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Dear Unmarried Friend, 

When you hear the words “unmarried and caring for the things of the Lord,” what thoughts arise? 

I will share some of mine. It appears that this pathway may be lonely. Will I be able to experience the 

fullness of life in Christ without marriage? Do I have the gift of remaining unmarried? I love the thought 

of dedicating my life to caring for the things of the Lord. I do sometimes wish someone would put 

together a list of what it all entails. Let’s delve into the unmarried who care for the things of the Lord.     

Single. That is the term used today. I prefer the biblical word “unmarried.” Why? The word 

“single” holds the stigma of being by yourself and alone. No one likes the thought of being alone, and 

your ears sometimes ring with what God said in Genesis 2:18: “It is not good that the man should be 

alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” Just remember that God also inspired Paul to say in 1 

Corinthians 7:7, “I would that all men were even as I myself.”  

You may be unmarried, but you are not alone! Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 

the end of the world. Amen” (Matt. 28:20). Our bridegroom has come and purchased his bride. Ephesians 

5:23–27 tells us what marriage pictures: the church being subject to Christ, her head, who is savior of the 

body, who loves her and gave himself for her that he might sanctify and cleanse her by the word, that he 

might present her to himself, glorious, holy, and without blemish. Christ loves his church as himself, 

cherishing her and joining her unto himself. Understand that a piece of the puzzle is not missing for the 

unmarried. Marriage is only a picture of what you already have in Christ. You are part of his body, and all 

the members work intimately together in that one body for the building up of it (Eph. 4:16). Earthly 

marriage will pass away, but fellowship with Christ and his bride will continue forever.  

My friend, each child of God goes through an unmarried state, whether for a time, or for life. If 

you are looking forward with hope to marriage, I do not ask you to give up that good desire. Be sure to 

bring it before the Lord, but do so following Philippians 4:6–7: “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing 

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace 

of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” God 

will keep you in the time of waiting. He is using it to refine you, causing you to seek his face, cultivating 

a deeper walk with him. Make him your focus. You want to please him!   

Let’s talk about caring for the things of the Lord. Remember this is your calling from God, so 

don’t fritter it away with selfish pursuits. Caring for the things of the Lord always starts with God’s word. 

You have been given time to know your God and behold him. Second Corinthians 3:18 states, “But we 

all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” God will transform you as you spend time 

in his word. Being in his word involves going to church and hearing the preaching, participating in Bible 

studies, and doing your own personal studies. God delights to show himself to you, and he teaches you to 

delight in what he delights in. As you read the word, examine yourself to see your strengths and 

weaknesses. Keep in mind that all you have is the Lord’s and is to be used in his service. Also, you are 

not merely to care for those things that look glamorous, but for all the things that belong to the Lord. 

Many will be small and unseen tasks for you to do “heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 

3:23).  

As you spend time in the word of God, be sure to observe and listen to your church family, and 

you will find many, many opportunities to serve the Lord. I will go through a few examples for you. A 

weary mother talks about being up all night with her baby. Tell her you have some free time and ask her 

what you can do to help. You see newcomers at church. Take time to chat with them and invite them out 

for coffee to talk about your faith. You know an elderly lady lives alone, and so you offer to help her with 

mowing her lawn. Ushers are needed, so when asked, you usher. A Beacon Lights or Federation Board 

position opens, and you step in. Pastors and teachers are needed, so you prayerfully consider those 

vocations. A piano player or organist is needed at church, so you volunteer. There are those who are sick 



and dying, those marrying, and those with new babies at church. You write them little notes of 

encouragement. When you hear of hardships in another’s life, you pause for a moment and pray for them 

or with them. There is so much room for an unmarried child of God to dedicate time to prayer, as did 

Anna, the prophetess.  

I could make a longer list, but I trust that as you spend time in the word, you will be transformed 

and will learn to apply what God delights in to your daily walk. I wanted someone to write a list of “to-

dos” for me, yet the more time I spent in the word, the more I began to understand, first, that simply being 

in the word is caring for the things of the Lord. David said, “One thing have I desired of the LORD…to 

behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple” (Ps. 27:4). God delights in your beholding 

his beauty and speaking to him! Second, God uses his word to open you to opportunities of service that 

abound all around you! As you read God’s word and pray, he will open your eyes to the multiple ways of 

service you may have missed before.  

  In summary, my dear unmarried friend, know you are not alone but belong to your faithful 

savior, Jesus Christ. Use the gift of undistracted time God has given you to be in his word, beholding his 

beauty, and praying for ways to serve. Invest yourself in the life of your church family! God provides so 

many little daily opportunities when you pay attention and are willing to care for the things that belong to 

him. Remember what belongs to the Lord. Is it not his precious people who belong to him? Serve him by 

serving his bride! Know that whether you marry or not, one day your Bridegroom is coming back for his 

bride, and the full reality of marriage will be yours forever. As you wait, abound in caring for the things 

that belong to and please the Lord, knowing your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  
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