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Editorial Dewey Engelsma

The destructive
power of false
doctrine
The temptation is strong for a young person to question the necessity of an emphasis on true doctrine.
It is certainly not a concern of the world, or even
of most of what calls itself church. The question is
asked, “What do all of those truths with large, hard
to remember names like propitiation and substitutionary atonement have to do with my life? I am
trying to make my way through high school, and
that truth isn’t going to get me better grades or the
girl I really want to date. I will let the ministers and
professors take care of that; I have more pressing
concerns!” This feeling doesn’t go away with age. It
can infect believers of all ages. Although as we get
older, we become more shrewd in how we phrase
what is on our heart, it is possible, even common,
for adult believers to minimize the importance of
doctrine. One example of this is when voices are
raised asking for less doctrinal preaching, and for
more practical preaching.1
The argument is not new. Doesn’t an unbalanced emphasis on right doctrine create divisions
and factions within the church? If it weren’t for the
insistence on true doctrine, we could be done with

1 Such would disagree with Herman Hoeksema who
said the following in 1922, “If you ask me what, in our
time, our people need above all, in the first place, my
answer is: Doctrine! If you ask me what they need in the
second place, I say: Doctrine! If you ask me what they
need in the third place, I say: Doctrine!” (cited in Believers
and Their Seed, Herman Hoeksema, RFPA, 1997, p. vii).
Almost 100 years later, the need has not changed.

fighting and get about the real work of the church,
which is to fight abortion and poverty, and correct
social injustices like racism and chauvinism. Isn’t it
just a matter of one man’s preference over another?
The implication is that false doctrine is not as
serious as it is made out by a few to be. We may
have different understandings of baptism, the scope
of God’s grace, and the true meaning of the millennium, but is it worth fighting over? Since it doesn’t
impact our everyday life and the important thing—
which is that we live a holy life—why make such a
big deal over it?
The simple answer is that doctrine is the most
important thing because it is what you are saying
about God, and who he is. We are all jealous (sinfully, most of the time) for our own name and reputation, but God is jealous righteously for his own
name. “I am the Lord: that is my name: and my
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven images” (Isa. 42:8).
As important as it is for individuals to speak
rightly about God, the absolute importance of
churches speaking rightly about who God is was
driven home to me recently after reading a captivating biography of Henry J. Kuiper by James DeJong.2
Not a name familiar to most Beacon Lights readers,
H.J Kuiper was a pastor in the Christian Reformed
Church (CRC), editor of the church paper, the

2 Henry J. Kuiper: Shaping the Christian Reformed
Church, 1907–1962, James DeJong, Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co, 2007.
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Banner, from 1929 until 1956 and a leader in the
church. Kuiper’s influence on the CRC was immense.
DeJong quotes James C. Schaap to illustrate that
impact, “Today it is inconceivable that any single
person could lead the denomination so completely.
Many looked to Kuiper’s words as if they were Holy
Writ” (Introduction, xiii).
Reading the book, one is impressed with Kuiper’s
stand on a multitude of issues.
Kuiper appeared to be fiercely on the side of
orthodoxy and as such, understood the significance
of false doctrine. “False doctrine is sin, a great sin,
and all sin must be confessed with sorrow” (176).
He gave a stirring description of the spiritual life of
a Christian, “It is the life that is hid with Christ in
God…It is begotten in the heart by the Holy Spirit,
on the ground of the atoning work of Christ on the
cross.” The strength of a church is not in its outward appearance or seeming influence in the world,
he taught, rather it is in the “spiritual growth and
vitality of its members” (187–188).
When it came to the Janssen case,3 Kuiper rightly
saw that “sympathy for Janssen was a very serious
matter. He judged that it disqualified one from key
positions.” Kuiper felt so strongly about this, that
he opposed a man’s name being included on a list
of nominees for the seminary’s systematic theology
opening because the man had “been supportive of
Janssen,” and therefore of Janssen’s doctrine (52).
Kuiper was a staunch defender of Christian education. He wrote promotional brochures, served on
a school board, gave passionate speeches promoting
the Christian day school and presided over the first
graduation of Grand Rapids Christian High School.
So vehemently did he defend Christian schools that
his opponents accused him of “an extreme and even
ridiculous interpretation of Article 21.”4
Henry Stob, himself a CRC heavyweight, had
written an article in the Reformed Journal in 1957
in which Stob had accused the CRC of having a
“mind of safety.” In Stob’s mind, this attitude produces “world flight.” Stob implored the CRC to put

3 Ralph Janssen was a professor at Calvin College who
was released in 1922 for his higher critical views of the
Old Testament. Janssen’s biggest mistake was being born
100 years too soon.
4 Article 21 of the Church Order states, “The consistories shall see to it that there are good Christian schools in
which the parents have their children instructed according
to the demands of the covenant.”
4
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on the “mind of love.” Kuiper responded strongly:
“we can not at present recall any article with which
we disagree so completely as the one now under consideration.” Kuiper pointed out that Stob’s argument
was “illogical, since being concerned with confessional and theological safety is not incompatible
with the attitude of love, nor is wholesome fear of
evil or standing in awe (fear) of the Lord less than
what the Bible requires.” “The very reason,” Kuiper
wrote, for why the safety of the church should be the
first concern, “is that the church cannot properly
discharge its task in this world unless it clings with
might and main to the truth which it has embraced
(emphasis Kuiper’s)” (119).
Kuiper tried to stem the onslaught of the assault on
marriage by divorce and the inevitable remarriage.
“On maintaining policy on divorce and remarriage,
Kuiper argued that verbal penitence alone over
broken marriage vows must not become a gateway
for allowing people living in ‘continuous adultery’
(people remarried after an “unbiblical divorce”) to
belong to the church” (120).
In his final editorial Kuiper warned the people
about the spiritual dangers he saw in his church.
He confessed an apprehension, that “with all the
emphasis on pure doctrine, Christian Reformed
people lacked doctrinal discernment, in his opinion.
This left him ‘disillusioned’.” He again implored the
CRC to “cling with might and main to its heritage
of truth and to preserve its best traditions.” “This is
not easy,” he wrote, “In fact, nothing is harder than
to prevent its gradual, almost imperceptible slipping away from its moorings” (165). He exhorted
the CRC to engage in “penetrating self-examination
and confess that we have not been as faithful as
we should have been in contending for the faith.”
He left them with the probing insight that “many
who are deeply concerned about ‘external unity’ are
indifferent to ‘spiritual and doctrinal unity,’ which
are more basic and important” (165–166).
Kuiper repeatedly warned of the dangers of
worldliness. He wrote against social dancing, cardplaying, theater attendance, union membership,
listening to baseball games on Sunday, Halloween,
and the formation of women’s bridge clubs. He
was a “crusader against worldliness” according to
DeJong (237–238).
No doubt in response to Kuiper’s admonitions,
the 1928 synod of the CRC approved the printing of
a brochure on worldly amusements that instructed
and warned the people about the dangers of worldly

living and ungodly amusements.5 Classis Grand
Rapids West went further in 1930 and brought an
overture to synod to “print and distribute the pamphlet to every church at synodical expense” (238).
Was Kuiper effective? Were all of his admonitions
successful in keeping the CRC on the path of true
doctrine and godly living? Did the members in their
generations turn from worldliness to a life of orthodox confession and holy living?
In 2016, some 90 years later, Classis Grand Rapids
East brought a different report to their synod. Gone
were the admonitions to holiness. Absent was the
earlier exhortation to the leaders of the church to
“warn unceasingly against the prevailing spirit and
forms of worldliness,” which if not obeyed were to
result in discipline of the unrepentant member. 6 In
2016, Classis Grand Rapids East brought a study
report to their synod that advocated for sodomite
and lesbian marriage.
Young person, examine the facts—in only a
short period of time, the report of classis went from
admonishing its people to avoid circuses because
of the worldly atmosphere to urging on its people
gay marriage. Anyone can discern that this is not
a growth of spirituality, holiness, or godly living—
this is backsliding and apostatizing.
Reading this causes the man who loves the church
of Christ to weep.
Henry J. Kuiper exerted himself to prevent the
sea of worldliness from engulfing the church. Today,
that same church is awash in it.
How could Kuiper have known? Perhaps on this
one point, he can be forgiven? Didn’t he do his best?
How could he have known that adopting this false
doctrine would have such disastrous results?
He, and the rest of the CRC, were warned.
As God always does when a church is “slipping from her moorings” he sent them faithful
prophets. Their names were Hoeksema, Danhof,
and Ophoff, and they warned Kuiper and the rest
of the denomination about what would happen if
this false teaching were adopted. Common grace,
Hoeksema wrote, will “lead us right into the world,
as is already evident in the Netherlands and in our
church…Christ and Belial have nothing in common,
least of all grace.”7

5 1928 Acts of Synod, CRC, http://www.calvin.edu/
library/database/crcnasynod/1928acts_et.pdf, accessed
1/19/19.
6 CRC 2028 Acts of Synod, 90.
7 The Rock Whence We are Hewn, RFPA, 83.

Hoeksema was courageous, writing “I will
continue to fight the battle against the forces of
opposition…Fighting that battle, we live on earth
as strangers and pilgrims, like the saints throughout
history, the witnesses and heroes of faith…For the
glory that is set before us we are willing to suffer
with Christ. For the crown that is ours in Christ we
gladly bear the cross behind him.”8
Hoeksema loved the CRC. He loved her so much
that he was willing to warn them sharply, even
though it would mean the loss of his position and
name in that church. “Having as our only purpose
the Lord’s cause and will, we therefore continue
onward in our struggle for our convictions, come
what may.”9
Kuiper and the other leaders in the CRC not only
ignored the warnings but as has happened throughout history, they were determined to rid themselves
of these faithful prophets. This came by way of marginalizing and ostracizing them and finally ejecting
them from the church.
False doctrine poisons, corrupts, and finally,
it destroys. The history of the CRC is as clear an
example of that as anyone could ask for. Ultimately,
however, it is Jehovah God himself who judges
apostatizing churches in their generations. He does
this by giving them over to their sin, and the natural
fruit of their sin, for their daring to teach something
false about his glorious name.
“So will I make my holy name known in the
midst of my people Israel; and I will not let them
pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen
shall know that I am the Lord, the Holy One in
Israel” (Ezek. 39:7).
Is doctrine important? It’s a matter of life and
death.

8 Ibid, 83.
9 Ibid, 165.
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Christian Living Rev. James Laning

Believing in the Permanency of Marriage (2)
When studying a doctrine, it is good to start with the
clearest passages and then to move on to the more
difficult ones, and to interpret those more difficult
ones in the light of the ones that are more clear. Or,
to put it another way, if you read a passage and have
difficulty determining whether it means A or B, it
is good to look for some very clear passages on the
same subject to see whether they rule out either A or
B. This is a method we follow desiring to understand
and maintain what our Lord teaches us.
But what if someone wants to deny the truth
and maintain the opposite? For example, what if
someone does not like what scripture teaches on
this subject and desires to maintain that a divorced
person is allowed to remarry? Well, such a person
will likely start with the more difficult passages.
They will misinterpret those passages and then use
that misinterpretation to reject what is taught in the
more clear passages. This, of course, is a great evil
and is a tactic of which we must always beware.
Having looked at some of the more clear passages
on the lifelong bond of marriage, we turn now to
consider some of the passages that are a bit more
difficult. I say a bit more difficult. It is not that these
passages are obscure so that we are left in doubt as
to what they mean. It is just that instead of having
a meaning that is more on the surface, we will have
to do a bit of comparing scripture with scripture to
understand what they teach.
Our Lord spoke of only one ground for divorce:
“But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away
his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth
her to commit adultery” (Matt. 5:32a).
According to this verse, the one lawful ground for
putting away a spouse is fornication.
But if someone gets a divorce for this reason, can
he or she marry someone else? The answer is no. We
have already considered verses that clearly indicate
that marriage is a lifelong bond (Rom. 7:2–3; 1 Cor.
7:39). There are also other verses that state explicitly
that if you put away your spouse and marry another
person you commit adultery, and no exceptions to
that are given: And he saith unto them, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her. And if a woman shall
6
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put away her husband, and be married to another,
she committeth adultery” (Mark 10:11–12).
A person in this very sad situation of having
divorced a fornicating spouse has only two options:
“And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: But
and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband
put away his wife” (1 Cor. 7:10–11).
In these verses the apostle teaches two things:
• There is an occasion where it is lawful for a
person to depart from his or her spouse. This
is the occasion that was mentioned in Matthew
5:32, which we have already considered.
• In that situation, the spouse who departs has
only two options: to live as an unmarried
person or to be reconciled to his or her spouse.
Marrying someone else is not an option.
The reason why there can be no remarriage is that
even if someone gets a divorce for adultery, the marriage bond still exists. In other words, a divorce does
not dissolve a marriage, even if the government says
it does. The state does not have the authority to end
a marriage. Only the God who has established the
union has the authority to do that. “What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder”
(Mark 10:9).
But what about Matthew 19:9? That verse reads:
“And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth
her which is put away doth commit adultery” (Matt.
19:9).
Some say this verse teaches that remarriage is
allowed when someone gets a divorce for adultery.
But is that what this verse is saying?
Certainly it cannot be teaching that. If it did,
Matthew 19:9 would contradict the rest of scripture.
In addition, as we look closer at this verse we can
see that it teaches that remarriage is not allowed,
but forbidden. If you marry a person who has been
put away, even a person who has been lawfully put
away, you commit adultery.
Why is that? It must be because even after the

divorce the marriage bond still exists. Although a
person may put away his or her spouse for fornication, as was mentioned in Matthew 5:32, remarriage
is not allowed while one’s spouse lives.
A man or woman is not required to put away his
or her spouse for fornication but may do so. The
unfaithful spouse would have caused extreme grief
and may be put away. Yet that act would not sever
the bond. God is the one who has established the
union, and he is the only one who can break it,
which he does by death
This serves to bring out the great importance of
heeding what God tells us about marrying only in

the Lord. It is not the case that if we enter into a
foolish marriage when we are younger, we can just
get a divorce and try again with someone else. The
marriage bond is dissolved only by death. Those who
marry make a vow, “Til death do us part.” Before
two even begin to date, they should be sure that they
both believe the gospel of Christ, are resolved to
lead a godly life, and hold to the teaching set forth in
scripture concerning the lifelong bond of marriage.
To be continued.
Rev Laning is the pastor of Hull Protestant
Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa.

Christian Living Rev. Allen Brummel

The Purpose of Marriage (2)
In our previous article, we looked at the purpose
of marriage for the glory of God and his covenant.
The second reason in the marriage form speaks of
the calling to bringing forth covenant children. We
do not minimize the struggles associated with child
rearing and the responsibility of large families.
Again, we need to get at deeper questions. What
are you and I here for? What is your calling on earth
and your purpose before God? Are you here for
pleasure? Are you on earth for your own entertainment? Hear the word of the preacher in Ecclesiastes
12:13, “Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.” Deuteronomy
10:12 states: “And now, Israel, what doth the Lord
thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy
God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with
all thy soul.” Genesis 1:28 states, “Be fruitful and
multiply.” “I will therefore that the younger women
marry, bear children, guide the house, give none
occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully”
(1 Tim. 5:14).
God may be not pleased to give you a spouse or
children, or God may give you only a limited number
of children. You are to use your time and talents
for the benefit of others. God calls us to service. We
need people in the church who are willing to help
others. Give generously to the benevolent fund so
that the deacons will have sufficient money to care
for those who have heavy burdens.

The principle of God’s word is clear: Seek first
God’s kingdom by marrying, living godly in marriage, and by bringing forth a godly seed.
“Third, that each of them avoiding all uncleanness and evil lusts, may live with a good and quiet
conscience.”
We live in a fallen world, and as a consequence,
we sinners struggle with temptation. The struggle
against sexual sins is real, and God provides a practical help for Christians as they struggle with lust,
fornication, and adultery. That help is sexual activity with a spouse.
As young people and young adults, you need to
realize that God has given the gift of marriage as
a way to satisfy those good desires that he created
you with. You must keep yourselves pure until God
is pleased to give you a husband or a wife. For you
to pursue sexual relations outside of marriage is for
you to violate the seventh commandment. There will
be no joy or pleasure or delight but only guilt and
shame as you use your body for something God did
not intend it for. God intended the intimacy of the
sexual relationship to serve your spouse.
Within the sexual relations the same principles
apply that we’ve been noting. This is not primarily
about you and your pleasure. You seek the pleasure
of your wife or your husband. 1 Corinthians 7
speaks of the fact that your body is not your own,
but belongs to your spouse. You therefore must seek
their pleasure and their enjoyment through it. We
BEACON LIGHTS MAY 2019
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are more blessed to give than to receive. You need to
learn what lovemaking means to your spouse. God
made men and women very different. When it provides only gratification for you, it will be followed
by guilt and it makes mockery of what God intended
it to be. Within the realm of marriage the innocence
of the conscience is preserved and the relationship is
used to God’s glory.
A tragic study was recently done demonstrating
the effect of pornography on sexual relations within
marriage. If you are struggling with intimacy, is it
because you are addicted to the use of porn? Wives,
ask your husbands if they are finding their sexual
fulfillment in places other than with you. If you
are making use of pornography, you need to confess that sin to God and your spouse and seek help
from both to overcome. If you need to make use of
pornography to get into the mood to have sexual
relations with your wife, you have a serious problem. You need help! God calls you to look to him to
give grace to overcome this sexual sin. God calls you
to be satisfied with your wife! Drink of your own
cistern. This is the way of blessing, and this is the
way of marital bliss.
God calls some to live as spiritual eunuchs. He
does not give a spouse, or he takes that spouse

through death or divorce and requires that you live
in chastity. The same God who preserved Jesus so
that he never had an expression of his sexual urges,
is the God who will preserve and give you grace to
be faithful. Jesus was no less a man, and neither are
you.
God intends the intimacy of the sexual union for
marriage alone. In all of life’s experiences and activities, you as a couple are sharing one another. Those
who work with your husband are sharing in his skills
and abilities. Those who have the opportunity to see
your wife and benefit from her hospitality share the
enjoyment of her good looks and cooking skills. But,
behind the closed bedroom door, a couple experiences covenant oneness uniting them in an intimacy
not shared with anyone else on earth.
The glory of God is the purpose of your marriage. Seek God’s glory by serving one another,
bringing forth and raising the children he is pleased
to give you, and living faithfully in the intimacy of
marriage.
May God grant us faithfulness as we seek to be
faithful in our marriages to his glory.
Rev. Brummel is the pastor of Calvary Protestant
Reformed Church in Hull, Iowa

Christian Living Lisa Potjer

the needful closet (2) — Scripture Reading
In the last issue, we talked about the need for personal devotions. Let’s examine now the first part of
those personal devotions—reading the scriptures.
Our personal devotions should include a focus
and meditation on God’s word. Devotional books
can be good but let us never forget the importance
of reading the Bible itself. Only God’s word is the
pure and eternal truth. His word is and always will
be more complete and accurate than any other. It
is his own revelation of himself. It is written to you
by the one who created you and planned your life.
Through Christ, you are a prophet, and God through
his Spirit has given you the ability to understand his
word (1 Cor. 2:10–16). Of course, we benefit from
what other faithful saints have learned to guide us in
our study of his word, but we should also believe and
trust that God speaks to each one of us personally.
It is God’s word (not someone else’s thoughts on
8
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his word) that is more powerful than any other. It
creates (Gen. 1). It gives life (Ezek. 37). It sustains all
things (Heb. 1:3). It causes us to be born again (1 Pet.
1:23). It sanctifies (John 15:3). It is the conductor of
faith (Rom. 10:17). It will accomplish whatever he
purposes (Isa. 55:11). Trust the great power of his
word to work in you.
Psalm 19:10 tells us the Bible is more precious
than gold and sweeter than honey. If God’s word is
more important than wealth and food, let us schedule time for reading it before we schedule everything
else in our busy lives. When you do, I think you will
find that everything else you do in your busy life
will be done out of the fruit of what you have read.
More and more, you will do your work out of joyful
obedience to him. The burdens of life that made you
weary will be lightened. You will become more and
more familiar with God’s will and what he expects

of you. More and more you will live according to his
laws that are now more familiar to you. More and
more you will know his way for you in the different
parts of your life. This is wisdom. And we all know
the book of Proverbs is full of verses that speak of
the importance and the value of wisdom. Wisdom
is different than knowledge because it is applying
knowledge. If you need knowledge to be wise, and
Proverbs tells us that “wisdom is the principal thing”
(Prov. 4:7), you must read to gain knowledge so that
you can be wise through the power of his word.
How much of his word should you read each
day? The answer to this question will be different
for each individual. Each individual is unique in level
of comprehension, skill of reading, and measure of
curiosity. Determine a starting point for yourself,
and experiment to find what works best for you. Be
ready to increase or decrease the amount you read as
you grow and change.
How much time should you spend studying his
word? In answering this question, consider the other
ways God calls you to spend your time and energy.
The Bible calls us to labor, to help others, and to
raise a family, among other things. These things not
only take a large portion of our time and energy,
but we may also want to read and study about those
things, in order to be most efficient. The Bible even
tells us to see what his creation reveals about him.
We are told to “go to the ant” and “consider the lily.”
In studying the creation, we may also want to read
books to learn more about the world God created.
When we read other books, we should remember
that we will need God’s word to recognize lies and
distortions. We live in a time where there is so much
information that is literally at our fingertips or our
request (“Hey, Siri”). All of that information must

come through the screen of God’s word so that we
can avoid being led to adopt worldviews that are not
in line with scripture or to sin. Be so familiar with
his word that you have that screen of discernment—
a fine one that does not allow any of the filth of the
devil’s lies to reach your mind and heart.
There are a few things I would recommend to
help encourage you in this regular reading of the
Bible. Surround yourself with others who read
Scripture regularly and often share thoughts about
what they’ve read. When you have friends who are
bubbling over with a zeal for God’s word, you will
be inspired to take the time to read so that you may
catch that same spirit. Memorize portions of the
Bible. That work will cause you to ruminate well
on what you’re learning. At the same time, if you
are not working on memorizing something, don’t
stress about remembering exactly what you have
read. Trust that God’s word will find its place in
your heart and that you will grow, sometimes even
without realizing exactly how. And finally, before
you read, pray for eyes to see and ears to hear (Ps.
119:18).
In closing, let’s look at Jesus’ beautiful prayer for
his people in John 17. In his prayer, he shows us what
we will miss when we let our days fly by without
taking the time to read his word. JOY: “these things
I speak in the world, that they might have my joy
fulfilled in themselves” (v. 13). SANCTIFICATION:
“sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth”
(v. 17). ETERNAL LIFE: “And this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent” (v. 3).
Lisa is a wife and mother and member of
Georgetown Protestant Reformed Church.

Christian Living Connor Courtney

I will sing with understanding
“I Will Sing with Understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15).
Praise and worship music has become very popular
in the church world at large. Recently, I heard this
song sung at a Protestant Reformed gathering.

It’s About The Cross
It’s not just about the manger
Where the baby lay
It’s not all about the angels
Who sang for Him that day
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It’s not just about the shepherds
Or the bright and shining star
It’s not all about the wise men
Who travelled from afar
It’s about the cross
It’s about my sin
It’s about how Jesus
Came to be born once
So that we could be born again
It’s about the stone
That was rolled away
So that you and I could
Have real life someday
It’s about the cross
It’s about the cross
It’s not all about the good things
In this life I’ve done
It’s not all about the treasures
Or the trophies that I’ve won
It’s not about the righteousness
That I find within
It’s about His precious blood
That saves me from my sin
The beginning of the story
Is wonderful and great
But it’s the ending that can save you
And that’s why we celebrate
It’s about the cross
It’s about my sin,
It’s about how
Jesus came to be born once
So that we could be born again
It’s about God’s love
Nailed to a tree
It’s about every
Drop of blood that flowed from
Him when it should have been me
It’s about the stone
That was rolled away
So that you and I could have real life someday
So that you and I could have real life someday
It’s about the cross
It’s about the cross.
The Object of Worship
The object of Reformed worship must be God,
and God alone. “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4:10).
The focal point of our worship may not be the
10
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manger or the cross, but God alone.
The Purpose of Our Worship
The purpose of worship is to glorify God. “He is
thy Lord; and worship thou him” (Ps. 45:11). This
truth stands in direct opposition to the praise and
worship movement. The humanistic philosophy of
the praise and worship movement is that worship
is about man. The goal of worship is not the glory
of God, but what man and his senses can get out
of worship. This whole song focuses on man and
his experience. I ask you to compare this praise and
worship song to Psalm 22 to emphasize this point.
The focal point of Psalm 22 is not man, or even the
cross, but Christ.
The Manner of Our Worship
We must not attempt to dethrone God in worship
and bring him down to the level of our senses that
we can touch, taste, and handle, as it were. This is
will worship, and God abhors will worship. Worship
is not “celebrating,” but kneeling and lying prostrate
before the God of heaven and earth. “And there
went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them
(Nadab and Abihu)…the Lord spake, saying, I will
be sanctified in them that come nigh me, and before
all the people I will be glorified” (Lev. 10:2–3).
Worshiping God In Spirit and Truth (John
4:24)
Relativism
We as Reformed Christians are not ruled by relativism, the spirit of the age, but by the truth of the
word of God. Praise and worship songs reflect the
ambiguity and relativism of the age. This ambiguity
and relativism are shown in words and phrases such
as “real life.” What does “real life” mean? Does it
mean anything at all? Can anyone interpret it as
he or she would like? In contrast, the Bible talks
concretely of eternal life as life with God. In sharp
contrast to the ambiguity and relativism of the age,
we must worship in truth. This includes singing.
Error
The lyrics of this song are not only ambiguous and
relative, but promote the lie. To illustrate this, let me
quote a few phrases:
“It’s not all about the good things in this life I’ve
done.” This song is about the cross; this song is about
our salvation. The implication of this statement is
that even though our salvation is not all about the
good works we have done, our good works do play
some part in our salvation. This song teaches the

false doctrine of works righteousness. The Bible is
clear: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8–9).
“The beginning of the story is wonderful and
great, but it’s the ending that can save you…So
that you and I could have real life someday.” This
song is about the cross; this song is about our salvation. This song makes Jesus a powerless Savior who
“can” or “could” save you. In the end, there is some
condition that has not been met at the cross. The
bottom line is this: salvation depends on man, either
through the work of accepting Christ or performing
good works. This song is about a cross that does not
atone for sin. Then we are of all men most miserable
(1 Cor. 15:19). In contrast, scripture clearly states
that Christ fully atoned for our sins on the cross
(Heb. 9:28) and that we have a powerful Savior who

saves us to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25). This is the
comfort of the child of God.
Truth
The content of what we sing is so important because
we worship God. The content of what we sing is also
very important because it is a powerful means to
teach one another (Col. 3:16). This is one of the main
reasons for singing scripture, especially the psalms.
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness…” (2 Tim. 3:16).
We pray for the grace to sing with understanding.
Connor is a 9th grader at Covenant Christian High
School and attends Byron Center PRC with his
family.
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Devotional Ben Laning
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“press toward the mark…”
(Philippians 3:14)

May 8

Read Joel 3

Joel 3:2 reads, “I will also gather all nations, and will
bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and
will plead with them there for my people and for my
heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the
nations, and parted my land.” God is gathering the
nations here to judge them for their destruction of
his people and his land. The place of their judgment
is the valley of Jehoshaphat, or the valley of decision,
as it’s called in verse 14. Many are quick to think
that the valley of Jehoshaphat must refer to some
place related to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, but
Prof. Kuiper preaches that this is not a geographical
place. Instead, the name refers to what Jehovah will
do there since Jehoshaphat means “Jehovah judges.”
Similarly, the valley of decision refers to the place
where Jehovah will thresh his enemies. Harvest time
is compared to judgment in the Bible, as we see in
Matthew 13:39. All the nations are being brought to
battle God and his armies, but the definite outcome
of this war is that Jehovah wins. Sing or pray Psalter
#302.
May 9

Read Daniel 1

The devil is striving very hard to steal the hearts
of our young people, as Rev. Brummel brought out
in a sermon on this passage. Nebuchadnezzar strategized that he could have the most success with this
by treating the young Jewish men as princes, not
prisoners. He then set out to make sure everything
they had been taught and learned would be forsaken.
He even went so far as to change their names. The
world today throws all its enticing entertainment at
our young people and tries to make them forget God.
If Daniel and his friends had eaten the king’s meat,
all the credit for their abilities and accomplishments
would have been given to the idols the meat had
been offered to. By faith, these men stood against
that lie. Are we on guard against the world today,
or are we eating the king’s meat? The devil is good
at getting us to slowly lower our guard. The things
12
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that our grandparents were worried about don’t
even concern us anymore. The day will come when
our own children will be taken away by the world,
and we must prepare them to refuse the king’s meat
in that day. Sing or pray Psalter #309.
May 10

Read Daniel 2

Have we made it to the final world power yet? Until
recently, I would have said that the world now, with
the United States as its head, is the final world power
displayed in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision. However,
I’ve recently started to wonder if this is an accurate
way of looking at it. Rev. Spronk preached that since
Rome’s fall the fifth kingdom of antichrist has been
forming. He said the iron and clay is seen in today’s
pluralism, which says all different religions and
political systems can be brought together under one
government and one economy. It is true that today’s
society of tolerance seems to mesh with the iron and
clay feet of the image, but would that mean then that
the Antichrist must come from the United States?
There’s much talk today about the rise of China and
Islam, but would it be possible for either of these to
rise to power if the kingdom of Antichrist is nothing
more than a continuation of the current kingdom?
What do you think? Are we currently in the iron and
clay or somewhere in between it and the iron? Sing
or pray Psalter #247.
May 11

Read Daniel 3

Rev. Rodney Kleyn clearly explained the immense
pressure Daniel’s friends would have been under
to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s image in this
chapter. They had been given some of the highest
positions in the whole kingdom. Can you imagine
how difficult it would be to stand strong if we
knew all our earthly comforts would immediately
be taken away from us? Not only would they lose
their positions if they disobeyed, but they would be
thrown into a fiery furnace! Another aspect of this
pressure would have been that everyone else was
doing it, including other Jews. Finally, there was the

immense pressure of going along with it for the sake
of peace and tolerance.
Despite these pressures, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego persevered, just as we must do under
the kingdom of Antichrist. We are good at making
excuses for not standing for the truth, like saying we
can’t witness if we’re dead, or we must change the
preaching to get down to everyone’s level. Instead,
we must stand with confidence, knowing that Christ
stands with us in our persecutions, just as he walked
with the three friends in the fiery furnace. Sing or
pray Psalter #241.
May 12

Read Daniel 4

Nebuchadnezzar had another troubling dream in
this chapter. He saw a great tree that grew until
it reached all the way to heaven. An angel of God
commanded the tree be cut down, leaving only a
stump. After all the Babylonian soothsayers failed
to interpret the dream, Daniel told the king that he
would be changed into a beast for seven years, so
the whole world would see that God is in complete
control. Daniel then called upon the king to repent.
This probably made Nebuchadnezzar scared for a
while, but when nothing had happened after a year,
he started boasting about his power again. While
the boastful words were still upon his lips, a voice
from heaven declared, “O king Nebuchadnezzar,
to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from
thee.”
This is an amazing passage. Nebuchadnezzar
himself narrates much of it, clearly demonstrating
that God simply uses us all, even wicked men, for
his purpose. Nebuchadnezzar was given about the
most severe humbling of any man in history so that
when his kingdom was restored, he was forced to
admit that God reigns over all and “the inhabitants
of the earth are reputed as nothing.” Sing or pray
Psalter #166.
May 13

Read Daniel 5

When I was in junior high, I remember we started
out history class by learning reasons for studying
history. One of these reasons was to learn from
our mistakes. Belshazzar didn’t do this. He didn’t
learn from what happened to Nebuchadnezzar, a
generation before him. As we discussed yesterday,
Nebuchadnezzar had been brought from the most
exalted of earthly positions down to nothing. The
king of the then-known world was turned into a
beast until he was forced to admit that God reigns in
heaven over all. Yet Belshazzar still exalted himself

above God and used the vessels from his temple at
his drunken party. By these actions, he showed utter
contempt for the things of God.
Rev. Haak discussed this in an old Reformed
Witness Hour message I listened to. He said that this
contempt for the things of God is the world’s condition today. There are many Belshazzars in the world,
but all will soon stand before the judgment seat.
That’s us by nature, and it’s only by God’s grace that
the words of judgment “Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin”
don’t come upon us. Sing or pray Psalter #162.
May 14

Read Daniel 6

Rev. Bill Langerak preached a sermon on this passage with the intriguing title “Fang-defeating Faith.”
He posed the question, what will we do when we
must confront the fangs of our enemies? Daniel
knew the punishment for disobeying the king’s
commandment was death by lions, yet he still didn’t
hide his worship of God. God’s people know that
the Lion of the tribe of Judah has much worse fangs,
so it won’t do to attempt escape by going along with
the decree.
The world today looks at spanking as child abuse.
Because of this, we often go to great lengths to keep
it hidden. I nearly always make sure my phone is in
another room, and the window shades are closed,
even though there’s usually no one in sight. After
reading this passage, however, I started wondering if I was going a little overboard trying to hide
this proper discipline from the world. It’s true that
spanking is a private thing that we never flaunt, but
am I failing to have the faith of Daniel by worrying so much about keeping it hidden? What do you
think? Sing or pray Psalter #152.
May 15

Read Daniel 7

In this vision, Daniel sees four beasts come out of
the sea. These beasts, especially the fourth beast,
show us the kingdom of antichrist. Each beast represents one of the kingdoms seen in Nebuchadnezzar’s
vison of the image. The little horn of the fourth beast
is the antichrist himself. In Revelation 13, we see
these four beasts rolled into one great beast. Each
great empire throughout history has represented the
kingdom of Antichrist, and the realization of that
kingdom will bring aspects of these former powers
together into one.
Rev. Guichelaar listed five things we learn about
the Antichrist from this passage. First, he will be
a great political power. Second, he will be an individual man. Third, he will claim for himself divine
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power. Fourth, his power will be achieved primarily through his speech. Fifth, all his power will be
directed against the saints. The persecution at that
time will be worse than ever before in history, but
God’s people are comforted with the knowledge that
the days will be shortened for their sake and that the
antichrist’s destruction will be quick to come (v. 26).
Sing or pray Psalter #150.
May 16

Read Daniel 8

This chapter teaches us three lessons about history,
according to Prof. Kuiper. First, we learn the speed
with which transitions take place. Hitler’s reign is
a good example of this. He used the blitzkrieg to
capture huge portions of Europe with lightning
speed, but it wasn’t long before his empire and he
had fallen. Second, we learn the tumultuousness of
the time of transitions. The world never enjoys peace
for any real length of time, which keeps them from
being able to focus on destroying the church until
the end of time. Third, we learn the destruction of
those who were once in power. In this vision, the
he-goat stamped on the ram and none could deliver
him.
We understand that the ram represents the Medes
and Persians and the he-goat represents Greece with
its horn being Alexander the Great. The four horns
that come after are Alexander’s four generals, but
who is the one horn that arises out of one of the
four? This refers to Antiochus Epiphanes, that clear
Old Testament picture of Antichrist. He focused
his attacks on God’s church, but he, along with
Antichrist himself, are destroyed by God (v. 25).
Sing or pray Psalter #156.
May 17

Read Daniel 9

What are the seventy weeks in this chapter? In order
to get a clear picture of this, I listened to sermon
excerpts from Rev. Key and Prof. Kuiper. First of
all, it should be pointed out that the number 70 is
used because seven is the number of the covenant
and 10 is the number of completion. These numbers
are multiplied to indicate the fulfillment of the covenant. These 70 weeks are broken into three sections,
with the first being seven weeks. This indicates the
time from the return of the captives to the end of
the Old Testament. The period began when Cyrus
decreed that the Jews could return. The second section is 62 weeks. There is nothing significant about
this number. It’s simply what you have left when
you subtract the seven weeks at the beginning and
the single week at the end. The time referred to by
14
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these weeks is the Intertestamental Period. Finally,
we have the one week, which is the time from Jesus’
birth until Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 A.D. This
includes then, not only Jesus’ life, but also his resurrection, ascension, pouring out of his spirit, and the
work continued by the apostles. Sing or pray Psalter
#65.
May 18

Read Daniel 10

This is a fascinating chapter. Daniel had been fasting
and sorrowful for the past three weeks. It seemed as
if God didn’t hear his prayers. Then, in verse 5, we
read that a man clothed in linen comes to Daniel. It
would be easy to jump to the conclusion that this
man represents God or the Angel of Jehovah, but
this is actually just one of the angels. Rev. Brummel
explained this in a sermon on this chapter, citing as
part of the evidence that the man was helped by the
angel Michael in verse 13. The angel came to Daniel
with the comforting news that God had heard his
prayer and had sent him (the angel) to bring Daniel
the answer. The reason Daniel hadn’t heard that
answer for three weeks was that the angel had been
fighting his way to him. The angel had been engaged
in bitter warfare against the demon of Persia, and
he tells Daniel that he will have to again fight that
demon along with the one from Greece on his way
back. This chapter gives us amazing insight into
the intense spiritual warfare that’s always going on
around us. Sing or pray Psalter #248.
May 19

Read Daniel 11

The introduction to Daniel in my Reformation
Heritage Bible mentions that this chapter is a
big problem for those who deny revelation. Rev.
Guichelaar talked about that in a sermon he preached
on this chapter. In his first point, Guichelaar briefly
demonstrated how almost all the events described in
the first part of the chapter had been clearly fulfilled.
In verse 2, we read about the fourth Persian king,
which refers to King Xerxes, who was defeated by
the Greeks at the Battle of Salamis 50 years after
Daniel. Verses 3 and 4 refer to Alexander the Great’s
rule and the division of his kingdom among his four
generals after he died 200 years later. The following
verses talk about a kingdom of the north and one
of the south, which refers to the Seleucids and the
Ptolemaic’s, whose battles Judah was often caught
in the middle of. Some of the events mentioned
didn’t take place until 300–400 years after Daniel
wrote this book. Those who deny revelation try to
argue that this chapter must have been written after

the events had taken place, but this must cause us
to see the true wonder of God’s word. Sing or pray
Psalter #399.
May 20

Read Daniel 12

I listened to quite a few excerpts of sermons from
our ministers in preparation for these devotionals,
and they all had similar points to make about this
book. As one of them put it, the book of Daniel is to
the Old Testament what the book of Revelation is to
the New Testament. Both talk about the end times,
writing which is sometimes referred to as apocalyptic literature. The first half of Daniel emphasizes
the antithesis, while the second half talks about the
victory of the kingdom of Christ over all the kingdoms of the earth. The book ends by comforting us
and exhorting us to watch and pray. In verse 11 we
are told that the Great Tribulation will last 1,290
days, while verse 12 says it will be 1,335 days. This
reminds us that sometimes the waiting is longer than
expected, and it isn’t for us to know exactly when
Christ will come. All we are commanded to do is be
patient and trust in him, waiting for the day when
we will be awakened to everlasting life (v. 2). Sing or
pray Psalter #400.
May 21

Read Ezra 2

Have you ever wondered why genealogies are in
the Bible? Why spend nearly an entire chapter
just giving a long list of names? How can that be
the infallible revelation of God? Well, as you may
have heard before, these histories help point us to
Christ. They also present us with a physical picture
of the heavenly kingdom. In a sermon, Rev. DeBoer
pointed out several interesting pictures we are to
see from those who returned. First, Zerubbabel is
a picture of Christ, leading his people out of bondage into the promised land. Second, this genealogy
shows us the specific people that returned, just as
God elected specific people. Third, the genealogy
shows us that the people returned according to
families, not individuals. The fact that God saves
in the line of generations illustrates to us that we’re
all brothers and sisters in Christ, members of the
heavenly family. Fourth, those who returned were
governors, priests, Levites, servants, and children.
They came from different social classes, just as God
saves his people from every walk of life. There are
other pictures for us in this chapter as well. Do you
see any? Sing or pray Psalter #395.

May 22

Read Ezra 3

The people’s worship in this chapter was characterized by a number of things, as listed by Rev. Jonathan
Langerak. First, the worship was according to God’s
word. We see this in verse 2, where we read that they
built the altar to offer sacrifices on, “as it is written
in the law of Moses the man of God.” This verse
also shows us that the God-ordained office bearers
among the people properly led the way. Second, this
worship took place in the 7th month, a time for celebrating God’s care for Israel. God had commanded
them to celebrate the Day of Atonement, Feast of
Tabernacles, and Feast of Trumpets all in the 7th
month. Third, the worship was Christ-centered. We
see this from the fact that the altar was central, which
was the place where God came down from heaven to
commune with his people. Finally, this worship was
joyful. Their singing was accompanied by trumpets
and cymbals. This same joy must characterize our
worship, but how often don’t we lose sight of that
and simply go through the motions with an uncaring attitude? Sing or pray Psalter #405.
May 23

Read Ezra 4

The false church has always been the greatest danger
to the true church. It’s the false church who has put
huge numbers of God’s people to death throughout history. Therefore, we must use wisdom when
exploring the possibility of a relationship with
another denomination, because a union created
without the truth at its core is no union at all. As
Prof. Dykstra brought out in a sermon, the history of
our own denomination illustrates this. The split our
churches experienced in 1953 came about because
not all those who came out of the CRC in 1924 were
of the same mind.
The response of the remnant to their adversaries
in Ezra 4 is a model for us in being on guard against
false doctrine. The worst enemies come claiming
they believe in the same god as us, and we should
work together. “Won’t we be able to do so much
more witnessing if we just work together?” they say.
“Are we really going to let a few differences stand in
the way of God’s work?” In the face of such temptations, we must live the antithesis and trust that God’s
purpose is sure and his church will be gathered. Sing
or pray Psalter #367.
May 24

Read Ezra 5

Here we have a wonderful example of how God
makes the plan of the wicked work against them
BEACON LIGHTS MAY 2019

15

and uses them to serve the righteous. The wicked
Samaritans did everything in their power to thwart
the building of the temple, but all it ultimately led
to was the emperor commanding the Jews be given
everything they needed to finish the work. Rev.
Griess preached that Tatnai was no doubt tipped off
by the others who had worked to stop the building earlier, and he set out to write a letter to the
king and put a stop to it once again, thinking the
Jews were building a fort from which to launch a
military attack. There may be some disagreement
about whether Tatnai was attempting to stop it or
just receive confirmation that it was lawful, but
most seem to agree that this was his goal. Whatever
the case, God used this letter to spur King Darius
to find Cyrus’s decree and add his own to it, telling Tatnai to provide the Jews with whatever they
needed to complete this temple. Sing or pray Psalter
#275.
May 25

Read Ezra 6

“I opposed indulgences and all the papists, but never
with force. I simply taught, preached, and wrote
God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And while
I slept or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends
Philip and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened
the papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted
such losses upon it. I did nothing; the Word did
everything” (Martin Luther). Luther understood
that preaching drives church reformation. Rev.
Griess pointed out a number of things the prophets’
preaching did for the people in this chapter. First, it
exposed the sins and weaknesses of the people and
called them to repentance and faith. Yes, the government had told them to stop building, but their real
problem was selfishness. God never closes the door
on obedience, yet we sometimes like to use that as
a way out of a difficult situation. Second, it brought
the covenant promises to the church, encouraging
them to get back to work, even before the letter
from Darius had come. Third, it gave them boldness
and confidence, as well as humility. Just as we must
do, they admitted their sins and didn’t make excuses
for why the temple wasn’t built. Sing or pray Psalter
#218.
May 26

Read Psalm 137

What is your chief joy? What’s the one thing in life
you can’t live without? Is it your career, hobby, sports,
money, health? Maybe it’s your children, grandchildren, or spouse. As Rev. McGeown pointed out in a
sermon, you can tell someone’s chief joy by the time
16
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and effort they put into it. Even these relationships,
though good in themselves, must not be our chief
joy. We must be able to confess with the psalmist
in Psalm 137:6, “If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer
not Jerusalem above my chief joy.” At the time the
psalm was written, Jerusalem was the city of God,
the place where God dwelt with his people, and
they worshipped him. For us today, Jerusalem is the
church. We must love the church above all else. We
love the church above all else because we love Christ,
who is present there. Some go to church but would
rather be somewhere else. Others openly sacrifice
the church for their greatest joy. They give it up
when it interferes with what they love most. Is that
you? Is it me? Sing or pray Psalter #380.
May 27

Read Haggai 1

In this chapter, the Jews are rebuked for having their
priorities messed up. They focused on building their
own houses before finishing the temple. As we read
in verse 4, “Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your
ceiled houses, and this house lie waste?”
It is very easy for us to fall into this trap as well.
I must confess that I often live as if I will focus on
spiritual things as soon as I get this or that together
in my life. I convince myself that I’m creating the
groundwork for a Christ-centered life in the future
when my children start getting older. I need to work
lots of hours right now, so I can spend time being
the godly leader in my family later. Once I get all
my ducks in a row, then I will be better able to serve
God in every aspect of life.
By God’s grace, I’m continually made to see the
foolishness of such reasoning. How can I “get my
life together” without any proper foundation? It’s
only when we put him first in our lives that we can
be the children he’s called us to be. Sing or pray
Psalter #346.
May 28

Read Haggai 2

Solomon’s temple was a beautiful, stunning structure. Expensive materials were hauled in, they used
only the most skilled craftsmen available, and gold
overlaid much of the building. Now the temple was
being rebuilt. This was exciting at first, but it became
depressing when the people saw their temple would
look nothing like Solomon’s had. As Rev. Huizinga
put it, it was like comparing a Byzantine cathedral
to a pole barn. In addition, the people were discouraged because of their size. They were nothing but a
residue, a tiny fraction of the two million who had

gone into captivity. Finally, they were discouraged
because of the unique days in which they lived at
the end of the Old Testament. The types and shadows were breaking down, leading the people to look
forward to the reality. Because of these things, the
people were weak and had lost their desire to work.
We can act this way too when we see how insignificant our churches are and when we experience the
trials of this life. Then the words of Haggai need
to encourage us to be strong, just as they did to the
people of his day. Sing or pray Psalter #359.
May 29

Read Zechariah 1

The first half of Zechariah is full of visions, and
we have the first two in this chapter. In the first
vision, Christ is riding on a horse with his angels
following to protect the church. Matthew Henry
says these angels have different colors to indicate
angels with different responsibilities. An angel also
led Zechariah, telling him his concern for Jerusalem
and its people. The horsemen were returning from
their journey and the whole world enjoyed peace.
The angel cried out, asking how long God’s people
would suffer while the heathen appeared to live the
good life. God answers by assuring the prophet that
he will always preserve his people
In the second vision, the four horns appear to be
Israel’s enemies, and the four carpenters are those
who destroy these enemies. Calvin explains these
carpenters by saying, “God would have in his hand
those remedies by which he would check all the
assaults of the wicked.” Although it seems at times
that the wicked have it made, we must never forget
that God rules in heaven and is working everything
for our profit. Sing or pray Psalter #358.
May 30

Read Zechariah 2

In this chapter, Zechariah sees a vision of Christ,
the master builder, with a measuring line in his
hand. Zechariah is told that Jerusalem would grow
as a city without walls because they would be safe
under God’s care. He would be their wall of fire.
God tells Jerusalem that she is the apple of his eye.
As Matthew Henry explains, just like the eye is very
tender and is bothered by the least of touches, so
God will judge those who do anything to afflict his
people. Towards the end of the chapter, we read
that people from all nations will join the spiritual
nation of Israel, a prophecy which you and I are the
fulfillment of. The chapter ends with a command to
the nations to be silent, because they can do nothing outside of God’s plan. We see this same idea in

Zephaniah 1:7, where we read, “Hold thy peace at
the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the
Lord is at hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.” May we stand in awed
silence at the greatness of our God. Sing or pray
Psalter #317.
May 31

Read Zechariah 3

Here we read that Joshua the high priest is brought
before the judgment seat but is justified as the devil
looks on. As Henry puts it, “A converted soul is a
brand plucked out of the fire by a miracle of free
grace, therefore shall not be left a prey to Satan.”
Revelation 19:8 tells us more about Joshua’s and
the church’s garment. There we read, “And to her
was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” We recently talked about this garment in Bible class, as we studied the Parable of
the Wedding Feast in Matthew 22. When a guest
tried to enter the feast without a wedding garment,
he was thrown into outer darkness. We can only
come to the marriage feast clothed in Jesus’ robe of
salvation and righteousness. The branch and stone
mentioned at the end refer to Christ and the “seven
eyes” (v. 9) upon the stone point to the fact that the
eyes of others will be led to look on him. Sing or
pray Psalter #281.
June 1

Read Zechariah 4

The golden candlestick in this chapter represents the
church that is a light in this dark world. An olive
tree stands on either side of the candlestick, and
oil flows continuously from them into it. Matthew
Henry says this pictures the grace of God, which
needs no help from man. He goes on to say that
Christ is our Zerubbabel, for he is the one who
turns our mountains into plains, as we read in verse
7. God questioning Zechariah’s lack of knowledge
throughout the chapter reminds us all that we are
always called to learn.
Henry also points out that verse 9 illustrates to
us that the exact fulfillment of scripture prophecies
proves their divine origin. This stood out to me, as
we had recently discussed this in class. At those
times when we are weak in faith and prone to doubt,
all we need to do is look at how all the prophecies
in scripture have been and continue to be fulfilled
and we will have all the proof we need that the Bible
is the infallible Word of God. Sing or pray Psalter
#232.
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June 2

Read Zechariah 5

In this chapter, we have two more of Zechariah’s
visions. In the first, God’s word is pictured by flying
scrolls, because it goes quickly throughout the whole
earth. The specific scroll mentioned here is a declaration of God’s wrath against sinners. Matthew
Henry says that this scroll in the heavens demonstrates God’s wrath as it blocks light from reaching
earth and threatens to destroy man with storms.
God says that the scroll pronounces judgment on all
who swear falsely by his name.
The second vision is about the Jews filling up the
cup of their iniquity, which is leading to their judgment. The woman in this vision is the sinful church.
The talent of lead is the guilt of the people, which
brings them down to destruction. Calvin says that
the two women mentioned in verse 9 might not represent anything in particular, but others say they are
the Assyrian and Babylonian kingdoms. Israel, the
ephah, is brought into captivity because of their sin.
Similarly, we are brought down into spiritual captivity when we reject God’s ways and walk in sin. Sing
or pray Psalter #32.
June 3

Read Zechariah 6

Zechariah 6:12 and 13 tells us that Christ, the branch,
will build the temple and rule as king. Referring
to Christ as the branch demonstrates the humble
beginning and life of our Savior on this earth. Just
as a little branch can grow into a mighty tree, so the
baby born in a cattle stall would save his people and
take his place in heaven at God’s right hand as our
mediator. In Jeremiah 23:5 we read, “Behold, the
days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto
David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign
and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice
in the earth.” In other passages, Jesus is referred to
as a root. Isaiah 53:2a reads, “For he shall grow up
before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a
dry ground.” Also, in Revelation 22:16b, we read,
“I am the root and offspring of David, and the bright
and morning star.” Whether he’s called a root or
branch, the meaning is the same. Christ came to this
earth in humble fashion as the perfect servant, and
we must all strive to be Christ-like in our service
towards each other. Sing or pray Psalter #36.
June 4

Read Zechariah 7

Sermonaudio.com is an amazing resource. I recently
discovered that the platform allows you to search
for all the sermons on any chapter in the Bible. In
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addition, you can filter the search to only include
those preached by our own ministers, if you so
desire. I wish I had found this out much sooner, as it
is a huge asset to my devotional life, so I thought I’d
pass the tip along.
Chapters 7 and 8 of Zechariah are an interlude
between the visions at the beginning and the prophecies at the end of the book. Rev. Koole preached
a sermon on this text years ago entitled, “A People
Weary of Fasting Rebuked.” The problem with the
Jews was that religion had become nothing but a
formality for them. They looked at fasting as just an
annoyance and had forgotten the reasons for it. We
often fall into this trap ourselves. I’ve heard students
many times say, “Let’s hurry and pray because I’m
starving!” When we enter prayer with such an attitude, do you think God hears our prayer? Sing or
pray Psalter #174.
June 5

Read Zechariah 8

In preparation for this devotional, I listened to a
preparatory sermon by Prof. Cammenga entitled
“The Things That the Lord Hates,” on Zechariah
8:16 and 17. These verses are part of Zechariah’s
answer to a delegation that had come to him at the
beginning of Chapter 7, asking if they should still
keep certain fasts that were used to commemorate
the overthrow of Jerusalem. Zechariah’s answer to
this question has four parts, and the verses here are
found at the end of the third section. God demonstrates here that he’s interested in the hearts and
lives of his people, not their outward actions. We
must ask ourselves if we hate what God hates and
love what God loves. The text concentrates on our
relationship with our neighbor because there can be
no right relationship with the neighbor if there is not
already a right relationship with God. This passage
and the surrounding verses focus on speaking the
truth to our neighbor. Are we guilty of spreading
rumors? Do we backbite and slander the brother?
Do we cower and hide our faith when we experience opposition from the world? These are things
God hates, and may we flee from them. Sing or pray
Psalter #192.
June 6

Read Zechariah 9

Zechariah 9:9 reads, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of
Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy
King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt
the foal of an ass.” Rev. Bruinsma preached a sermon
on this passage at Christmas time. He talked about

how there is much rejoicing in the world at this time.
Christmas carols give us that warm, fuzzy feeling,
everyone is out buying presents, and family members are traveling all over the country to spend the
holidays together. However, is there any real joy in
these celebrations? We have great reason to rejoice,
but that reason is not found in good times, good

food, or even good company. That joy is found in
the fact that God has sent his Son into the world to
die for us on the cross and win the victory over sin.
Just as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a colt before
his crucifixion, so he is coming again to judge the
world and to save his people, the citizens of the new
Jerusalem. Sing or pray Psalter #303.

Book Review Tori Mowery

And the Bride Wore White: Seven Secrets to
Sexual Purity
Gresh, Dannah. And the Bride Wore White: Seven
Secrets to Sexual Purity. Moody Publishers, 2004.
I read. A lot. And after hours upon hours of reading
a book, I finish it and pick up the next one in the
series. That’s what you’re supposed to do, right? But
after I complete a seven-book series in seven days,
I realize that all I have filled my head with is fluff.
Why is it that I can read a fluffy book in one day (like
Treasured Grace), but it takes me weeks to finish
a book about the Christian life (like Adorned)? I
know that 99% of New Year’s resolutions fail, but
my resolution for this year is to read a non-fiction
book for every fiction book I read.
To start my endeavor, I browsed my overflowing bookshelf. The book I chose was And the Bride
Wore White by Dannah Gresh. This book had been
on my shelf for a few months already, and when I
received this book in the mailbox at home, it came
with a few other books on the topic of purity. My
mom gave questioning glances between me and my
recent topic of books; she didn’t ask, but I know she
was wondering why I would want to read books
about sex, relationships, and purity. When I first
pulled this book off my shelf, I wanted to hide it
so no one would know what I was reading. But as
I read And the Bride Wore White, my whole attitude toward the book and its topic changed. Now
I cannot stop telling people to read this book. (Just
ask my friends!)
In And the Bride Wore White, Gresh tells her
story of purity and what a great gift it is that God
has given to us. As I said before, I was embarrassed
at first even to mention the title of the book I was

reading. I had regarded purity as something we
should not talk about. How detrimental is it to us
to believe such a lie! There is nothing shameful or
funny about purity. It is a high calling placed on us
by God that results only in our good! Dannah Gresh
talks about the lies about purity the devil feeds us
as Christians and weaves in her own personal story.
She then expresses truths from scripture regarding
purity and poses thought-provoking questions to
apply the truths to your life. There are also some
fun activities to complete along the way.
Though it may often seem this way, the topic
of purity is not meant to be limited only to young
dating girls. Purity is pursued when you are single,
when you are dating, when you are engaged, and
even when you are married. And the Bride Wore
White is for women of any age, and I encourage you
all to read it. It has inspired me and helped me to
grow so much in my Christian walk.
Tori attends Grandville Protestant Reformed Church
and attends Cornerstone University where she is
studying to become an elementary teacher.
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Christian Living Rev. Cory Griess

The proverbs 7 woman
Introduction, Verses 1–5
In verse one Solomon tells us he speaks to his son.
In the rest of the chapter we see he is speaking to
his son about the “strange woman.” The strange
woman is sexual temptation personified. Very
plainly Solomon talks about sexual temptation in
this chapter. How much more must these things be
talked about at an appropriate age today. And the
“appropriate age” seems to be getting younger. This
article is not intended to replace the calling of parents, only to supplement it, and perhaps help it, for
the issue is urgent.
Solomon by inspiration uses a cautionary tale,
an example of himself watching another young man
fall to temptation, to impress upon his son the seriousness of these sins. In verse six he sets the story
up by saying “at the window of my house I looked
through my casement.” The rest of the chapter is
what he saw.
The Sin, Verses 6–13
Verse seven describes the youth he sees as one
“among the simple ones.” That is, the ones void of
understanding, not wise to the power and destruction of sexual sin. Probably you reading this, as this
young man, have heard much about sexual sin and
temptation. You know enough to know fornication,
sexting, pornography, snapchatting lewd pictures,
etc. is sin. But maybe you have stumbled into some
of these things somewhat innocently. Maybe others
older than you introduced you to it. Maybe you
have been caught off guard by the devil. And what
you may have been naïve to is how dangerous these
sins are to you, your future spouse, and the body
of Christ. Like this young man, you were void of
understanding.
But notice that it quickly moves from a certain
falling into temptation, to intent to have what one
has stumbled into. Verse eight, “Passing through the
street near her corner, he went the way of her house.”
He is now seeking out what he perhaps naively
came into contact with. Maybe you are too. And
maybe, like this young one, you are seeking it out at
night. Verse nine, “In the twilight, in the evening, in
the black and dark night.” He doesn’t want to get
caught after all. At night—on the computer, on your
20

BEACON LIGHTS MAY 2019

phone, whatever it is—trying to hide it, cover it up,
do anything to turn potential day into night. Maybe
you try to erase the history on the computer. Or
use Snapchat so it goes away. Delete Snapchat from
your phone when you know your parents are going
to check it, and then reinstall once the “checkpoint”
has been crossed. You know it’s sin and shameful,
and sin loves the cover of darkness. And if some
of you have been exposed, thank God that he has
shined the light on it. Sin is a strange kind of plant,
it grows in the dark, but dies in the light.
In verses ten through thirteen this young man is
lured by his lust and her advances. “And, behold,
there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot,
and subtil of heart…so she caught him and she kissed
him.” How many young men here have been taken in
by such a woman? In pornography on the internet,
lewd images and videos are all designed this way, so
that if you go near, she will attempt to catch you and
kiss you, to take you in. She seeks you out wherever
you go on the internet. Verse twelve, “Now she is
without, now she is in the streets, now she is lying in
wait at the corner.” On your phone she is there. On
Youtube, Vimeo, apps, and on seemingly innocent
sports sites, she wants to catch you and kiss you.
Innocently searching for something, she can pop up.
Are any of the princesses in the kingdom of God
learning from her? Dressing to entice? Flirting to
entice? Taking pictures of yourself to entice? To
catch and kiss? It’s whorish. Are any of you guys
pressuring them to be her? To dress in a revealing
way, to act in a sexualized way, to take pictures of
themselves and send them to you? And only if they
do, do they have your attention? One of them might
be your wife someday. If not, she might sit across
the isle from you in church with her own husband.
Will she not remember what you wrote her in that
text, or what the two of you did in the black and
dark night?
The Excuses, Verses 13–18
Now comes the impudent face (hardened face,
revealing a hardened heart), that believes the lies,
the excuses to ease the conscience, and she wants
him to believe them too. There are three lies she
tells the young man. The first is in verse fourteen.

“I have peace offerings with me; this day have I paid
my vows.” Peace offerings are offerings made in the
temple that, aside from the Passover, were most like
the Lord’s Supper. Her vows were vows of worshipful dedication to God. She’s saying, “Don’t worry
about what we are doing, I performed my religious
duties. We’re both people of God, it’s ok, we won’t
go to hell.” You ever say that to yourself? “I go to
church, we go to church, it’s not that big of a deal.
We’re the chosen people. I’ve been baptized. I have
been raised in a covenant home, the child of believers, its not a big deal.” In the words of Jeremiah 7, “I
have been saved to do all these things.”
“Therefore, I came forth to meet thee,” verse fifteen says. Therefore, “because I went through my
religious duties I came forth to meet thee. I got God
off my back, paid him off, therefore I feel free to do
this with you. I appeased my conscience by going
through my religious motions.” Don’t say it young
people. You are the people of God, a royal generation, a holy priesthood that you should show forth
the praises of him that called you out of darkness
into his light. If you are his, you have been saved not
to get away with it, but to be different.
The second way she tries to excuse the sin is by
calling what they are doing love. Verse eighteen,
“Let us take our fill of love…let us solace ourselves
with loves.” But it isn’t love. It’s lust. And the lie
is that it will fill you up; it will solace you. It will
scratch the itch, satisfy, give life and joy. It won’t. It’s
like a mosquito bite, the more you delve into this,
the more you scratch it, the more it itches, the more
you want it. It never fills up, never satisfies. The
only thing that does is the reality of those religious
motions she went through—fellowship with God in
Christ! When that isn’t there strong, the devil sees
a low hedge to jump over; lust can be made to look
like love. And more easily we can think it will be
our solace.
In verses nineteen to twenty she says one more
thing to ease her and his conscience. “We won’t
get caught.” “The goodman (her husband) is not at
home. He is gone a long journey: He hath taken a
bag of money with him, and will come home at the
day appointed.” How many of us have said that to
ourselves? Generally, you will get caught at some
point. But even if you don’t, there is always one who
is watching, isn’t there? He sees, and he knows. And
he makes sure you know he sees and knows by that
burning in your conscience and heavy hand upon
you like it was on David, and that won’t go away
until you repent, put it away and ask him for forgiveness and strength to fight it.

The Consequences, Verses 21–23
Lust has a hook in him now, doesn’t it? He is
enslaved. Like an ox doesn’t know its going to its
slaughter, he doesn’t know how much this has a hold
of him and is ruining his life and testimony before
the face of God and man. Then the arrow (mortal
wound) strikes him through, and it is too late. So
many have been caught by the devil in this sin and
are snared there and must battle it even for the rest
of their life. For some it is right now perhaps robbing
their marriages of joy, robbing their relationship to
God of joy, and their other relationships of joy.
Do you realize pornography is as addictive as
heroin and cocaine? Many studies have found that
the same chemicals your brain releases when you use
drugs are released when, especially men, but women
too, look at sexual images. And if the statistics hold,
which I pray they don’t in our midst, 70 percent of
the males and 23 percent of the females have already
been users. And if the statistics hold true, and I pray
they don’t in our midst, 30 percent of the young men
are addicted to it, and something like 13 percent of
the women. If you are, by the way, please come to
your pastor or another and seek help, there is help,
he will help, don’t fight it alone in the black and
dark night.
The Application, Verses 24–27
Verse twenty-four, “Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children!” You sense the urgency.
Solomon knows the temptation here. Hearken! And,
verse twenty-five, “Do not let your heart turn aside
to her ways, go not astray in your paths.” Flee the
temptation! Don’t put yourself in a position to be
tempted. If you do not have Covenant Eyes or some
other software on all your computers and phones
why not? If you do not have filters, why not? Flee the
temptation. Should we really let our young people
have smartphones if it puts them on her street
corner? Remove the temptation!
But I am strong. But my young person is strong.
Verse twenty-six, “For she hath cast down many
wounded, yea many strong men have been slain by
her. Her house is the way to hell.”
The Answer, Chapter 8:1–6
“Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put
forth her voice?” Solomon is personifying wisdom
as an alternative woman to the woman of sexual
temptation. Young men, young women, simple ones,
the siren song of lust is playing loudly in this culture
and into your ears. But the lovely voice of wisdom
is crying too. Don’t you hear her voice crying out
to you, “Her way is the way to hell! It is sin against
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God; it will damage your soul and the body of
Christ!”
As we go on in Proverbs 8, wisdom is Christ.
Ultimately, Christ calls out to you as wisdom. The
Christ who redeemed you, took away your sins,
even these sins that you now repent of. He says, “I
love you. Am not I more lovely to you than lust? Am
not I satisfying? Will you not find solace in me and
the gospel and promises that I carry with me?” May

that cry be louder to you than the cry of the woman
of Proverbs 7. For in following the cry of this one,
there is life.
Rev. Griess is the pastor of First Protestant
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, MI. This is the
text of a Young People’s Mass Meeting speech he
delivered in 2018.

Church News Melinda Bleyenberg

BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Lyla Cait, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ben & Caitlin
Bartelds—Byron Center, MI
Maverick Jonathon, son of Mr. & Mrs. Oliver &
Stevie Scott—Byron Center, MI
Logan Joel, son of Mr. & Mrs. Joel & Michelle
VanEgdom—Doon, IA
Joshua Garret, son of Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Joanna
VanDenTop—Doon, IA
Ezra Jude, son of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Abby
Huizinga—Edmonton, AB, Cananda
Weston Joshua, son of Mr. & Mrs. Joel & Tara
VanderKolk—Georgetown, MI
Lettie Paige, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Brandon &
Brianna Moelker—Georgetown, MI
Richard Robert, son of Mr. & Mrs. Matt & Vanessa
Span—Immanuel, Lacombe, AB, Canada
Hannah Lee, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Eric & Stacey
Solanyk—Loveland, CO
David Benjamin, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ben & Rebecca
Laning—Loveland, CO
Troy Jonathan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Becca
Regnerus—Randolph, WI
Emmaline Jane, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Aaron &
Maggie Kamps—Southwest, MI
Leah Danielle, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Kyle &
Hannah Tanis—Southwest, MI
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CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
was made by:
Madalyn Bouma—Byron Center, MI
Ashley Cnossen—Byron Center, MI
Gary Gritters—Byron Center, MI
Brandon Gunnink—Byron Center, MI
Jacob Cleveland—Byron Center, MI
Nathan Cleveland—Byron Center, MI
Madalyn Monsma—First, MI
Tom Bos—Grace, MI
Carson Meulenberg—Grace, MI
Alex Griess—Loveland, CO
Jaden Poortinga—Loveland, CO
Carter Dykstra—Trinity, MI
MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Seth VandenTop and Miss Callie Groenhof—
Grace, MI
Mr. Marco Barone and Miss Paula Kuiper—
Southwest, MI

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

Trees of the Bible (6) Sycamore
lots of spreading branches, making it a good tree for
climbing.
The Bible mentions that Jesus had gone through
Jericho when Zacchaeus climbs the sycamore tree
to see Jesus in the crowd. Jericho is near the Jordan
River in an area where sycamore trees flourish. It
would have been a type of tree that would have
been growing all along the road by Jericho.
It is amazing how God works all things for
the good of his chosen people, including providing the right kind of tree. God provided the
sycamore tree, a tree that grew abundantly and
could be easily climbed even by someone short,
for Zacchaeus to climb to see Jesus. It was not
chance that there was a sycamore tree there along
the road by Jericho for Zacchaeus, and you can be
assured that God provides the right items in your
life for your good.
The sycamore tree is a lesser known tree in the
Bible. It is mostly known as the tree that Zacchaeus
climbed to see Jesus.
The sycamore tree in the Bible is a type of fig tree
and is not the same type of tree as the sycamore trees
found in other parts of the world, which is a type
of maple tree. The sycamore grows in the lowland
areas since it is easily killed by frost (Ps. 78:47). It
is often identified in the Bible as the sycamore “that
are in the low plains” or “vale,” which is another
word for a secluded valley (1 Kings 10:27, 1 Chron.
27:28). This tree would grow in abundance in the
low plains, making it a cheap and easily found wood.
While the sycamore is a type of fig tree and produces fruit, the fruit is small and nearly tasteless and
not very good for eating. To gather and eat the fruit
of the sycamore trees was a sign of desperation and
poverty when the better fruit from other types of fig
trees was not available.
The sycamore could grow to be 50 feet tall with
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Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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