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It was a poignant end to Bible study.
The adult Bible study of Byron Center PRC had 

just concluded its last class of the year by finishing 
with the last verse of Acts 14. The leader, Mr. Leroy 
De Vries, announced his relief that the class had 
made it through chapter 14, so the group could start 
next year with Acts 15:1. 

“But you will have to find another leader.”
Leroy is dying. He will not be around for our 

Bible study next year. The doctors took him off all 
cancer medicine (that was making his life miserable) 
and told him he had six months to live.

What is it like to face death? And not someday far 
off in the future, but soon?

I asked Leroy if I could interview him to hear the 
perspective of a man who is facing the imminent 
reality that all of us will one day face. My thought 
was that the things he has learned in the crucible of 
death might be used “for our learning” (Rom. 15:4). 

Leroy and his wife Sandy were gracious in receiv-
ing me and patient in answering this inexperienced 
editor’s questions (emphatically no Allistair Begg, 
theologian and pastor of a 3,500-member congre-
gation near Cleveland, Ohio, by whom they were 
visited a few months earlier). 

Leroy and Sandy’s thoughts and insights have 

informed and shaped the editorial that follows, and 
I am grateful to them for it. 

The editorial will focus on the topic of death—
not something that many of us talk about with any 
regularity. However, it is a topic that some young 
people have to discuss, because they face the pros-
pect of life without their mother, father, or sibling. 

Dying is something we all fear, and will all face. 
Ignoring it may work for a while, but it will not be 
long before we are confronted by it. Leroy and Sandy 
said it would be good for us to think about death at 
a younger age—not so that we can go around with 
long faces and teary eyes, but so we can see the truth 
of the matter, as they have come to see it. “Death is 
a positive.” What a remarkable confession! Here is 
what it means to “die the death of the righteous” 
(Num. 23:10). 

I hope that the editorial may strike up conversa-
tions about the brevity of our lives, so we can see 
that for the believing child of God the tamed and 
fangless viper, death, has lost its sting and is no 
longer the victor (1 Cor. 15:55).

I say Leroy will not be around for “our” Bible 
study next year. Which is not to say that he will not 
be engaged in a study of his own. He will be. The 
one led by Jesus Christ. 

Issue at Hand Dewey Engelsma

Editorial Dewey Engelsma

A FEAST UNLIkE ANY 
OTHER
You can’t imagine life without him. 

Seeing your dad scoop up your younger sister 
in his arms and smother her with kisses while she 
giggles with delight and pretends that she wants to 
get out of his clutches brings a smile to everyone’s 
face. Maybe it’s playing catch in the backyard or 
burrowing into his arms at night as he reads you a 

book before bed. Maybe it’s his gentle admonish-
ments (or sometimes not so gentle, when you know 
you’ve gone too far) to pick up your room or the 
bathroom, or “help your mother clean the table!” 
Dad was there yesterday, he is here today, and cer-
tainly, he will be there tomorrow. Until there are 
no more treatments to try, and death is only a few 
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months away. 
Maybe it’s your mom who is sick. And not just, 

“Mom has the flu and will be better soon,” but 
“Mom is sick, and the doctors say if this chemo 
treatment doesn’t work, she won’t be around to cel-
ebrate my birthday in six months.” 

It’s not possible for Mom to be gone! The house 
would stop running! Not only does Mom do, well, 
everything, but she is the very picture and example 
of love. Where else do you run, but to your mother? 

Did you have a sister or brother that died? For 
you and your family, there were no words strong 
enough to describe the pain. All joy had been sucked 
out of life, and you didn’t care if tomorrow came or 
not. In fact, you almost resented the fact that the 
sun rose the next morning. How dare time continue 
as if nothing had happened? The beauty of a spring 
morning stood in stark contrast to your dark and 
stormy emotions. 

It’s the finality of death that is so scary. It means 
the end of so many things: no more fishing, bike 
rides, or birthday cakes. No more working in the 
yard on Saturday or playing catch behind the house. 
Mom or Dad will not be there for your wedding, or 
to see your first baby get baptized. 

We think to ourselves: It shouldn’t be this way. 
This is too hard, too painful. 

But it is this way—death is a reality for some 
now, but for all of us someday. 

You may still ask, however, why? Is all of this 
pain and suffering really necessary? Can’t there 
be an easier way? With our act of sin in our first 
father Adam, death was introduced, and the way 
of the Christian life is now a way of suffering and 
trial. We try to mask this reality by surrounding 
ourselves with comfortable things, or as Leroy and 
Sandy said, “We hide from the reality of death.” In 
one of the books the De Vrieses recommended, the 
author, Mark Ashton, quotes Sir Thomas Browne 
to illustrate this point that “The long habit of living 
indisposeth us for dying.”1 Death strips away this 
façade. Our attention is driven away from this life 
and to another. 

The Christian life is a life of constant and ongo-
ing transformation. We are led from physical and 
spiritual immaturity to physical and spiritual matu-
rity. No longer do we have our affections fixated 
on the earthly, but as new creatures in Christ (2 
Cor. 5:17), we put our affections more and more on 

1  On My Way to Heaven, Ashton, Mark, 
10Publishing, 2010, p 6.

things above. We are transformed from children who 
desire spiritual milk to men and women who devour 
strong meat (Heb. 5:13–14). This transformation 
takes place slowly, oftentimes painfully, in the life 
of the believing child of child. J.C. Ryle vividly 
described it in his book Holiness, that “The work 
of sanctification within the child of God is like the 
wall of Jerusalem—the building goes forward, ‘even 
in troublous times’ (Dan. 9:25).” John Calvin wrote, 
“And indeed, this restoration does not take place in 
one moment or one day or one year; but through 
continual and sometimes even slow advances God 
wipes out in his elect the corruption of the flesh.”2 
Facing death in our loved ones, or perhaps in our-
selves, is an instrument God uses in our personal 
transformation, to remind us that it is “through 
much tribulation [that we] enter into the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 14:22). As Leroy put it in our meeting, 
“Priorities change; things don’t matter anymore.”

For some, death is a terror. For others, it should 
be. I think of the man or woman who has decided 
that they have had enough of marriage and parenting 
and who, leaving a trail of destruction behind them, 
walk out of their home and into the arms of another. 
Such a man or woman should follow the hopeless 
and terrifying advice of the poet Dylan Thomas and 
“Rage, rage against the dying of the light.”

For the child of God, there is no raging against 
the dying of the light. This is not because of the child 
of God himself or herself. As Leroy stated, “We are 
owed death.” “Death (has) passed upon all men” 
through the sin of our first father, Adam (Rom. 
5:12). The verdict upon all of mankind is guilty—
guilty of violating the clear command of God not to 
eat of the Tree, guilty of not loving God with all of 
our hearts and guilty of not loving our neighbor as 
ourselves, and guilty of taking every single one of 
the Ten Commandments and trampling it underfoot. 

Death should be a terror for all of us. Thanks be 
to God that it isn’t. 

The power of death, for the believing child of 
God, has been conquered, so that it is no longer the 
fearsome foe that it once was, and continues to be for 
those outside of Christ. For the child of God, death 
is now pressed into the service of King Jesus and is 
an instrument that is used to transport the believer 
from earth to glory. This enables the outlook of the 
believer, when facing death, to be markedly different 

2  Calvin’s Institutes, 3.3.9, as cited in One with 
Christ: An Evangelical Theology of Salvation, Marcus 
Peter Johnson, Crossway, p 132.
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Many would say that it is a good thing when a mar-
riage lasts for life. In fact, those who have remained 
married for a long time are sometimes interviewed 
and asked what their secret is. Indeed, many praise a 
long marriage. Few, however, confess that the mar-
riage bond is always lifelong, meaning that even if a 
divorce takes place, that divorce does not sever the 
bond. Yet this is what God says.

Marriage is a lifelong covenant bond patterned 

after the lifelong marriage union between Christ 
and his church. There is one ground given for 
divorce, namely, fornication. Yet if a divorce takes 
place, remarriage is prohibited as long as both the 
man and the woman are still alive. The reason why 
remarriage is prohibited is that a divorce does not 
sever the lifelong marriage bond.

Before considering some applications of this doc-
trine to both dating and marriage, we look at one 

from that of the unbeliever. This was driven home 
to me as I sat in the living room of the couple for 
whom death is not abstract. There was no anger, 
no raging, no bitter, rash questioning of God’s way 
for them. The sadness revealed there was not even 
a stoic resignation, rather a contented waiting upon 
the will of their Father in heaven. 

This does not mean that there is no pain in the 
death of a loved one. Far from it. Weeping is an 
appropriate response to the dissolution of the earthly 
ties (see John 11:35). But amid our sorrow, there is 
hope. 

This is not because physically the righteous die 
differently. We face the same diagnosis as the world, 
the same chemotherapy, and the same surgeries. The 
same pains and physical indignities are visited upon 
righteous and unrighteous alike. 

The difference is spiritual. The power of death 
has been conquered by one who took upon himself 
our human nature and who submitted himself to 
death and the grave, not to be conquered by it, but 
to overthrow its power. “But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57). Through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, young child of God, that final breath 
taken by your mother, father, sibling, or friend, 
whether taken at the end of a long, painful sickness 
or suddenly in an accident, is only the last breath 
they take in this vale of tears. 

Perhaps the hardest part will be the empty spot 
at the kitchen table where your mom or dad used 
to sit. It was their spot. And it’s empty now. The 
void reminds you of their absence every time you sit 
down to eat. 

But let the word of God remind you of another 
supper: the feast that your loved one will soon join, 
or has already joined. The Bible calls it the marriage 
supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7–9). At this supper, 
we read of a woman being seated. The reference 
is to the church, but it’s okay if you think of it as 
referring to your mom; she is a part of that church. 
She is dressed in the most beautiful clothes you can 
imagine. This dinner is a wedding feast, so your 
mom must be dressed that way. Every guest wears 
those same stunningly radiant clothes. A few tried 
to come in wearing something else, but they were 
thrown out (Matt. 22:11–13). 

The feast is in honor of someone very special—the 
Lamb, who is Jesus Christ. The clothes your mom 
or dad are wearing is the righteousness of Christ. 
But the Lamb is so gracious that he adorns your 
parent with those clothes and then calls them their 
righteousnesses. 

Glory awaits your mom! Glory awaits your dad! 
Your sister or brother who died is seated at that 
table, adorned with those lovely clothes! 

God is visiting you—to bring your loved one to 
himself in glory and to remind you again that this 
life is not your home. We are pilgrims and strangers, 
and our longing for our heavenly home is increased 
when a loved one is stricken in this way. Who wants 
this life to be all that there is when it is filled with 
such pain?

“And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they 
which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 19:9). 

A feast awaits! Blessed are those called to that 
supper!

Christian Living Rev. James Laning

BELIEVING THE PERMANENCY OF MARRIAGE (3)
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passage that some say gives a ground for divorce and 
remarriage. “But if the unbelieving depart, let him 
depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in 
such cases: but God hath called us to peace (1 Cor. 
7:15).”

Some say that, in addition to fornication, deser-
tion is a ground for a divorce. A deserted spouse, it 
is said, is allowed not only to get a divorce, but also 
to marry someone else. 

That, however, would clearly contradict the pas-
sages we have already looked at that state quite clearly 
that the marriage bond continues for life (Rom. 
7:2–3; 1 Cor. 7:39; Mark 10:11–12). Furthermore, 
if we look at the wording of 1 Corinthians 7:15, we 
can see that God is not talking here about the sever-
ing of the marriage bond. He says that a brother or 
sister who lets an unbelieving spouse depart is “not 
under bondage.” He does not say that the believer 
in this situation is “no longer bound” to his or her 
departing spouse. When a believer lets his or her 
unbelieving spouse depart he is still “bound” yet not 
“under bondage.”

The state of being “bound” in marriage contin-
ues until death. One of the verses we have looked 
at which teaches this is found in this very chapter: 
“The wife is bound by the law as long as her hus-
band liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at 
liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39).

Nothing other than death severs the marriage 
bond.

The verb translated “bound” in verse 39 is dif-
ferent from the verb translated “under bondage” in 
verse 15, and the two verbs mean different things. 
To be “not under bondage” is to be not enslaved. If a 
believer has an unbelieving spouse who departs, the 
believer who has remained faithful is not spiritually 
enslaved. He is not guilty before God and in bond-
age to sin, even though he vowed to dwell with his 
spouse who has left him. He might feel guilty dwell-
ing apart from his spouse. Yet our heavenly Father 
comforts him, assuring him that he is righteous in 
Christ. God grants peace to the hearts of his people, 
and the sinful conduct of an unbelieving spouse will 
not change that.

Sadly, a believer who has been deserted by an 
unbelieving spouse is often tempted by others to 
remarry. This is especially the case if the spouse 
that departed commits yet another sin by marrying 
someone else. The believer in this situation, in addi-
tion to experiencing the tremendous grief of having 
his or her spouse leave and marry someone else, also 
frequently has to deal with people who encourage 

him or her to remarry.
Some of those tempters may even profess to be 

believers, perhaps even Reformed believers. It is not 
that uncommon to hear comments like these: “I go 
to a Reformed church that allows for remarriage 
after divorce.” “Your church stands virtually alone 
in its view of divorce and remarriage.” “Even the 
Reformers allowed for remarriage after divorce.” 
“Certainly our loving God would not want you to 
be unhappy for the rest of your life.”

Sometimes a child of God is tempted like this 
again and again. He or she is being tempted not only 
to commit adultery but also to leave a church that 
is proclaiming the truth and to join a church that 
maintains false doctrine, at least regarding marriage.

This sad situation is not all that uncommon. 
Some of our churches have one or more members 
who are experiencing this. If we are in this situation, 
we must remain steadfast and refuse to give in to 
temptation. God will bless the believer who remains 
faithful. Even in sorrow, such a believer will have 
peace in his or her heart, a peace that only God can 
give.

Our covenant God will bless not only the believer 
who remains faithful but also his or her children. 
There may be tempters who say, “Consider your 
children. They need a father.” Or, “They need a 
mother.” Heed them not. The Lord is faithful. He 
will bless the believer and his or her children.

We must warn a believer if we come to know that 
he or she is contemplating marrying someone else 
and leaving a church where the truth is preached. 
If a person does that, he or she will be walking in 
the sin of adultery. No matter what others may say, 
God refers to such a person as an adulterer. And an 
adulterer will have no peace and no real joy.

It is important for us to remember to encourage 
God’s people who have been deserted. We must 
encourage them to remain faithful and comfort 
them with the covenant promises of our faithful 
God and Father. Our Lord will certainly bless them 
and also their children. May we remember them in 
our prayers and include them in our fellowship.

Next time, Lord willing, we will consider some 
more practical applications of the biblical teaching 
concerning the lifelong bond of marriage.

Rev. Laning is the pastor of Hull Protestant 
Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa.
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As we wrap up our discussion on personal devo-
tions, let’s look at the second part of them: prayer. 

If we were to ask ourselves how we truly felt 
about prayer, I fear many of us would answer that 
we merely feel an obligation to pray. We are afraid 
to neglect it because, as the Heidelberg Catechism 
reminds us, it is the chief part of thankfulness. But 
prayer is more of an arduous task and doesn’t seem 
to refresh us as it ought. Prayer is difficult, and it 
should be. But successful prayer is also refreshing 
and strengthening. 

Prayer is (and should be) difficult because it is a 
great privilege. What a great privilege to be able to 
come before our great God and speak to him! Who 
is he? He is Creator and Sustainer. Read about the 
latest scientific discoveries on earth and in space—
from black holes, stars, and galaxies to amazing 
creatures that live in the deepest parts of the ocean—
and stand in awe of the powerful God that made 
and controls them. He is Judge. Learn about the 
confusion the current courts struggle with and stand 
in awe of the wisdom of God in his perfect justice 
in all things. He is THE King. All nations will bow 
to him. Now contrast that image of God with tiny 
man, and the magnitude of his greatness multiplies. 
And remember that this privilege to come before the 
throne of the Almighty God was purchased with the 
highest price, the blood of his dear and only begot-
ten Son (Heb. 10:19). 

These are all very good things to keep in mind as 
we prepare to pray. These thoughts will cause us to 
pause and keep a reverent heart as we go through 
our petitions. This takes effort and care. But being 
reverent in prayer does not require us to borrow 
pious-sounding phrases that cause us to stumble 
over our words and churn out empty petitions. Use 
your own words to bring your requests to him and 
trust the Spirit to make our sincere and humble 
prayers right (Rom. 8:26). 

Thoughts on the privilege and cost of prayer 
might cause us to be afraid to bring him any peti-
tion that is too personal, fearing it isn’t worthy to 
be brought into this high court. But remember that 
it is the throne of GRACE we come to and that the 
God to whom we pray is compassionate. God loves 
to hear our prayers (Prov. 15:8) and encourages us 

to make every request known to him (Phil. 4:6–7). 
He calls us to pour out our hearts to him (Ps. 62:8). 
He is a God that understands (Ps. 147:5) and cares. 
In Psalm 56:8 God is said to have a book in which 
he keeps account of each wandering and a bottle 
for every tear. God loves to give good gifts to his 
children (Ps. 84:11). He owns all things and is ready 
to use all things for our good. Bring every petition to 
him with a submissive heart, trusting him to give or 
withhold as it seems good to him for you. Asking for 
some great need often becomes a wrestling match. 
We wrestle with whether what we are asking for is 
good and struggle to trust that God knows whether 
he should grant our request. As we bring our need 
to God day after day, he will give us our desire in 
his time, or the peace to accept that he has chosen to 
withhold it for our good. 

Do we hesitate to pray because we believe so 
strongly in the sovereign will of God in all things 
that we feel our prayer is powerless? God himself 
tells us he uses prayer as the means both to fulfill 
his decrees and to pour out his heavenly blessings 
upon us (Matt. 7:7–8). God himself has told us that 
our prayers “avail much” (James 5:16). Daniel 10 
teaches that God uses prayer as a means to fulfill 
his decrees. Here the angel that was sent to Daniel 
tells him, “[T]hy words were heard, and I am come 
for thy words” (v. 12). Genesis 32:28 says Jacob had 
power with God. And James 4:2 argues the point 
further by saying negatively, “ye have not, because 
ye ask not.” 

What comes to mind when we think of petition-
ary prayer? We think of the “sick and afflicted” and 
try to pray specifically for those we’ve heard of. We 
think of the mission fields and try to pray specifically 
for God’s blessing upon missions that have been 
on our minds lately. We think of our schools and 
denomination. We think of our physical needs. We 
pray for the grieving. That is where the list ends for 
most of us. I would like to encourage you to think 
more about your own spiritual needs and the spiri-
tual needs of those close to you. We all have a very 
important job to do every day: “Be ye holy” (1 Pet. 
1:16). Are we spiritually mature enough to realize 
what a battle this is? Do we have the determination 
of David to make it through one day and be able to 

Christian Living Lisa Potjer

THE NEEDFUL CLOSET (3): PRAYER
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say (to some degree) to God at night that we have 
done well (Ps. 17:3)?

As we fight for holiness, we need daily to root 
out our sin. Prayer is also difficult because it should 
include confession of sins. Confessing sins takes the 
hard and unpleasant work of self-examination. But 
we don’t want to remain day after day in the filth 
of our sins. Find cleansing and experience forgive-
ness and sanctification by confessing specific sins in 
prayer! This work also gives us a renewed resolve to 
fight that sin harder in each new day.

The benefits of prayer are not limited to receiving 
our needs met by a loving hand. Jeremiah 33:3 tells us 
that through prayer, God will give us more than we 
ask. You will experience a stronger tie with the body 
of Christ as you pray for others and the kingdom 
causes; a softening of your own heart as you bring 
him conflicts and ask for his help and guidance; a 
confidence that stays with you throughout the day 
as you experience more and more that he is always 
with you (how else does he know your needs before 
you even bring them to him?); a growth in humility 
as you realize your own weaknesses by constantly 
examining yourself; a heart that is content in all 
things as you think about what needs you want to 
bring to him and watch how he lovingly responds 
and supplies each of those needs; and a deepening 
of your sense of peace as you are assured again and 
again of forgiveness. When we consider all of these 
gifts (and there are more), surely the struggles we 
encounter in prayer are worth the rewards! 

A few tips: Staying focused in prayer is always a 
struggle. Our minds move faster than we want them 
to. We are in the midst of a prayer and suddenly, 
instead of praying, we are thinking about what the 
plan is for dinner that night. I find it helps to whisper 

my prayers and to keep a prayer journal. Not only 
does a prayer journal help with staying focused, 
but it also helps you to have a good plan for your 
prayer. You want to come into the court of the King 
with a purpose. You don’t wander aimlessly; know 
your needs, the needs of others, and the needs of his 
kingdom. Plan also to respond to what you read and 
to praise him for specific things. I have sometimes 
found it helpful to use the acronym ACTS—adora-
tions, confessions, thanksgivings, and supplications. 

My final suggestion would be to start with small 
prayers and ask God to help them grow. When you 
ask God to teach you to pray, trust that he will. He 
will teach you how to pray and even what to pray 
for. Our Father is patient. We need only to be chil-
dren, willing to be taught and led. As your prayers 
grow, you will more and more leave the throne of 
grace with that special peace and renewed strength 
because you have succeeded in bringing him your 
desires and he answered you before you spoke. You 
will come to love prayer as a cherished treasure to be 
taken out and enjoyed again and again.

I would like to end with Psalm 91. You can read 
the entire beautiful psalm; I will just give you verse 
1. “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most 
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” 
That secret place is your “closet” where you spend 
that needful time with him in personal devotions. 
Start your day there, and so many blessings will be 
yours as he keeps you in his shadow. Think of the 
God we described earlier. Who doesn’t want to stay 
in his shadow every moment of life here below?

Lisa is a wife, mother, and member of Georgetown 
Protestant Reformed Church in Hudsonville, 
Michigan.

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

With a simple prophetic reference to the destruc-
tion of the temple (Matt. 24:2), the disciples’ minds 
immediately went to the end of the world, “Tell us, 
when shall these things be? And what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 
(v. 3). Jesus’ answer begins with a sobering warning, 
“Take heed that no man deceive you” (vs. 4–5) and 
from there he identifies the signs of his coming that 

they would see, hear, and experience. 
Following that introduction of vs. 1–3, the 

remainder of Matthew 24 can be considered in 
three parts. First, Jesus gives a general outline of 
the various signs of the times (vs. 4–14). Second, 
he provides a more detailed explanation of the very 
last days of this age, including the appearance of the 
Abomination of Desolation, the Great Tribulation, 

Convention Discussion Outlines Rev. David Noorman
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and the glorious appearance of the Son of Man him-
self (vs. 15–31). Third and finally, Jesus applies this 
instruction to the disciples (vs. 32–51). 

It is important that all of God’s people, young 
and old, understand and are able to recognize the 
signs of the end. Jesus was not willing to leave his 
disciples without giving them this all-important 
lesson! 

I. Observing the Signs: Matthew 24:4–14

A. What are some of the different kinds of signs 
that Jesus outlined? Which of these do you 
see most prominently today? Can you see how 
these signs have increased in frequency and 
intensity since the days of the disciples?

B. What one sign seems to stand above the rest? 
Why might this be?

C. Why is God pleased to give us signs at all? 
What purpose do they serve?

II. Experiencing the End: Matthew 24:15–31

A. What is the message of Christ to those who 
shall see the Abomination of Desolation 
(Antichrist) standing in the holy place?

B. What will be the nature of the Great 
Tribulation? And what comfort is afforded to 
those who will endure it?

III. Being Ready: Matthew 24:32–51

A. Seeing that no man knows the day or the hour 
of his coming, the calling Jesus gives to us is 
“Watch!” How do we do this? What might 
distract us from this calling? How, as young 
people, can we help each other with this?

B. Jesus builds on this command in vs. 44–51, 
where he teaches us that he will come in such 
a day that the wicked are not looking for him, 
“Therefore be ye also ready!” What does 
it mean to be ready? How can we as young 
people be prepared for his coming?

UNASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL

Convention Discussion Outlines Rev. Heath Bleyenberg

We live in the midst of a wicked world where the 
gospel truths are openly mocked and ridiculed. Thus, 
there is great pressure placed upon the Christian to 
live godly and there is great pressure to compromise 
our faith. The apostle Paul knew firsthand the pres-
sures of godly living and yet he boldly confesses in 
Romans 1:16 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth.” 

I. The Gospel—The gospel literally means “the 
good news.” 

A. When you survey the Bible, what at bottom is 
the good news? Why is this truth so precious to 
God’s people? (Cf. Gen. 3:15, 2 Sam. 7:12–14, 
Isa. 9:6, Mal. 4:2–3, Matt. 1:20–23.) 

B. The gospel includes ALL the truths of 
Scripture, including the distinctive doctrines 
of the Reformed faith. Make a list of as many 
distinctive doctrines of the Reformed faith as 
you can think of and give a Scripture proof for 
each. 

II. Unashamed of the Gospel 

A. What does it mean to be ashamed? What 
would be some of the reasons why we would 
be ashamed of the gospel or some particular 
aspect thereof? 

B. We are called to live unashamedly of the 
gospel truths we confess. Look up the follow-
ing Scriptural references and write down how 
God’s people were unashamed of the gospel: 
Daniel 3:16–18, Daniel 6:10ff, Acts 5:29–32,  
40–41; Acts 26.

C. Write down how God uses the following means 
to help us stand strong in the faith so that 
we’re not ashamed of what we believe: faithful 
membership in the church, godly friendships, 
personal devotions. 

III. The Punishment and Blessing 

A. Jesus says in Mark 8:38 “Whosoever therefore 
shall be ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation; of him 
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
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he cometh in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” What does it mean when Jesus 
would be “ashamed” of someone in the final 
judgment? (Cf. Matt. 10:33).

B. Jesus says in Matthew 10:32 “Whosoever 
therefore shall confess me before men, him 

will I confess also before my Father which is 
in heaven.” What does that mean when Jesus 
confesses us before the Father? How is this 
such great incentive for us to live unashamed 
of Jesus and unashamed of his words? 

FEDRATION BOARD UPDATE: NOMINEE INTRODUCTIONS

As another year comes to a close for the Federation 
Board, we look forward to new members joining the 
board. This article serves as an introduction of our 
nominees for Spiritual Advisor, Vice-President, Vice-
Treasurer, Vice-Secretary, and Event Coordinator. 
Rev. Eriks, Bryce Kooienga, Andrew Prins, Kelsey 
Kuiper, and Dana VanDyke finish their terms in a 
few months, and we thank them for all the time, 
work, and energy they put into the Fed Board the 
last two years. 

The Spiritual Advisor provides counsel and guid-
ance to the members of the Federation Board. This 
year’s nominees are Rev. Cory Griess and Rev. Carl 
Haak. Rev. Griess is currently the pastor of First PRC 
of Grand Rapids and has served there since March 
of 2018. He previously served as pastor at Calvary 
PRC in Hull, IA from 2009 to 2018. Rev. Griess 
desires to serve on the Federation Board because of 
his love for the youth of our churches.

The other nominee for Spiritual Advisor is Rev. 
Haak. He is currently the pastor of Georgetown 
PRC. He would like to be involved in promoting 
our Protestant Reformed young people societies and 
helping them to prosper. He remembers his days in 
South Holland YP’s with fondness and would hope 
all the young people would have the same experience. 

The nominees for the position of vice-president 
are Jesse Bomers and Jake Kamps. The vice-president 
serves for one year as vice-president before becom-
ing president the next year. The president presides 
over Federation Board meetings and takes part in 
other committees and their meetings. Jesse Bomers 
is currently a member of Hope PRC. He is a student 
at GVSU and works at Kamps Tile and Stone. He 
desires to serve because he would like to help the 
young people of the PRC in any way he can. Ever 
since he served as a convention chaperone, he real-
ized that he would love to be able to go every year, 

and this nomination would further help him to be 
able to help the young people.

The other nominee, Jake Kamps, is a member 
of Grandville PRC and has been his entire life. He 
has worked at Kleyn Electric for about six years. 
He would find it a joy to serve as a member of the 
Federation Board. He thinks this would be a nice 
opportunity to work on behalf of the young people 
and would be a profitable learning experience.

The next position is for vice-treasurer. Similarly 
to vice-president, this person will serve as vice-
treasurer one year and as treasurer the next. The 
treasurer is responsible for keeping a record of all 
money received and distributed by the Federation 
Board, delivering financial reports to meetings, and 
performing all financial work. The two nominees 
are Jeremy Van Baren and Brice Van Overloop. 
Jeremy Van Baren attends First PRC of Grand 
Rapids and is a student at Calvin College studying 
mechanical engineering. He also works part-time at 
Vibration Research Corporation. He would like to 
serve on the Federation Board because he enjoyed 
the years he had in young peoples and the conven-
tions he attended, and he is happy to help make sure 
others in our churches have a similar experience. He 
is happy to serve our churches and God in any way 
he deems fit.

The second nominee, Brice Van Overloop, is 
currently a member of Faith PRC, and is a student 
at Davenport University studying accounting. He 
would like to serve on the Federation Board because 
he sees it as a way to use his talents to serve in God’s 
kingdom. 

The secretary of the Federation Board is respon-
sible for taking record of the minutes of the Board 
meetings, conducting all correspondence, and keep-
ing charge of all records. The nominees for the posi-
tion of vice-secretary are Brianna Meulenberg and 

Federation Board Update Kara Zwak



BEACON LIGHTS  JULY 2019     11

Emily Schipper. Brianna Meulenberg attends Grace 
PRC, and she is currently attending Calvin College 
for elementary education. She wants to serve on the 
Federation Board because she thinks it is a great 
opportunity to serve the church and body of Christ 
with fellow believers. She also thinks the Federation 
Board plays a key part in the spiritual lives of the 
young people of our churches, and she would love to 
be a part of that.

The second nominee, Emily Schipper, is a member 
of Southwest PRC. She is currently employed at Oral 
Surgery Associates, where she works as a reception-
ist. Emily became engaged to Devin Hiemstra this 
past fall, and they plan to be married August 2, 
2019 at Trinity PRC. She desires to serve on the 
Federation Board to help in the spiritual growth of 
our young people and to encourage them in their 
spiritual walk with Christ.

The last position to fill this year on the Board 
is for Event Coordinator. The Event Coordinator is 
responsible for planning events such as the annual 
Preconvention Singspiration and the Thanksgiving 
and Easter Mass Meetings. The nominees for this 
year are Ellie Jessup and Leah Kuiper. Ellie Jessup 
is a member of Hope PRC. She works as a medical 
assistant at a family practice of Mercy Health. She 
would like to serve on the Federation Board because 

she sees this as an opportunity to serve the church 
with her time. Ellie thinks that because she is single 
and still living at home, this gives her a unique call-
ing and ability to serve the church in any way that 
she can, and she believes that it is important to be 
busy in the church. Ellie also enjoys planning and 
coordinating things like the events listed above.

Leah Kuiper is currently a member at Southeast 
PRC and attends Baker College of Muskegon where 
she is studying to become a Physical Therapist 
Assistant. She also works at Mr. Burger Restaurant 
in Wyoming, MI. Leah desires to serve on the 
Federation Board because it would allow her to serve 
on a federation that puts unity and spiritual growth 
at the forefront of their mission. She believes that, if 
chosen, she can add to the unified expression of our 
specifically Protestant Reformed character. 

The Board thanks all those who accepted their 
nominations and have expressed their willingness to 
serve. We ask for your prayers for all these nomi-
nees as we wait for voting to take place at the 2019 
Protestant Reformed Young People’s Convention at 
the Michindoh Conference Center in Hillsdale, MI. 
We also ask for your prayers for our work and that 
God will bless our work for the young people of our 
churches. 

THE DAILY PRESS
“press toward the mark…” 
(Philippians 3:14)

Devotional Ben Laning

Read Nehemiah 12July 8  
In this chapter, we have the dedication of the walls 
of Jerusalem. The ruins had been there for 150 
years, and now they were finally being restored. The 
people had shown they were committed to the work. 
Many of them had committed to living in the run-
down city, and they had many trials along the way, 
but now it was time for the dedication. They were 
consciously receiving what God had given them and 
committing themselves to use it for his glory. 

Rev. Haak preached about what this dedication 
means for us. First, it’s a word of encouragement 
that God will bless his people when we’re commit-
ted in our lives to do his will. Second, the returned 

captives can teach us how we must worship God. 
They sang loudly in praise to God, and we must do 
the same. Third, it reminds us that we must dedicate 
ourselves. We must receive what God has given us 
as his children, and we must dedicate ourselves to 
receive it and use it to the glory of his name. Sing or 
pray Psalter #386.

Read Nehemiah 13July 9  
What does it mean to keep the sabbath day holy? 
Rev. Barnhill examined this question in light of this 
passage and Lord’s Day 38. The basic principle we 
must follow is that we don’t make Sunday look like 
the other days. It must not be common and ordinary. 
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Sometimes it’s hard for us to rest on Sunday because 
of the busyness of life. We have all those appoint-
ments to make, all those assessments to study for, 
or all that housework to do. Just doing a little bit 
here and there doesn’t matter, does it? Checking the 
game score or the email isn’t breaking the sabbath 
day, right? Instead of looking at the sabbath day 
negatively like this, we need to look at it positively. 
Sin is an exhausting burden that we carry, and we 
need Sunday to recover from the week we have had 
and prepare for another ahead. We must long for the 
Sabbath like a child longs for his birthday. Nehemiah 
insisted that the people keep the sabbath day holy, 
and we must do that ourselves. What would the 
prophet find us doing if he came to our homes this 
coming Sunday? Sing or pray Psalter #390.

Read Psalm 126July 10  
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, 
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him,” reads the last two verses 
of Psalm 126. This psalm is similar to Psalm 137, 
because both refer to the return from captivity. Rev. 
Huizinga says these were probably the last two 
psalms ever written, and the two verses here may 
be the last words inspired by God as a psalm. We 
can apply the truth of these verses all throughout 
the life of a Christian. Just as the farmer must make 
many difficult decisions and live in faith and hope, 
so does the child of God. It takes faith to believe 
that a life of obedience has meaning and signifi-
cance. Faithfulness in this life results in many tears, 
but the promise is that our joy will come forth from 
those tears. The promised joy is ultimately heaven, 
but it’s also experienced in this life. The sacrifices 
that God’s people make in this life bring us joy the 
world can never achieve. Let us learn to appreciate 
the work others do in the church, and may that work 
be ours as well. Sing or pray Psalter #357.

Read Malachi 1July 11  
Malachi here is rebuking the people for their corrupt 
worship of God. They weren’t offering their best to 
God, and they were weary in their worship. The 
people respond to Malachi by denying they had done 
anything wrong. Their actions attack God himself. 
We read that the priests despise God’s name, and 
God asks where his honor is. 

Rev. Eriks preaches that the world around us 
today is saturated with taking God’s name in vain, 
and we must not become hardened to it. We must 

not be silent when we hear God’s name misused. 
How difficult is it for us to speak up when someone 
uses this kind of language in front of us? This is 
a humbling command for me, because I know how 
much I fall short. It’s stunning how prevalent and 
accepted it is to take God’s name in vain in every-
day life and in our entertainment. What about the 
shows we watch on television? How often do they 
use God’s name in vain? How bad does it get before 
we stop telling ourselves it’s okay because “we just 
don’t listen to that part”? How often do we even 
notice? Sing or pray Psalter #265.

Read Malachi 2July 12  
God rebukes the priests in this chapter for putting 
away their wives and marrying heathen women. Rev. 
Rodney Kleyn preached a sermon on this chapter 
entitled “The Sin that Destroys Families.” We are 
called to love one another, especially in our mar-
riages and families. God hates anything that destroys 
the love we have in these relationships. Today we 
see how adultery, which is any sexual action or 
thought outside marriage, has destroyed the family 
unit. Adultery can destroy single life, marriage, or 
future marriage. There’s hardly a marriage bed 
around that’s undefiled. It’s not just outward actions 
that matter, but also that lust that can consume us 
inwardly. The Bible addresses modesty, because 
God knows how easily men are enticed. Sexual 
sins destroy the beautiful marriage bond God cre-
ated. The passage says that divorce is betrayal, and 
those involved are traitors. It’s treason against the 
children; parents who divorce show they don’t care 
about the church of tomorrow. The children are 
forced to make all sorts of horrible decisions, always 
having to choose between their parents. We must 
flee sexual sins and keep our marriages holy, that 
God might be glorified in our relationships. Sing or 
pray Psalter #125.

Read Malachi 3July 13  
Rev. Bruinsma explained the meaning of Malachi 3:1 
in one of his sermons. At first glance, I just assumed 
the verse was talking about John the Baptist, but 
that’s only partially true. The verse reads, “Behold, 
I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall 
come, saith the Lord of hosts.” The first messenger 
here is indeed John the Baptist. He prepared the way 
before Christ. However, the second messenger refers 
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to Christ himself. Jesus was the messenger who 
taught us about himself and everything he’d come 
to do for his people. The verse says that he “shall 
suddenly come to his temple.” That’s God’s dwell-
ing place, in his church. When we read the accounts 
of Jesus’ ministry, we find that his work was often 
done in the temple. Now that he has died for us and 
fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies, the temple is 
in our hearts. It’s there that he dwells with us and 
teaches us to look forward to the messenger’s second 
coming. Sing or pray Psalter #349.

Read Malachi 4July 14  
Malachi 4:2 reads, “But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as 
calves of the stall.” Rev. Overway demonstrated in 
one of his sermons how God created the sun to be a 
picture of his Son Jesus Christ. An obvious connec-
tion is that the sun brings light to the world, just as 
Jesus did. Christ brought his people out of darkness 
into light by his death on the cross (1 Pet. 2:9). Just 
as the sun rises each morning, so Christ rose again 
on the third day. All life on earth starts with the 
sun, just as there is no life outside of Christ. The 
sun also has healing benefits. There are many stud-
ies that have been published about how it’s good to 
be outside in the sunshine. This pictures the healing 
that Christ’s death brought us. In fact, they’ve found 
that lack of sunshine is linked to depression. Our 
bodies need the sun, and our souls need the Son of 
God. What an amazing picture God has given us of 
his Son Jesus Christ! Sing or pray Psalter #328.

Read Luke 1July 15  
“Jesus’ Holy Conception and Virgin Birth” was a 
sermon preached by Rev. Van Overloop on Luke 1. 
He brought out that Mary knew her Bible, as seen 
in nearly every verse in her song. Whereas Zacharias 
declared it couldn’t be, Mary believed the angel, 
but just wanted to know how it would take place. 
Faith is called forth when there are things we don’t 
understand. Mary, like us, couldn’t fully understand 
God becoming a man, but she believed. In Jeremiah 
32:27, God says to the prophet, “Behold, I am the 
Lord, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too 
hard for me?” Through God all things are possible, 
even the incarnation. Jesus’ birth rooted out sin at 
its very start, and his holiness is applied to us from 
conception. The power that caused the virgin to 
conceive is always being exercised in us. It’s by that 
power that we believe. It’s natural that many don’t 

believe in creation, and it’s a miracle that we do. As 
we think on the wonder of the virgin birth, may 
we confess with Paul in Philippians 4:13, “I can do 
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
Sing or pray Psalter #121.

Read John 1July 16  
Rev. Joshua Engelsma listed four things we know 
about Jesus’ human nature in a sermon on John 
1. First, Christ has a real human nature. The 
Anabaptists say Jesus was just in Mary’s womb like 
fruit lays in a basket; there was no living connec-
tion between the two. However, the truth is that 
Jesus grew in Mary’s womb just like any other baby 
would. Second, Christ has a complete human nature. 
He had a real human body and a real human soul. If 
you were to see Jesus walking down the street, you 
wouldn’t think anything of it. His physical appear-
ance didn’t set him apart from anyone else. Third, 
Christ had a weakened human nature prior to the 
resurrection. He could get tired, hungry, sick, sad. 
He could die. The well-known Christmas hymn that 
goes, “no crying he makes,” therefore, is inaccurate. 
Baby Jesus ate, pooped, cried, and spit like any 
other baby. Fourth, Christ took to himself a sinless 
human nature. He had no original sin, because his 
conception was by the Holy Spirit. We can’t fully 
grasp how God came in the flesh, but we believe by 
the faith he has given us. Sing or pray Psalter #160.

Read Matthew 1July 17  
“Believing in Jesus Our Savior” was the title of a 
sermon by Rev. Smidstra on this passage and Lord’s 
Day 11. Smidstra plainly stated that believing in 
Jesus is the heart of our faith. He went on to explain 
that believing in Jesus means believing that he’s 
our exclusive Savior. Making Jesus only a potential 
Savior, as so many nominal Christians do today, 
destroys Jesus’ power. The knowledge that Jesus is a 
complete Savior is what gives us complete comfort. 

We recently had Jehovah’s Witnesses stop by our 
house a few times. As we sat at the kitchen table, 
they started talking about how God wants everyone 
to be saved. I spoke up and said that we disagree 
with them on that, for we believe that God has eter-
nally chosen a particular people. They immediately 
scoffed at what a “sad” doctrine that was, since 
God never gave the reprobate a chance. Although 
there’s so much more I should have thought to say, 
I responded that a God who wants to save every-
one but can’t is no God at all. Our comfort lies in 
knowing we sinful human beings have no part in 
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our salvation. Sing or pray Psalter #266.

Read Luke 2July 18  
We have looked before at how the wicked are noth-
ing but tools in God’s hand, but that’s clearly seen 
again in this chapter. In the first verse we read, 

“there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus.” 
Prof. Cammenga makes it clear that the mention of 
Caesar is not just for purposes of dating. Instead, 
it demonstrates how Caesar was the servant of 
Jesus Christ unwittingly. This last great type of the 
antichrist simply served God’s purpose and nothing 
more. 

There are so many examples throughout the 
Bible of God using the wicked. God used Balaam to 
bless his people. He used Nebuchadnezzar to show 
the world that he alone is God. He used Pharaoh’s 
hard-heartedness to bring Israel out of Egypt. He 
used the wicked Jews’ crucifixion of Christ to bring 
about the salvation of his people. Can you think of 
other examples? 

This truth is a great comfort for us in the dark 
days that are ahead. One day soon the real antichrist 
will come to power. However, although he will awe 
man with his power, he’s not in control. God rules, 
and all things work according to his plan and for 
our good. Sing or pray Psalter #129.

Read Matthew 2July 19  
The last verse of this chapter says that the prophets 
had prophesied that Jesus would be a Nazarene. Rev. 
Huizinga states that many would skip over this as 
an obscure detail, but proper understanding of it 
changes how we look at the whole New Testament. 
Some mistakenly explain this phrase to mean 
Nazarite, but Jesus touched dead bodies and drank 
wine. Others say it means Branch, but that theory is 
only based on the fact that the Hebrew word sounds 
similar. The point of the text is to bring out Jesus’ 
lowliness. Galileans were despised by those in Israel, 
but the Nazarenes were even looked down on by the 
Galileans themselves. They were the worst of the 
worst. What’s more, even Jesus’ fellow Nazarenes 
would grow to hate him and reject the word he 
brought. This is significant because it was part of 
Jesus’ suffering and humiliation. It demonstrates 
to us the great cost of our salvation. In response to 
Christ’s perfect sacrifice, we must willingly suffer 
reproach for his sake, wearing it as a badge of honor.  
Sing or pray Psalter #196.

Read Matthew 3July 20  
“Baptized by Almighty Jesus” was the title of a sermon 
by Rev. Noorman on Matthew 3:11, commemorat-
ing Pentecost. In this passage, John acknowledges 
the importance of his baptism. However, he under-
stood it was just a sign pointing toward the heavenly 
reality brought by Jesus. This reality was seen at 
Pentecost. Here, the apostles were baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. After this the Spirit was poured out in 
a greater abundance and in a broader scope than it 
had been before. 

Noorman went on to expound the results of bap-
tism, as seen in the baptism form. First, it reveals 
to us our need for salvation. “[W]e cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God except we are born again.” 
Second, it gives us the comfort we need when we are 
in doubt and distress. Baptism is a confirmation for 
us that our sins have been washed away in Christ’s 
blood. Third, it strengthens us to live a new and holy 
life. We want to show thankfulness to God for the 
everlasting life that we don’t deserve, but that’s ours 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Sing or pray Psalter 
#202.

Read Mark 1July 21  
Do you remember the story of the seven sons of Sceva 
(Acts 19)? These wicked men claimed to be able to 
perform wonders in Jesus’ name, just as Paul did. 
However, when they commanded a devil to come 
out of a man, the devil responded, “Jesus I know, 
and Paul I know; but who are ye?” Then he attacked 
the men and sent them packing. We read that this 
story caused the name of Jesus to be “magnified.” 
Christ’s authority was clearly established. 

Rev. Bruinsma referenced this story in a sermon 
about Christ’s authority being established in Mark 
1. The chapter begins with John the Baptist tell-
ing the people that he was only the forerunner of 
Christ, “the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to stoop down and unloose” (v. 7). Afterwards, we 
read that Jesus is baptized, and God says, “Thou 
art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (v. 
11). Then Jesus heals a man and says to his unclean 
spirit, “Hold thy peace, and come out of him” (v. 
25). Verse 34 tells us that Jesus cast out many devils 
and “suffered not the devils to speak.” Jesus clearly 
established his authority. Sing or pray Psalter #200.

Read Luke 3July 22  
Some of John’s followers were beginning to wonder 
if he was the Christ that the prophets had foretold. 
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John, however, sets them straight with his words in 
verse 16. Here he declares, “I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: 
he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire.” 

Rev. Spronk used this as his text for a sermon 
on baptism. He made it clear that the sacraments 
are important, but the preaching is always central. 
Baptism is only a sign, and that’s why we don’t need 
any more than a sprinkling. We must never fall 
into the trap of having a magical view of things, of 
thinking that grace is in the sacraments. That’s the 
evil of Roman Catholicism. They have exalted the 
sacraments above the preaching and made them into 
magical ceremonies. The focus must never be on the 
signs, but on the reality that the signs point to. The 
wonderful reality is that our sins are forgiven, and 
we are renewed to live a holy life in consecration to 
God. Sing or pray Psalter #111.

Read Matthew 4July 23  
Matthew 4:1–13 recount for us the story of Jesus 
being tempted by the devil. Here Jesus shows us how 
to fight against temptation with the word of God. 
Sometimes God leads us into temptation so we can 
learn how evil evil is. We must keep growing in our 
ability to pray and put all our trust in God, so that 
we don’t need to be led into temptation to see how 
bad sin is. 

Prof. Gritters provides us with a few examples 
of how temptation can come into our lives. A man 
needs a job to support his family, but it requires him 
to sin. Wouldn’t God want his family to be provided 
for? A woman is finally pursued by an attractive and 
successful man who doesn’t love the church. Doesn’t 
God want her to stay and be a good influence on 
him? A child is tempted to lie when questioned about 
a sin. Is it really that bad just to do it once? The 
devil works to get us to fall into sin once, because 
it’s much easier the second time. We must always 
be vigilant, because he never rests in his attempts to 
ensnare us. Sing or pray Psalter #143.

Read Luke 4July 24  
In Luke 4:18, Jesus is reading Isaiah 61:1 as he 
preaches in the synagogue. He reads, “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised.” Rev. Haak 

preached a sermon on this text, focusing on how we 
all share in the anointing of Christ and are made 
prophets, priests, and kings. That’s what it means to 
be a Christian. 

Haak explained how we see the offices of prophet, 
priest, and king in the church. We are made proph-
ets to speak the word of God, and the ministers are 
specially called to preach that word. We are made 
priests to present our lives as living sacrifices of 
praise, and the deacons are called to care for those 
in need. We are made kings to fight sin and reign 
with him eternally, and the elders work as kings in 
their oversight of the flock. This work is not only 
for our officebearers, but for all the members of the 
church as well. Sing or pray Psalter #131.

Read Luke 5July 25  
As Rev. Daniel Holstege points out, this passage 
marks the second time Jesus called his disciples. It 
seems that after the first call, recorded in John 1, 
the disciples went back to their fishing nets for a 
while. One piece of supporting evidence is that Jesus 
appeared to be by himself when he was rejected in 
Nazareth. Now Jesus would call them again, this 
time for good. 

As he so often did, Jesus used a physical scene to 
reveal what was happening spiritually. The disciples 
have been fishing all night without success, but 
now Jesus commands them to go out and try again. 
When they obey and bring in so many fish that the 
boat starts to sink, Peter worships and humbles 
himself before Jesus. This should be our reaction 
as well when we see the great works of God. This 
miracle confirmed to the disciples who Jesus was, 
and they forsook all and followed him. They didn’t 
think about how much money they could make from 
all the fish they caught. Instead of focusing on the 
things of this life, we are all called to go fishing and 
spread the gospel. Sing or pray Psalter #177.

Read John 2July 26  
What is a miracle? Prof. Hanko said he was always 
taught growing up that a miracle is a divine inter-
vention in the natural course of the world. At first 
glance, that might look like an accurate description, 
but there’s great danger in it. This definition implies 
and leads someone to say that the creation operates 
according to natural law. The truth, however, is that 
there are no such things as laws of nature, as man 
wants to describe them. That denies God’s provi-
dence, which is a major factor in the rapid spread 
of evolutionism in the churches. The deist says God 
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created everything and lets it run on its own. Our 
country’s founding fathers were almost all deists. 
It’s a dangerous doctrine against which we must be 
on guard. 

Instead, a miracle is a sign, an earthly reality that 
points to a heavenly truth. It’s God suddenly work-
ing in a way that isn’t ordinary. God is working in 
and controlling everything that takes place on this 
earth. God tends to direct events in creation in a 
certain way, but in a miracle God would suddenly 
direct an event in a way man didn’t expect in order 
to show his power. Sing or pray Psalter #430.

Read John 3July 27  
Prof. Engelsma began a sermon on John 3:16 by 
comparing the different gospel accounts. All of them 
begin with Christ, but they have different points of 
view. For example, Luke talks about Christ’s origin 
coming out of history, while John shows his origin in 
eternity and the being of God. The church’s response 
to the book of John is awe and wonder, whereas the 
response to the other gospels is joy. Another thing 
that sets John apart is the book’s look at the goal of 
Jesus’ birth. Although this is not completely absent 
from the other gospel accounts, John focuses on the 
fact that salvation in Christ is for God’s people from 
all nations. 

John 3:16 is one of the most well-known and con-
troversial texts in the whole Bible. The reason for the 
controversy is the heretical explanation of “world” 
in the text. Many want to take this to mean that 
God died for everyone. However, Engelsma explains 
that the origin of the word in the text is Greek and 
means “cosmos.” We might say “universe” instead. 
God loves the universe he created and sent his Son 
to restore that creation with the elect humanity out 
of all nations. Sing or pray Psalter #168.

Read John 4July 28  
John recounts in this chapter the story of Jesus 
and the Samaritan woman. The Jews and the 
Samaritans hated one another, so much so that the 
Jews usually went around Samaria when they were 
travelling to Galilee. Not only was this woman a 
Samaritan, she was also a horrible sinner. It is much 
to the woman’s surprise, then, that Jesus speaks to 
her. He uses water to illustrate the reality of salva-
tion. The woman doesn’t understand the figure at 
first, but she questions him, and Jesus brings her to 
understanding step by step. 

Rev. den Hartog lists three things we learn at 
the end of this story. First, the Samaritan woman 

became a believer in Jesus Christ, and the conscious-
ness of faith gave her extreme excitement. Second, 
the water of life Jesus describes is the fountain 
that breaks forth into praise of God. No cap can 
be placed on it. Third, the converted woman has 
a great desire to tell others about the truth she has 
found. She wants to bring others to the knowledge 
of Christ. Sing or pray Psalter #90.

Read Matthew 8July 29  
This chapter includes the story of Jesus calming the 
storm. The disciples needed to be trained for the 
work to which God had called them, just as we do. 
Our training involves growing stronger in faith. God 
showed the disciples here that their faith was not 
as strong as they thought. Because of our extreme 
tendency to pride, we often need trials in our lives 
to humble us and force us to put all our trust in God. 

Rev. Laning points out that it’s a temptation for 
us to question God when we have trials in our lives. 
In Mark 4:38 the disciples cry out, “Master, carest 
thou not that we perish?” God doesn’t promise us 
that nothing bad will happen to us, but he does 
promise us that he is with us. Sometimes it’s easy to 
look at the weaknesses of God’s people in the Bible 
and exalt ourselves above them. How could they be 
afraid when Jesus was right in the boat with them? 
Yet God is always with us as well, and we so easily 
become worried and afraid. Let us remember the 
words of Romans 8:31: “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” Sing or pray Psalter #91.

Read Mark 2July 30  
Rev. Smidstra preached about Jesus healing the 
paralytic in the first twelve verses of this chapter. 
He began by explaining that each gospel account 
gives us a slightly different portrayal of Jesus. Mark 
focuses on the mighty works and miracles of Jesus, 
which all point to THE miracle of salvation and the 
forgiveness of sins. 

The sick man in this miracle shows us that sin is a 
debilitating power that paralyzes. When we walk in 
sin, we will find that we become powerless to resist 
it. It’s utter foolishness to think we can dabble in it a 
little and then stop. He also pictures the guilt of sin 
we bear in this life. 

Jesus first addresses the man’s spiritual disease, 
saying his sins are forgiven. The Jewish leaders, 
who demonstrate their arrogance by sitting down 
when it’s standing room only, silently scoff at these 

“empty” words. They assume anyone can claim to 
forgive sins. In answer to their silent accusations, 
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Jesus then says the “harder” thing to say by com-
manding the man to get up and walk. This outward 
manifestation of Jesus’ power served to prove the 
truth of what he’d said before. It confirmed the 
promise of salvation. Sing or pray Psalter #65.

Read John 5July 31  
In this chapter, Jesus heals the man at the Pool of 
Bethesda. When the wicked Jews get angry with 
him for working on the sabbath day, Jesus responds, 

“My Father worketh hitherto, and I work” (v. 17). 
Rev. Bruinsma used this text as the foundation for 
a sermon entitled “The Labor of the Lord’s Day.” 
Sunday is to be a day of labor. Sometimes we 
convince ourselves that Sunday being a day of rest 
gives us an excuse to be lazy, but that couldn’t be 
further from the truth. There’s much work to do 
on the Lord’s day. It takes a lot of effort to come 
to God’s house and be focused on the service twice 
each Sunday. It is a huge temptation for us to let our 
minds wander, and it can happen so quickly, so we 
always have to be on guard. Sunday is a day in which 
we enjoy the communion of the saints, maybe even 
spending some time visiting those in need. Reading 
spiritual literature is a good activity. Instead of set-
ting a large list of rules for the sabbath day, we live 
by the simple principle of centering the day on God.  
Sing or pray Psalter #64.

Read Matthew 12August 1  
As usual, the wicked Jews are searching for an occa-
sion to accuse Jesus. First they accuse him of get-
ting his power from the devil. Jesus explains that it 
doesn’t make any sense that the devil would work 
against his own demons. He goes on to talk about 
how a tree is known by its fruit. The Jewish leaders 
try again, this time asking for a sign. This request is 
clearly done in unbelief, as Jesus has just been per-
forming great wonders and miracles. 

Jesus rebukes them and says the only sign they 
need is the prophet Jonah. Rev. Decker explains the 
meaning of this sign. Sinful Jonah preached repen-
tance to the Ninevites, and they believed. Jesus says 
the Jews have him, who is greater than Jonah, and 
they still don’t believe. Jonah was a type of Christ 
in his work as a prophet and in the three days and 
nights he spent in the belly of the whale. However, 
Christ is much greater than Jonah. He’s the sinless 
Son of God who brought the good news of salvation 
for his people. Sing or pray Psalter #146.

Read Mark 3August 2  
In Mark 3:13–15, Jesus calls the twelve into a closer 
relationship with him. Now they would begin pre-
paring to go out and preach. They wouldn’t truly 
become apostles until after Pentecost, but they 
would continue reporting back to Jesus. Mark 6:7, 
12 tells us they were sent out by two and given the 
power to do miracles and cast out devils. The mes-
sage they brought was the command to repent.

Rev. Laning points out that the work done by the 
disciples is also the work the church has been called 
to do today. Although men are called to be ministers 
of the word, they labor as representatives of Christ 
and his church. In addition, all of us are commanded 
to be witnesses in our work as prophets, priests, and 
kings. 

Finally, the fact that there were twelve is signifi-
cant. Revelation 21:12 says that the New Jerusalem 
has twelve gates with twelve angels and the names 
of the twelve tribes written on them. Verse 14 fol-
lows by saying the wall has twelve foundations, and 
in them the names of the twelve apostles. This con-
nection between the tribes and the apostles demon-
strates the unity of God’s people throughout time. 
Sing or pray Psalter #371.

Read Luke 6August 3  
Rev. Griess told a story about his family going to 
a restaurant and being served hamburgers with 
spoiled ketchup on them. After the waitress took 
the meals back, the assistant manager insisted they 
would still have to pay for them and any new food 
they wanted instead. The next day, they talked to 
the head manager, and she sent them gift certificates. 
This whole exchange made him start thinking about 
Luke 6:29–30 and what it means to “turn the other 
cheek.” 

In the Old Testament, God gave the Israelites the 
Law of Retaliation. This law stated that the punish-
ment had to fit the crime. It only applied in legal 
situations where someone had broken the law, but 
the Jews of Jesus’ day had started applying it to per-
sonal relationships as well. They used it as an excuse 
to get revenge. Jesus isn’t saying here that we can’t 
ever defend ourselves, but he’s saying we must never 
seek revenge. We must show those who hate us that 
we care about their souls and want them to experi-
ence the joy of Christ in their hearts. In order that 
God’s name be glorified, we must “turn the other 
cheek.” Sing or pray Psalter #378.
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Read Matthew 5August 4  
Matthew 5:5 reads, “Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.” Rev. Slopsema reminds us 
that the more we manifest meekness towards each 
other, the happier our marriages, family life, school 
life, and church life will be. One who is meek is 
gentle and mild in his dealings with others. However, 
he can be harsh when necessary, as Jesus was with 
the Scribes and Pharisees. Meekness is a virtue of 
putting others before yourself. A meek person will 
sometimes even give up what’s rightfully his so as 
not to hurt someone else. Similarly, meekness is the 
virtue of returning good for evil, not evil for evil. 
When we are living out of meekness we don’t retali-
ate when we are wronged. Jesus, of course, is the 
ultimate example for us in this. How often didn’t 
the crowds misunderstand and press upon him when 
he needed to be alone? Yet he was always patient 
with them. His greatest work of meekness was at the 
cross, for the very people he had ministered to were 
putting him to death. We must continually pray that 
God might strengthen us to reflect that meekness in 
our own lives. Sing or pray Psalter #366.

Read Matthew 6August 5  
In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us to ask, “Forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” This peti-
tion is addressed in Lord’s Day 51. Rev. Laning 
explains how our sin is described in four different 
ways in the Catechism here. First, the word “trans-
gressions” is used. When we transgress against God, 
we step over the boundaries he’s set for us. The 
moment we step off we die, like if we were to step 
off a sidewalk into an extremely busy street. Second, 
we read of our “depravity.” This refers to our sinful 
nature because of Adam’s fall. It’s a part of who 
we are. Third, the Catechism speaks of our “debts.” 
This picture helps us understand that sin makes us 
debtors to God, and the payment for that sin must 
be death and hell. Finally, the Lord’s Day tells us we 
are “poor.” There’s nothing we have that can pay 
for our sins. The only one who could make that pay-
ment was Christ our Savior. As we contemplate this 
wonder, may we be quick to forgive others for the 
small debts they may owe to us. Sing or pray Psalter 
#292. 

Read Matthew 7August 6  
This passage fits well with Lord’s Day 33. There 
we read about the six marks of true conversion, as 
Rev. Rodney Kleyn puts it. These six marks come in 

three pairs. The first pair is sorrow and joy. God’s 
people have sorrow and joy that’s never felt by the 
world. Take the story of Mary washing Jesus’ feet, 
for example. The wicked rulers couldn’t compre-
hend her sorrow. The sorrow of the world is always 
selfish, but ours is focused on God. It’s in the for-
giveness of sin through his Son’s shed blood that 
we find joy. We rejoice because we have Jesus, we 
have salvation, and we have the word of God. The 
second pair is hatred and love. We hate sin and love 
God and delight in his will. This love of God comes 
to expression in a love for others. The final pair of 
marks is fleeing and walking. We must turn and run 
from sin and walk in the way of obedience, bring-
ing forth fruits worthy of conversion. Seeing these 
marks in ourselves gives us assurance of our salva-
tion and causes us to seek spiritual growth. Sing or 
pray Psalter #320.

Read Matthew 9August 7  
In verses 14–17 of this chapter, Jesus answers John’s 
disciples who ask him why his disciples never fasted. 
He uses the picture of a marriage, with himself as the 
bridegroom, to explain this. Fasting back in the Old 
Testament was associated with sorrow, and Jesus 
said that his ministry wasn’t a time for sorrow. That 
would be like mourning at a wedding celebration. 
Jesus, however, went on to explain that the time for 
fasting would come “when the bridegroom shall be 
taken.” Rev. Eriks interprets this to refer to the time 
period from Jesus’ ascension to his second coming. 

This means that fasting, although not com-
manded, can be an important part of the Christian’s 
life today. We fast today in order to help us look 
back at the finished work of Christ and look for-
ward to his return. Therefore, fasting means much 
more than abstaining from food. That abstaining 
must be done for the purpose of growing closer to 
God in prayer. Fasting, then, can be done in other 
ways as well. We can fast from the internet, televi-
sion, sports, etc. and feast instead on the truth of 
God’s everlasting promise. Sing or pray Psalter #318.
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You might have heard in history class of General 
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. You might know 
that he was a brilliant Civil War general. But did 
you know that he loved God? Did you know that 
he sought to keep the sabbath day holy in thankful-
ness for his salvation? On Sundays during the war, 
he worshipped with his men, inviting local pastors 
to preach to them. Regarding what he did after the 
services, one historian says, “No place existed in his 
Sunday schedule for labor, newspapers, or secular 
conversation.”1 He had so much he could be doing 
as a top general in the Civil War, but he wanted to 
think about Jesus on Sunday. Do we have the same 
view of the sabbath day? 

To understand God’s commandment to keep the 
sabbath day holy, we have to understand the idea of 
the Sabbath. The word “Sabbath” means rest. When 
we think of rest, maybe the first thing that we think 
of is sleeping or watching TV. But this is not the 
idea of the Sabbath rest. The rest of the Sabbath is 
enjoying God’s saving work through Christ. Genesis 
2:3 teaches that God rested on the first Sabbath 
by enjoying his finished work. God did not rest by 
doing nothing. He enjoyed his completed creation. 
Today, we “rest” by enjoying Christ’s saving work. 
Sabbath rest involves thinking upon Jesus’ work of 
removing our burden of sin and praising him for it. 

God calls us to keep one day, the sabbath day, 
specially set apart for rest. He demands, “Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). “Holy” 
literally means “set apart.” Do not make the sab-
bath day a common day, doing what you do on the 
other days. Set it apart to think upon what Jesus the 
Savior has done and to praise him for it.

The one day of the week that we are to set apart 
for rest is now the first day of the week, Sunday. 
For Old Testament Israel, the day that they were to 
set apart for rest was the seventh day, Saturday (Ex. 
20:10). Why has there been a change? The Sabbath 
is now Sunday because Jesus arose on Sunday. 

1  James I. Robertson Jr., “Stonewall Jackson: 
Christian Soldier,” Essential Civil War Curriculum, 
https://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/stonewall-
jackson-christian-soldier.html.

Jesus realized rest for us with God through his 
death and then resurrection on the first day of the 
week. Christ’s Spirit then directed the apostles and 
apostolic church to begin gathering for worship on 
Sunday (see Acts 20:7 and 1 Cor. 16:1–2). The New 
Testament church has done so ever since. 

Now, how must we keep the sabbath day holy, or 
set apart, for rest? Negatively, do not do activities 
that keep you from resting. Stay away from ordinary 
work, like your job, on the sabbath day (Deut. 5:13–
14). It is a temptation to make Sunday a “homework 
day.” We might think, “This is my day to catch up!” 
But we must say no to work because working does 
not allow us to rest. How can we focus on Christ if 
we are thinking about our work? 

We say no to work on the Sabbath, but properly 
keeping the Sabbath also means that we say no 
to all activities that keep us from resting. We will 
not go into all the do’s and don’ts. Let us keep it 
simple. God calls us to enter into the enjoyment of 
Christ’s saving work, so let us avoid those activities 
that take our focus away from Christ. Before you do 
something, ask, “Will this help me devote the day to 
Christ and dwell upon what he has done for me?”

Keeping this day set apart for rest means that 
we avoid activities that keep us from resting, and 
positively that we do activities that help us rest.  Go 
to church! (Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A 103). Is 
there a better place to enjoy the salvation Christ has 
earned for us? No! When we hear the preaching, we 
meditate upon the truth that we are sinners washed 
in his blood. When we call upon the Lord in prayer 
and sing together, we rest as we focus on our Savior 
and enjoy his close fellowship. Even the time for col-
lection gives us an opportunity to dwell upon the 
truth that Christ became poor spiritually that we 
might be rich spiritually. 

In connection with our worship in God’s house, 
understand why we do not spend the rest of the day 
hunting or watching the Minnesota Vikings. If you 
are giving yourself to hunting after the first service 
and your mind focuses on that, you are cutting off 
everything you heard concerning Christ in the first 
service. If you are giving yourself to cheering on 
the Vikings or Edmonton Oilers in the afternoon, 
how can you go back to God’s house and focus on 

Christian Living Rev. Matt De Boer

kEEPING THE SABBATH DAY HOLY
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praising and thanking him in the afternoon? Your 
mind will be on the overtime goal. That is why we 
lay aside worldly cares on Sunday and go to God’s 
house twice. 

Throughout the whole day, let us do activities 
that help us rest. Remember, the command says, 
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy,” not 
the sabbath hour. On Sunday, we can do activities 
with our family and church family that help us rest, 
such as going to Young People’s Society and being 
present at family devotions. We can do many activi-
ties as individuals that help us rest, like going over 
our catechism or reading Beacon Lights. Sunday 

is not “nap day.” Sunday is the “Lord’s day.” Do 
activities that help you focus on the Lord.

We understand that we fall short of meeting 
God’s requirement. Look to God for forgiveness in 
Christ, the sinless one. 

Also, seek to turn and keep this commandment in 
thankfulness. General Jackson was so thankful for 
the salvation that he had in Christ that he sought to 
keep Sunday set apart for rest. May we do the same 
by the power of our risen Savior. 

Rev. De Boer is the pastor of Edgerton Protestant 
Reformed Church in Edgerton, Minnesota.

I have been asked to write down my ideas and expe-
riences regarding the issue of a Christian’s response 
to social conflict. Here follow my experiences and 
perspective.

Nearly 35 years have gone by since the Lord put 
my wife Donna and I, with our family, into the 
middle of what some considered to be a war zone. 
It was the “troubles” of Northern Ireland. This was 
the first social conflict we experienced together.

After training in our seminary and then Hope 
College, where I received an elementary teaching 
degree, I taught my first year in Hope School, Grand 
Rapids, MI. In the middle of the next summer, I was 
asked to consider a call to help teach in a one-room 
Christian school in Ballyclare, NI. I taught the older 
children. Donna helped teach the younger children. 
Our school met in a very old Reformed Presbyterian 
church. We lived in the port city of Larne, where 
the dear saints lived and worshipped who would 
eventually become the origin of our sister church in 
NI, Covenant Presbyterian. It was a great blessing to 
be part of this group. We were there for one school 
year.

While living there, we saw firsthand the strong 
British military presence because of the attacks 
from the Irish Republican Army (the IRA), a terror-
ist group which rejected British rule. This conflict 
was understood to be between the Catholics and the 

Protestants.
 We had to interact with both Catholic and 

Protestant neighbors around us. We recall bombings, 
soldiers, helicopters, and checkpoints. Although we 
felt very safe, we were always aware of the conflict. 
Thankfully, there is now peace, even though resent-
ment and sad memories remain. Among many great 
memories was a visit from Prof. Hanko and Rev. 
Engelsma and their wives, one of the first of their 
many visits through the years. 

We were blessed to return to Northern Ireland 
in March of 2019. We rejoice in long-lasting friend-
ships and new friends. With the congregation, we 
felt a common love of the Reformed faith and the 
cause of Christ.

The second social conflict we have experienced 
is in the work that God has given to Georgetown 
PRC in our mission in India. Donna and I have 
visited there several times in the past six or seven 
years. We love and respect our fellow saints there in 
the Protestant Reformed Church of Vellore. Pastor 
Paulraj ministers to both a Tamil and an English 
congregation. They continue to grow spiritually 
in the Reformed faith, as well as in numbers. The 
pastor and his family help run an orphanage with 
60 children.

Through experience and observation, we have 
come to some understanding of the difficulties they 

Christian Living Deane Wassink

BALANCE IN THE BATTLE: LESSONS FROM  
SOCIAL CONFLICT
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face in their witness in a hostile society ruled by 
those of the Hindu religion. Their love and care of 
the weakest neighbors, the orphans mostly aban-
doned by family and society, as well as their clear 
witness of the gospel, has brought many into the 
church and earned the respect of the authorities. As 
we represent Georgetown seeking to be a blessing 
and help to the saints there, we have received the 
great blessing of their love and friendship in Christ. 
Words can hardly express the deep love we share 
with each other because of our common faith.

The third social conflict we have experienced 
is the work we have been given among the broken 
souls in our own community through our involve-
ment in the Holland Rescue Mission. Donna worked 
as a staff member there for 12 years and continues 
to volunteer. Representing First PRC of Holland, 
and now Georgetown, I have led chapels there for 
about 17 years. In addition, I have hired mostly ex-
convicts in my landscaping business, many of whom 
were part of the Rescue Mission, as I seek to give 
them a second chance to become a contributing part 
of society. Together we have had many opportuni-
ties to witness in practical ways, prayers, and com-
passion. We have experienced the worst of human 
nature and the power of sin. But, more importantly, 
we have seen the power of Christ over sin, prejudice, 
addiction, and cruelty through the healing of God’s 
redeeming grace through the Spirit.

What are the lessons we have learned through 
these experiences of social conflict and injustice?

 The first lesson is that we must never lose sight of 
our calling to a broken humanity. We must always 
bring the good news to lost and hurting sinners. 
Only the message of God’s mercy toward lost sin-
ners is what matters. Our hearts must burn with 
the desire to bring that message to lost souls. Social 
solutions are no answer. Social activism is only a 
band-aid. Repentance and reconciliation with God, 
through Christ, is the only way of hope.

The second lesson is that our kindness toward 
others, even our enemies, as we seek their good is 
the most effective witness to those walking in sin 
and unbelief. Prejudice, self-righteous anger, and 
conflict bring shame to the cause of Christ. Gentle 
care and compassion while speaking the truth from 
the scriptures is the way God uses our witness. 

It is a life of compassion that God will use to pro-
vide opportunities to witness. A desire to help others 
will drive us to grow in our faith so that we have 
the words we need to speak when we are called to 
witness. That enables us to say the right thing when 
needed. This knowledge, with a prayerful desire to 

reach lost sinners, is what enables us to seize the 
opportunities that we are given to witness to those 
most hurt by the cruelties of society around us. Does 
that desire drive you? We cannot help but have com-
passion for our neighbors even as we know how lost 
we are without the grace of our merciful God!

All of this is to say that our focus must not be to 
combat social evils. Instead, our desire should be to 
witness of the love and mercy of our God, who loved 
us poor sinners. Pray that God will give us a heart 
that desires truly to help those around us.

Let me know if I can help you in this calling in 
any way.

Deane is a member of Georgetown Protestant 
Reformed Church in Hudsonville, Michigan.

The sounding surf so surgingly
Pounds the sandy shore;
The wrathful waves break ceaselessly
And ragingly they roar.

The howling, whistling, whipping wind
Blasts a salty sandy spray.
Nature has no peace nor rest
As I look up to pray.

And then I see His star-lit heavens;
The soft moon shines above.
In my heart and nature there is peace;
For He looks down in love.

Poem James Jonker
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BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Violet Mae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & 

Heather Deemter—Byron Center, MI
Easton David and Emmett John, twin sons of Mr. & 

Mrs. Brad & Leanne Pipe—First, MI
Leo Davis, son of Mr. & Mrs. Glen & Janelle 

VanDerSchaaf—Georgetown, MI
Selah Grace, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mitch & Julie 

Feenstra—Grace, MI
Finley Hope, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Greg & Lexi 

Kalsbeek—Hudsonville, MI
Hallie Mae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kyle & Chelsea 

Zwak—Hudsonville, MI
Rhett Kenneth, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jon & Erinn 

Kuiper—Hudsonville, MI
Quinton Jay, son of Mr. & Mrs. Bryce & Abbie 

Kooienga—Hudsonville, MI
Oliver Dale, son of Mr. & Mrs. Alex & Pam 

Bylsma—Hudsonville, MI
Gerrard Jeremy, adopted son of Mr. & Mrs. Andy 

& Kim Kuiper—Hudsonville, MI
Jazelle Jean, adopted daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Andy 

& Kim Kuiper—Hudsonville, MI
Simon Thomas, son of Mr. & Mrs. Tim & Whitney 

Kiel—Kalamazoo, MI

Lawson Cole, son of Mr. & Mrs. Derek & Ginelle 
Griess—Loveland, CO

Elliot Asher, son of Mr. & Mrs. John & Madeline 
Feenstra—Sioux Falls, SD

Anya Pavitra, adopted daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 
Taylor & Erin Dykstra—Trinity, MI

Theo Brady, son of Mr. & Mrs. Brett & Kaitlin 
Bylsma—Trinity

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
was made by:
Anna Marcus—Edmonton, AB, Canada
Caleb Moelker—Georgetown, MI
Jacob Schimmel—Georgetown, MI
Tristan Kalsbeek—Loveland, CO
Courtney DeVries—Randolph, WI

MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be 
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Grant Lenting and Miss Jessica Klamer—Byron 

Center, MI
Mr. Adam Wierenga and Miss Angela Shaw—

Immanuel, Lacombe, AB, Canada
Mr. Andrew Bratt and Miss Nicole Ophoff—

Southwest, MI

Church News Melinda Bleyenberg

August issue: 

VAluing Your educAtion
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Trees of the Bible (8) Tree of Life

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.

In the Garden of Eden, there were two trees: the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and 
the Tree of Life. Adam and Eve were not to eat 
of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
but they were to eat from the Tree of Life. 

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil is 
the tree we often focus on while studying Genesis. 

But the Tree of Life should not be overlooked. 
The Tree of Life is in both Genesis and Revelation. 
In the book of Revelation, the Tree of Life is a part 
of the new heavens and the new earth, planted by 
the river of life flowing from the throne of God (Rev. 
22:1–2) while the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil is not there. There will be no temptations in 
Heaven. There will eternal life flowing from God 
because of Jesus Christ, our Savior and life. 

When you feel temptations in your life and strug-
gle with sin, remember that someday there will be no 
more sin. Someday you will be able to eat of the fruit 
of the Tree of Life while living in the true Paradise of 
the new heavens and earth with our Savior. 
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