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“I know it’s in here somewhere. I just have to remem-
ber what it looks like and where I put it.”

Everyone has a place in their house where they 
store things that don’t get used very often. Maybe 
it’s an actual storage room in your basement. Maybe 
it’s your garage or a spare bedroom. Maybe you 
have a barn. The point is that you have things that 
you need, but you don’t need them very often. So 
you stuff those things into a box, label the box, and 
place it on a shelf. 

This practice sometimes translates into how we 
live. We like to compartmentalize our lives. We 
have our work life, our home life, our school life, 
and our church life. Sometimes this can be help-
ful. For example, when you get home from work, 
it is important to stop thinking about work because 
your family needs your attention. In other aspects 
of life, compartmentalization is not helpful and can 
even be disastrous at times. One of those areas is 
evangelism. There is no such thing as an evangelism 
box in your life that you simply pull off the shelf 
when needed. Evangelism is a lifestyle.

We can all probably think of specific situations 
where we needed to witness. When we were finished, 
did we pack up our evangelism skills and place them 
back on the shelf? Yes, there are times when we 
“witness of the gospel” in the most common sense 

The Issue at Hand Ryan Kregel

of the term, but we should not view evangelism in 
just this narrow sense. We should not see evangelism 
as something that we do sometimes, and other times 
we do not. Evangelism is a lifestyle.

You are a prophet. You may not be a preacher, 
but you are still a prophet. As a Christian you are 
a prophet because you “confess His name” (Lord’s 
Day 12). You are a prophet because you “shew forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). These are 
not and must not be isolated instances in the life of 
the believer. You must live as a prophet, speaking of 
your Savior in every aspect of your life because he 
has affected every aspect of your life. Yes, there are 
many times when you speak with words, but there 
are just as many, if not more times when you speak 
with your actions. You speak about your Savior with 
how you use the Lord’s Day. You speak about your 
Savior with your work ethic. You speak about your 
Savior with how you treat the student at school who 
is cast down and has no friends. You speak about 
your Savior with your response to affliction and 
disappointment. Young person, the world is watch-
ing your every word and action. Don’t miss the 
opportunities that are in front of you. Evangelism 
is a lifestyle.

“I have yet to speak on God’s behalf” (Job 36:2).

We ought not to court publicity for our virtue, 
or notoriety for our zeal; but, at the same time, 
it is a sin to be always seeking to hide that which 
God has bestowed upon us for the good of others. 
A Christian is not to be a village in a valley, but “a 
city set upon a hill;” he is not to be a candle under 
a bushel, but a candle in a candlestick, giving light 
to all. Retirement may be lovely in its season, and to 
hide one’s self is doubtless modest, but the hiding of 
Christ in us can never be justified, and the keeping 
back of truth which is precious to ourselves is a sin 

against others and an offence against God. If you 
are of a nervous temperament and of a retiring dis-
position, take care that you do not too much indulge 
this trembling propensity, lest you should be useless 
to the church. Seek in the name of Him who was not 
ashamed of you to do some little violence to your 
feelings, and tell to others what Christ has told to 
you. If thou canst not speak with trumpet tongue, 
use the still small voice. If the pulpit must not be 
thy tribune, if the press may not carry on its wings 
thy words, yet say with Peter and John, “Silver and 
gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee.” By 
Sychar’s well talk to the Samaritan woman, if thou 

Charles Spurgeon
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Editorial Cathy Kamps

WHERE THE LORD DIRECTS YOUR 
FEET
I was only four years old when my mother aban-
doned my eleven siblings and me. 

My parents were addicted to alcohol, and my 
mother picked up one night, left, and never came 
back. My dad tried to keep my large family together, 
but eventually he forfeited his responsibility. He 
took us to a campus in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, 
where adults are employed to care for children. 
Despite these difficult circumstances, I lived a won-
derful childhood. The Lord gave me loving “house-
parents” who were dedicated to raising four of my 
siblings and me (the rest lived in a separate house) in 
the most “normal” manner possible. We spent sum-
mers camping and winters sledding, and attended 
the local public school. My house-parents were 
Baptist, so I was raised Baptist. I had a small under-
standing of the Christian life, as they were good 
examples, leading and teaching us biblical things. 
Yet as I gained independence I grew away from my 
Baptist upbringing. In fact, I withdrew from God 
almost entirely. 

At age seventeen, I left the only security I knew 
and moved over an hour away to begin studies at 
Grand Valley State University. I quickly found a job 
at Applebee’s in Grandville and sustained myself 
through five years of college. I was determined to 
succeed and graduated with a degree in history and 
earned an elementary teaching certificate. Despite 
my confidence in school and work, I had never felt 
so alone. I had abandoned all I knew, but more 
importantly, I had abandoned God. Even so, God 
was still there, and his plan for me included some 

godly young people.  
My ambition at work led me to take on the larger 

groups of guests who came to Applebee’s. So when 
many late-teen, early twenty-somethings made their 
way through the doors I excitedly accepted the 
“challenge” to wait on them. Little did I know this 
would be the first of many times I would encounter 
this group of young Christians. I knew they were 
Christians because of their walk. They talked of 
godly things and were not ashamed of it. Over many 
Monday nights at Applebee’s (they came after cat-
echism), they began to ask me about my faith and 
my life. They were patient to hear me and ready 
to answer my questions about the Reformed faith. 
I was intrigued by their faith. It didn’t seem pos-
sible to be so normal and also religious. Yet these 
young people were both! Now, my point is not to 
stress that these people were “cool,” but that they 
were Christians, living their lives under the umbrella 
of their faith. Remember, young people, don’t be 
friends with someone just because he’s a “cool” 
Protestant Reformed person. Make sure you choose 
godly, faithful friends, who build you up and walk 
uprightly according to God’s word! Lord’s Day 47 
gives a beautiful explanation of how we must live 
our lives. It refers to the first petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Hallowed be Thy name; that is…that we 
may so order and direct our whole lives, our thoughts, 
words, and actions, that Thy name may never be 
blasphemed, but rather honored and praised on our 
account.” See how important your very words and 
actions are? First, they must bring glory to God; 

canst not on the mountain preach a sermon; utter 
the praises of Jesus in the house, if not in the temple; 
in the field, if not upon the exchange; in the midst of 
thine own household, if thou canst not in the midst 
of the great family of man. From the hidden springs 
within let sweetly flowing rivulets of testimony flow 

forth, giving drink to every passer-by. Hide not thy 
talent; trade with it; and thou shalt bring in good 
interest to thy Lord and Master. To speak for God 
will be refreshing to ourselves, cheering to saints, 
useful to sinners, and honouring to the Savior. 
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second, you are accountable before God for your 
actions. These (imperfect, of course) young people 
were striving to live according to God’s law, and 
it showed by the way they acted. Eventually, I was 
invited to church by several of them who are now 
my best friends, and one particular man, George, 
that I now happily call my husband!

The Lord used several young people to bring me 
to faith. I didn’t, of course, just believe right away. 
I spent months in catechism with eighth and ninth-
graders under the instruction of Prof. Gritters, as 
well as months visiting his office on Sunday after-
noons, where he instructed me further in doctrinal 
standards. Most importantly, I sat for three years 
under the pure preaching of the word. I could feel a 
transition taking place. I was struck by God’s word, 
and when studied in its entirety, it made “sense!” I 
could feel the Lord working in my heart and my life. 
I wasn’t prepared, however, to face my own sins. 
I thought I might ease my way into the life of the 
church. I thought I might get past my past without 
ever confronting my own sin. But the Lord doesn’t 
work that way. He brings us to stand before him 
face-to-face, to confess our salvation with heart and 
mouth. Remember the timid woman who wished to 
be healed by simply touching Jesus’ garment? She 
thought she could obtain her healing unnoticed. But 
Jesus knew who had touched him and brought her 
face-to-face with himself (thus joining her to him in 
close covenant fellowship) that she may unburden her 
soul.1 In response, Jesus said to her, “Daughter, be of 
good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in 
peace” (Luke 8:48). The Lord, through his written 
word and the preaching of the gospel, brought me 
face-to-face with him, and I could finally confess my 
sin and guilt, lay it at Jesus’ pierced feet, turn from 

1  Richard J. Smit, The Fruit of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, (Reformed Free Publishing Association, 2012), 87.

a life of emptiness, and dedicate my life to serving 
God. He had made me whole!

The way God used these young people in my 
life is a beautiful example of personal evangelism. 
Not only did God use them to encourage me and 
direct me to himself, but he also gave me an edifying 
group of friends and a godly, loving husband. The 
most beneficial way to evangelize is simply being 
conscious of your daily interactions with others, 
whether it be fellow Christians or those who will be 
gained to Christ (L.D. 32). 

Despite my unique experience through dating, 
I firmly believe it is wisest to date fellow covenant 
believers. My husband and I didn’t just date and 
quickly marry. We made sure I had learned sound 
doctrine and made a godly confession. There is a 
lifetime of consequences in seeking relationships 
outside the church. Young people, marry in the 
Lord! 

Some of you may be struck by my past, and some 
of you may have experienced far more tragic things 
than I ever did. Even so, it is God who directs these 
events in your life. It is important then that your 
response to hardships is proper; that is, knowing 
God has sent these trials and that he is working them 
all for your salvation! “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose” 
(Rom. 8:28). What a beautiful reality of this truth 
has been shown to me. So be encouraged, knowing 
God is in control. In response to all his grace and 
love through Christ, live out of thankfulness. Let 
that life of gratitude be your confession, and live 
unashamedly wherever the Lord directs your feet, 
for he may direct them across the path of someone 
he is calling to himself.

Cathy is a wife and mother and attends Zion 
Protestant Reformed Church in Jenison, Michigan 
with her family. 

Rev. Audred Spriensma

SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD AND EVANGELISM

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come” (Matt. 24:14). 

“[A]nd ye shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8).

I was asked to write on the subject of “The 
Sovereignty of God and Evangelism.” What is the 
connection between the two? Does the one rule out 
the other? Can we speak of both, or do we need to 
choose one over the other? The enemies of Calvinism 
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claim that the Protestant Reformed Churches cannot 
do missions because we hold to double predestina-
tion and reject free will, as well as the well-meant 
offer of the gospel. In other words, if we teach that 
God does not desire to save all humans, or that Jesus 
did not die for all people, we have no good news to 
share.

But sadly, it is not only the enemies of Calvinism 
that have a difficult time linking the sovereignty of 
God with evangelism. It also at times is difficult 
for some in our own churches. A member of our 
churches said, “Yes, missions are necessary because 
God commands it. But it is not really so important, 
because God will effectually save all those whom he 
has chosen. All the elect shall be saved.” How do we 
respond to such thinking? What is the link between 
the sovereignty of God in salvation and our respon-
sibility in sharing the good news of the gospel?

Eternally God has chosen to himself a church in 
Jesus Christ. From all eternity God has known and 
loved each member of this church. In love he has 
ordained each member to eternal life. The one goal 
God has in all of history is to gather this church 
to himself. What is the gathering of the church? 
The gathering of the church is the work of God to 
bring his people, one by one, to faith and salvation 
in Jesus Christ. This is the one great work of God 
throughout all history. How is God pleased to do 
this? Through the foolishness of preaching. We read 
in 1 Corinthians 1:21 that “it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 
The idea there is not that the content of the preach-
ing is foolishness. It is the truth of God. But many 
today would say, “What a dumb and boring way of 
spreading forth the truth of the gospel. Rather than 
a long monologue by a preacher, let’s have more 
audience participation. Let’s have songs, films, and 
dancing.” We must not try to be wiser than God. 
God is pleased to use preaching: his word spoken by 
men ordained to the ministry. The preaching of the 
word by ministers and missionaries is a means of 
grace whereby Christ gathers and builds his church. 
It is by the preaching of the word that people hear 
Christ himself (Rom. 10:14–15). 

There is also the witness of God’s people to those 
around them. It is upon the role of each believer in 
the church that I wish to focus in this article. How 
does God use you and me? Jesus said, “[A]nd ye 
shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8). Christ has 
called each member of the church to be a witness, 
a faithful witness of the gospel. As we have heard 
the living word of God preached to us, that word, 
living in our hearts, is to be our witness before the 

world. We, as members of Christ’s church, called 
Christians, are witnesses. The question then is not, 
“Am I a witness? Should I witness to others?” The 
question is, “Am I a good and faithful witness? Am 
I faithful in the content of my witness? Am I faith-
ful in the use of the opportunities given to me to 
witness? What do others see when they look at or 
listen to me?” There is the need to reach out to our 
neighbors and to our associates.

Our witness is broad and all-embracing. We wit-
ness not only to some, but to all those whom God 
places before us: neighbors, family, co-workers, 
fellow believers, those who are not Christians, and 
those who are Christians but need still to be shown 
more completely the way of salvation. We need to 
be faithful witnesses according to the truth of God’s 
word. We need to use opportunities that God has 
given to us as members of his church. Each believer 
in the office of prophet, priest, and king has the abil-
ity and commission to witness. This is a privilege 
and a calling!

How do we do this? First, we do this in our own 
membership in the church. Each member plays a role 
in the spiritual condition of the church. God will 
not bless a church where the truth of God’s word is 
not maintained. God will not bless the church where 
there is strife and contention. Am I one who knows 
and loves and defends the truth of God’s word? Do I 
have a lively interest in the word of God? Am I eager 
and expectant to come to God’s house twice on 
Sunday for the preaching of the word? Am I eager to 
belong to a society where God’s word is studied and 
discussed? Do I give myself for the spiritual health of 
my church? Do you and I pray for and work toward 
a beautiful harmony and love in the membership of 
the church (Ps. 122; Ps. 133)? This is the church that 
God will bless in her witness. (What person from 
outside the church would want to join a church in 
which there is constant criticism and bitterness?)

Second, we witness by living godly in whatever 
station and calling God has given to us. This godly 
life and speech of individual believers is the greatest 
and most effective witness to those outside of the 
church. They are looking and listening. Do we as 
husbands love our wives? Do we as wives submit to 
and obey our husbands? Do we as children obey our 
parents? Do we as students diligently do our best in 
our studies and show kindness to our classmates? 
Do I, as an employee, give my best work? Am I, as 
an employer, fair and generous to my workers? The 
world is looking and watching!

Specifically, as members of Christ’s church we 
give verbal expression of our faith to others. We 
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read in Colossians 4:5–6: “Walk in wisdom toward 
them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your 
speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” 
Living in the world, saints come into contact with 
those outside of the church and outside of Christ. 
This text forbids an attitude of pride or a lack of 
concern or interest in those outside of the church. 
Paul urges the Colossians, in walking toward those 
that are outside, to “redeem the time.” 

How do we do this? We should take advantage of 
and grasp the opportunity to speak to “every man.” 
For us that might even mean creating opportuni-
ties. Offer to mow the neighbor’s lawn in summer 
or shovel his sidewalk in winter. Get to know that 
neighbor or work associate in order that you might 
have an opportunity to bring a witness. Allow the 
neighbor to get to know and respect you, asking you 
of the things that you believe. Be friendly towards, 
love, be concerned for, and show a genuine inter-
est in that person and their soul. “Wisdom” means 
that before we can speak, we must listen. Who are 
they? What do they believe? What struggles or fears 
do they have? Be approachable. Bridge that gap 
by showing interest, helping with a task if needed, 
being a good neighbor to them. Ask the right ques-
tions to discover where that person is at physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. What is their knowledge of 
scripture and the Reformed faith? This means that 
we must be sufficiently acquainted with the scrip-
tures ourselves so that we can answer anyone. We 
read in 1 Corinthians 2:12, “Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
of God; that we might know the things that are 
freely given to us of God.” Our speech must always 
be with “grace.” This means that our speech must 
reveal God’s grace, not being abusive, vindictive, 
or proud. We speak the truth in love. “Redeem the 
time” means that we do not put off this witness, but 
when an opportunity comes, take it. Use it for God’s 
glory and possibly the salvation of the individual to 
whom you are witnessing.

Why will we witness? We will because we love 
God and desire that he may be glorified. This must 
be the motive behind every activity of a child of 
God. We will witness because we are so thankful for 
what God has done for us in the gift of his beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ. God loved us while we were yet 
sinners. We will witness because we love God’s 
word and have a zeal that others also may know 
these truths. We will witness because we have a love 
and concern for our neighbors, desiring that they 
too may be saved. We desire to do whatever we can 

for everyone that God places on our path. We will 
witness because God has promised to give us, by his 
Spirit, the words to speak.

Our confidence in witnessing is not in ourselves. 
We are not able to change anyone’s mind or heart. 
The heart of the gospel that we witness is this: the 
salvation of God in our Lord Jesus Christ. Only 
God can save. Only God is able to open the eyes of 
the blind and open the ears of the deaf. Only God 
can break the hardness of the heart. Only God can 
cause a person to know his sin and need and seek 
the Lord Jesus. We cannot of ourselves bring people 
to repentance and faith. We must bring our witness 
with some thought, understanding, and compas-
sion to others. But it is God who brings a person 
to repentance and faith. Does that discourage you? 
No, we must know our own limitations in order to 
be faithful witnesses of God. It is in our utter depen-
dence upon God that we go forward in our witness. 
It makes us disciples of fervent prayer. We pray for 
the preaching of the word by the church. We pray 
that our witness as members of the church is faith-
ful. We pray for those that are near us, that neighbor 
or work associate, by name. We pray that God will 
make his word effective in the hearts of those to 
whom we give a witness. We pray for the right atti-
tude in our own hearts as we witness. “Lord, may 
my life be an example, and may my words (when 
given an opportunity) be effective, according to thy 
will, for their salvation.”

But what if that neighbor or that work associ-
ate is not eternally chosen of God? That, my dear 
friend, is not the right question. We do not know 
whom God has chosen or rejected. The apostle 
Paul surely believed in eternal predestination. Read 
Romans 9. But in Romans 10, we read of the apostle 
Paul saying, “[M]y heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Israel is, that they might be saved.” Our prayers 
are framed not by whom God has chosen, but by 
God’s precept. Pray as God commands us to pray, 
according to his will. 

The sovereignty of God in eternal predestination 
is not a hindrance to our witness, but rather is an 
encouragement. Predestination does not extinguish 
the flame or desire for the salvation of those who are 
in darkness. It gives us peace. It gives us encourage-
ment. We go forth with that word, knowing that 
God will bring out of darkness those whom he has 
chosen. God will powerfully save all those who are 
his, chosen before the foundation of the world. And 
he is pleased to do so through the witness of the 
church. God is pleased to use means: the preaching 
of his word and the witness of his church. What a 



8     BEACON LIGHTS JULY, 2020

privilege and what a responsibility we are given. We 
must walk dependent upon God, with his word in 
our hearts, trusting him to use us. “Come and hear, 
all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath 
done for my soul” (Ps. 66:16). 

Let us be faithful then. Let us be faithful in our 
church membership. Let us be faithful in our life. 
Let us be faithful in our words. Let us be faithful in 
our witness. Let us be faithful in our prayers. God 

is glorified in the sovereignty of his work and in our 
faithful witness. What a privilege to be used by God 
in the saving of his elect. Jehovah saves!

Rev. Spriensma serves as the Domestic Missionary of 
the Protestant Reformed Churches and is a member 
with his wife, Alva, of Byron Center Protestant 
Reformed Church.

Five years ago, I didn’t know what the word ‘evange-
lism’ meant. I only knew we had a committee at our 
church that took care of it. We all have our excuses 
for not doing evangelism, and personally, my flesh 
loves them. What I’ve learned to love more, though, 
is the satisfaction of obeying my Lord, who sacri-
ficed everything for my salvation. What I have also 
come to love is the euphoric feeling—joy unspeak-
able that surpassed my wildest imagination of a 
human’s capacity for joy—when serving the Lord in 
the work of evangelism.

There are countless reasons we need to make 
evangelism, or proclaiming the gospel to others, a 
regular part of our lifestyles. Sometimes, though, to 
overcome our greatest barriers, it helps to know that 
it is possible and how others have done it. I want 
to share my own experience of growing both in the 
skills and lifestyle of evangelism through college and 
the year since graduating.

I was involved with InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship at Davenport University (DU). This 
organization and community provided me with 
resources to learn and grow in prayer, study the 
word, engage in evangelism, and other spiritual dis-
ciplines. I received a lot of practical tools, training, 
and encouragement. I was pushed outside my com-
fort zone, and I had accountability to grow in areas 
of spiritual weakness. In all these areas I grew, but 
playing a part in God’s work of raising souls from 
death to life truly changed the way I understood my 
life.

God gave me incredible opportunities to proclaim 
His goodness to others, and they all were unique. 
Some were international students. I met one student 
at a Global Student Organization meeting at DU. He 

was from a country in East Asia that is very closed 
to the gospel. When he found out I was a Christian, 
he started asking me questions about God. I asked 
if he wanted to meet another time and look at what 
the Bible said about those questions. We studied the 
Bible for many weeks, and he was always very curi-
ous. This student still is not a Christian, but he has 
heard the good news of Jesus, and I continue to pray 
for his salvation. 

During my junior year, I was actively reaching 
out to international students as a student leader with 
InterVarsity. For one student, I found that God had 
been working in his life long before we met. One of 
the most beautiful parts of his salvation story is the 
number of people that were faithful in the opportu-
nities they had with him. A family in the community 
took him to church with them. Some people used 
their talents to lead an outdoor worship night that 
drew him out of his dorm to meet me. Other students 
had conversations about faith with him in a previous 
school year. I made time to prepare Bible studies to 
do with him. The dental hygienist at Hudsonville 
Dental, who spoke Mandarin Chinese, shared the 
gospel and prayed with him in his own language. At 
work, she took this opportunity to share the name 
of Jesus and was rewarded with the joy of seeing 
someone make a Holy Spirit-empowered decision to 
follow Jesus! We never know what God has been 
doing in someone’s life when he gives us the oppor-
tunity to witness.

In my senior year, I took a younger student out 
to practice sharing the gospel; so we went around 
campus and stopped random people and asked if 
they wanted to have a conversation about faith and 
spirituality. We met one young woman who grew up 

Kelsey Kuiper

WHAT DOES EVANGELISM REALLY LOOk LIkE?
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in Michigan but really had never heard the whole 
gospel story. She was so intrigued and wanted to 
continue meeting to study more of the Bible. We 
studied Romans together to understand the world 
and why we don’t just want Jesus but that we NEED 
Jesus. It was an incredible thing to see someone go 
from stranger to sister. 

In the last five years, I’ve walked with multiple 
students from death to life through the power of the 
word of God and the Holy Spirit. I’ve done Bible 
studies with people who don’t know anything about 
God. I’ve had really scary “I care about you, and 
I’m concerned for your soul, but I also don’t want 
to come off as shoving Jesus down your throat, but 
this is eternally important” conversations that turn 
out far better than I could have imagined. I had a 
conversation from 1:00 am–4:00 am on an airplane 
with a 60-year-old Chinese man whose name I will 
never know here on earth. In his 60 years of life, this 
was the first time he ever had a genuine conversation 
with someone serious about religion. In this situa-
tion, God used my personal testimony to bridge the 
conversation to Jesus. Very knowledgeable, he was 
quick to respond to anything I said. However, when 
I shared my own story of forgiving a big hurt, he 
was silent. Finally, he asked, “But why would you 
forgive?” I had the perfect opportunity to tell him 
about Jesus forgiving all my sins at a cost much 
greater than my own. For that opportunity, I had 
been praying for three full hours as we spoke.

Of course, there is so much more to these sto-
ries, and there are colossal moments of failure in 
these and other stories. However, I am grateful for 
the grace God gave me to be faithful; I cannot take 
pride or credit in what I’ve done, for it is not I but 
Christ that lives in me. I do not want to share these 
stories for my own glory but as an encouragement to 
others to take up the call and experience fuller life 

and relationship with God.
Evangelism and evangelistic lifestyles are pos-

sible. Sharing the gospel is a learned skill, and look-
ing for, creating, and taking opportunities to share 
the name of Jesus is something to grow in through 
prayer and practice. As much as we decide what we 
will eat or the direction we will walk, we need to 
decide to be obedient in this command of Christ. 
I’ve experienced growth in every area of my spiritual 
life through evangelism—in prayer, in knowledge 
and understanding of scripture, in depending on the 
power of God through his Spirit, in staying on guard 
against the devil, in fighting the desires of the flesh, 
and in love for my God. I’m experiencing a life full 
of joy and purpose and feeling fulfilled in the right 
things. I pray that I continue to grow in all these 
things! Jesus told his disciples to bring forth fruit 
by abiding as a branch in the vine, and I understand 
what he means when he said, “These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might be full” (John 15:11). 

Opportunities come in every shape and form. 
Sometimes we are searching for them, and some-
times God causes us to stumble upon them. Both 
ways are important, and we only need to be faith-
ful, no matter what the devil, this world, or our 
own flesh might say. My prayer for myself and for 
you, young or old, is that we would experience this 
full joy rooted in being a faithful witness of Jesus 
Christ. Is it easy? No. Comfortable? Not always. 
Convenient? Never. Despite these things, it is practi-
cal and possible for anyone and everyone raised to 
a new life in Christ, and obedience in this sphere of 
the Christian life will bring joy unimaginable.

Kelsey is a member of Zion Protestant Reformed 
Church in Jenison, Michigan.

Elizabeth Ensink

CONFESSIONS OF A FAILED WITNESS

I learned about many things in college: I had classes 
on ecosystems, statistical testing, and poetry, and 
I had many experiences that prepared me for adult 
life. After four years, I had passed all my college 
classes, but in reflection, I failed a class that was 

more important than all the coursework listed 
on my transcript. In college, God gave me many 
opportunities to witness, and I stayed silent. In this 
class, God confronted me with my fear of sharing 
the gospel and is now graciously convicting me of 
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this essential calling. I hope that by reflecting on the 
excuses I have told myself, I can encourage all of us 
to do better in seizing the opportunities for personal 
witnessing that God puts in our lives.

1. Other people will look down on me if I share 
my faith. It is easy to say, “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ” in your head, but in every-
day conversation, we so often stay silent about the 
gospel. When I was in college, I met many new 
people, but I was more concerned about my reputa-
tion than whether these people knew Jesus Christ. I 
was afraid that people would put me in the category 
of “narrow-minded, Bible-pounding evangelical,” 
and it would hurt any chance I had for becoming 
friends. While we do need to build relationships first 
to be effective at sharing the gospel, we can’t let this 
goal of friendship overshadow our calling carefully 
to speak the truth in love. Further, Jesus promises 
that we will be hated by some for sharing our faith 
(Matt. 10:16–25; John 15:18–27). But Jesus also 
promises, “Blessed are they which are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: 
for so persecuted they the prophets which were 
before you” (Matt. 5:10–12).

2. In our post-modern culture, nobody cares 
about the truth anyway. When I entered college, I 
was more ready to debate doctrine than to share the 
basic message of our need for salvation in Christ, so I 
was discouraged by the lack of deep theological dis-
cussion and the attitude that everyone should “find 
their truth.” However, my discouragement quickly 
turned to pride and blinded me to individuals who 
were struggling and missing the spiritual “milk” of 
the promise of salvation in Christ by faith alone. 
Christ’s call for us is simple: Go into the world and 
preach the gospel to everyone (Mark 16:15). And no 
matter our cultural climate, Jesus promises that his 
sheep will hear his voice (John 10:27).

3. The way I live is enough of a witness. It is true 
that how we act and speak is important. This might 
be the first step to getting someone’s attention, and 
if we do not walk as followers of Christ, no one 
will listen to our witness. But it can’t stop there. In 
college, I hoped that my roommates would notice 
my Sundays looked different than others’, but rarely 
would I ever tell them what I had heard in church. 
I prayed before every meal, but I almost never 
asked any of them to pray with me, or if I could 
pray for them. These simple words can make all the 

difference, and if we are truly thankful and dwelling 
regularly on what Jesus has done for us, they will 
begin to flow out naturally. Consider the Samaritan 
woman at the well (John 4): after Jesus revealed him-
self to her as the messiah, she did not just go about 
her life and hope that people would notice how she 
had changed; she testified to the entire town what 
she had heard, and “many of the Samaritans of that 
city believed on him for the saying of the woman” 
(John 4:39). 

4. I’m not good enough. In the last couple years 
since college, I have been having more conversations 
about the gospel with the people God has placed in 
my life. And as I have worked to set aside my fear and 
pride, I have been amazed by the hunger that people 
have for spiritual conversations. Now I am facing a 
new challenge: feeling completely inadequate to talk 
about God. I worry that I am going to say the wrong 
thing and end up turning someone away from faith. 
I struggle to know where to begin and what words 
to use. And so often this worry turns me to silence 
once again. But there is wonderful freedom in 
knowing that God is sovereign. Consider the abso-
lute ridiculousness of thinking that you are going to 
“mess up” God’s plans. Yes, we are weak. Yes, we 
are sinners. But God has called us to evangelism, 
and this is how he is pleased to carry out his divine 
decree of election and reprobation. When we speak 
with others about all that God has done for us, we 
will make mistakes, but we will also grow in our 
trust in God and in our understanding and love of 
the truth.

Young people, young adults, whoever may be 
reading this, our God is powerful to work through 
our weak means to help bring his people into the 
church. In college you will have people sitting 
in your classes who are from countries where the 
gospel is not freely preached. In your jobs you will 
have co-workers that are mired in the troubles of 
the world and sin. In any interaction, at any time, 
God may be giving you an open door to speak about 
him. Pray that God will give you the strength to 
overcome your excuses and fears. Pray for the Holy 
Spirit to give you the words to use, and pray that he 
will work in their hearts. And our sovereign God 
will guide you and use you as he fulfills his grand 
plan to gather his church.

Elizabeth is a graduate of Hope College, currently 
works at Van Andel Research Institute, and attends 
Trinity Protestant Reformed Church in Hudsonville, 
Michigan.
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Being young gives you a unique opportunity. You 
are at a stage in your life where people might find 
it easier to forgive your sins because you are young. 
It is a time when it seems okay to test the waters 
and experience life. Some say the young must “sow 
their wild oats.” But you are young CHRISTIANS, 
called to be a “peculiar people” (1 Pet. 2:9) who are 
different from the world. So for you at your age to 
evangelize and be a witness for Christ would really 
leave an impact. Use the time God has given you 
NOW. God has placed you right where he needs you 
to be. He can use you at this place and this time in 
your life.

Is it hard for you to talk about God with others? 
Don’t know where to start? What to say? Start by 
getting out of your comfort zone. Recently my hus-
band and I hosted a neighborhood Bible study in 
our home. One neighbor said he had a devotional 
at a recent council meeting for his church about 
challenging yourself to move out of your comfort 
zone…just one degree.  If your dial is comfortable 
at the top, push yourself just one degree to the right. 
You need to figure out where you are comfortable 
in your spiritual walk and push yourself past that. 
The world is watching; they know we call ourselves 
Christians, and we need to be comfortable talking 
about it!

Are you comfortable talking about God with your 
family? Challenge yourself to talk about God at dif-
ferent times during the day, other than family devo-
tion time. How will you be able to talk to anyone else 
about God if you cannot talk to your own family? 
Try waking up tomorrow morning with a smile and 
telling your family you are thankful that God has 
given you another day to serve him. Try comment-
ing on the weather by saying that it is God’s power 
or artwork. You could try asking a family member 
to help you with your struggles of sin. When it 
becomes easier to talk with your family about God, 
push yourself past that. What about friends? Here 
can be the biggest challenge. It is easy to talk with 
your friend about the weather, family, homework, 
sports…what about God? Quite often we are sur-
rounded by those with like-minded faith, but it is 
still hard for us to talk about godly things. Maybe 

you don’t feel the need to evangelize to them because 
they already know everything you have been taught, 
and you don’t want to be the “goody-goody” of the 
group. Try putting God into your normal conversa-
tions. Instead of telling someone you are having a 
good day, tell someone how God has blessed you 
today. On the other hand, if you are not having a 
good day, don’t be afraid to ask a friend to pray for 
you. If a friend tells you she is having a bad day, take 
it to the Lord in prayer!

 Push yourself to the next degree by challeng-
ing yourself in prayer. To be able to talk to God in 
prayer and unload your burdens on him is such a 
privilege. Being young is hard. There are demands 
and responsibilities that may seem overwhelming. 
You probably talk (or complain?) about these prob-
lems to each other. Also, there are many things that 
are special burdens God may call you to bear: sick-
ness, death, family problems, or other things. If a 
friend came and talked to you about his problems, 
would you dare to ask him to pray with you? Right 
in that moment? Not just tell him you are praying 
for him, but actually bow your heads together and 
pray? Prayer makes your eyes look up. It gives you 
hope past all your earthly troubles. It puts your per-
spective higher than where you are. You can do that; 
you can witness to that friend in that way!

If you are comfortable talking and praying with 
family and friends, what about complete strangers? 
If you have a job, would you dare speak about God 
at work? When talking about God becomes a way 
of life for you, it will flow into your conversations 
with the ungodly. It can be hard talking or praying 
with someone you do not know. They may not look 
or dress like you do, but look past that. You need to 
desire their heart. Remember to love the unlovable, 
because that’s who you are without Christ!

One degree…just move the dial one degree. When 
you see your sin and struggle with it every day, yet 
you have someone who saved you from that bond-
age, you have so much to be thankful for (L.D. 1). 
How can you keep it to yourself!? Be excited about 
it! Make your evangelism very personal; take every 
doctrine you have learned and speak about how 
it has affected you personally. Be honest about it. 

Tonya Doezema

PERSONAL EVANGELISM…WHERE DOES A YOUNG 
PERSON EVEN BEGIN?
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Pray for boldness, then let go and let God use your 
speech. The first few times you talk about God it 
will be very hard because it is out of your comfort 
zone. You may turn red in the face or stutter over 
your words, but when you keep talking about God 
it will become easier. Practice makes perfect!

 What is an area that is out of your comfort zone? 
How can you push yourself to the next degree? 
Pray. Encourage one another. Talk with one another 
about God. Look for opportunities. Colossians 4:3: 

“Withal praying also for us, that God would open 
unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery 
of Christ, for which I am also in bonds.” Ask God 
to open the door and use you. The goal is never to 
be comfortable in your Christian walk. He can use 
you, especially in your youth! Keep pushing to the 
next degree.

Tonya is a member of Zion Protestant Reformed 
Church in Jenison, Michigan.

Since evangelism is the special topic of this issue, we 
are going to spend some time with the term and con-
cept of evangelism. In Ephesians 4:11 we read, “And 
he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” 
An evangelist was a man who preached the gospel, 
the good news of salvation by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ alone. In the Greek New Testament, 
the same root word is used for both evangelist and 
gospel. Philip was an evangelist (Acts 21:8), and Paul 
exhorted Timothy to “do the work of an evangelist” 
(2 Tim. 4:5). Evangelists would travel the world, 
preaching the gospel to all who would hear it. They 
were not called to this work by Christ personally as 
the apostles were, nor were they sent officially by 
the church as missionaries or pastors are. God no 
longer calls men to the special office of evangelist; 
like the office of apostle, the office of evangelist has 
passed away.

Unlike the special office of evangelist, evangelism 
is ongoing. Let us examine evangelism as a concept. 
Evangelism is the preaching of the gospel, especially 
to those who are outside the church. Evangelism is 
preaching the gospel to heathens and self-professing 
unbelievers. Evangelism includes preaching the 
gospel to those who profess to be Christians and 
yet are misinformed, ignorant, indifferent, care-
less, or apostate with respect to the true gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Evangelism even includes preaching the 
gospel in the church! The evangelism activities of 
Timothy and Philip demonstrate that these groups 
are the objects of evangelism.

Nowadays God carries out his work of evange-
lism by calling men to the office of minister and 

missionary through the instituted church. Just as 
preaching the gospel is the work of the instituted 
church, so also evangelism is the work of the insti-
tuted church. The authority and calling to preach 
the gospel was given to the church, not to individu-
als. Apart from his lawful calling by the church, a 
minister has no right and no authority to preach 
the gospel. Much less does any man, woman, or 
young person have the right or authority to preach 
the gospel of his own accord. Many congregations 
appoint an evangelism committee to aid in the 
church’s evangelism. These committees and their 
members do not preach the gospel; rather, they 
work to bring gospel preaching to people who need 
to hear it. In our media-rich environment, there are 
countless avenues for committees to carry out their 
work, yet they have this one goal: to bring people 
under the preaching of the gospel.

For a proper understanding of the church’s calling 
to evangelism, we need to understand the antithesis 
and relate it to the work of evangelism. Antithesis 
literally means “against a position.” It indicates 
the reality and presence of two opposing positions. 
Genesis 3:15 is the foremost verse that tells us about 
the antithesis, even though that word is not used. 
God tells us that there will be hatred and conflict 
between Jesus and Satan, the seed of the woman 
and the seed of the serpent, throughout all of his-
tory. The antithesis has its source in God’s decree 
of election and reprobation. The antithesis is seen 
at Jesus’ crucifixion as the historical fulfillment of 
the promise in Genesis 3:15. The antithesis is seen 
in God’s saving one criminal while the other per-
ished in hell for his sin. God maintains the antithesis 

Nathan Price

EVANGELISM AND THE ANTITHESIS
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throughout history by the work of the Holy Spirit; 
the Spirit’s work of regenerating the elect makes the 
difference. The difference is life and death in the 
spiritual sense. The antithesis indicates a spiritual 
division and separation, not physical, even though 
this spiritual division often becomes visible.

The spiritual nature of the antithesis has a pro-
found impact on the work of evangelism. If we took 
the antithesis to mean a physical separation from the 
world, individual members of the church could no 
longer have a witness by our words or by our lives! 
And, although personal witnessing is not evange-
lism, our witnessing supports the evangelism of the 
church. Our lives will demonstrate the doctrines we 
believe. Our lives will be marked by a Spirit-worked 
holiness, not worldliness. Since we confess that the 
antithesis is spiritual, we live in the world. We do 
not attempt to cut ourselves off from the world as 
the Amish do. We talk with our neighbors, whether 
that is at work or at school or in our own neigh-
borhoods. I may not treat others as if I am better 
than them, shun co-workers, or remain unfriendly 
toward my neighbors.

The antithesis is the difference between the truth 
and the lie. The church is called to preach the true 
gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ alone, through 
faith alone. Any imposition of man’s willing or doing 
upon the gospel message is a corruption of the true 
gospel. If the preaching makes faith to be a work 
of man rather than the gift of God, the gospel is 
corrupted. The gospel is such good news because it 
teaches that faith is the gift of God! All natural men 
are depraved sinners and unable to desire salvation 
in Christ, let alone believe in him. The true gospel 

teaches this over against all other false teachings, 
such as Arminianism and the conditional covenant.

The right understanding of the antithesis 
also directs the church’s mindset in evangelism. 
Individuals do not save souls, and churches do 
not save souls. Rather, God saves his people. God 
maintains the antithesis by the Holy Spirit’s work of 
regeneration. While true gospel preaching exposes 
and hardens the unregenerate, the Spirit works 
faith in the regenerate through the preaching of the 
gospel. The Spirit powerfully draws the elect to God. 
The church does not know who are elect and who 
are not; therefore, in obedience to God’s command, 
the church preaches the gospel to all men. This obe-
dience is a gift from God; this work is a privilege. 
God sends out and withholds the gospel where he is 
pleased. Salvation depends on God’s work, not ours.

What encouragement for the church! Without 
the God-established antithesis the church would be 
afraid to do evangelism, fearing that souls would 
be won or lost by our presentation of the gospel. 
We are not tempted to change the gospel in order 
to make it more acceptable in the world. Instead, 
we rest in God, knowing that he will use the simple 
means of true gospel preaching to gather his people. 
Out of thankfulness for our own salvation, let us 
pray for the church’s work of evangelism, and wit-
ness with our words and lives wherever God gives 
us opportunity.

Nathan is a member with his wife and children 
of Southwest Protestant Reformed Church in 
Wyoming, Michigan.

Scott Sullivan

REFORMED LANGUAGE IN EVANGELISM: WHAT WE 
SHOULD AND SHOULDN’T SAY

As Christians, the glorious purpose to which God 
has predestinated us is this, that we are conformed 
to the image of his Son. It is the prayerful desire 
of every believer that the Holy Spirit sanctify us in 
joyful submission to the will of God the Father. We 
pray that he do this in every area of our lives, and 
our understanding and application of evangelism is 
no exception. God has quickened us to repent and 

believe the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Greek word 
for repent is metanoeó, literally meaning “a change 
of mind.” Let us pray God grant us this change of 
mind as we examine evangelism, so that we may not 
be conformed to this world, for in the wisdom of 
God, the world through its wisdom did not know 
God. What should be said and not be said in evan-
gelism? Let’s begin.
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First, what is meant by “Reformed” language is 
that it is biblical language. Scripture is the founda-
tion for all things, and is sufficient for doctrine, 
reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness, 
all of which are applicable to evangelism. This is not 
to say that we may not use terminology outside of 
scripture, but that all terms, phrases, concepts, and 
the like must conform to the teaching of the holy 
Bible. Language (verbal or otherwise) communicates 
the message of evangelism. Hence, we see that the 
Reformed (biblical) language of evangelism is also 
inseparable from its content.

The content of evangelism must be in harmony 
with the meaning of the term itself. The word evan-
gelize comes from the Greek term euangelizesthai, 
literally meaning “bring good news.” This good 
news is the gospel, which is the proclamation of 
who God is, and his glory in the display of all his 
attributes. His glory is manifest unto men by this: 
that the sovereign God has eternally decreed the 
salvation of a particular people, who by way of their 
sinful rebellion render themselves totally destitute, 
unable to submit to and believe on God; so that 
Christ, the Son of God, would save them wholly of 
his own doing by his incarnation, crucifixion, res-
urrection, ascension, and intercession for his elect, 
thereby purchasing for his sheep their justification, 
sanctification, and glorification, wherein they wor-
ship God and fellowship with him forever. To make 
his sovereign grace shine the brighter, God has in 
the same decree predestinated many unto eternal 
destruction by the means of their slavery and bond-
age to sin, from which God is under no obligation to 
deliver them, so that his justice might be displayed 
and the grossness of man’s depravity exposed.

Having established the language and content of 
evangelism, we must also examine how this good 
news is brought. The revelation of God, whether by 
Old Testament prophecy, apostolic epistles, or New 
Testament preaching, has always been delivered by 
God through the offices God has appointed, namely 
prophet, apostle, and minister, respectively. God has 
decreed certain means by which he gathers his elect, 
and it would be sinful to neglect those means.

What then of the believer not in church offices? 
The personal witness of a believer is certainly an 
aspect of God’s work in evangelism. Every Christian, 
as one who partakes of Christ’s anointing, shares by 
Christ’s imputed righteousness the office of believer, 
and is, in a sense, a prophet, priest, and king. I extend 
the term “language” to mean “conversation,” a term 
the King James Version uses to describe the whole 
life of a believer. The conversation of the Christian’s 

life consists of two aspects: words (what we say by 
what/how we speak) and deeds (what we say by how 
we live).

As Christians, we ought to communicate the life 
of a sinner saved by grace in how we live. All too 
often we can be orthodox in speech, but hypocriti-
cal in walk. The whole duty of man is to fear God 
and keep his commandments, summarized by Christ 
as love for God and for the neighbor. Ask yourself: 
what do I proclaim about God by how I live? Do I 
show my love for him by obeying him, or do I des-
ecrate his holiness by relishing worldliness? A major 
error in the modern church today is the notion that 
conforming to the world will draw sinners to Christ. 
No. It is not friendship with the world, but spiri-
tual antithesis that God ordains to draw sinners to 
the light of the gospel. By prostituting cheap grace, 
modern evangelicalism mistakes obedience for legal-
ism, antithesis for self-righteousness. God forbid 
that we think ourselves better than others.

When God does grant us the opportunity to 
speak to someone, we are to speak clearly what the 
Holy Spirit testifies to the world: sin, righteousness, 
and judgment. We do not say, “Your good deeds 
won’t save you,” but rather, “Man can do nothing 
good! We are slaves to sin and worthy of God’s 
wrath!” We do not make the King of Kings a sales 
pitch to be accepted or denied, but we proclaim 
his command, “Repent and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved!” To the mock-
ers, we warn that God is not mocked, and he will 
judge them on account of their wickedness. To the 
skeptics, we show them that they know God, but 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness. To the reli-
giously deceived, we expose their gods as idols, and 
tell them that Jehovah is the one true God. To those 
in departing and apostate churches, we call them to 
join themselves to the flock of Christ in a church 
that preaches the whole counsel of God, of which 
the Protestant Reformed Churches are by God’s 
sovereign grace alone.

Our speech should reason from the scriptures 
alone, not philosophy, not fanciful words, not pre-
tended neutrality. Personal witness is one of a quiet 
and peaceable life, that men may see your good 
works and glorify God, and speaking the truth in 
gentleness and reverence: always with grace, sea-
soned with salt.

Scott is an aspiring HVAC/R technician attending 
trade school at Spokane Community College. He is a 
member of Covenant of Grace Protestant Reformed 
Church in Spokane, Washington.
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THE DAILY PRESS
“press toward the mark…” 
(Philippians 3:14)

Devotional Ben Laning

Read Philippians 1:1–11July 8  
Read Canons of Dordt, Head 1, Article 16 

There are three kinds of people mentioned in this 
article. First, there are those who don’t yet experi-
ence the assurance of salvation. The fact that these 
individuals are troubled by their lack of assurances 
proves that they are elect. We aren’t called to do 
nothing, but to listen to the preaching, commune 
with the saints, partake of the sacraments, and keep 
praying. Second, there are those who aren’t satis-
fied with their spiritual progress. However, when 
it comes down to it, what believer is ever satisfied 
with his progress in this area? Pastors need to deal 
gently with souls in the church who are troubled in 
this way. The pastors must assure the flock “that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6b). Third, 
there are those who reject the truth. This is the only 
category of people that have reason to fear the doc-
trine of election. They disregard God, live for this 
world, and aren’t seriously converted. Still, we have 
no right to label these people as reprobate, because 
it’s not for us to know the heart. Sing or pray Psalter 
#123.

Read Psalm 8July 9  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 1, Article 17

This article talks about the election and salvation 
of children of believers who die in infancy. In order to 
put this into context, think about how often infants 
would have died back when this was written. The 
Arminians insisted that all these infants were imme-
diately included in the covenant, because they didn’t 
have a chance to reject Christ. Since Arminians reject 
original sin, they don’t believe a child could go to 
hell before the “age of accountability.” This is truly 
an absurd idea when you start thinking about times 
when a lot of young children died. Are we to say that 
all the children who died in the Black Plague or the 
dropping of the atomic bombs, or who are continu-
ing to die through abortion, are saved? In contrast, 
the simple truth is that we have no reason to doubt 
the salvation of the children of believers. In fact, we 
have no reason to, and must not, doubt the salvation 

of any member in the church, unless they have truly 
lived an ungodly life. Verses like Genesis 17:7 and 
Psalm 8:2 show that God promises to be the God of 
our little children, not just the adults. They also are 
in the covenant. Sing or pray Psalter #190.

Read Matthew 20:1–16July 10  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 1, Article 18 

Article 18 teaches that there are two responses to 
the doctrine of predestination. Some murmur at it. 
Proud man can’t stand it that salvation is completely 
in the hands of God. How does scripture respond to 
these murmurers? The Reformed fathers quote this 
response in Romans 9:20, which reads, “Nay but, 
O man, who art thou that repliest against God?” 
They go on to quote Matthew 20:15, where God 
states that he can do whatever he wants with his 
own property. Who are we, the clay, to cry out in 
protest against the potter who formed us? That’s the 
only answer God needs to give. We have no right to 
question him. 

Conversely, others adore this truth, as it reveals 
to them how great their God is. The article quotes 
Romans 11:33–36 here, where Paul praises God for 
his “unsearchable” judgments and his ways that are 

“past finding out.” The same doctrine that causes the 
wicked to rage and throw up their hands in despair 
is a great comfort to the elect. God is in complete 
control, and we have nothing to fear. Is this our 
response? Sing or pray Psalter #230.

Read Hebrews 9:11–28July 11  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 1

We begin here with two of God’s attributes: his 
mercy and justice. Rev. McGeown, in his book 
Grace & Assurance, defines God’s mercy as “his 
compassion or pity for the miserable or wretched 
creature. God’s mercy is also his will or desire to 
deliver the miserable creature from misery and to 
make him blessed.” Our mercy can be ineffectual, 
meaning we can have no power to deliver the one we 
love from his misery, but God always can. McGeown 
says that “God’s justice is his absolute commitment 
to himself as the only and highest good.” God never 
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leaves sin unpunished, so he justly demands perfect 
obedience of fallen man. The Arminians denied this, 
saying that God’s mercy overcomes his justice. In 
answer Rev. McGeown writes, “God’s mercy is not 
displayed in forgiveness without satisfaction, but in 
satisfying his justice by the substitutionary satisfac-
tion of his Son. In other words, God is merciful in 
not requiring satisfaction from his people, but in 
providing satisfaction in another. By so doing God is 
both merciful and just—praise his name!” Now that 
we understand that satisfaction is necessary, tomor-
row’s article will go on to address whether that sat-
isfaction is possible. Sing or pray Psalter #250.

Read John 10:22–31July 12  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 2 

We need a substitute to satisfy God’s justice for 
us because our debt is too great, we are constantly 
increasing our debt, and we already owe everything 
to God, so we have no way to repay him. Even end-
less suffering in hell would do nothing to decrease 
the debt, which demonstrates the foolishness of 
Rome’s teaching of purgatory. 

The Arminians denied that Christ is our surety/
guarantor, because they knew that if he represented 
all men, then everyone would be saved. Instead, they 
said Christ died to benefit everyone equally, but that 
benefit was not the payment for sin. As we will dis-
cuss later, this amounts to teaching that the death of 
Christ is of no effect. 

What does the knowledge that Christ died to pur-
chase the blessings of God’s covenant for his people 
teach us? It teaches us that Christ only represented 
some in his death, the sins of these people were 
imputed to him, the benefits of Christ’s death were 
imputed to those he represented, and the covenant 
is established only with the elect. This is clearly laid 
out in John 10:26–28, where Jesus said he came to 
give his sheep, and only his sheep, eternal life. Sing 
or pray Psalter #421.

Read Philippians 1:18–30July 13  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 3

The Arminians taught that faith is the condition 
man must fulfill in order to be saved. They believed 
Christ’s death only merited something for the Father, 
not for sinners. It gave God the authority to create 
new conditions that man could fulfill, since his first 
go at it proved unrealistic. Therefore, they said 
Christ died for sins as a whole, not for specific sins. 
His death only paid for original sin. Sinners, then, 
are only punished for the sin of unbelief, not their 

own sins. 
In contrast, let’s look at what the Canons taught 

us about faith. Head one taught that election is the 
foundation of faith. Head two is teaching that the 
cross is the source of faith. Heads three and four 
will teach that the Holy Spirit is the source of faith, 
not man. Christ purchased the blessings of salvation 
for his people on the cross, including justification, 
sanctification, eternal glory, and faith. As we read 
in Philippians 1:29, “For unto you it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also 
to suffer for his sake.” Sing or pray Psalter #416.

Read Galatians 3:15–29July 14  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 
2 and 4

In error 2 the Arminians said the old covenant 
required perfect obedience, but God removed this 
covenant when he saw man couldn’t perform it. 
Christ died to satisfy the demands of this covenant 
and give God the opportunity to create a new one, 
in which he saves people based on whatever condi-
tion he chooses. Error 3 explains that the Arminians 
taught God chose faith to be that condition. This 
means that man must confirm the covenant with 
his act of faith, but passages like Galatians 3:15–23 
clearly teach Christ confirmed the covenant with the 
shedding of his blood. 

Error 4 goes on to demonstrate how the Arminians 
attempted to explain what Christ’s death could have 
accomplished if it wasn’t salvation for his people. 
They said the death of Christ made it possible for 
God to take away the demand of perfect obedience 
from the old covenant and allowed him to make 
faith the new condition for justification. However, 
this clearly denies the justice of God. It’s not just 
for God to look at imperfect obedience as if it were 
perfect. Sing or pray Psalter #55.

Read Ephesians 2:1–10July 15  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 5

The Arminians rejected the truth that Christ’s 
death accomplished salvation for us, so they strug-
gled to find something else that it could have accom-
plished, as we discussed a bit earlier. When the 
Arminians taught that “all men have been accepted 
unto the state of reconciliation and unto the grace of 
the covenant,” they simply meant that Christ’s death 
has put them in a position where reconciliation and 
having fellowship with God are possible. Man just 
has to fulfill the conditions in order to obtain them, 
they say. Therefore, they claimed that all men are in 
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a sense of favor with God, because Christ’s death 
paid for original sin. This fits with their idea that all 
children are innocent until they reach the ambigu-
ous “age of accountability.” The Arminians knew 
they had to get rid of original sin in order to teach 
a conditional covenant. However, Ephesians 2:3 is 
just one example of a text which proves this false 
teaching wrong, when it says that we are by nature 

“children of wrath.” Sing or pray Psalter #72.

Read Romans 8:31–39July 16  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 7 

The Arminians openly denied the atonement, 
saying Christ did not need to die for the elect, 
because God already loved them. In answer the 
Reformed fathers simply proved from scripture, in 
passages like Romans 8:33–34, that Christ’s death 
was necessary. There was no need to spend a lot of 
time arguing such an obviously false teaching. The 
truth is that God’s love actually requires the death 
of Christ, not the opposite. As Rev. McGeown puts 
it, “God never shows his love at the expense of his 
justice.” 

So what do the Canons teach us Christ’s death 
actually was and did? First, they teach it was the 
death of God’s Son. Second, they teach us it was 
the only sacrifice and satisfaction for sin. Third, we 
are taught that it was perfect satisfaction. Fourth, 
it was of infinite value and worth. Fifth, it was suf-
ficient to forgive the sins of the whole world. This 
is the Reformed truth. How foolish it is that the 
Arminians claim it is us who are limiting the power 
of the cross. In truth, it is the Arminian who limits 
the atonement by teaching that it didn’t purchase 
salvation for any. Sing or pray Psalter #71.

Read Deuteronomy 7:1–10July 17  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 3

The Arminians claim we are limiting the cross 
and God’s love when we say Christ died for only 
a specific people. We respond by asking questions 
like, “How is it possible to limit the infinite value 
of Christ’s atonement?” and “How is it possible to 
limit infinite love?” The Arminians respond with 
questions of their own. “How could the infinite God 
with infinite mercy have mercy on only some? How 
could the death of Christ, which has infinite value, 
save only some?” We point out that the question 
would still remain even if God did love everyone, 
because there are a finite number of people for him 
to love. The object of God’s infinite love is him-
self, not humanity. God is love, and he chooses to 

bestow that love on whom he will. God’s love is still 
infinite even if he chooses not to love anyone. His 
atonement was sufficient to save everyone on earth, 
but God chose not to save them all. As we read in 
Deuteronomy 7:7–8, “The Lord did not set his love 
upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in 
number than any people… But because the Lord 
loved you.” Sing or pray Psalter #68.

Read John 10:7–18July 18  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 4 

This article tells us why the death of Christ is able 
to secure the salvation of God’s people. First, it was 
done by the second person of the Trinity. Second, 
Christ gave his life willingly for his people; it was 
not taken from him. Jesus tells us this in John 10:18, 
where he says, “No man taketh it from me, but I lay 
it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again. This commandment 
have I received of my Father.” Third, the punish-
ment was suffered by Christ in his perfect human 
nature. Finally, Christ bore the full wrath and curse 
of God his entire life, especially on the cross. In the 
answer to Question 44 of the Heidelberg Catechism 
we read, “That in my greatest temptations, I may be 
assured… that my Lord Jesus Christ, by his inex-
pressible anguish, pains, terrors, and hellish agonies, 
in which he was plunged during all his sufferings, 
but especially on the cross, hath delivered me from 
the anguish and torments of hell.” Sing or pray 
Psalter #109.

Read Acts 16:25–40July 19  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 5

Articles 5–7 deal with the preaching of the cross. 
The Arminians said the Reformed fathers couldn’t 
preach the call of the gospel if they believed Christ 
didn’t die for everyone. However, as Rev. McGeown 
puts it, “God does not make offers, but he makes 
promises and he issues commands or calls.” 

We must clearly understand two things regard-
ing the promise. First, it is particular. “Whosoever 
believeth” in the article just means all believers. God 
isn’t telling man that if he believes he will be saved 
(Acts 16:31). Second, it is unconditional. The first 
head demonstrated that only the elect believe, while 
the second head further develops that by teaching 
Christ only purchased salvation for the elect. 

The promise is particular, but the preaching is gen-
eral and unrestricted. The hyper-Calvinist refuses to 
preach the gospel to those who don’t demonstrate 
spiritual potential, but all men are commanded to 
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believe that Christ died to save his people from their 
sins, not that he died for them specifically. We have 
much reason to evangelize, for God has called us to 
spread the gospel to all nations. Sing or pray Psalter 
#110.

Read Matthew 22:1–14July 20  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Articles 6–7

The main point of article 6 is again that the unbe-
lief of many isn’t God’s fault. There are three impor-
tant points here. First, many who are called refuse 
to repent, and perish in their unbelief (Matt. 22:14). 
Second, there is no wicked person who desires to 
be saved but can’t be because Christ didn’t die for 
him. Third, unbelief is sinful rebellion against God, 
for which the sinner is guilty and worthy of death. 
Those who die in unbelief have no one to blame but 
themselves. 

In contrast, faith comes solely from God. About 
article 7, Rev. McGeown writes, “True faith, I never 
tire of underlining it, is not the condition that sin-
ners fulfill to be saved, nor is it the contribution that 
they make to their salvation, but it is the fruit both 
of election and of the atonement of Christ. Faith 
has its source not in the free will of man, but in 
the everlasting grace of God in Christ. Therefore, no 
person can boast that he has believed in Christ in 
distinction from his neighbor. Unbelief is the fault 
of the sinner, while faith is the gift of God.” Sing or 
pray Psalter #108.

Read Romans 8:18–30July 21  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 6

Christ purchased salvation for all his people when 
he died for them on the cross. However, we come 
into possession of that purchased salvation when the 
Holy Spirit applies salvation’s benefits to us. In other 
words, salvation was merited for us before time but 
is appropriated to us in time. The Holy Spirit works 
in a definite, logical order (Rom. 8:30). 

The Arminians had a number of arguments about 
this distinction. First, they said Christ purchased 
the possibility for God to offer salvation to every-
one. Second, God wants everyone to experience 
the blessings of salvation. Third, it is up to man 
whether he will accept Christ and receive those 
blessings. Fourth, God even offers to all men the 
grace needed to accept Christ, but some resist him 
and perish. Therefore, God’s grace doesn’t actually 
decide whether one receives the blessings of salva-
tion or not. 

These errors reject the Reformed confession that 

the Holy Spirit applies salvation’s benefits only to 
those for whom Christ died. God only works in 
some, which is the reason only some are saved. All 
the benefits purchased by Christ’s death are applied 
to the elect, and the elect alone. Sing or pray Psalter 
#127.

Read Jeremiah 31:31–40July 22  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 8 

The previous articles in Head 2 have been lead-
ing up to this one. It answers the questions about 
why we must preach a particular gospel to all and 
why salvation is all of God’s grace. First, the article 
teaches us the purpose of the cross. God’s grace 
caused him to decree Christ’s death to purchase 
salvation for his people. Second, the article teaches 
us the particularity of the cross. God never had any 
intention of saving anyone besides the elect. Third, 
the article teaches us about the efficacy of the cross. 
Christ’s death accomplished exactly what it was 
intended to. Fourth, the article teaches us that sal-
vation is all-comprehensive. “Christ shall bring to 
glory all of the elect to whom he has given all the 
blessings of salvation and all the saving gifts of the 
Holy Spirit and whom he purges from all sin free 
from every spot and blemish forever” (McGeown). 
Fifth, the article teaches us that faith was purchased 
as part of the gift of salvation. Therefore, it cannot 
be a condition man must fulfill to obtain salvation. 
Sixth, the article teaches us that Christ died to con-
firm the new covenant he promised in Jeremiah 31 
(Matt. 26:28). Sing or pray Psalter #142.

Read Psalm 115:1–11July 23  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Article 9 

This article expands on the truth that God’s pur-
pose in the death of Christ has been accomplished. 
The reason for this is that some read article 8, which 
explains God’s purpose, and respond that that may 
be God’s purpose or plan, but things don’t always 
work out like he had hoped. There are no unfulfilled 
purposes of God laid out in scripture. Psalm 115:3 
reads, “But our God is in the heavens: he hath done 
whatsoever he hath pleased.” Not only are all God’s 
purposes accomplished, but they are powerfully 
accomplished. Satan and all his host can do nothing 
to thwart almighty God. God’s purpose was also 
to show love for the elect. As stated earlier, God 
sent his Son because of his love for his people. His 
love came before the cross; the cross didn’t persuade 
him to love them. The fruit of God’s purpose is that 
the church will endure throughout all of history. In 
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contrast, the Arminians would say the church could 
potentially disappear if no one believes. Sing or pray 
Psalter #279.

Read 1 John 2:1–6July 24  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 1

In point two of their Remonstrance, the Arminians 
twisted the truth taught in John 3:16 and 1 John 2:2, 
which talk about those who believe being saved and 
about Jesus dying for the sins of the whole world, to 
defend their conditional covenant doctrine. 

When we really examine this, we see that the 
Arminians didn’t believe in the cross in any real 
sense at all. The fruit of Christ’s work depended on 
man’s free will, so if no one chose to believe, Christ’s 
death didn’t accomplish anything. The Arminians 
tried to get around this by saying that, even if that 
was the case, Christ still made it possible for those 
who would have believed to be saved. This, however, 
is just playing around with words. The Arminians 
love to claim the Reformed faith takes away the 
value of the cross, but that’s exactly what their false 
teachings do. They say the whole world could perish 
while still insisting that the cross is “necessary, 
profitable, and valuable”? What kind of nonsense is 
that? Sing or pray Psalter #289.

Read Isaiah 53July 25  
Read Canons of Dordt Head 2, Rejection of Errors 1

This doctrine is a slap in God’s face. First, it 
makes the wise God into a fool who sent his Son 
to die either without knowing the outcome or 
without knowing whether his best efforts would 
work. Second, it makes us despise the merits of 
Christ, because he didn’t actually merit anything. 
If I choose to reject him, there’s nothing he can do 
about it. I’m in control of my own destiny. I have the 
power to decide whether I go to heaven or hell. God 
can do nothing but sit on the sidelines with bated 
breath and wait for me to make my fateful decision. 
What folly! Third, it means we can’t confess “an 
holy catholic church,” because we don’t know there 
will always be a church. Simply put, this doctrine is 
contrary to scripture, as we read in passages such as 
Isaiah 53:10–11 and John 10:15, 27. 

At the end of his treatment of head 2, Rev. 
McGeown writes, “Many people believe that the 
difference between Arminianism and the Reformed 
faith is that the former teaches that Christ died for 
everybody, while the latter teaches that Christ died 
for the elect only.” Why is this explanation inad-
equate? Sing or pray Psalter #398.

Read Acts 7:44–53July 26  
There are five heads in the Canons of Dordt 

because there were five heads in the Arminian 
Remonstrance. Heads 3 and 4 are considered 
together in the Canons, because Head 3 appears to 
teach total depravity when allowed to stand by itself, 
but when we combine it with Head 4 we see that is 
not the case. The fourth head of the Remonstrance 
taught that God’s grace is resistible. Rev. McGeown 
points out that our term irresistible grace actually 
isn’t the best, because it could imply to some that 
there are those who want to resist it but are unable 
to. God doesn’t haul kicking and screaming sinners 
into heaven; they come willingly. 

In defense of their position, the Arminians used 
Acts 7:51, which reads, “Ye stiffnecked and uncir-
cumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.” On the 
surface, this may seem like a good proof text for 
this false teaching, but the verse is talking about the 
Jews resisting the Holy Spirit by rejecting the proph-
ets, not by refusing to go to heaven even though the 
Holy Spirit wanted to help bring them there. Sing or 
pray Psalter #404.

Read Ephesians 4:17–32July 27  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Article 1

The Canons begin this section by explaining cre-
ation and the fall, which is crucial to understanding 
the truth regarding free will. Man was created in 
God’s image, meaning he was created with knowl-
edge, righteousness, and holiness (Eph. 4:24; Col. 
3:10). The important point here is that the image 
of God is not something physical or mental; it’s not 
free will. If it were, then the demons would have the 
image of God as well, since they can make certain 
choices too.

There are three reasons given for the fall. First, 
the devil tempted Eve. Second, Adam abused the 
freedom of his will. Third, Adam was guilty of will-
ful rebellion; it was no accident. The consequence of 
this was that man lost the image of God. That image 
is renewed in the elect through Christ’s sacrifice, but 
the reprobate will never have it. In fact, not only will 
the reprobate never have God’s image, but they also 
have adopted the image of the devil, because all men 
are still image-bearers. Therefore, man’s will is not 
free, but is enslaved to his evil nature. Sing or pray 
Psalter #363.
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Read John 8:31–38July 28  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Rejection of 
Errors 2 

The Arminians realized they needed to protect 
their doctrine of free will at all costs in order to 
teach that man was saved when he used that free 
will to accept Christ. To do this, they claimed that 
man’s will was morally neutral both before and 
after the fall. Since man’s will is his ability to choose 
between good and evil, this will (they say) couldn’t 
have possessed spiritual gifts before the fall or lost 
them afterwards. They claim that man’s will was 
always neutral and free in an attempt to exempt it 
from the effects of the fall. 

In answer the Reformed fathers pointed to 
Ephesians 4:24, which we looked at yesterday. This 
verse describes what the image of God is, proving 
that it’s not neutral and free. The truth is that natural 
man’s whole nature fell at the fall, so his will is now 
bound to sin. As Jesus said in John 8:34, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is 
the servant of sin.” Sing or pray Psalter #364.

Read John 1:1–18July 29  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Rejection of 
Errors 3

The Arminians taught that the fall made man’s 
understanding somewhat darkened and his affec-
tions somewhat irregular. Therefore, man’s will is 
hindered but not corrupted by the fall. This means 
that man doesn’t need regeneration; he just needs 
a little nudge of grace to get past these hindrances. 
The Arminians trade education, persuasion, and 
manipulation for regeneration. This, again, just 
places man’s salvation in his own hands. Instead 
of teaching that man relies completely on God to 
be born again, they say “that the new birth occurs 
after faith or even in response to faith, which would 
mean that the sinner is alive before he is made alive” 
(McGeown). 

Arminians often use John 1:12 as proof that 
regeneration is the consequence or reward of faith. 
However, the verse simply states that those who 
have been given faith by God have the right to 
become his adopted children. Besides, the Arminian 
interpretation ignores verse 13, which clearly states 
that regeneration does not occur based on the will of 
man. Sing or pray Psalter #293.

Read Romans 5:12–21July 30  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Article 2 

This article deals with the doctrine of original 
sin, which has two parts: original guilt and original 
pollution. The confessions tend to stress original 
pollution more, since that aspect was under direct 
attack at the time they were written. The doctrine 
of original guilt states that all men are guilty for the 
sin of Adam, since Adam acted as head of the whole 
human race. 

Adam’s headship is especially taught in Romans 
5 and 1 Corinthians 15. 1 Corinthians 15:21–22, 45 
teach that all died in Adam and all God’s people 
are made alive again in Christ. Romans 5:12–21 
compare the representative heads Adam and Christ. 
Adam was the head of all humanity, and Christ is 
the head of the elect. Adam was a type of Christ, 
who is the head over Adam. By one act of rebellion, 
Adam plunged the human race into total depravity, 
and by one act of sacrifice, Christ brought his people 
out of death and into life. These two ideas must go 
together. Sing or pray Psalter #188.

Read Genesis 5:1–5July 31  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Article 2

Let’s contrast the truth of the article with three 
errors. First, Pelagianism attributes worldwide sin 
to imitation, not original pollution. According to 
Pelagius, people do bad things because their envi-
ronment has taught them to do that, not because 
they are born with a sinful, polluted human nature. 
Second, semi-Pelagianism says man has been seri-
ously wounded by the fall, but he’s not spiritually 
dead. Those who propagate this error use analogies 
like a drowning man being offered a lifeline or a sick 
man being offered medicine. Third, Arminianism 
teaches that man has the power to cooperate with 
God’s grace, even if Arminians use the term total 
depravity along the way. We must recognize that all 
assaults on the doctrine of total depravity seek to 
rob God of the power of his grace. 

The truth is that God has righteously punished 
the whole human race with original pollution 
because of Adam’s fall into sin. All of Adam’s chil-
dren were begotten in his own fallen image, not in 
God’s image, as we read in Genesis 5:3. Therefore, 
fallen man has no power to do good; he can only sin. 
Sing or pray Psalter #329.

Read Psalm 51:1–12August 1  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Rejection of 
Errors 1 and Article 3

Arminians insisted that original sin is just a wound, 
not something for which man can be condemned. 
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One of the reasons for their insistence on this today 
is their desire to maintain that children are inno-
cent until they reach the “age of accountability.” 
However, the Bible is clear that men are all totally 
depraved from the moment of their conception. The 
reformers quickly destroyed this false teaching by 
pointing to Romans 5:12 and 6:23.

Article 3 breaks down more fully what this 
total depravity means for man. First, all men are 
conceived in sin (Ps. 51:5). Second, all men are by 
nature children of wrath (Eph. 2:3). Third, all men 
are incapable of doing any good. Fourth, all men 
are prone to evil (Gen. 6:5). Fifth, all men are dead 
in sin (Eph. 2:1). Sixth, all men are in bondage to 
sin (John 8:34). The only way man can be changed 
is by the power of the Holy Spirit working in his 
heart. He is spiritually dead, not just wounded. Sing 
or pray Psalter #298.

Read Romans 8:1–11August 2  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Rejection of 
Errors 4 

In article 3 we read that man is “incapable of 
saving good,” but do not read that to mean that 
there is some form of good which man is capable of. 
That’s the lie rejected here. The Arminians taught 
that fallen man can “hunger and thirst after righ-
teousness and life, and offer the sacrifice of a contrite 
and broken spirit.” This is not true, however, for 
only the elect have a true sorrow for sin. As we read 
in Romans 8:8, “So then they that are in the flesh 
cannot please God.” They cannot please him with 
heartfelt sorrow for sin. How horrible it would be if 
anything else were true! Instead of being assured of 
my salvation as I experience the Holy Spirit working 
in me and making me sorry for my sins, I must now 
wonder whether that sorrow is genuine or just the 
yearnings of a reprobate heart? How terrifying! We 
thank God that our heartfelt sorrow for sin does 
indeed give us the assurance that we’ve been regen-
erated. Sing or pray Psalter #239.

Read Titus 1:5–16August 3  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Article 4

The first three articles in Heads 3–4 laid out the 
truth of total depravity. At first glance, it might seem 
that articles 4–5 give the unregenerate some hope 
outside of Christ, but that is not the case. Article 4 
was misused in 1924. At that time, the CRC used 
the first part to defend their claim that common 
grace allowed wicked man to do some good works 
that were pleasing to God. However, it’s ridiculous 

to claim this article teaches man still has some 
good in him, because that would directly contradict 
everything that was just taught in articles 1–3. We 
must understand that these “glimmerings of natural 
light” do not belong to the image of God, for man 
lost that at the fall. 

Besides, the Canons go on to say that not only 
do these glimmerings fail to improve the wicked 
spiritually, but the reprobate’s misuse of them makes 
their situation even worse. In Romans 1:18 we read 
that unbelievers “hold the truth in unrighteous-
ness.” Titus 1:15 says, “Unto them that are defiled 
and unbelieving is nothing pure.” Finally, Romans 
3:12 tells us, “There is none that doeth good, no, not 
one.” Sing or pray Psalter #234.

Read Romans 1:18–25August 4  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Article 4

Let us examine what the Canons tell us about 
these “glimmerings.” First, we read that man retains 

“some knowledge of God.” This simply means that 
man must still admit that there is a God, as we read 
in passages like Romans 1:18–23, even though he 
may do his best to deny it. Second, man still has 

“some knowledge…of natural things.” Man can 
still study things and learn about the world around 
him, although those studies are pointless without 
the proper biblical foundation. Third, man still has 

“some knowledge…of the differences between good 
and evil.” Man knows what’s right and wrong, but 
that knowledge only serves to make his condemna-
tion all the greater when he knowingly rejects the 
right way. Fourth, man still “discovers some regard 
for virtue, good order in society, and for maintain-
ing an orderly external deportment.” Man does 
these things, not simply because they are right, but 
because he wants to have a good life, and he under-
stands that living in an openly wicked way will 
negatively affect what he’s able to achieve on this 
earth. Sing or pray Psalter #324.

Read Galatians 2:15–21August 5  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Article 5

The “law of the decalogue” here refers to the 
ten commandments. The article makes it clear that 
unregenerate man still can’t do any good even if he 
fully understands the ten commandments. Instead, 
the law simply uncovers the greatness of his sin and 
tempts him to commit more of it in rejection against 
God. Salvation can’t be obtained by knowledge of 
the law alone. This is stated clearly in Galatians 
2:16, where we read, “Knowing that a man is not 
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justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law: for by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified.” Verses like Romans 
3:28 and Galatians 3:11–12 teach this as well. And 
so we see that both the light of nature and the law 
of God do nothing more than leave men without 
excuse. Sing or pray Psalter #321.

Read Psalm 147:12–20August 6  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Rejection of 
Errors 5

There are a number of Arminian errors to point 
out here. First, wicked man can’t even use the 

“glimmerings of natural light” he has aright, as we 
discussed earlier. Second, the light of nature man 
has is not a grace that is common to all men, as the 
Arminians attest. Third, there is no salvation outside 
of Christ. No one is saved without being regener-
ated. There is no cooperation between a free will 
and a common grace by which an unbeliever can 
attain his own salvation. Fourth, it doesn’t make 
any sense to say that God “efficiently” gives all men 
the means necessary for conversion if not everyone 
is converted. If giving everyone the means is God’s 
purpose, then truly he is very inefficient indeed. 
In truth, God reveals Christ to few and hides him 
from many. For example, in Psalm 147:19–20 we 
read that God revealed his statutes and judgments 

to Israel, but not to other nations. Praise be to God 
that, through Christ’s death, we have been made 
citizens of the New Testament Israel! Sing or pray 
Psalter #312.

Read 1 Thessalonians 1August 7  
Read Canons of Dordt Heads 3–4, Articles 6 and 7

We are only saved by the Holy Spirit work-
ing through the gospel, not by the natural light of 
reason or the law. The Holy Spirit works in our 
hearts through the preaching of “the glad tidings 
concerning the Messiah.” We see this in verses like 1 
Thessalonians 1:5a, where we read, “For our gospel 
came not unto you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” 
Again, salvation is all of God: “the Father ordained 
it, the Son purchased it, and the Spirit applies it” 
(McGeown).

In article 7 the gospel is called a mystery. A 
mystery here refers to something that’s hidden in 
the secret counsel of God, not a riddle or confus-
ing case, as we generally think of a mystery. God 
reveals this mystery only to some, and he chooses 
who those will be solely based on his good pleasure. 
It has nothing to do with their own worthiness. In 
response to this wonderful truth, we must accept 
it humbly and gratefully, hold the gospel dear, and 
adore God’s justice. Do you feel privileged to be 
able to hear faithful preaching each Sunday? What a 
blessing it truly is! Sing or pray Psalter #314.

BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Tyce David, son of Mr. & Mrs. Eric & LeAnne 

Westra—Loveland, CO
Landon Cody-Alan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Blake & 

Samantha DeBoer—Loveland, CO
Dena Kay, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Tony & Laura 

VanDonselaar—Southwest, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven.” Matthew 10:32

Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
was made by:
Lilly Engelsma, Emily Kaptein—Byron Center, MI
Austin Campbell, Jordan Stains—Loveland, CO

MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be 
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Chad Solanyk and Miss Mackenzie Kuiper—

Byron Center, MI
Mr. Mitchell Miedema and Miss Anna Langerak—

Georgetown, MI
Mr. Peter Kleyn and Miss Kamy Zwak—Grace, MI
Mr. David Kuiper and Miss Alycia Pipe—Southwest, 

MI
Mr. Ryan Schipper and Miss Hailey Mulder—

Southwest, MI

Church News Melinda Bleyenberg
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FOUR GREAT THINGS UPON THE EARTH (2):  
THE GREYHOUND

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

Tricia is a member of Unity Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.

“There be three things which go well, yea, four are 
comely in going:…A greyhound” (Prov. 30:29, 31).

The greyhound dog crouches, muscles tensed. At the 
signal, it springs forward. It is a long, slim dog with 
short, sleek fur. Its muscles are strong, pushing it to 
fly faster and faster over the ground. It is a beautiful 
sight, watching the dog gracefully run. 

Have you ever seen your pet dog or your neigh-
bor’s dog run really fast? It is really beautiful to 
watch a dog stretch its body and run as fast as it 
possibly can. 

The breed of dog called the greyhound has been 
used as a racing and hunting dog since all the way 
back in Bible times. As a hunting dog, it was fast 
enough to keep up with whatever animal the people 
were hunting. It can run as fast as forty miles per 
hour, which is as fast or faster than a normal horse 
can run. 

In the Bible, the wicked are swift to do bad things 
and hurt God’s people (Prov. 6:18). They don’t just 
walk in ways that are against God’s commands, but 
they run toward their sins. 

Even though we are children of God, we tend to 
be swift in running toward sin as well. It is a lot 
easier for us to run in sin than walk in God’s ways. 
We run toward things that make us happy, but we 
drag our feet when going to church or learning our 
Sunday School memory verse. 

In the greyhound, we also have a picture of God’s 
swiftness. The Bible talks about how God’s com-
mands are swift (Ps. 147:15). When he wants some-
thing to happen, he can make it happen quickly. 
Things happen when God wants them to. When we 
are in trouble, we don’t have to wonder if God won’t 
be able to get there in time. He is always present 
and always able to give us the strength and grace 
we need.
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