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As Reformed Christians immigrated to North America, they established Presbyterian and 

Reformed churches and brought their versions of psalter numbers with them. By the late 1800s, 

many English psalter versions existed from a number of different sources.  

In 1893, the United Presbyterian Church in North America started a project to collect all 

these various English psalters, many of them haphazard updates of the Scottish Psalter, into one 

Psalter for use in North American Reformed churches. They gathered nine denominations 

together, including the Christian Reformed Church.  

The goal was to create a Psalter that was easy to sing and yet remain true to the Psalms. 

They also wanted to match each psalter number to its own tune. At that time, it was often the 

case that tunes were reused for a number of psalter numbers. The goal for this new, updated 

Psalter was to make memorization easier with each tune used only once.  

Many tunes from American composers were added, such as those by Lowell Mason and 

William B. Bradbury. In the 1800s, Lowell Mason wrote simple tunes that were easy for a 

congregation to sing, and he was often criticized for not writing more complicated songs for 

choirs. William B. Bradbury lived at the same time as Lowell Mason and also wrote songs for 

congregations to sing. He is known as the composer of the tune for the children’s song Jesus 

Loves Me as well as several tunes to traditional hymns. Fifty-six tunes in the 1912 Psalter are 

from these two composers.  

 The committee put together by the nine denominations worked on this psalter revision 

from 1895 until 1909, a total of 14 years. From there, an editorial committee made final revisions 

and tune selections until, finally, the Psalter was published in 1912.  



Two years later, the Christian Reformed Church approved the Psalter for use in its 

English speaking churches. Only ten years later, when the Protestant Reformed Churches split 

from the CRC, the founders of the PRC brought the Psalter with them into their new 

denomination.  
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