 2011.
A tired ear bends to yet another wail from the
bassinet, the dryer buzzes, the full sink beckons
to be emptied, boiling water awaits added ingredients, bedspreads lay wrinkled and forlorn, the

phone rings, van doors close in the school parking
lot, the thermometer beeps too quickly, sacrificial
arms embrace tightly, a prayer is lifted. The cool
air of morning wafts into the car, familiar voices
chatter on the radio, names fill every slot of the
schedule, yet another envelope enters the top
corner of the computer screen, a knock sounds
on the office door, eyelids sink, a ding resonates
BEACON LIGHTS FEBRUARY, 2021
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through the phone, footsteps patter on the floor
toward the door, arms scoop up, a seat is taken,
a prayer is lifted. Books weigh on the back, eyes
follow fellow pupils, “good mornings” are given,
the heart thumps at the sight of the exam, ink
words fill pages, hands raise in question, locker
doors clang in finality, the unknown lingers, too
many paths to take, a prayer is lifted.
Described above are a few of the common
day-to-day activities of the mother in the home,
the father at work, and the son or daughter as a
student. In the book God at Work, Gene Veith
beautifully takes apart the meaning of the word
“vocation” through the lens of the Protestant
Reformation. In doing so, he brings to your attention that the seemingly insignificant day-to-day
activities are instead sacred callings of service to
others through the work of God in you.
In the world today, the word vocation is tossed
around flippantly as just another word for a job
or work. Interestingly enough, this is the way
vocation was referred to at the time preceding the
Protestant Reformation. To the Roman Catholic
Church, the only work that was viewed as a true
vocation was done by those who held important
offices in the church, like bishops and priests.
The mothers, the masons, and all other laymen
were seen as insignificant and part of the secular
areas of work. Luther demolished this idea with
the teaching of the priesthood of all believers.
Everyone could stand before God equal in their
callings. Not only did men in the church have a
sacred calling, but every kind of work was transformed into a holy and sacred calling.
A sacred calling is a calling that serves God
and the neighbor. Is the calling sacred because
of what you do? Absolutely not! Gene Veith uses
the analogy that Luther used of vocation being
the “mask of God.” Wherever you are, whatever
you are doing, God is there. Not always seen, but
constantly present, “hiding” behind the scenes.
Child of God, you would fail without him! What
a wonderful truth that he works in and through
you, even in spite of your great weaknesses. Think
of the doctors, the pastors, the farmers, the policemen, and so many others. Do they, in themselves,
heal you? Save you? Feed you? Protect you? It is
God at work, through them. He works through
the vocations of worldly men by his providence.
By this you must understand that God cares for
10
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you through them, providing for your daily bread,
for example. But God works in a different way
through the vocations of his children. He works
grace. For example, God calls a man to preach,
which is the greatest means of grace. This leads
men to believe! He is at work through preachers.
And it is God at work through you too, dear
child. Through him alone you are able to strive
toward the goal and purpose of vocation, which,
according to Veith, is “to love and serve one’s
neighbor” (Veith, 39, 40). Our neighbors are
dependent on us, and we are dependent on our
fellow neighbors. Remember when Jesus told his
disciples that when they fed and clothed the poor,
they really fed and clothed him? When we love
and serve our neighbors, we love and serve God,
as he is hidden in our neighbors. What inexpressible joy is to be found in wearing the mask of God!
I feel as though I personally am unqualified to
be talking to you concerning vocation. I still do
not see clearly where God would like me to go
and how exactly he would like me to serve. But I
understand now that my mind conjured too much
of a “big picture” notion of vocation. Maybe
you are reading this in the exciting, yet nervewracking, time of your senior year. Or maybe you
have even been out of school for a time. I thought
that I needed to have one goal, one plan, one idea
in mind. I needed to know what I was “going to
do with my life” (as the phrase usually goes). I
was completely wrong. Vocation is not for us to
choose, but it is what God is calling us to in each
and every moment of life. No matter what decision you make, God has a place for you and will
bring you there in whatever way he may need to.
You have particular gifts and talents given to
you by God. In focusing on your interests, your
strengths, your weaknesses, and your personality,
you are able then to find what vocation might fit.
If you excel in math, then a major in engineering
or the like may be a good fit. If you are a strong
writer, consider the English fields. Do you have a
care for children and the schools? Consider the
teaching profession. Do you enjoy working with
your hands? Look into the trades. So yes, we do
make choices. We must make choices, but the idea
is that God himself is acting in these decisions. He
acts by using outside people and circumstances.
The admissions representative might deny you
entrance into the university. God closes a door.

You continue work at your part-time job until he
opens another door. That job is your vocation too.
Therefore, vocation is not just one specific place
or area or end goal. You have a vocation in so
many different spheres! God has given you an
abundance of areas in which you must love and
serve your neighbor. Not only has he placed you
in those spheres, but he has uniquely designed you
with the gifts and talents to be able to serve in
those spheres. Are you a mother, or will you be a
mother someday? You have a vocation to care for
the children at home. To teach them, to raise them.
You have a vocation as a wife to love and submit
to your husband. You have a place as a member
of the church, as a parent in the school. Yes, your
vocation does have to do with your career, but
sometimes when this is unclear, then remember
that God is at work in the “small” moments too.
Clean your room, drive a friend to school, help
your mom, or babysit for a family at church.
These are sacred callings too, because you know
what? When you understand vocation rightly, “it
transfigures ordinary, everyday life with the presence of God” (Veith, 17).
Yes, Mother, your nights spent feeding and
rocking, time spent doing the wash, doing the
dishes, cooking dinner, making beds, picking up

from school, administering Tylenol, and holding
your children are your sacred spheres of vocation.
Holy work. God is at work through you. Father,
the days may drag on, going to work morning
after morning, providing for the family, answering emails, taking calls, dealing with customers,
giving energy to your children, and leading your
family. You are serving and loving your neighbor.
God is at work through you. You have a sacred
place. Young person, you have a lot going on with
schoolwork, tests, friendships, responsibilities at
home, and decisions to be made for the future.
Remember, your vocation is not for you to decide.
God has the perfect fit for you. Look at the talents
and abilities he has given. Serve where you are
right now, and he will show you. God is at work,
but you will still sin on this side of the grave, so
continue to lift up a prayer to God, “being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun
a good work in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).
Juline is a member of Trinity Protestant Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan, has recently
accepted a position at Covenant Christian High
School in the Academic Support department, and is
a member of the Beacon Lights staff.

Christian Living Nate Price

sobriety: Every christian’s calling
Perhaps you have seen a billboard along the highway that reads, “Drive sober or get pulled over.”
Maybe you have heard or read of some cultural
icon who has been “sober” for x number of months
or years. No doubt we have also read the commands in the Bible to be sober (read Titus 1–2).
The word “sober” might be a familiar word in our
ears, but what do we understand by it? Is sobriety
simply staying below the legal limit if you plan to
get behind the wheel? Must sobriety be achieved
by abstaining from drugs and alcohol altogether?
How should we view the mind-altering and
behavior-influencing prescription drugs that many
doctors prescribe? I may not provide you with a
list of dos and don’ts regarding God’s command

to be sober. That would be man’s word. God’s
word to his people is not an instructional book or
a “user’s manual” for life, and we may not treat
it as such. We have been given new hearts! Our
experience is that we are thankful for salvation;
therefore, let us go to God’s word together to see
what it means that he calls us to be sober.
The apostle Paul, in his inspired letter to Titus,
exhorts that believers be taught to live sober lives.
The basic meaning of “sober” in Titus 2:2 is the
opposite of being drunk with wine. “Sober” in
verse 2 is paralleled in verse 3: “likewise…not
given to much wine.” God calls the aged men and
the aged women to sobriety in contrast to drunkenness. The idea of sobriety in verse 2 has a special
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emphasis on a person’s self-control of his body,
mind, and emotions. Alcohol and many other substances, both legal and illegal, impair one’s ability
to think and act. They impair one’s ability to think
and act spiritually. Generally, the world laughs at
the stupor of drunkenness. The world only frowns
at drunkenness when it is shown to be the cause
of some disorderly conduct. The concept of sobriety in the Bible is much different than that of the
world: all drunkenness is sin, a transgression of
God’s plain command. Even so, keeping oneself
from drugs or alcohol does not equal sobriety.
In Titus 2:4, 6, Paul instructs Titus to teach the
young women to be sober and the young men to be
sober-minded. We see here that the entire church
is called to sobriety, both old and young, men and
women. None are excepted. In these verses, to
be sober or sober-minded is to think clearly and
rightly and to exercise self-control. The things of
this earth fight to influence the Christian’s thinking; I have in mind here the devil, the world, and
our own flesh. We must never underestimate their
power and appeal. These things can be people,
ideas, possessions, activities, and so on. Even
good things in these categories can influence our
minds in an evil way, so that we become drunk
with them. When we become so influenced by
these things, we give up control of our thoughts,
actions, and emotions.
Look with me at two examples of this. Say that
I find a certain genre of the world’s music to be
appealing. I turn on the radio or begin to stream a
station. I listen to a song, and I like the sound. The
lyrics are catchy, so I begin to sing along. Soon I’m
singing all the songs. I am singing all the words
and ideas, even taking the Lord’s name in vain and
cursing (or praising fornication, drunkenness, and
murder). No longer sober-minded, I have become
drunk with the music of the world, and I no longer
control my own actions. Another example: I might
like an officebearer of my church. Suppose that he
is influential, well-spoken, and generous. Besides
being an officebearer, he is my friend. Soon, a controversy arises in the church. It is a serious doctrinal controversy. My first reaction is, “What does
my officebearer friend say about this?” I adopt
his position; he could not possibly be wrong;
after all, he is an officebearer and my friend. No
longer sober-minded, I have become drunk on my
relationship with this man. Respecting persons, I
12
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can no longer think clearly and rightly about the
matter of doctrine before me.
Sober-mindedness is one of the callings which
“become sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). Sound doctrine cannot last long in a home or church where
there is no or very little sober-mindedness. This is
because false doctrine is an especially deceitful tool
of Satan. False doctrine uses all the right words,
good Reformed words. False doctrine appears, on
the surface, to be supported by many verses of the
Bible. Only the Christian’s very prayerful, diligent,
and careful study of these deceptive teachings will
reveal them as such. Those who are inebriated
with the things of this world will be unable to
identify and reject false doctrine. Pleasure-seeking
is a distraction from the study of sound doctrine.
As we saw earlier, all Christians, young and
old, men and women, are called to sobriety for the
sake of sound doctrine. To the aged: you may not
call for peace when there is false doctrine present
and uncondemned, expecting that the next generation will root it out. That is to be drunk with
a worldly ideal of peace and unity. To the young
people: you must study to know sound doctrine
from false. You may not leave it to the “old” and
“wise” men of the church to judge these things for
you as you pursue worldly fun. Sobriety is every
Christian’s calling.
Sober-mindedness certainly does not exclude
having fun or enjoying God’s good gifts. We have
been given the greatest gift: salvation in Jesus
Christ! This salvation is the only possibility for us
truly to enjoy the good gifts that God gives. We
ought to have fun, especially the fun of fellowship
with the saints and enjoyment of God’s creation.
Let us live with joy, delighting in our God! At
the same time, heed this warning: do not become
intoxicated with fun. Do not allow a carnal desire
for a pleasant, peaceful life to displace your sobriety. Instead, pray that God fill you and me more
and more with the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ. May
Jesus Christ so influence us by his word and Spirit
that we become more and more sober-minded!
Nate attends Southwest Protestant Reformed Church
in Wyoming, Michigan with his wife and children.

Christian Living Josh Harris

Trusting in God’s Will and Being Content in It
Why has this happened to me? How is this for my
good? It is so easy for us to complain when things
don’t go our way and when things upset us. We
have all had a time when we thought that we knew
best and that God should have given us what we
asked for. In my life, I have many times thought
that God would give me something because it
would surely help me spiritually and bring me
closer to him, but God closed the door, and I was
left wondering—is this right, Lord?
God’s will is perfect, and he is in sovereign control of all things. This is very important to understand, and questioning the will of God is wrong.
It is questioning God’s sovereignty, and it suggests
that God is not perfect. Of course, we know that
God is perfect, and he cannot do any wrong, as
this is what the Bible, God’s holy and perfect word,
tells us. We see the sovereignty of God in Job 42:2,
“I know that thou canst do every thing, and that
no thought can be withholden from thee.” We see
the perfection of God in Matthew 5:48, “Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” Understanding and reminding
ourselves of this is key for us to trust in God’s will,
and it will ultimately lead us to be content in it.
Trusting in God’s will goes hand in hand with
contentment. We simply must be content with
God’s plan for us and our lives. Without being
content in his will, we are effectively saying that
we know best, and better than our God.
Prayer is a vital part of our Christian lives, and
we are to pray for God’s will to be done and for us
to be content in it. God is the one who has given
us all things in life, and he hears every single one
of our prayers. With this in mind, we should pray
that God would give us the ability to trust in his
will and to be content with it.
But how can we know what God’s will is for us?
If someone says that he prayed to God and God
directed him to choose a new college in a place
where there is no suitable church for miles around,
then how does this show him to be seeking to do
God’s will, when he has put his spiritual life at risk

for the sake of a college? To do God’s will for our
lives we must be wise to make this decision. How
do we obtain wisdom? We must read our Bible
every day. God’s word directs us through life to
make wise choices, as it is “a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). After
reading our Bible, we should pray that God would
apply his word to our hearts and that it would
cause us to grow in wisdom. “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him” (James 1:5).
When we look through the scriptures, we find
many examples of people trusting God’s will and
being content in it. Paul in prison knew that he
was likely to be killed by his persecutors, yet still
he prayed and sang praises to the Lord. What an
example this is for us, who so often struggle to be
content with the things that go on in our lives, even
the minor things! The perfect example is the Lord
Jesus Christ, who suffered on the cross and shed
his precious blood for our sins. He was “brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth”
(Isa. 53:7). Imagine being accused and charged for
a crime that you did not commit. No doubt you
would protest and make sure your accusers knew
that you were innocent. Yet our faultless Savior
understood that God’s will was that he was to die
on the cross for us, and he didn’t even open his
mouth. That is perfect contentment in God’s will,
and we can learn so much from this.
As many young people will be undertaking
exams soon, you must remember that God is in
control, and he will be with you: “Be strong and
of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them:
for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with
thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Deut.
31:6). A friend of mine was unsuccessful in her
university application, which was of course very
disappointing at the time, but her alternative to
university led her down another route in which she
met her husband. God’s plan for us all is perfect,
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and, although at the time we may not see how it
helps us, it is for our good, and God will bless us.
Thank him for all that he gives us, and “(i)n all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy

paths” (Prov. 3:6).
Josh lives in Neath, Wales and attends Swansea
Evangelical Reformed Church.

Christian Living Caleb Koole

Belgic Confession Article 22: Faith in Jesus
Christ
(Recommended reading:
Articles 21 and 22)

Belgic

Confession

We as God’s children have been given a most wondrous gift that at times we all overlook. That gift
is faith (Phil. 3:8, “I count all things but loss for
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord.”) So many in today’s world will say, “I have
faith in this or in that.” That faith is a false faith
and not a gift of God. Then the question must be
asked, “What is faith as it is God’s gift to his own
children?” To answer that question, we look to
the Belgic Confession, Article 22.
This article refers to faith as that which we use
“to attain the true knowledge of this great mystery.” This then begs the question, “What mystery?” The mystery spoken of is found in Article
21, “The Satisfaction of Christ, Our Only High
Priest, for Us.” The mystery is that Christ “hath
presented Himself in our behalf before the Father
to appease His wrath by His full satisfaction.”
This is called a mystery because we can hardly
begin to comprehend the wonderful truth that the
almighty God in Jesus Christ came to die in our
place, the place of sinners.
How then does one attain the knowledge of this
mystery? “The Holy Ghost kindleth in our hearts
an upright faith.” Faith is that which “embraces
Jesus Christ with all His merits, appropriates Him,
and seeks nothing more besides Him.” Faith then
can only be in and used by God’s elect children.
Thus the world’s “faith” is indeed false, for they
have not the Holy Ghost.
We as the children of the Most High need faith,
for we are totally depraved sinners. Daily we fail
our Lord’s commands. By that wondrous gift of
14
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faith, we turn to God in true repentance for sin,
and we see the truth of Holy Writ that Christ truly
died for our sins. Faith is that which embraces that
truth and holds fast to it and believes it to be the
truth (Acts 2:37–38). Faith embraces the truth of
salvation wholly of Christ, for “either…all things
which are requisite to our salvation are not in
Jesus Christ, or, if all things are in Him, that then
those who possess Jesus Christ through faith have
complete salvation in Him.”
Therefore we confess rightly that we are justified
by faith alone, or “by faith without works.” This
is not to say that we are saved by our faith, for we
can merit nothing; rather, faith is “an instrument
with which we embrace Christ our righteousness.” Christ has imputed to us that which he has
accomplished on the cross; therefore, he is our
righteousness (Phil. 3:9). In him are we justified,
through faith. Faith is “an instrument that keeps
us in communion with Him in all His benefits.”
As we see this truth, we also then see that there
is no place for works of our own in salvation. In
fact, we see the exact opposite: we see that Christ’s
works are “more than sufficient to acquit us of our
sins.” We as God’s children may not, as I said,
“overlook” this gift. That is to say that in times
when we wander in sin unrepentantly, we may not
forget the truth of God’s word, which speaks to
us of our salvation in Christ. Never may we forget
the cross, and the victory and the benefits that it
gave to us! Be comforted, children of God, for
Christ is our Savior! Embrace this truth in faith,
and heed the call to repent and believe! May we by
God’s grace do so.

Current Events Devin Hiemstra

“slowing the spread”—of the gospel
It has nearly been a year since the first case of the
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) was detected in
the United States (Jan. 20, 2020) and more than a
year since the first case was diagnosed in the world
(Dec. 31, 2019).1 Governors across the United
States have imposed a number of lockdowns,
stay-at-home orders, and restrictions, all in the
name of “slowing the spread.” All of us have felt
the effects of this worldwide pandemic in one way
or another. By now, most of us know of someone who has gotten the disease, or you may have
experienced the disease yourself. More so, it seems
as though the efforts taken to mitigate the spread
of COVID-19 have had greater ramifications
on our own lives than the virus itself. Recently,
Michigan’s governor, Gretchen Whitmer, released
a three-week-long executive order that sought to
limit indoor gatherings to one or two families;
close public venues such as restaurants, theaters,
stadiums, and bowling alleys; stop organized
sporting events; shutter workplaces when work can
be done remotely; and end any in-person learning
at the high school and college levels.2 In March of
2020, these mitigation efforts were likely felt even
more heavily, when the governor’s stay-at-home
order additionally shut down the manufacturing
and construction industries. Our children could
no longer attend school, many of us were unable
to work under these tight restrictions, and Sunday
services were viewed from our living rooms. All at
once, the frenzy of the world came to a standstill
as everybody quivered in fear over this invisible
enemy.
Undoubtedly, the world has been altered by the
virus. When we leave the house, we reach for our
phones, wallets, keys, and masks—that is, if we
don’t already have a couple of masks dangling
from our rearview mirrors in our cars. The grocery
store aisles are carefully marked every six feet with
1 www.cdc.gov
2 https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7406-98163-545138--,00.html

a reminder to do your part in slowing the spread
by social distancing. With all of these mitigation
reminders and edicts within society, we need to
take a close and serious look at what this means for
the church. The governor of New York, Andrew
Cuomo, a staunch Democrat notorious for both
strict and reckless mitigation techniques, such as
moving elderly patients who had contracted the
novel coronavirus into nursing homes, attempted
to impose tight restrictions on religious gatherings. On October 6, Governor Cuomo decided
to shut down a number of areas and establishments in New York that he deemed non-essential
in zones where coronavirus cases had spiked. He
stated that in these “red zones,” houses of worship
could remain open at only 25% capacity or up to
a maximum of ten people. With an appeal to the
freedom to exercise religion, a Roman Catholic
diocese in Brooklyn, New York, as well as two
Orthodox Jewish congregations, raised concerns
with the governor’s restrictions, which turned into
a Supreme Court ruling.3 Following the election of
three conservative justices to the Supreme Court
under President Donald Trump—Neil Gorsuch in
February 2017, Brett Kavanaugh in July 2018, and
most recently, Amy Coney Barrett in September
2020—the court’s 6–3 conservative majority ruled
5–4 in favor of the requests to block the restrictions from being enforced on places of worship.4
The outcome was a tight victory for religious institutions across the United States.
Prior to the appointment of Justice Barrett, the
outcome likely would have been different, and,
indeed, it was. Justice Barrett replaced Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, a liberal who was notorious for
her feminist efforts. Due to a number of complications associated with cancer, Justice Ginsburg
3 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-court/cuomo-calls-u-s-supreme-courts-religiousgatherings-ruling-irrelevant-idUSKBN2860CK
4 https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/26/
trump-legacy-supreme-court-422058
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died suddenly on September 18, 2020. Prior to her
death, two similar cases from churches in Nevada
and California reached the Supreme Court. A
weaker conservative majority led to a 5–4 vote
that rejected the requests that restrictions on gatherings be lifted.5 Religious freedom was brushed
aside in the name of safety and security.
Undoubtedly, the coronavirus, and more
importantly, efforts to mitigate the coronavirus,
have become a political issue. As the virus spread
throughout the United States, each governor
seemed to take an approach to the handling of
the virus that was very much based upon his or
her political affiliation. Republican governors
largely tended toward shorter lockdowns with
fewer restrictions, whereas Democratic governors wielded their power as much as possible
with extended lockdowns, mask mandates, and
extensive lists of non-essential activities and
establishments that had to be avoided. The leftleaning media preached only doom and gloom as
it condemned the president’s efforts to keep the
solution from becoming worse than the problem when he encouraged the reopening of the
economy and promised a vaccine by the end of
the year with “Operation Warp Speed.” This same
rhetoric was taken to the debate stage, as President
Trump argued that schools should be reopened
due to relatively low infection rates in children,
while former vice president Joe Biden continued to
push for widespread mask wearing and continued
restrictions. When these appeals from religious
institutions came to the Supreme Court, the decision was between upholding religious freedom or
mitigating the spread of the virus. With each case,
it seemed as though each viewpoint was entirely
based on political affiliation.
Recent events have led to an attack on the
church. Corrupt and sinful institutions are wielding the coronavirus as a weapon as they seek to
stifle the church. We must be aware of how the
world is using the pandemic as an opportunity
to weaken the church. For months, many of our
congregations abruptly stopped gathering together
as a body of believers. This issue persists, as fellowship can no longer be enjoyed in the same
pre-pandemic manner. Some of our congregations
5 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/26/nyregion/
supreme-court-churches-religious-gatherings.html
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continue to remain separated, and a return to the
full enjoyment of the fellowship of the saints is not
clearly in sight. Additionally, we see evidence of an
attack from outside the church. A shifting political
spectrum, responses of governors across the country to the virus, and Supreme Court rulings have
all indicated that religious freedom is hanging in
the balance. Soon, religious institutions will not
be considered all that essential. Rather, they will
be considered unsafe, super-spreader hotspots that
hinder efforts to create a safe and secure world.
As the world targets the church, the church
must not be fearful. It must not be fearful of the
coronavirus or of efforts to remove the freedom to
worship. It surely must not deem itself non-essential. The church must continue to gather together
as a body of believers, with the doors wide open
and the pews filled. In the midst of a pandemic,
we do this with care and wisdom as we consider
the physical health of the members, but the spiritual health of the church is of greater importance
and in greater danger. God has dominion over
his church, and he alone has deemed worship
essential. In a world of uncertainty, may we trust
in God that he will preserve his own. “For I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Rom. 8:38–39).
Devin is a member at Trinity Protestant Reformed
Church in Hudsonville, Michigan and works as a
mechanical engineer.
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“press toward the mark…”
(Philippians 3:14)

A Life Rooted in Christ: The Message of
Colossians
Did you know that Paul, the author of the epistle
to the Colossians, did not start the church there
and was actually never able to visit the believers
in Colossae? The church in Colossae was established by a man named Epaphras, who had been
converted by Paul’s preaching in nearby Ephesus.
Nevertheless, Paul and Timothy praised and
thanked God when they heard of the group of
faithful saints here and prayed for them often (Col.
1:3–4). Although Paul had much to be thankful
for in regard to the church at Colossae, he was
also concerned about the problems they were
having. Since Paul was currently under house
arrest in Rome, Epaphras had traveled there to
discuss these matters with him. Many of the relatively new Christians in the Colossian church were
being seduced away from the truth by false teachers and the influence of the world around them.
From researching the history of the city, we find
that Christians here were a mix of both Jews and
Gentiles. We can also infer from the text that the
false teachings which were prevalent in Colossae
contained elements of Jewish legalism (2:11–12,
16) and pagan mysticism (2:6–8). But the common
thread was that the people were being convinced
that something else was required to secure their
salvation in addition to Christ, whether it be following extra rules or having a certain “spiritual
experience”.
In opposition to this false doctrine, Paul begins
his epistle by reminding these new Christians to
remember the gospel truth that Epaphras had
taught them. He recognized that knowing the
truth about who Christ is and what he has done
for his people would enable them to identify the
lies contained in the ideas of false teachers, who
claimed that Christ was not enough for their salvation. He goes on to exhort the saints in Colossians
2:6–7 ,“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus

the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up
in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”
Christians today also need to hear this exhortation! The church is being influenced by the ideas
of the world and false teachers more than we even
realize. The impact of this influence can be seen
in the daily lives and concerns of the members of
the church.
What does it mean for you as a Christian young
person to live a life that is “rooted and built up”
in Christ? The only way that one can find the
answer to this question is by diligently studying
the Word of God. This is why Paul’s earnest desire
for the Colossians was that they “be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding” (1:9). Knowing what pleases and
displeases God is vital to being able to live a life
of thankfulness according to his will. Therefore,
the believer must carefully seek guidance for his
life from God’s word instead of listening to the
wisdom of man. In Christ, one can find “all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge” that are
needed to recognize the “enticing words” that
false teachers will use to try to deceive the believer
(2:3–4).
If you have looked ahead to the reading plan
for this month, you probably noticed that each
section of verses is listed for two days in a row.
No, this is not a typo. The book of Colossians
is filled with so many rich, beautiful truths about
the person, work and deity of Christ and what the
mature Christian life should look like. The spiritual nourishment found in these words is meant
to be slowly savored and enjoyed like the finest
gourmet meal. Reading repetitively is an excellent
way to do this. It allows you to familiarize yourself
with a passage and to consider a different facet of
the text the second day. This increased familiarity
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and comprehension will in turn lead to a better,
more well-rounded understanding of the truth.
The truths found in the book of Colossians
(and all of God’s word) provide the guidance
that Christian young people need as they make
difficult decisions about their future. Living a life
that is rooted in Christ means that Christians
should be less concerned with figuring out exactly
what their “perfect” career should be and more
concerned about living a godly life regardless of
where God leads them. This is not to say that seeking education or technical training for a career is
sinful. Working hard to use the talents that God
has given you to provide for yourself (and perhaps
a family someday) and support the church is commanded in the Bible. But if a believer puts all of
his or her hope in their career and lets it consume
the majority of their time and energy, then it
has been elevated to a place that should only be
reserved for heavenly things (Col. 3:1–2). A career
can very easily become an idol. Will people say
about you, “he/she lives for their work” or “they
live for Christ”?
Paul’s description of what the mature Christian
life looks like in the last two chapters of Colossians
also give guidance to how Christians should act
while they are at work. Colossians 4:5–6 exhorts
the believer to walk and speak with wisdom and
grace because the world is watching. A large portion of your life will probably be spent at work.
Will you use your life in the workplace to glorify God and be a witness to others? Colossians
3:22–23 reminds servants (or employees) to work
diligently, not just to please your boss, but because
it is what your heavenly Father has commanded
you to do. In addition, Colossians 3:17 gives the
reason and motivation for godly living, both in the
workplace and in the home, “And whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by
him.” As you go through the book of Colossians
this month, pray that God will continue to renew
you in the image of Christ (3:10) and give you the
grace and strength to “walk worthy” (1:10) as you
seek his will for your future.

Reading Plan
February 8
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Read Colossians
1:1–8

February 9
February 10
February 11
February 12
February 13
February 14
February 15
February 16
February 17
February 18
February 19
February 20
February 21
February 22
February 23
February 24
February 25
February 26
February 27
February 28
March 1
March 2
March 3
March 4
March 5
March 6

Sing or pray
Psalter #371

BEACON LIGHTS FEBRUARY, 2021

March 7

Read Colossians
1:1–8
Read Colossians
1:9–14
Read Colossians
1:9–14
Read Colossians
1:15–20
Read Colossians
1:15–20
Read Colossians
1:21–23
Read Colossians
1:21–23
Read Colossians
1:24–29

Sing or pray
Psalter #51
Sing or pray
Psalter #75
Sing or pray
Psalter #166
Sing or pray
Psalter #4
Sing or pray
Psalter #124
Sing or pray
Psalter #81
Sing or pray
Psalter #211
Sing or pray
Psalter #326

Read Colossians
1:24–29
Read Colossians
2:1–5
Read Colossians
2:1–5
Read Colossians
2:6–15
Read Colossians
2:6–15
Read Colossians
2:16–23
Read Colossians
2:16–23
Read Colossians
3:1–4
Read Colossians
3:1–4
Read Colossians
3:5–11

Sing or pray
Psalter #191
Sing or pray
Psalter #221
Sing or pray
Psalter #355
Sing or pray
Psalter #89
Sing or pray
Psalter #141
Sing or pray
Psalter #133
Sing or pray
Psalter #353
Sing or pray
Psalter #303
Sing or pray
Psalter #59
Sing or pray
Psalter #383

Read Colossians
3:5–11
Read Colossians
3:12–17
Read Colossians
3:12–17

Sing or pray
Psalter #336
Sing or pray
Psalter #90
Sing or pray
Psalter #246

Read Colossians
3:18 – 4:1
Read Colossians
3:18 – 4:1
Read Colossians
4:2–6
Read Colossians
4:2–6
Read Colossians
4:7–18
Read Colossians
4:7–18

Sing or pray
Psalter #360
Sing or pray
Psalter #305
Sing or pray
Psalter #5
Sing or pray
Psalter #22
Sing or pray
Psalter #328
Sing or pray
Psalter #229

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

Four Wonderful Things Upon the Earth Part 4:
Love
“There be three things which are too wonderful
for me, yea, four which I know not:…the way of
a man with a maid” (Prov. 30:18, 19).
At this time of year, the stores
are filled with pink decorations.
The center aisle is filled with
candy with red and pink wrappers and shaped like hearts.
Perhaps your class is planning a Valentine’s Day party
where you and your classmates exchange fun cards
and candy. Maybe your parents are getting a babysitter so that they can have
dinner just the two of them for Valentine’s Day.
You’ll hear a lot about love this month.
Hopefully, you have a really good example of love
in your mom and dad. They love each other in a
way that is wonderful and maybe a little hard to
understand at your age. They also love you, even
when they are disciplining you because you did
something naughty. And you love them and your
siblings, even if you can’t put “love” into so many
words.
But the truest and deepest love is the love that
God has for you, his child. He chose you before
the foundations of the world. He sent his son
Jesus to die for your sins and make you clean and
perfect. He adopted you as his child, and that is
a love so deep, so wonderful, that we struggle to
comprehend how deep and how wonderful even
though we have the entire Bible to tell us how
much God loves us.
Because God loves us, he works in our hearts by

the Holy Spirit so that we love him. The love we
have in our hearts for God is a deep, abiding love
that is stronger than our love for parents or our
siblings or anyone or anything on this
earth because it has the strength
of God as its source.
So in this month of hearing
so much about the world’s
version of true love, you can
rest in the truest love of God
Almighty. Even if your parents’ relationship with each
other isn’t perfect. Even if
your relationship with your
parents or your siblings isn’t perfect. Even
if there is a lot of fighting and hurt and you feel
lonely and unloved in this month that seems to
be all about love, you are not alone. You are not
unloved. You have the love of God, and his love is
enduring and unshakable and true.

Tricia is a member of Unity Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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Church News Melinda Bleyenberg

BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Edelyn Brenda, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Tyler &
Laura Langerak—Bryon Center, MI
Clayton Matthew, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matt & Heidi
DeVries—First, MI
Aiden Matthew, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matthew &
Brenda Duncan—Grace, MI
Rose Sheryl, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Jill
Koole—Grace, MI
Kate Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Nate &
Lauren Bodbyl—Hudsonville, MI
Brooklyn Faye, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joel &
Mandi Baker—Hull, IA
Emma Katheryn, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Andrew
& Katherine Sitter—Peace, IL
Jael Ruth, daughter of Bro. Emman and Sis. Rubyann
Jasojaso—Provident, Philippines
Madelyn Rose, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mark &
Melinda Moore—Spokane, WA
Robin Kate, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. Jacob &
Rachel Maatman—Southeast, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
was made by:
Jason Dykstra—Hudsonville, MI
Colton Brower—Hudsonville, MI
Zach Maassen—Hull, IA
Tyler Van Maanen—Hull, IA
Luke Andringa—Hull, IA
Lincoln Waldner—Hull, IA
Jeremy DeBoer—Lynden, WA
Trevor Kooienga—Lynden, WA
Cameron Kuiper—Lynden, WA
Sis. Jelo Montoya, Danica Armas, and Kriselle
Lee—Provident, Philippines
Lily Holstege—Zion, MI
MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Nate Westra and Miss Kristin Lotterman—
Grace, MI
Mr. Aaron Engelsma & Miss Bethany Kalsbeek—
Hudsonville, MI
Correction from the November 2020 issue: Mr. Tyler
Zylstra and Miss Bethany Jansma—Peace, IL

