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 This was a textbook for one of my education courses at Calvin College this past semester, 

and honestly, I hardly read any of it. I simply read the title and figured its content didn’t apply 

much to me since I will be teaching in one of our Christian schools in the future, Lord willing. 

When I was asked to do a book review on it, at first I was slightly worried that I would not be 

able to get much out of the book in the way of application. However, when I gave the book a 

thorough reading, I found several points of application that I thought were worthy to share with 

my fellow Christians, whether teachers or otherwise. 

 First, we are incredibly blessed to have our Christian schools, where we can gather 

together with fellow believers to teach the future generation of the church. There we may freely 

express and profess our faith in God through our actions and words without the threat of 

breaking laws set in place by the government, as found in the public schools. There are numerous 

laws in the public schools that restrict, prohibit, or allow certain aspects of religions to guarantee 

equality for everyone’s beliefs. Christian Teachers in Public Schools extensively discusses the 

laws and legal rights regarding religion within the public school setting. The balance of 

maintaining a safe zone for every religion as required by law and still keeping within personal 

religious beliefs can be a difficult struggle for many Christians who teach there. Through the 

gracious hand of God, our Christian schools are places where we may freely teach and discuss 

our faith, which we often take for granted, especially when we are students attending them. 



 Second, although our Christian witness is restricted in a certain manner in the public 

schools by law, such as by not being allowed to speak about or discuss our personal faith, we can 

and must demonstrate our faith in God through our actions and in the ways we live our lives in 

and outside the school. Others may face similar limitations in their workplaces as well, yet we 

must always be witnesses of our faith through our actions and lives. In the way that Christian 

Teachers in Public Schools presents this, it reminded me of our calling to be witnesses of our 

faith in every aspect of our lives. We don’t know how God brings his people to faith, and he 

might use our witness and testimony to gather some of his flock. This can also serve as an 

encouragement to Christian schoolteachers to continue to fill every aspect of their classrooms 

with their Christian faith in God to further instruct the children of God in the fear of his name. 

 Finally, Christian Teachers in Public Schools discusses two purposes of education. The 

first generally applies in the Christian and public schools: preparing students for their lives in the 

world and giving them all the necessary knowledge to succeed. The government has set 

standards and guidelines to help accomplish this goal. However, the second purpose is the most 

important goal in a Christian school: teaching students to come to know God, his wonderful 

creation, and how to care for his world. As Christian schoolteachers, we must not lose sight of 

this primary goal of Christian education, especially amongst all the current pressures of the 

academic context.  

 Every Christian teacher will have a different experience within the public schools, 

whether their time spent there is for a college course, student teaching, or some other situation. 

Whatever the case may be, it is good to know the general rules and guidelines made by the 

government regarding religion, because although we do not agree with other religions, we must 

still obey the government God has placed over us. The various laws remind us of the immense 



blessings we have in our Christian schools. And no matter what situation God has placed us in, 

we must be continual witnesses of the faith we have in God. 
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