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The Issue at Hand Dewey Engelsma

Your friends have a tremendous influence on you in
your Christian walk. Your parents know it to be the
case. That is why they ask you, every time you leave
the house, “Who are you going out with?”.
Your parents know, and so do you, the evil into
which your friends can lead you. My best friend (and
wife) has our children apply a simple test to judge
their friendships— “Good friends make it easier for
you to do the right thing.” Simple saying, and easy
to remember, but packed with truth. Look at your
friends—do they make it easy to do the right thing?
Do your friendships resemble that of David and
Jonathan? Do your friends strengthen your hands in
God? Do you strengthen theirs?
I suppose the opposite is true—bad friends make
it easier to do the wrong thing. You may be a strong
Christian young man or woman, but if you are
friends with backsliding Christians or with those
who show no interest in a sanctified walk, your spiritual walk will suffer. As J. C. Ryle put it, “Disease
is infectious, but health is not.”
What kind of influence are you on your friends?
Do you encourage them rightly? Or are you one who
is eager to pursue the way of sin and folly?
And here is where my conscience smites me. And
perhaps yours will too.
Here are some quotations from this issue as to
what good friends do: “Friends provide spiritual
encouragement.” “Friends help one another grow
and mature spiritually.” “Friends speak God’s word
to one another.” Good friends “discuss how God’s
law applies to situations” in which they find themselves. Who of us doesn’t look back on our youth
and with sorrow reflect upon the type of friend that
we often showed ourselves to be?
How blessed that Jesus Christ is our friend!
Friends we have in this life are good-intentioned but
can do little to alter the difficult circumstances we
may find ourselves in. Jesus took us who were dead
and made us alive. He took all our sins and nailed
them to the cross of Calvary, making us friends with
the divine majesty, Jehovah God.
Our best friends can (and must) reprove us for
our sins, but that’s as much as they can do. Jesus
cast those sins into the depths of the sea (Mic. 7:19).
There is also a word here for you, young person,
who desires but does not have a friend. You are
weary of being alone. You are lonely. You have sat

home for numerous weekends while your classmates
went out and had many nights of fun together. You
see the pictures on Instagram and Snapchat. Perhaps
you could be a part of that group, but you won’t take
part in their sin, which leaves you on the outside.
Here is the truth: Jesus is your friend. It is how
he addressed his disciples, and it is how he addresses
you (Luke 12:4). Because you are united to Jesus
by faith, you are the friend of Jehovah God. Read
Revelation 4, where it describes God sitting on his
throne. There is no more marvelous sight than that.
How our minds stretch to try to understand the
glory and majesty of God! And yet do you know
what God thinks about you? Do you know the name
he has for you? I do. He calls you, “Friend.” You
are his friend! You who are united to Jesus Christ
by faith are brought into covenant friendship with
the Almighty God, King of kings, and Lord of lords.
And yes, this friendship with God is costly. It
means loneliness and mockery. But what is that
compared to fellowship with your God?
Oh yes, there is a cost to being God’s covenant
friend. But what a little cost it is! It is only
our life and only our self, which is nothing!
It is only the world and all that is in it, which
is nothing! It is only a lifetime of afflictions,
which are light and are only for this present
time and are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us! How
happily we suffer that cost! For to be a friend
of God in his holy covenant and to know his
love in Jesus Christ is better than life. Our
friend Jesus Christ gave his life to redeem us
unto God, so that we now joyfully offer ourselves unto him.
What a blessed thing: God is the covenant friend of his people! (Lanning, God as
Covenant Friend).
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Editor’s Notes Dewey Engelsma

Some Editor’s Notes are easier to write than others.
This qualifies as one of the more difficult ones.
After almost nine faithful years of serving the
Beacon Lights staff and readership as Managing
Editor, Ryan Kregel will be stepping down from this
post. With his steady, able hand on the tiller, Ryan
steered the magazine on a course that edified the
reader, blessed the magazine, and most importantly,
glorified God. Ryan, you were “meet for the master’s use,” and we give thanks to God for your work.
Giving further evidence of his servant’s heart,
Ryan has agreed to continue writing for the magazine to help alleviate the ongoing burden of finding
enough willing writers for the magazine.
All of this is not to say that the magazine will be
left in a lurch.
We welcome Doug Mingerink, Jr. to the staff as
the new Managing Editor. Both Ryan and I have
known Doug for many years and do not doubt that
the magazine will be in good hands under his management and leadership as he sees to the day-to-day
running of the magazine.
A few other staff changes are as follows:
• We welcome Juline Hiemstra to the staff as
Contributing Writer Correspondent. She will
join forces with Elijah Roberts to find writers
willing to write for the magazine. Feel free to
make their job a little easier by submitting an
article for possible publication. You can find
their email addresses in the masthead. We
thank Josh Moelker for his work in this post
and pray for God’s blessing upon him as he
takes up his work as an elementary teacher.
• With a busy family, Abbie Kooienga has
decided it is time for her to step down as
secretary. She too will be greatly missed.
Her attention to detail, ability to faithfully
capture the minutes of each meeting, and
maintenance of the magazine’s archives was
a great help to the staff. If you have some
young people that you think would be a good
fit for the post, please send me their names,
and we would be happy to contact them.
Another very significant change for the magazine is
regarding the Daily Devotionals section. After many
years of contributing to this rubric, Ben Laning will
4
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be retiring from the post. I am struck when I receive
an email from Ben or Abby Van Solkema with the
month’s devotionals, how much time and work goes
into them. Thank you, Ben, for your many years of
service. We hope and trust you were as blessed in
writing the devotionals as we were in reading them.
The staff has decided to move away from a daily
devotional to a monthly devotional with a monthly
reading schedule. This will be written by Abby Van
Solkema. It could be a devotional based on the topic
of a special issue, or it could be a devotional based
on a book of the Bible with a schedule for reading
that book over the course of the month. We think
this will be of great use to our readers in providing them with a schedule for reading systematically,
month after month.
Now a question for the readers, “Have you forgotten Schuyler?” He tends to take things personally, and this extended period of silence from readers
asking him difficult questions has him wondering if
he is still loved. He has tackled some thorny questions in the past, but he has handled them with great
aplomb, and he is ready for more. (Please don’t take
my use of the masculine pronoun as any indication
of his identity or that you should rule out half of
the Reformed world’s writers as not being possible
Schuyler candidates). Submit your questions to my
email address above, and I will see that he gets them.
In all of these things we give thanks to God for
his care over the magazine. By the grace of God,
we have not forgotten or forsaken the admonition
of Prof. Homer Hoeksema in his article “Straight
Thinking” in the March 1954 issue: “But let it never
lose its fundamental aim of shedding the beacon
light of our Protestant Reformed truth, the true and
complete doctrine of salvation, upon the path of life.
For if that aim should be forgotten, it would become
a beacon without any light.” May God continue to
bless us who work on the magazine’s behalf so that
we continue to shine forth that beacon light of truth
for the glory of God’s name.

Editorial Jon Van Overloop

Christian Friendship:
An Emotional
Attachment
“You can’t trust your feelings.” “Don’t make emotional decisions.” “The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”
(Jer. 17:9). The heart and its strong feelings are
clearly to be held in check in many contexts. But
who can love an aloof and unemotional man who
goes through life without feeling? A man without
emotions is hard to love.
In the context of buying your next car, planning a
great vacation, and choosing a college, this advice to
“be more rational than emotional” is warranted. To
put too much emotional energy into these decisions
may lead us to spend too much money and to focus
so much on the event planned that it becomes an
all-consuming preoccupation, almost an idol. It may
even be true that we stop gathering facts to make
the best decision because we are already emotionally committed. But emotions are vital to Christian
friendships! When we develop relationships with
others, we want their heart…and its emotions.
Emotions connect us relationally to others. They
communicate value to us. Emotions motivate us to
action.
Emotions Connect Us Relationally to Others
Love is a determination to do another good. We
are called to love our neighbors and even love our
enemies. Christians are called to do good to others,
to love them. We interact with, help, and always leave
a reason for others to ask us of the hope that is in us
(1 Pet. 3:15). We may even be told that although we
may not like them we are still called to love them.
But Christian friendship is more than a determination to do another good. Our good God created
man with good emotions. Our Christian friendships,
by God’s design, are also emotional. Emotional

Adam, in the garden of Eden, was connected to God
with more than a determination to do him good.
There was faith, a bond of fellowship and friendship between God and his people. “Fellowship and
friendship” is emotional language. They walked
together in the cool of the day because of the faith
(fellowship and friendship) with which God joined
them.
Christian love has an authenticity and is fuller
when being determined to do your friend good.
Romans 12 instructs us in how to use our bodies
as living sacrifices. Verse 9 tells us to not have a
love that is deceitful or fake. That could be dating
because you like the idea of dating or being attracted
to another because you like to be seen with him.
Deceitful love may be pursuing a relationship, not
for the person, but for the conquest. Romans 12:15
helps us understand what real Christian friendship
is. We are to rejoice with them that rejoice and weep
with them that weep. Real Christian friendship necessarily involves the emotions.
Christian friendships so connect us emotionally
to others that some guard their hearts for fear of
getting hurt should the relationship deteriorate.
Perhaps friend groups dissolved in the past, and now
we feel as if we have been “replaced” by others. We
feel betrayed. To allow new relationships to grow
is to be emotionally vulnerable. Some find safety
with inauthentic digital games and would rather not
face the real world of relationships. They never have
deep relationships because they go through life too
guarded. Nobody can break into them. Here’s what
C. S. Lewis in The Four Loves has to say about that:
“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything
and your heart will be wrung and possibly broken.
BEACON LIGHTS AUGUST, 2020
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value John more or feel closer to John than to the
If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you
other disciples? It seems to be so. Christ knew whom
must give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap
he loved most by his attachment to them; and that
it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries;
disciple knew it too. Emotions communicate value
avoid all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket
to us, but that communication flows out to others
or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket, safe,
as well.
dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It will not be
Jesus communicated his valuing of others in an
broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable,
interesting way at Lazarus’ tomb. Jesus wept. Jesus
irredeemable.”
got emotional. We don’t read of Jesus weeping en
Christian young men, women want your hearts.
route from Bethany to Jerusalem as he walked with
To be handy, humorous, and handsome will only get
his disciples. Jesus does not seem to have wept at
you so far with the future mothers of Israel. To tie the
receiving the knowledge of Lazarus’ sickness and
knot you have to be emotionally involved. Christian
death. Our Lord knew he was going to raise Lazarus
husbands, your wives need your hearts. To keep
from the dead, so there was not the pain of personal
the knot tightly tied, be emotionally attached. Love
separation. But when first
without
dissimulation.
Martha and then Mary
Genuinely weep with that
wept, then Jesus could
woman. Rejoice with her, Christian young men, women want
not contain himself, and
too.
your hearts. To be handy, humorous,
he wept too. Remember
Christian
marriages and handsome will only get you
that Jesus loved Mary
experience times of difand Martha (John 11:5).
ficulty. Partners can grow so far with the future mothers of
Martha was the industriapart and be estranged. Israel. To tie the knot you have to
ous one who was working
Being confronted with a be emotionally involved. Christian
in the home, but Mary
wife’s lack of love, a hus- husbands, your wives need your
loved Jesus and clung to
band may come up with hearts. To keep the knot tightly tied,
his words. Not when just
a long list of all that he
be
emotionally
attached.
Love
without
Martha was near Jesus,
does in the home, in the
but when Mary joined
yard, and with the kids, dissimulation. Genuinely weep with
Martha, did Jesus weep.
and how he helps his wife. that woman. Rejoice with her, too.
“When Jesus therefore
But conspicuously lacksaw her (Mary) weeping,
ing from that list will be
and
the
Jews
also
weeping
which came with her,
emotional connections, the sharing of life from the
he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled” (John
heart. Christian friendships are heartfelt. They are
11:33). Then Jesus wept. Jesus valued, loved, was
emotional.
emotionally attached to Mary and Martha. Seeing
Emotions Communicate Value
their great grief, he was touched by their infirmities
God created us with emotions. God never proand wept with them. He wept with those who wept
duces an aspect of creation without reason or intent.
because he loved them. Emotions, both seen and
One purpose of emotions is to tie us relationally to
unseen, communicated value. No doubt Mary and
others; another is to inform us and others of our
Martha remembered for the rest of their lives that
values. Emotions communicate. When we value our
day when Jesus wept with them. He communicated
car we have an emotional response when it is damvalue in that weeping.
aged. The same is true in our Christian friendships.
Emotions Motivate Us to Action
Our emotions inform us of the Christian friendA final way that emotions aid Christian friendships that we most value by our emotions. Although
ships is that they motivate us to action. We ought
we are called to love all, we value some members of
to mind our emotions. Christian young people,
the body more than others. The husband and wife
maintain and invest in your relationships, especially
love one another more deeply than they love other
those that touch you.
members of the church. We value them more. We are
The church is designed by God to include many
emotionally involved with them to a greater extent.
members whose bowels of compassion are not shut.
I’m fascinated by the fact that there was a “disciple
We have emotions that stir us up. We give bread to
whom Jesus loved.” What does that mean? Does not
the hungry, we clothe the naked, and we give cups
God love all Christians equally? Did the man Jesus
6
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of cold water to our thirsty friends. Good, genuine,
godly emotions drive us to unselfish action, and by
those actions we serve Christ. Think about that.
God gave us emotions that drive us to serve Christ!
Inevitable fruits of faith. We live in community with
his body. Listen to your emotions. Be stirred up.
Love one another. Love Christ.
A Concluding Warning
We praise God for the good gift of emotions. Our
emotions drive us to action, communicate value to
us, and help knit us together. But the reality is that
we live in a fallen world, and our emotions did not
escape the fall. Some teen boys and girls react to
their emotions in negative ways. Teen boys are quick
to fight, while teen girls are quick to become jealous or feel betrayed. The high school drama that
results from friends sitting by others in the library,
or hanging out with others on weekends, or even
vacationing with others is shameful. We ought to
rejoice that more friendships are being made rather
than being jealous and overly possessive of “our”
friends. Although emotions drive us to jealousy and
anger, logic would lead us to understand that the

members of the body are being knit together with
more and more bonds. Our emotional reactions distort the work that Christ is doing in his body. We
need to learn to live life less defensively. Sometimes
we need to learn to share our friends with Christ.
Wisdom demands that we engage with our emotions rather than react to them. As much as possible,
notice that an emotion is affecting you. Next, evaluate that emotion. Ask yourself why you are feeling
like that. Is there a righteous origin, or is it of sin?
Finally, act purposefully. Don’t be quick to speak or
quick to wrath (James 1:19).
Acknowledgement
Many of these ideas are not my own but instead
were found in a book about emotions called
Untangling Emotions by J. Alasdair Groves and
Winston T. Smith. You may want to add this book
to your summer reading list.
Jon teaches at Covenant Christian High School in
Grand Rapids, MI and attends Zion Protestant
Reformed Church in Jenison, Michigan with his
family.

Connor Courtney

Friendship
Covenantal
Protestant Reformed young people, the precious
doctrine of the covenant is one of the first things
that should come to our minds when we speak of
friendship. God in his infinite love has established
and maintains a relationship of friendship, fellowship, and communion with his people. “And I will
make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will
not turn away from them, to do them good; but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not
depart from me” (Jer. 32:40).
The covenant determines the boundaries of
friendship. The Holy Spirit creates a spiritual bond
of friendship, fellowship, and communion among
God’s people in the covenant (Eph. 4:3). True friendship or oneness is a spiritual bond: one body, one
Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
and one God and Father of all (Eph. 4:4–6).
The wonder of God’s grace is manifested in that
he makes a physically diverse church one in Christ:

male and female, rich and poor, old and young. You
and I have a spiritual bond of friendship with the
youngest child or the most aged saint in the church.
Young people, do you step outside “your group” at
church to talk with the young children or even the
aged saints?
The temptation, young people, in establishing friendships is to look at ourselves or even our
neighbors to find common ground on which to build
friendships. How often has the thought crossed
your mind at school or at church, “I have nothing
in common with that person.” Perhaps they have no
interest in sports and the latest game scores. Perhaps
they do not have a similar level of athletic ability.
Perhaps they do not have a similar sense of style or
any style at all. Perhaps you do not share common
friends with them, and they are not in your social
circle.
Do you think spiritually and covenantally when
you think about friendship, or has the thinking of
BEACON LIGHTS AUGUST, 2020
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the world influenced your thoughts? God has established a relationship of friendship not only with you,
but also a relationship of friendship among all those
in the covenant. God has sanctified you, made you
holy, and set you apart from sin, the devil, and the
wicked world to live in covenant fellowship with him
and his people. Walk as children of the covenant.
Antithetical
The covenant determines the boundaries of friendship. The covenant determines who our friends are
and who our friends may be. The doctrine of the
covenant means all those who are in the covenant
are our friends. The doctrine of the covenant also
means that those who are outside the covenant
cannot and may not be our friends.
Young people, friendship with those outside the
covenant is a futile and destructive effort. The Holy
Spirit not only creates true oneness, but also creates
separation or an antithesis between those who are
not spiritually one. “And I will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel” (Gen. 3:15).
The doctrine of the antithesis is intensely practical
especially when it comes to friendships. “Be ye not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness?
and what communion hath light with darkness?” (2
Cor. 6:14).

Communion in the light
The positive calling of the antithesis is to be
equally yoked with believers, to have fellowship with
those who have been made righteous by the blood
of Christ, and to have communion in the light of
the truth. Christian friends are accountable to God
and his law and accountable to each other. God has
given us his law as a guide for a thankful, holy life in
the covenant. Does God’s law guide your behavior
and the behavior of your friends? Do you discuss
how God’s law applies to situations in which you
and your friends find yourselves?
Undoubtedly a very difficult requirement of love
and Christian friendship is to receive admonition
from a friend when you are not walking according
to God’s law. Perhaps an even more difficult part of
accountability in friendship is to admonish a friend
who is walking in sin. Sometimes, it is hard for us
to remember that admonishing a friend who walks
in sin is true love—love for his soul. “Let him know,
that he which converteth the sinner from the error of
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide
a multitude of sins” (James 5:20).
Young men and women, do your friendships glorify God? By the grace of God, may we strive to
glorify our God and covenant friend in our relationships. John 15:13: “Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
Connor is a student at Covenant Christian High
School and attends Byron Center Protestant
Reformed Church with his family.

Rev. Andy Lanning

God as covenant Friend
God is the covenant friend of his people. Abraham
“was called the Friend of God” (James 2:23), for
God said about Abraham and his seed, “But thou,
Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen,
the seed of Abraham my friend” (Isa. 41:8). Jehovah
“spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh
unto his friend” (Ex. 33:11). The church confesses
about God, her divine husband, “This is my beloved,
and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem”
(Song of Sol. 5:16).
It is especially in Jesus Christ that the church sees
God as her covenant friend. Jesus spoke that way
to his disciples: “And I say unto you my friends…”
8

BEACON LIGHTS AUGUST, 2020

(Luke 12:4). Jesus said about Lazarus, “Our friend
Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him
out of sleep” (John 11:11). Our Lord says to us,
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you. Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have
called you friends; for all things that I have heard
of my Father I have made known unto you”(John
15:14–15).
God is the covenant friend of his people.
But what does that mean? What is a friend? And
what can it possibly mean that God is our friend?
There are two ideas to being a friend. One is

obvious; the other is perhaps not so obvious. The
first and obvious idea of friendship is the bond of
fellowship that exists between two friends. Friends
spend time together, friends talk together, friends
look forward to seeing each other. Friends have a
bond, and friends commune. Even Merriam-Webster
defines a friend in terms of this bond and this fellowship: “one attached to another by affection or
esteem.”
Scripture certainly speaks of friendship according
to this bond of fellowship, and calls it God’s covenant. To Abraham God says, “And I will establish
my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after
thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee”
(Gen. 17:7). Do you hear the language of friendship
there? “I am your God.” That is the way a friend
talks. A husband and wife say in that very close
friendship that is marriage, “I am yours, and you are
mine.” That is the language of God in his covenant.
About God and his church, the psalmist writes:
“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him;
and he will shew them his covenant” (Ps. 25:14). Do
you hear the language of friendship there? Jehovah
tells a secret to his people, which secret is his covenant and his love. Literally, the word “secret” means
“cushion.” The figure is of two friends sitting on a
couch together, speaking their hearts and minds to
each other, or even a husband and wife, with their
heads on the same pillow, talking and whispering.
In close intimacy, God is the covenant friend of his
people, revealing himself and his love to his church.
In his covenant friendship with his church, God
dwells with us and brings us into his home. He does
that now already by dwelling in our hearts by his
Spirit. “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father” (Rom.
8:15). He also does that now by assembling us in
his presence in worship, for the church is the temple
of God. “In whom ye also are builded together for
an habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph.
2:22). God also prepares an eternal home in glory
for us, where we will forever dwell in fellowship
with him. “And I heard a great voice out of heaven
saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God” (Rev. 21:3). Do you hear the language of
friendship in all of this? God dwells with us; he lives
with us; he abides with us. This is the behavior of a
friend. This is the language of fellowship. God is the
covenant friend of his people.

How can such fellowship be? God is God, and we
are dust! Will the majestic King of kings dwell with
dust? God is holy, and we are sinful! Will the pure
and righteous Jehovah befriend sinners and rebels?
Yes! Yes he will! The whole word of God testifies
that God is indeed our friend! And the whole word
of God also testifies how it is that God is our friend:
through Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son. By the
incarnation of our mediator, the Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14). The eternal
Word, the second person of the Trinity, came into
our dust and united it to himself! He is Emmanuel,
God with us! By the death of the mediator, all our
sins were covered in the sight of God, and we were
redeemed from sin and death to serve the living
God. “How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God? And for this cause he
is the mediator of the new testament, that by means
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions
that were under the first testament, they which are
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb. 9:14–15). God is the covenant friend
of his people through Jesus Christ!
The second idea of friendship, which is perhaps
not so obvious at first, is that friendship is costly. It
is pleasant to be a friend, but it is not easy to be a
friend. To be a friend, a true friend, means suffering with a friend through his trial, bearing a friend’s
reproach when she is despised, sticking by the friend
when it would be easier or safer for one personally
to end the friendship. Even unbelievers recognize
that hard times reveal who your true friends are.
How much more so for believers, who know the true
love of God to them, and to whom God gives a true
love for God and the neighbor. That true love of
true friendship is full of sacrifice and self-denial and
service of the friend.
The Bible speaks of the costliness of friendship. “A
man that hath friends must shew himself friendly.”
And how does one show himself friendly? Not only
by being a nice, pleasant person, which is fine in
itself; but by sticking with one’s friend even when
your friend’s own family forsakes him. “A man that
hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there
is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Prov.
18:24). The cost of friendship is sharing in your
friend’s reproach.
The cost of friendship is also being willing to
rebuke a friend who is erring, thus wounding him,
or being willing to be rebuked by a friend when you
are erring. “Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but
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the kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Prov. 27:6).
When everyone else is willing to tolerate and excuse
sin, a faithful friend is willing to wound the sinner
through rebuke. Those who tolerate sin show themselves to be enemies, not friends. When the church
world today tolerates and even praises divorce and
remarriage, it shows itself to be an enemy of the
divorced and remarried, who perish as impenitent
adulterers. Only those who rebuke the divorced and
remarried to their wounding show themselves to be
true friends, seeking the true good of their neighbors
in true love for them.
Our Lord Jesus Christ suffered as our covenant
friend. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom.
5:8). “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). God’s love of true
covenant friendship sacrificed his only begotten
Son for our salvation. Christ’s love of true covenant
friendship was full of sacrifice and self-denial and
service of us.
We will also suffer as the covenant friends of God.
We will suffer the hatred and enmity of the world
against us for our friendship with God. “Remember
the word that I said unto you, The servant is not

greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me,
they will also persecute you; if they have kept my
saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things
will they do unto you for my name’s sake, because
they know not him that sent me” (John 15:20–21).
“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his
life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for
my sake shall find it” (Matt. 16:24–25).
Oh yes, there is a cost to being God’s covenant
friend. But what a little cost it is! It is only our life
and only our self, which is nothing! It is only the
world and all that is in it, which is nothing! It is
only a lifetime of afflictions, which are light and are
only for this present time and are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us! How happily we suffer that cost! For to be a
friend of God in his holy covenant and to know his
love in Jesus Christ is better than life. Our friend
Jesus Christ gave his life to redeem us unto God, so
that we now joyfully offer ourselves unto him.
What a blessed thing: God is the covenant friend
of his people!
Rev. Lanning is the pastor of Byron Center
Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center,
Michigan.

Rev. Matt Kortus

Lessons from the Friendship of David and
Jonathan
And Jonathan Saul’s son arose, and went to David
into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God.
And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul
my father shall not find thee; and thou shalt be king
over Israel, and I shall be next unto thee; and that
also Saul my father knoweth. And they two made
a covenant before the Lord: and David abode in
the wood, and Jonathan went to his house (1 Sam.
23:16–18).
The friendship between David and Jonathan is the
outstanding biblical example of a godly friendship. Thus it serves as a model for us as Christians.
Specifically, the friendship between these two men
sheds light on what to look for in our friends and,
10
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more importantly, how to be a godly friend to others.
Scripture describes the friendship between David
and Jonathan as a covenant. We read that in 1
Samuel 18:3: “Then Jonathan and David made a
covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.”
This shows that there was a bond of love connecting
these two men together. Jonathan and David were
committed to one another, and they enjoyed fellowship together.
The basis for their friendship was their shared
trust in Jehovah. Recall how Jonathan approached
a Philistine garrison, saying to his armorbearer, “It
may be the Lord will work for us: for there is no
restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few” (1
Sam. 14:6). David made a similar confession of trust

when he said to Saul regarding Goliath, “The Lord
that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out
of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the
hand of this Philistine” (1 Sam. 17:37). David and
Jonathan each loved and trusted in Jehovah. Their
relationship to their God then served as the basis for
their friendship with each other.
While there are a number of passages that speak
of the friendship between these two men, my favorite is the one recorded in 1 Samuel 23:16–18, quoted
at the beginning of this article. It records Jonathan’s
act of love to go out to David during a time of need in
order to strengthen David’s hand in God. This was
necessary, for David was on the run for his life, fleeing from his father-in-law Saul. While David was in
the rocky and wooded wilderness of Ziph, Jonathan
came to him to provide spiritual encouragement for
his friend. Specifically, he reminded David of God’s
promise to him that he would be the next king. In
light of that promise, Jonathan could tell him not to
fear; Saul would not be able to lay his hands on him.
This incident highlights the strength and the
importance of this friendship. Thus, it teaches us
several important lessons regarding friendship.
First, friends provide spiritual encouragement.
This is the very heart of what godly friends do, even
as Jonathan does here. That means friendship is
more than merely hanging out together. It is more
than sharing the same interests and hobbies. Instead,
godly friends seek to build one another up. They try
to help one another grow and mature spiritually.
Or to use the language of verse 16, godly friends
strengthen each other’s hands in God.
That means someone who is not capable of doing
this should not be your friend in the true sense of
the word. I am not talking about someone who is
shy or timid. But I am talking about an unbeliever.
An unbeliever is not capable of strengthening your
hand in God. Rather than pointing you to God, an
unbeliever will only ever draw you away from God.
Therefore, such an individual should not be someone
with whom you pursue or maintain a friendship.
Second, friends are not a spiritual crutch but a
gift from God. It was not a weakness on David’s part
that he needed a friend to encourage him during a
difficult time. Nor should we ever think that we are
somehow inferior as Christians when the same holds
true for us. For godly friends are a gift from God,
who often uses them as instruments in his hand to
strengthen us.
Third, friends speak God’s word to one another.
Jonathan spoke God’s promises to David. This is a
reminder to us that the primary way to encourage

each other is by using God’s word. This does not
mean we need to have profound insights into God’s
word or be able to articulate deep theological truths
in order to do this. Instead, it can be as simple as
drawing from a passage that is meaningful to us and
explaining the comfort and encouragement that we
derive from it.
Fourth, friends love at all times. As Proverbs 17:17
states, “A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is
born for adversity.” We see this in Jonathan: he was
not a fair-weather friend. He did not maintain his
friendship with David only when times were good
or simply because it might have some perks for him
down the road when David became king. Thus,
a godly friend does not change when the circumstances of life change. We are to be friends to others
both in the good times and the bad, sharing both the
joys of life as well as the sorrows.
Fifth, friends seek out those in need. Jonathan
went looking for David in the wilderness, leaving
comfort and security behind by doing so. So also we
should go to those needing encouragement. I think
too often we assume, “If he wants help or needs
someone to talk to, he will let me know—he will
send me a text.” But there is a danger that we can
become too passive as friends. At times, we need to
take the initiative and go to others in need.
Sixth, such friends can be two men. We are talking about the friendship between two fully grown
men in the prime of their lives. Therefore, we must
never think that it is embarrassing for men to have
such a relationship. We might be tempted to think
this, for we live in a world that champions a sort of
rugged individualism for men. For the world, being
a man is all about being some macho independent.
But the biblical model is quite different. Young men,
we are engaged in spiritual warfare; we are men
under fire. We need godly male friends—fellow soldiers who can help and encourage us in this spiritual
battle.
Young people, I hope you have such godly friends.
If not, then the lesson from this article is to be a
Jonathan-like friend to others. As Proverbs 18:24
teaches, “A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer
than a brother.” In other words, focus on being a
friend to others, taking the initiative to make new
friendships or to strengthen your existing friendships. As you do so, follow the biblical model of
David and Jonathan.
Rev. Kortus is the pastor of Hope Protestant
Reformed Church in Redlands, California.
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Elijah Roberts

Friendship with unbelievers
The title of the present article ought to incite a certain reaction in the heart of the regenerated believer.
Friendship with unbelievers? God forbid! Indeed,
there is no such thing as friendship with unbelievers.
Why is this so? In this article, I call your attention
to three points related to the topic of the title. First,
what is friendship? Second, who are unbelievers?
And third, what is our positive calling?
Friendship in scripture is defined as a spiritual
bond that consists of the qualities of love and affection. The noun philia1 in the New Testament is used
in James 4:4 and carries the idea of being intimately
acquainted with and spiritually involved in the
object of the friendship. The Old Testament noun
for friendship is even more rich. Proverbs 22:24 uses
this noun, depicting the concept of getting involved
with, being mixed up with, and joining oneself to
the other object. Friendship is a spiritual reality.
James speaks of friendship with the world as spiritual adultery. What does he mean by this? To be a
friend of the world is not only to adopt the lusts and
affections of the world, but also to get involved with
and render oneself a companion of the people of that
world. Just as a believer is one who is “not of the
world” (see John 17:14), so also the unbeliever is “of
the world.” Therefore, James concludes that there is
no friendship between the two. The two can never
become one. Even to attempt to make friendship
with the unbeliever is to set oneself up as the enemy
of God.2
An unbeliever is one who is without faith or trust
in Jesus Christ. In the world, there are only two kinds
of people: believers and unbelievers. The unbeliever
does not “hold for truth all that God has revealed…
in his word”3 but rather suppresses the knowledge
1 The noun is related to the Greek word philadelphia,
which signifies brotherly love.
2 Common grace and all that it promotes goes against
the grain of the teaching of scripture in the matter of
friendship with the world. Common grace must needs
cut James 4:4 out of the Bible in order to maintain its
“Christianizing the world” agenda by making common
cause with the unbelieving world.
3 Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 21.
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of God and holds the truth in unrighteousness.
One who does not hold for truth all that God has
revealed in his word is an unbeliever. We are bound
not only to regard belligerent atheists and all members of cults and false religions as unbelievers, but
also many who even go by the name “Christian”
today in the modern church world. Arminians,
Dispensationalists, Pentecostals, Roman Catholics,
free-will Baptists, and the like are, as an organic
whole, unbelievers. In unbelief, these groups oppose
Christ and commend free will, thereby rendering
themselves unbelieving with respect to the truth of
the gospel of sovereign grace. Can we get ourselves
involved with and join ourselves together in love
and affection with those whom God does not? If
Jehovah God is not the friend of the unbeliever, then
how can his people be?
As a spiritual reality, friendship is exclusive. The
apostle says, “Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14). From this we derive
our positive calling, to be equally united with believers. God has made a covenant of friendship in Jesus
Christ with those who believe. David writes, “The
secret4 of the Lord is with them that fear him; and
he will shew them his covenant” (Ps. 25:14). The
“secret” and the “covenant” are synonymously identified with one another, indicating that the essence
of God’s covenant is friendship. Not only does God
have friendship with himself in his own triune life,
but he also “shews” or reveals it unto us so that we
taste and see that he is good. Not with the unbeliever,
who has no fear of God before his eyes, but with the
believer in a true church of Christ is our friendship.
“To the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight,” the sweet psalmist
sings (Ps. 16:3). This calling is very practical for us
young people. Soberly, we should reflect on our own
lives and ask, “Are we seeking out friendship with
those who do not show themselves to be friends of
God, whether in doctrine or practice?” This reflection also applies to the kinds of music, media, and

4 This noun speaks of confidential conversation and
intimate fellowship. Some translations render “secret” as
“friendship” (see ESV).

entertainment that the unbelieving world promotes
(see 1 John 2:15–17). Positively, we young brothers
and sisters in the church must be encouraged in the
truth that we are God’s friends, and if God’s friends
then enemies of the world.
Although we cannot have friendship with unbelievers, we surely can and must call our unbelieving
neighbors to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.
We do this not by becoming their friends, for then
we would become God’s enemies, but rather “by our
godly conversation others may be gained to Christ.”5

As God’s friends, we live out of the principle of election by grace, and we are no better than the unbelieving world which perishes. In gratitude we give
praise to God that he has made us his friends “while
we were yet sinners” (Rom. 5:8) and now calls us to
oppose all that is wicked and ungodly until he shall
come again to judge all the secrets of men according
to the blessed gospel.
Elijah attends Southwest Protestnat Reformed
Church in Wyoming, Michigan with his wife, Paula.

5 Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 86.
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“press toward the mark…”
(Philippians 3:14)
August 8

Read Ecclesiastes 1:1–11

What is the meaning of life? This is the question that
Solomon sought the answer to when he wrote the
book of Ecclesiastes. As he nears the end of his life
and reign as king of Israel, Solomon reflects on his
own experiences in order to instruct the people of
Israel (and us) on what kind of life is worth living.
At times, the book of Ecclesiastes can be difficult to
understand. It is an example of wisdom literature, a
style of writing that was very popular in Solomon’s
day. Wisdom literature contains literary devices such
as poetry, parallelism, and figurative imagery. It is
not always meant to be taken literally but requires
the reader to think critically and interpret the text in
light of the rest of Scripture.
Ecclesiastes is comprised of four sermons. Within
each sermon, Solomon approaches the question
of the meaning of life from two different perspectives—that of natural man and that of a child of
God. As you read each section of verses, noticing
which perspective Solomon is speaking from will
really help you in making sense of the text. In
the introductory poem found in today’s passage,
notice how it emphasizes the futility of life from an
unredeemed person’s perspective by describing the
unending cycles of nature, the repetition of history,
and the vanity of man’s accomplishments. Sing or
pray Psalter #373.

August 9

Read Ecclesiastes 1:12–18

As Solomon begins his first sermon, he points out
the worthlessness of pursuing earthly knowledge.
Solomon was the wisest man of his time, yet even he
was not satisfied by what he discovered. The more
he learned, the more he realized just how much
he did not know. Today we have more knowledge
at our fingertips than any other generation before
us. But still there remain problems that cannot be
solved and mysteries that even the most intelligent
scientists cannot figure out. Man will never be able
to find the answers to all the questions of this life.
Even the smartest men are only a dim shadow of our
all-knowing Creator.
This does not mean that we should not take
learning seriously. Gaining knowledge about God’s
creation is a worthwhile endeavor. Earthly knowledge teaches us more about our Creator and enables
us to better serve and glorify him in our various
callings on this earth. But the pursuit of knowledge
must not be used to as a tool to make us feel more
in control of our lives. True peace comes only when
we acknowledge our limitations and trust our limitless God who governs all things. Sing or pray Psalter
#399.
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August 10

Read Ecclesiastes 2:1–3

Finding no satisfaction in pursuing knowledge,
Solomon then attempted to seek satisfaction in various forms of pleasure and amusement. With his vast
wealth and power, Solomon likely had access to all
the best entertainment, food, and wine that was
available at that time. But depending on pleasures
such as comedy and alcohol to give his life meaning
still left Solomon discontent in the end.
Distracting yourself with entertainment is a terrible waste of the limited time that you have on this
earth. Playing the newest addicting game on your
phone for hours on end, binge watching the latest
series on Netflix, or spending every weekend going
to concerts or clubs are all modern-day examples
of the type of amusement that Solomon is referring
to. Losing yourself in mindless entertainment or
mood-altering substances and constantly seeking
out new experiences to distract you from your life
may give a temporary high, but no lasting comfort.
You will still wake up the next morning with the
same problems, having only ignored them for a little
while. Sing or pray Psalter #400.
August 11

Read Ecclesiastes 2:4–11

Solomon goes on in these verses to describe his
massive collection of houses, vineyards, gardens,
orchards, pools, forests, servants, cattle, silver and
gold, and musical instruments, indicating that he
lived in the lap of luxury. If anyone should have been
happy, it was Solomon. He had everything that he
could ever want. But all these possessions left him
with only a short-lived sense of accomplishment and
no permanent satisfaction.
The advertising industry spends millions of dollars convincing us that we need that new house, car,
boat, phone, or pair of shoes. They sell the lie that
self-indulgence will make you happy and your life
will not be complete without this one thing. But it
is important for Christians to remember that all
these things have no eternal value. How much of
your time and money do you spend on accumulating
things that are ultimately useless? How can you seek
things of eternal value instead? Sing or pray Psalter
#304.
August 12

Read Ecclesiastes 2:12–17

Solomon was well aware that he was wiser than
most men. He recognized that the way of wisdom
was preferable to foolishness. A wise man is able
14
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to make good decisions and prepare well for the
future, while a foolish man is often blindsided by
the circumstances of his life. Any success a foolish
man has is merely by chance. But the advantages of
wisdom do not last forever. At death, the wise man
is not better off than the foolish man.
The sober reality of death puts all of our earthly
goals and accomplishments into perspective. From a
solely earthly point of view, this filled Solomon with
bitterness (v. 17). What is the point of becoming the
most successful person in the world if you are just
going to die like everyone else and be forgotten? This
serves as a good reminder to us that excelling above
others does you no good in the end. Is being better
than others an idol in your life? Reevaluate your priorities in light of what has lasting, eternal value and
what is only temporary. Sing or pray Psalter #188.
August 13

Read Ecclesiastes 2:18–23

It is interesting to note that the words “labour” or
“laboured” are used eight times in this section of
verses. Solomon did not only spend his life obtaining knowledge and possessions, he also worked hard
in his kingdom, building, investing, and producing.
Yet the thought of all he had accomplished fills him
with despair. Was all the effort worth it? Who knew
what kind of man would inherit this empire? And
what would his successor do with it all?
It is very easy to spend your whole life working
and worrying about what you want to accomplish
on this earth, building your own empire just like
Solomon did. Many would recognize this as an
admirable use of your time, but in the end what does
it really get you? Think about what most occupies
your time. What do you work the hardest on and
spend the most time thinking about? Is it something
that serves the kingdom of God or your own personal kingdom? Sing or pray Psalter #305.
August 14

Read Ecclesiastes 2:24–26

Up to this point, Solomon has emphasized the
unhappiness and dissatisfaction that all of mankind
experiences as they labor on this earth under the
effects of the fall. But here his perspective shifts as
God is brought into the picture. Although God’s
chosen people still live the same hard life plagued
with sin that the rest of the world does, their perspective is different because God gives them joy.
James 1:17 reminds us that “Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above”. God blesses the
faithful labor of his children with enjoyment. True
satisfaction in our labors cannot be obtained on

our own. It only comes by the hand of our heavenly
Father.
When you feel satisfaction in completing a project
to the best of your ability, that satisfaction is a gift
from God. When you take pleasure in eating a delicious meal that you have prepared, that pleasure is a
gift from God. When you feel happiness after helping a neighbor in need, that happiness is a gift from
God. Thank God today for the gift of enjoyment
and ask him to help you see the joy in everything
that you do. Sing or pray Psalter #7.
August 15

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1–8

The events of our lives do not always happen the
way that we want them to. From our tiny human
perspective, it often feels as though God has messed
up and let things get out of control. Because we do
not know what God knows, his timing does not
always make sense to us. But the God who invented
time does not operate according to our preferred
timelines. Instead, he is working all things according to his own perfect plan. In the previous chapter,
Solomon asked, “What it the point of it all?” Here
we find the answer—there is a point in everything.
Everything that God does happens at exactly
the right time. He is never early or late. He never
forgets about something that should have gotten
done. He is never in a hurry to meet a deadline. He
is always in perfect control of what is going on. He
has preordained “a time to every purpose under the
heaven” (v. 1). What an unbelievable comfort this
is for the believer! We can be confident that every
sorrow and hurt that we experience is not pointless,
but purposeful. “And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose” (Rom.
8:28). Sing or pray Psalter #401.
August 16

Read Ecclesiastes 3:9-15

I like to keep an index card with 1 Corinthians
15:58 written on it sitting on my windowsill over
the kitchen sink. This verse reads, “Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord”.
As I wash dishes and clean up the kitchen over and
over again, day after day, this verse reminds me that
there is a purpose to even my most mundane, everyday jobs. Everything has a purpose. Even the most
boring task like washing the dishes is meaningful
because it is part of God’s beautiful, perfect plan.
It can be tempting to find your value in how

important the world considers your job to be. But
it does not matter whether you are a doctor or the
one who cleans the bathrooms at the hospital, you
are vitally important. As a child of God, your worth
is not found in what you can accomplish, but what
God is accomplishing through you. Rejoice in what
God has given you to do, no matter how meaningless it seems, because your faithful labor serves his
divine purposes. Sing or pray Psalter #28.
August 17

Read Ecclesiastes 3:16–22

At the beginning of his second sermon, Solomon
returns to his “under the sun” perspective and
bemoans that fact that injustice prevails even in
the courts of law. Sin has permeated every part of
life on this earth. Because of this, even the justice
system, set up specifically to uphold justice, is at
times unjust. Solomon goes on to reason that maybe
God is permitting all this injustice to show men that
they are really no better than animals, despite their
superior intelligence. All men will eventually die,
decay, and return to the dust just like animals do.
How grim life is for those who do not believe!
How terrible it is to truly wonder, is this it? Is there
an afterlife? Am I no better than an animal? It is only
by grace that the believer is able to realize that there
is more and have hope when facing the difficulties
of life in a sinful, dying world. Be thankful for the
promise of eternal life and the comfort it provides
God’s people as they live on this earth and deal with
the effects of sin such as injustice and moral decay.
Sing or pray Psalter #215.
August 18

Read Ecclesiastes 4:1–3

Life is full of oppression. People regularly abuse
the power they have over others. Dictators oppress
nations. The rich oppress the poor. Employers
oppress employees. Aliens and immigrants are
oppressed. Orphans and widows are oppressed.
Even those who are of equal economic standing
oppress each other by cheating and stealing. In such
a world, how can anyone find joy and happiness?
Solomon wonders if maybe those who were never
born are better off.
The brutality of sinful men in this life shows the
necessity of an afterlife and coming judgment. Our
hope cannot be in this life because it is hopeless. But
we can trust that Jesus is coming again. He will judge
the oppressive for their cruelty and they will be punished everlastingly, even if they never received punishment in this life for their deeds. Matthew 18:6–7
speaks of this promise when it says, “But whoso
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shall offend one of these little ones which believe
in me, it were better for him that a millstone were
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned
in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because
of offences! for it must needs be that offences come;
but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!”
Sing or pray Psalter #198.
August 19

Read Ecclesiastes 4:4–8

Solomon goes on in chapter four to show the vanity
of working hard for purely selfish reasons. He does
this by describing a lonely workaholic. This man
has no companions because he is so obsessed with
working hard and earning money. But what has it
gained him? What is the point of having wealth if
you have no one to share it with?
Most of you young men will someday be husbands and fathers. It is important to take seriously
your calling to provide for your family, but still
remember to keep a proper balance between work
and home life. Do not let the pursuit of financial
security for your family become an obsession that
takes you away from them. I have never heard a
father look back on his life and say that he wished
he had worked more hours when his children were
young. In fact, they usually say just the opposite.
Sing or pray Psalter #360.
August 20

Read Ecclesiastes 4:9–12

From the very beginning, God said, “It is not good
that man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18). The desire
for companionship is a basic human need that God
created us with. Companionship is one of the great
blessings that God has given us to enjoy in this life,
whether it be in marriage, friendship, or Christian
community. And all these relationships are pictures
of the relationship that we need most—a relationship with our heavenly Father through Jesus Christ.
In today’s very individualistic culture, it can be
easy to fool ourselves into thinking that we do not
need other people. But if there is one lesson I learned
from the recent restrictions on gatherings due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, it just how vital companionship is to our physical and spiritual life. We need
people. We need people to bring us the truth of the
gospel when we are struggling with sin. We need
people to hold us up both physically and spiritually
when we are weak. We need people to bring us the
comfort of the gospel when we are in the valley of
grief. Thank God for the gift of Christian community and do not take it for granted. Sing or pray
Psalter #117.
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August 21

Read Ecclesiastes 4:13–16

Solomon tells a story here about a young man who
rises out of prison to become a great, wealthy king.
But as he grows older, he is replaced by another
and left alone with nothing. In the end his achievements were empty and useless. The point of this
parable is that popularity and fame are uncertain
and unpredictable. If you depend on the approval of
others for your own fulfillment you will always be
disappointed.
The world around us creates the illusion that popularity is something to be desired. No matter what
you have to do to become famous (or infamous) it
is worth it. But fame is fickle. How many internet
celebrities can you think of that had millions of followers but said one wrong thing and suddenly they
were nothing? And just like the king in Solomon’s
proverb, someone new was waiting to replace them.
How much effort do you put into seeking the
approval of others? How much time do you spend
cultivating your online image to gain likes and followers? Popularity is not a secure foundation on
which to base your happiness. Think about how you
could use your social media accounts to promote
the glory of God instead of promoting yourself. Sing
or pray Psalter #246.
August 22

Read Ecclesiastes 5:1–7

In contrast to unconverted man’s hopelessness, here
Solomon’s viewpoint shifts dramatically. He turns
our attention away from money, achievement, and
popularity toward God instead. This shift serves as
a reminder that the mind of a child of God should
be focused on heavenly rather than earthly things.
In all aspects of our life, we must strive to serve God
instead of self. Solomon goes on to explain how this
attitude of service manifests itself in how we speak,
when we worship, and also how we speak when
making vows.
When we come to God’s house for worship, we
must come reverently and thoughtfully. We must
focus on how God commands us to worship him
in his word, rather than on what we want to do or
what makes us feel most comfortable and engaged.
Worship must not be about showing off to other
people by the words that we say or what we do. Is
your worship characterized by selfishness or by the
proper fear of God? Sing or pray Psalter #222.

August 23

Read Ecclesiastes 5:8–17

Solomon once again returns to the perspective of an
unconverted man to show how completely futile it
is to occupy your whole life with trying to become
rich. Although it may provide a sense of accomplishment and security to have a lot money, riches do not
provide true satisfaction. The desire for more money
can easily become an addiction. A greedy man will
never be content with what he has and will often do
whatever it takes to get more.
Have you ever thought that if you just had more
money it would solve so many of your problems?
Solomon reminds us here that with great wealth
comes great responsibility and even more problems.
Money has the power to tear apart families and
destroy lives. You are as likely to find true comfort in money as you are to grasp the wind! Let us
remember to relegate money to its proper place in
our lives—a gift from God to be used for his glory.
Sing or pray Psalter #97.
August 24

Read Ecclesiastes 5:18–20

At the closing of his second sermon, Solomon once
again underlines the contrast between a person who
lives for God and a person who lives for himself.
Those whose hearts God has powerfully changed
will recognize that every blessing we receive in this
life is not a fruit of our own labor, but a gift from
God. Every single thing that we have comes from
God’s hand and is to be enjoyed, not hoarded or
idolized.
God has not only given us many good gifts but
also the ability to enjoy these good gifts. He has
given you a home to live in with your family and
use to offer hospitality to others. He has given you
money to buy the things that you need and give to
the church. He has given you food to fuel your body
and share with others. When you stop to think about
just how much God has blessed you with, how can
you help but to worship and serve him with everything you have? Sing or pray Psalter #262.
August 25

Read Ecclesiastes 6:1–12

As Solomon begins his third sermon, he examines
life from an unconverted perspective again. He gives
an example of a great tragedy from a human point
of view—a wealthy man who dies before he is able
to enjoy his riches or have a son to inherit his fortune. A stranger ends up with everything that this
man worked so hard to obtain. Then the complete
opposite situation is presented—a man who lives a

long life and is able to have one hundred children.
From an earthly standpoint this life is preferable, but
Solomon recognizes that this man is still no better
off than the one who died young, or even than a
baby who dies in the womb.
Solomon uses these examples to once again reiterate the point that there is no lasting advantage to
any earthly achievements. It is a waste of time to
hope that your wealth will last. It is a waste of time
to hope that wealth will satisfy you. It is a waste of
time to hope that you will be able to find any lasting
satisfaction in this life apart from God. Sing or pray
Psalter #277.
August 26

Read Ecclesiastes 7:1–10

In contrast to the worthlessness of a life of trying to
store up the treasures of this earth, Solomon now
presents some practical wisdom for how to live a
life that is worthwhile. This section of Ecclesiastes
is very reminiscent of the book of Proverbs. He uses
various illustrations to show that the life of a child
of God should be characterized by things such as
honor, seriousness, and restraint instead of selfindulgence, frivolity, and rashness.
The world tries to create the illusion that a life
filled with luxury, mindless entertainment, and
fun is the best life that there is, and they are very
convincing. An easy, meaningless life appeals to our
human nature. But although a difficult life it is not
as pleasant, it brings a greater reward than shallow
pleasures. Are your relationships with your friends
based on simply having fun, or something more
substantial? Do you dare to confront them if they
are sinning, or do you laugh it off and ignore it?
Forming serious, godly friendships takes a lot more
work. But good friendships are a great benefit to
your spiritual life and can lead to lifelong relationships. Sing or pray Psalter #370.
August 27

Read Ecclesiastes 7:11–22

Solomon had more wisdom and more wealth than
any other man of his time. When looking back on
his life he could clearly see that wisdom is preferable
to wealth. It is possible to be both wealthy and wise,
as he was. Yet striving to gain wisdom is a far better
use of time and effort than trying to gain wealth.
Wisdom is key to living a worthwhile life on this
earth instead of one that is characterized by vanity.
Wisdom recognizes that your life is in the hand
of God and is ordered by him according to a perfect
plan. Wisdom recognizes that submission to God’s
will for your life is a much better option than trying
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to rebel against it. Wisdom recognizes that while the
wicked seem to prosper while the righteous suffer,
this is only temporary. Wisdom does not take the
criticisms of others to heart. Follow the famous
example of Solomon and pray that God will give
you wisdom instead of asking for wealth. Sing or
pray Psalter #202.
August 28

Read Ecclesiastes 7:23–8:13

Solomon is confident in the practical advice that he
shares because he learned it the hard way, through
his own life experience. He tried to figure out what
was wise on his own, but fell prey to many temptations along the way, such as wicked women. Women
seemed to be a particular temptation for Solomon,
judging from his 700 wives and 300 concubines. As
we read earlier, he also sought to find satisfaction
in hard work, money, power, and possessions, but
ultimately dismisses them all as vanity.
A truly wise man is rare. This man recognizes the
importance of discretion. He knows that there is a
proper time and procedure for everything, as shown
by the example that Solomon gives of how to behave
in the presence of a king. But most importantly, a
truly wise man knows that a life lived in the fear of
God is far better than one lived in the service of evil.
No one can escape death or the final judgement. In
the end, no matter what you have accomplished on
this earth, the fear of God is what matters in the day
of judgement. Sing or pray Psalter #235.
August 29

Read Ecclesiastes 8:14–17

As Solomon begins his fourth and final sermon, he
highlights the unpredictability of life on this earth.
No man knows exactly what is going to happen
because God’s purposes are unknowable. Romans
11:33 beautifully states this truth when it says, “O
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”.
The realization of the uncertainty of life leads
the unconverted man to throw himself into enjoying
whatever he can while he has the chance. His life
motto is “Eat, drink and be merry!” It leads him
to make decisions purely based on what feels good
at the time or brings the most enjoyment to his life.
What a shallow and depressing life this is! Can you
even imagine? This thought should encourage us in
our personal evangelism as we seek to show others
the only source of true satisfaction—a relationship
with God through Jesus Christ. Sing or pray Psalter
#355.
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August 30

Read Ecclesiastes 9:1–10

While the unconverted man is trying to live life to
the fullest because it is all he has, the child of God
enjoys his life for a completely different reason. God
holds our life in his hand (v. 1). What a comforting
truth this is for the believer! Although we do not
know exactly what the future holds, we know the
character of the one who planned it. We know that
God in his infinite wisdom planned all things for the
good of his people and in the service of his glory.
We have no idea how much time we have on this
earth, so we should make the most of the time that
we do have. Do not waste your time trying to figure
out what is going to happen or try to control things
that only God is in control of. Instead, enjoy your
life as a gift from him. Live joyfully (v. 9) and do
everything to the best of your ability (v. 10) and for
the glory of God. This is the key to a truly fulfilling
life. Sing or pray Psalter #314.
August 31

Read Ecclesiastes 9:11–16

In these verses, Solomon tells a story about a little
city that was besieged by a great king. The situation
was hopeless. But then a poor man uses his wisdom
to save the city. You would think that the story ends
with the poor man being made a ruler in the city or
given a great reward for his service. But instead, we
read that no one remembered the man. His great
deed went unnoticed and unrewarded.
If we expect that everyone who does something
good will be rewarded in this life, we will be very
disappointed. Life on this earth is not fair. People
do not always receive what we think they should
or even what they deserve. Credit does not always
go to those who warrant it. The story of the poor
man’s unrecognized great deed further emphasizes
Solomon’s point that life on this earth is unpredictable. We cannot place our hope in what we think
will happen in the future on this earth. We can only
live for God in the here and now and place our hope
in his promises for eternity. Sing or pray Psalter
#190.
September 1

Read Eccl. 9:17–18; 10:12–14

Just like he did in the second part of the third sermon,
Solomon instructs the people here with more proverbial lessons worth learning about what is wise and
what is foolish. The verses that you read today focus
especially on the wise use of words. He contrasts the
speech of a wise man and a foolish man. The speech
of a wise man is gracious and humble; a wise man

acknowledges what they do not know. The speech
of a foolish man, however, is excessive and prideful.
A foolish man is brashly confident despite his lack of
knowledge.
We live in a day and age where wise speech is
underappreciated. People seem to care more about
how large of a following they can gain than the
content of their message. Take a moment for selfexamination. Is what you are saying online or in
person wise or foolish? Think about your media
consumption as well. Are you being distracted by
the shouts of fools or seeking out the quiet words of
the wise? Sing or pray Psalter #24.
September 2

Read Eccl. 10:2–4; 8–11

Foolishness cannot be hidden. What is in a person’s
heart has a way of making itself known through
their actions. A person who conducts themselves
wisely takes the time to evaluate potential dangers,
proceeds with caution, and prepares properly. In
contrast, a person who conducts themselves foolishly acts hastily without considering what the
outcome might be. The mark of a wise person is
one who uses their mind before they use their hands.
Knowing when it is appropriate to do something is
just as important as knowing how to do it.
As a parent of young children, I can attest to the
fact that wise conduct is not something we are born
with. It must be cultivated by learning from God’s
word and listening to godly instruction from parents, teachers, and other mentors. But even as adults
we will never be perfectly wise. Pray that God will
continue to work in your heart and mind so that
you can make increasingly wise decisions that bring
glory and honor to his name. Sing or pray Psalter
#69.
September 3

Read Eccl. 10:1, 5–7, 15

The glorification of folly is a terrible thing. Solomon
recognized it as “an evil which I have seen under
the sun” (v. 5) when fools are put in positions of
power. This is an evil that continues today. Many
foolish people are elected or promoted to positions
of great leadership. But even more frightening is the
fact that many foolish men and women (so-called
“celebrities”) are idolized and considered role models
by young people. This is not just happening in the
world, but in the church as well.
We were created to be image bearers of God, but
sin has corrupted this good creation. The media that
you consume has more of an influence on you than
you may realize. It has the power to conform you

to the image of the world instead. Think about the
shows and movies that you watch. Are they promoting the glorification of folly or wisdom? Think
about the people that you follow online. Are they
gracious and humble or brash and prideful? Do their
actions reveal a heart of folly or wisdom? Sing or
pray Psalter #60.
September 4

Read Ecclesiastes 10:16–20

At the end of this section of life lessons, Solomon
considers what makes a good ruler of the people.
A ruler that is not lazy or idle is a blessing to the
people they rule over. We see the greatest example
of this in the one who has given all other rulers their
authority. The triune God is always working on
behalf of his people. We read in scripture that he
is constantly upholding all things, working in our
hearts and preparing a place for us in heaven and so
much more. No one could ever accuse God of being
lazy or inactive!
Laziness is a great evil. It is destructive to individuals, families, and communities. Genesis 2:15
reminds us that from the very beginning we were
put on this earth to work and take care of it. Many
passages in the book of Proverbs also warn against
laziness. Yet the world glorifies a life of leisure. They
promote the lie that if you no longer have to work,
then you have finally made it in life. Laziness is not
something for a Christian to aspire to. Rather, we
should aim all our life long to serve God to the best
of our ability. “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23–24).
Sing or pray Psalter #90.
September 5

Read Ecclesiastes 11:1–8

In this section of verses, Solomon used several
proverbs to demonstrate the importance of working
diligently during the limited time that we have on
this earth. For example, he points out in verse 3 that
the usefulness of a cloud is in the fact that it empties itself to water the earth. It is easy to waste time
anxiously wondering exactly what we should do or
speculating on what could happen. But instead of
waiting for ideal conditions to carry out your calling,
just get started! “Cast your bread upon the waters”
(v. 1) and trust that God will make your labors fruitful, even if you do not see a result immediately.
Only God knows the future. Man can try his best
to figure out what will happen using all the information and technology that they have available, but it
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is still just a guess. But even though we do not know
the future, we still know what we need to do in the
present. A farmer sows his seed with the hope that it
will sprout and grow even though he does not know
what the outcome will be. We also must work diligently, give generously, and trust that God holds our
future in his capable hands. Sing or pray Psalter #36.
September 6

Read Ecclesiastes 11:9–12:7

As Solomon concludes his last sermon, he emphasizes the fact that it is important to live in light of
eternity no matter what age you are. He especially
encourages those who are young to serve God now.
He entreats them to use their best years of physical and mental strength in the service of the Lord
instead of squandering it on self-service.
Young people, now is the time to remember that
you belong to God. Now is the time to remember
that it is your duty to present your life as a living
sacrifice to him (Rom. 12:1). Remember God by
spending time in his word and prayer and contemplating all that he has done for you. He will hold you
accountable for the way that you use these years of
your life. Do not think that you can wait until you
are older to turn to him because it may be too late.
Spiritual forgetfulness is a sin that plagues believers
of all ages; you will not become immune to it once

you pass a certain age. Sing or pray Psalter #428 vs.
1–5.
September 7

Read Ecclesiastes 12:8–14

At the end of Ecclesiastes, Solomon reiterates his
original conclusion that “all is vanity” (v. 8). But
then he goes on in the next few verses to explain
why he was divinely inspired to write this book.
Both the words and the style in which the book is
written are intended to capture people’s attention.
His words are meant to impart the true meaning of
life to the people of God so that they do not keep
searching elsewhere for fulfillment. His words are
also intended to spur God’s people to action—to
live their lives for him!
The only life worth living is one that is motivated
by the fear of God. Have a reverent respect for him
because of his greatness and glory. Think about him
in every decision that you make. Live your life in the
awareness of his presence and in a way that pleases
him. Pray that the Lord will put his commandments
in your heart and give you the grace needed to obey
them. By nature, we would be stuck living a life that
is futile, but because of the gospel, we have hope.
Through Jesus, we can live a life that is worthwhile.
Sing or pray Psalter #428 vs. 6–10.

Christian Living Tim Pipe Jr.

The Rider of the Pale Horse is Come
“And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and
his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell
followed with him. And power was given unto
them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill
with sword, and with hunger, and with death,
and with the beasts of the earth” (Rev. 6:8).
“and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in divers places” (Matt. 24:7b).
SARS, MERS, H1N1, Avian flu. And now coronavirus, COVID-19. On December 31, 2019, China
alerted the World Health Organization of several
cases of unusual pneumonia in the port city of
Wuhan. Within a week, the cause was identified as
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a novel virus named 2019-nCoV. Interestingly, this
virus belongs to the same family of viruses, coronaviruses, which cause the common cold. Since that time,
the illness has become more widespread, impacting
several countries. Current statistics as of early July
estimate just over 11,000,000 identified cases and
over 500,000 deaths. The age of technology has
contributed to the rapid spread of information and
misinformation, leading to anxiety and even panic
in regard to this newest epidemic. Social media
posts on which mask or eye protection to buy has
led to long lines at superstores, as individuals stock
up on the necessities in case society grinds to a halt.
We worry as news of second waves and surges come
day after day. Most of this is born from a fear of the

unknown. How widespread is it? How contagious is
it? How fatal is it? What can we do to protect ourselves and our families? Some of our understanding
is limited by the lack of accurate information from
China, where the disease originated. Current estimates place the contagiousness of the disease as one
person with coronavirus will infect 2.2 others, and
the fatality rate at 1–3%. However, these numbers
are skewed by the lack of control measures initially
allowing the virus to spread and the fact that the
disease is likely much more widespread, meaning
many more individuals are infected than we realize.
In comparison, the seasonal flu contagiousness is
generally 1.3 with a fatality rate of .1%, due in large
part to effective widespread vaccine campaigns. The
Spanish flu of 1918 had fatality rates of 2–4% and
infected about 500 million people worldwide, or
one-third of the total population, and resulted in
30 million deaths. COVID-19 appears to be occurring much more frequently in those 50 years old and
older, and fatalities are much more common in those
over 80. It is causing more serious illness in those
with compromised immune systems or underlying
health issues like chronic lung or heart conditions.
So, what can we do? #1. Frequent handwashing is
still one of the most effective measures to prevent
the spread of illness. #2. Avoid ill-appearing individuals. #3. IF you are sick, especially with fevers
and a cough, stay home until the illness has passed.
This reduces the spread to others.
But as Christians, we know that there is much
more going on than statistics and CNN updates on
the latest coronavirus news. We know that all these
things come to pass according to our Father’s good
and perfect plan. In this knowledge, in the face of
such worldwide panic, we take great comfort, the
ultimate comfort, the peace that passeth all understanding. “Of old hast thou laid the foundation of
the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands.
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of
them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt
thou change them, and they shall be changed” (Ps.
102:25–26). “But my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 4:19).
None of these things are new or less anxietyinducing for God’s children. Imagine living in the
world of 1918, when the spread of information was
limited; when everyone knew someone or several
people who died from the flu; when the governor of
Michigan and the state health department shut down
schools and churches; and all this on the heels of the
end of World War I. Christians in that day and age

must have seen the imminent end of all things and
the day of Christ coming tomorrow. “The thing that
hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which
is done is that which shall be done: and there is no
new thing under the sun” (Eccl. 1:9).
In all these world events, including a viral epidemic, we see the rider of the pale horse running.
But he runs not of his own accord. He runs only
on the direction of He who is first; He who sits
upon a white horse. “And I saw heaven opened, and
behold a white horse: and he that sat upon him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he
doth judge and make war” (Rev. 19:11). Christ, our
Savior, the Lamb who was slain, is the rider of the
white horse. He is in control of all things. He hath
conquered all things, including death and the grave.
As His children and by faith alone, we enjoy His victory even now, so that, even as we face the weakness
of the flesh, we have the assurance that these things
have no power over us and these things shall pass
away in that great and glorious day.
“And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And
he said to me, These are they which came out
of great tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb….They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in
the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes”
(Rev. 7:14, 16, 17).
Tim is a member of Southeast Protestant Reformed
Church and a works as a physician assistant in
Wyoming, Michigan.
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Poem Vi De Boer

Jehovah Is Our
Shepherd
Jehovah is our Shepherd; we are his precious sheep.
He cares for us when we’re awake and when we are
asleep.
Though his pastures green are best for me, I often
go astray;
His rod and staff restore my soul to walk in his good
way.
He gives us Living Water as we listen to his Word;
His Spirit dwells within us; by this we are assured.
Jehovah is our Shepherd; to him we belong
As sheep we are feeble; in him we are strong.
We never walk alone; our Shepherd goes before us.
Even in dark shadows, his love is shining o’er us.
When we meet the enemy, as fierce as he may be,
Our Shepherd still assures us, “I am still with thee.”
He pours down his mercies from His abundant store,
Each day our cup of blessing runs over more and
more.
His goodness and his mercy attend me every day
As He gently leads me along my earthly way.
And when finally, I am brought in his great house
to dwell
My Shepherd’s praises I will sing, and all his wonders tell.
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Church News Melinda Bleyenberg

BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Dahlia June, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Derek &
Brittany Koedam—Doon, IA
Harper Jo, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Cameron &
Amy Van Overloop—Grace, MI
Elizabeth Hope, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. David &
Anna Waldorf—Kalamazoo, MI
Travis Alvin, son of Mr. & Mrs. Bruce & Rachael
Koole—Loveland, CO
Madelyn Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Owen &
Rosie Wiersma—Trinity, MI
Dawson Peter, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Cassie
DeVries—Trinity, MI
CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
was made by:
Paige Lubbers—Byron Center, MI
Justin Cleveland—Byron Center, MI
Josie Doezema—Byron Center, MI
Kassie Brands—Edgerton, MN
Micah Fennema—Edgerton, MN
Chris Sooter—Sioux Falls, MI
MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Luke Tilma and Miss Emily Moelker—
Georgetown, MI
Mr. Nathan Koole and Miss Emily Moore—
Loveland, CO
Mr. Elijah Roberts and Miss Paula Kamps—
Southwest, MI
Mr. Jeremy Cnossen and Miss Emily Gritters—
Unity, MI

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

Four Great Things Upon the Earth (3):
The Billy Goat
“There be three things which go well, yea, four are
comely in going: …an he goat also” (Proverbs 30:29,
31).
The billy goat charges forward,
horns curling majestically. The
billy goat doesn’t worry about
anything in his way. Other animals
scatter before him when he runs forward. They fear his horns and his hard
head.
The billy goat slams against a barn
wall. He is angry that the wall is in
his way, so he aims his horns and
runs at the wall again. He rams the
wall over and over again with his horns. The
wall doesn’t move, and that makes the billy goat even
more mad. How dare this wall stand in his way!
But no matter how hard the billy goat rams the
wall, the wall doesn’t move.
The he goat, or, as we call it in English, a buck or
a billy goat, can be a majestic sight. Its long horns
can be straight up and down or have a curve at the
top or curve into big circles by their skulls. When a
billy goat charges, you don’t want to be in his way,
or he will knock you down.
But billy goats can also be mean and stubborn.
On my family’s farm, we once had a billy goat that
would ram his head into the barn wall over and over
again, as if he was angry the barn was in his way. It
is very difficult to lead a goat to go where you want
him to go.
In Bible times, goats were highly prized both for
meat and for milk. Goats were one of the animals
that could be offered to God as a sacrifice (Lev.
4:23–28).
But the picture we most often think of when it
comes to goats is in Matthew 25, where Jesus talks

about dividing the sheep, God’s people, from the
goats, the wicked world (Matt. 25:32–33).
The wicked world is like a billy
goat. It is stubborn and continues in its ways, heedless of
God’s commandments. The
world rams into God’s commandments as if angry God
would dare forbid them from
anything. They might fight against God
all they want, but God and his word will
remain unmoved.
As God’s people, we may be
sheep, but we tend to have goatlike temptations. We tend to be
stubborn and want to go our own way.
We ram our heads against the truth of God’s word,
and we don’t like to be told when we’ve done something wrong.
We need to remember to be sheep-like, not goatlike. We need to trust our Shepherd wherever he
leads us.
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Tricia is a member of Unity Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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