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This editorial marks the beginning of a new chapter in the life of Beacon Lights. As noted 

in the Issue at Hand prior to this article, there has been a significant turnover in the magazine staff 

over the past few months. A new editor and two new contributing writer correspondents have taken 

up their roles as of this issue. As a staff, we give thanks to God for the continuity of the work that 

this represents. For the past 80 years, God has provided writers, editors, and the financial means 

necessary for ongoing publication of a unique magazine that belongs to the Protestant Reformed 

Churches, specifically through its ownership by the Young People’s Federation. And because 

God’s grace to his people has sustained publication of Beacon Lights to this point, we can be 

assured it will continue to serve his purposes and witness to his glory regardless of what men and 

women serve on the staff now and in the coming years. We trust in God to sustain our efforts, not 

the editor or the staff members that serve on behalf of the Federation of Young People. 

As we enter this new chapter for Beacon Lights, it is good to remind ourselves of the 

purpose and goals toward which we are working in the Lord’s name. These goals were published 

along with the very first issue of Beacon Lights in January of 1941 and are listed as follows: 

1. To unite all Protestant Reformed Young People’s Societies so that 

they may work in close unity and secure a sense of solidarity. 

2. To seek the mutual edification of the members of this Federation 

and to strive for the development of talents as becomes Christian young people. 

3. To strive to maintain our specific Protestant Reformed character 

with a united front. 

4. To promote the welfare of the Protestant Reformed Churches, in 

which we have a name and a place. 

These four statements represent a sort of “checklist” to which we should be held 

accountable on a regular basis. We will briefly reflect on each of them in the light of Ephesians 

4:1-16. Take a moment to get your bible out and read through this passage. Then follow along as 

we discuss how the goals of the Beacon Lights magazine align with the word of God. 

 

Verses 1-6:  

In the first place, the purpose of Beacon Lights is to provide unity and solidarity to the 

young people of the Protestant Reformed Churches. This is not just a goal, but a command that 

comes to us directly from God. We must exert ourselves diligently (endeavor!) to keep the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace (v. 3). The basis of that unity is revealed by the Spirit in our text 

(vv. 4-6). We share the same triune God (one Spirit, Lord, Father), confess the same truth in 

doctrine (one faith), and participate in the same sacraments (one baptism) as one another. This 

unity is worked by the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, gives us faith to believe as “one body,” and 

empowers all of the work we are called to do in God’s kingdom.  

As we work together as young people to seek unity in the church of Jesus Christ, we should 

not ignore the manner of life that accompanies God’s gracious gift of unity. The first two verses 

of the text give us a clear picture of what that manner looks like: humility, meekness, longsuffering, 

and patience motivated by love. In our writing and in the conversations generated by articles in 



Beacon Lights, these characteristics ought to be the things that describe our interactions. We must 

speak the truth of God’s word, which includes warnings about the temptations we face as young 

people and the false teachings that seek to turn us away from God. But we must always do so in a 

spirit of love (v. 15). Love boldly addresses sin, temptation, and the lies of this world, but it does 

so out of humility and meekness that realizes we ourselves are sinners saved by grace. With a 

proper view of our own dependence on the saving work of Christ, we can seek patiently to bring 

others to a right understanding of God’s word out of love for their souls. 

 

Verses 7-12:  

In the second place, the purpose of Beacon Lights is to seek for the mutual edification of 

Christian young people by developing the talents that they have individually been given by God. 

God graciously gives every one of his children different gifts and abilities according to his purpose 

(v. 7). Some of these gifts and abilities are more prominent and visible within the church (v. 11), 

while others seem to be less important. But no matter what we think about the various gifts and 

abilities we were given, all of them have the same purpose within God’s kingdom—they are for 

service.  

Service to God and to his church is why we are called to develop our talents. When pressed 

into the service of our Lord and his kingdom, these talents function to edify other believers (v. 12). 

No matter how gifted he or she might be, no one individual in the church is sufficient to serve in 

all of the different roles given in our text and elsewhere in Scripture. It is the collection of gifts, 

abilities, and resources that we are given as a body which together serve to glorify God most 

completely. This is what Paul means by “the perfecting of the saints” (v. 12). Not that we are made 

perfect in the sense of becoming sinless, but instead that we become complete as a body made up 

of many members who share the common purpose of glorifying God in his church. 

Do you have a gift for writing? Are you good at organizing information or keeping track 

of details? Do you have a particular interest in understanding of God’s word? Are you keen to lead 

others? Do you love fellowship with other young people? If you can answer ‘yes’ to any of these 

questions—not just the first one!—there is a place for you to serve in Beacon Lights or within the 

Federation of Protestant Reformed Young People. And if the answer is ‘no,’ then seek to serve 

God and his church in another way and look to be edified by reading the content of our magazine. 

 

Verses 13-15: 

In the third place, the purpose of Beacon Lights is to maintain the specific character of our 

denomination as we represent ourselves to others through writing. This might come as a surprise 

to young people who usually associate the specific doctrinal character of the Protestant Reformed 

Churches with other publications aimed at an adult audience. Shouldn’t doctrinal issues be left to 

The Standard Bearer or Sword & Shield where adults can work through the details of the Reformed 

faith represented in our denomination? The answer must be a resounding ‘No!” 

Our text is helpful here because it demonstrates that progress in the life of a believer at 

every stage must be characterized by a concern for doctrinal truth as well as practical application 

of that truth. As a young person reading this magazine, you probably aren’t a young child anymore, 

and you should not be content to remain in a spiritually childish condition either. Having been 

edified by God’s word through regular preaching and catechism instruction, you already have the 

doctrinal foundation to your faith. Your calling, however, is to continue to grow in “the knowledge 

of the Son of God” with Christ himself as your measuring stick (v. 13). The purpose of this growth 

is to provide a stable defense against the “cunning craftiness” of Satan and the world who seek to 



deceive you (v. 14). This is why Beacon Lights must seek to expose every “wind of doctrine” that 

blows around us while speaking the truth in love as a witness to young people within the Protestant 

Reformed Churches and in the broader world around us (v. 15). Let us together “grow up into him 

in all things, which is the head, even Christ.” 

 

Verse 16: 

The fourth and final stated purpose of Beacon Lights is to promote the welfare of the 

Protestant Reformed Churches where God has graciously placed you as young people. We can be 

brief here because much of what was discussed already applies to this goal. As we seek unity in 

the church, as we develop our talents for the purpose of service within the church, and as we grow 

in spiritual knowledge through the God’s word, we can expect the welfare of our denomination to 

be promoted. In verse 16, the apostle Paul compares this process to the physical conditioning of a 

human body. When all the parts of that body are properly connected and functioning, ongoing 

exercise will continuously build up its health and strength. In the same way, active and energetic 

engagement of church members in the roles to which God has called them will promote the health 

and strength of a denomination.  

But that isn’t all we must say because the text closes with a final, critically important 

reminder. If we begin to believe that the visible efforts exerted by young people in the Protestant 

Reformed Churches are ultimately what is building up our denomination, we will fail. Instead, it 

is our “head, even Christ” who makes the body of believers in a church or denomination to increase 

and grow up into him. This is our hope and our assurance as God’s people, young and old: we are 

one in Christ, who makes the body capable of “edifying itself in love.” 

Beacon Lights is written for young people and by young people striving to serve God 

through his church, but it is in Christ that we can be assured this magazine will be unto God’s 

glory. 
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