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Honoring father and mother is no easy task, yet it is commanded by God. First 

Corinthians 13:11 serves us well as young people as we consider this calling: “When I was a 
child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things.” It is important to consider this verse in its context of charity as it 
provides important application to the fifth commandment. 

Becoming independent in the decision-making process of everyday life is part of growing 
up. One aspect of this is growth in the ability to form our own opinions about how to respond to 
the regular, daily situations we face. These situations involve our doing what we think is best for 
us at that certain time. Our opinions therefore define some of our personality and outlook on life. 
Whether it be about our curfew, work, friends, or school, there are instances where our opinions 
do not line up with those of our parents or other authority figures. It is important in these 
situations to remember the command of God directed toward us as it relates to our father and 
mother.  

In each situation we face, regardless of how significant it may be, we must recognize 
that we are in the process of growing into adulthood and have not yet arrived at full maturity. 
The apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 13:11 describe one aspect of this process, which is 
the maturation of our thoughts and words. Often the thoughts and desires we have as children 
are very different from those that we have as adults. Our childhood mindset and the words that 
flow out of that stage in our understanding may seem “foolish” as we look at them later in life. By 
God’s grace, this foolishness will change as we grow both physically and spiritually. Eventually 
we will find ourselves in the place that Paul describes, where we are no longer children and 
have “put away childish things.”  

During the time that we are growing toward independence, it is important to recognize 
that we remain under the authority of our parents. The calling of scripture to show charity toward 
them is obeyed when we honor and respect their God-given position. In loving our father and 
mother, we show our love to God and the authority figures he has placed over us. Personally, I 
can testify to the positive role of parents in my life. In looking back at this past year with the 
turmoil caused by events in our world (COVID-19) and the church, there were many times that I 
quickly made decisions in word or action that showed my emotions had taken over my thought 
process. It was not until I talked with my parents and listened to their advice that I realized how 
foolish some of my opinions and thoughts were. Though this may be a situation with little effect 
on my life, the themes are present in many other situations too. So often we give ourselves over 
to our emotions, which fuel opinions that are misrepresentative of the situation. This childish 
thinking is what we are called to put away with our parents’ guidance. 

But more than just our opinions come under the guidance of our parents. Many of the 
practical rules and restrictions that they set in place for us as teenagers, or even young adults, 
have a significant effect on our lives.  Rules concerning curfew and our obedience of COVID-19 
guidelines are good examples, as are general restrictions concerning where and with whom we 
spend time on weekends. Our desires often take first place in our minds with regard to these 
issues. For myself, there were times when I didn’t understand, nor did I want to understand, why 
certain guidelines were made by my parents regarding COVID-19, when other peers seemed to 
have few restrictions placed on them. I now see the benefit of their instruction, but in the 
moment, I was blinded by what I thought was best for me.  

This battle of wills between my parents and me, which is common to almost all teens 
and young adults, is one that can either build or burn relationships. Without charity and spiritual 
maturation fueled by the work of the Spirit in our hearts, it is impossible to honor and respect 



 

 

them as we ought. Rather than disagreeing and creating a situation worse than the current one 
because of a difference of opinion over what is best for me, charity toward my parents means a 
willingness to listen and learn. While we might not understand why our parents give us direction 
or make this or that restriction, it is not our place to antagonize them or to demand that they 
back down and allow us to live freely. Such actions are not in accordance with charity, nor with 
the putting away of childish things. 

In instances where we might actually be right about what is best for us, our attitude 
toward our parents is important. Being right does not give us the freedom to prove to our 
parents that we were right and they were wrong. While it is perhaps good for parents to 
recognize their own faults in order to cultivate a healthy relationship with their children, there is 
never any justification for Christian young people to antagonize their parents by demanding 
apologies or reminding them of their weaknesses. Humble submission and obedience, which 
includes respect for the Lord’s sake, is our calling. We ought to recognize as well that in most 
cases our parents’ instruction is actually best for us, even when we resist it. We ought even to 
thank our parents for their instruction as they seek to help us grow in a sort of independence 
that pleases our heavenly Father. 

Our relational growth in loving and honoring our parents is not something that we can 
accomplish apart from a diligent study of God’s word. As a young child drinks milk for her 
nourishment and the adult eats meat for his nourishment, so the child of God grows spiritually 
as he or she dives into and eagerly seeks out the truth of God’s word. Through his Spirit, God 
applies his word to our hearts and makes us to grow in grace. Our love for God will show itself 
in our love for the neighbor, especially in our treatment of father and mother. Our place as 
young people is not to question, but to listen with a heart and mind full of charity, knowing that 
even in situations where we don’t understand or even agree, God has placed our parents over 
us for our good. In whatever situation may befall us, he is our true Father, guiding and leading 
us to maturity through their instruction. 
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