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It used to be just four letters: LGBT. Now there are 
seven. 

And a symbol. 
The latest rendering of the ever-growing acronym 

of the sexual revolution is LGBTQIA+. You are 
probably familiar with the first part of the acronym, 
but maybe not the last part. In full, it stands for: 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, 
and asexual. The plus symbol was tacked on the end 
to make sure that no one feels left out. So, you want 
to identify as a cat? No problem, you can be a cat.

For the remainder of this editorial, I will use the 
initialism LGBT because I refuse to write LGBTQIA+ 
over and over again. Interestingly, the addition of 
the plus symbol clues us in to the fact that the pro-
moters of the agenda will not need to add any more 
letters to the acronym. It seems they have followed 
their agenda to its logical end: you can identify as 
whoever or whatever you want. After all, we are just 
animals following the instincts we were born with. 
So, whether or not we see more letters added in the 
future, be assured that they are being added under 
the guise of the all-inclusive plus symbol.

As I write, I am just finishing up my time at 
Grand Valley State University, a local liberal uni-
versity. Looking back on my time there and on the 
time that has elapsed since I graduated high school 
(2007), the LGBT agenda has advanced rapidly. I am 
astounded by how quickly things have changed. In 
the relatively short amount of time that I have been 
paying attention to such things (not long enough), 
the LGBT movement has gone from “barely talked 
about” to “if you don’t support us, we will bring you 
down!”

The movement is fueled by rebellion against the 

word of God, and God is truly giving them over 
to their own sins (Rom. 1:24–27). As horrifying 
as this is that our society has progressed that far 
in sin, some of the arguments that come from the 
LGBT agenda are almost laughable, for lack of a 
better word. In my recent education capstone class, 
a group of students was giving a presentation titled, 
“Fighting gender stereotypes in the classroom.” (I’ll 
never get that hour of time back). The root of the 
issue, stated one of the students, was that parents 
aren’t doing enough to allow little Jonny to express 
himself. Her proof? Gender reveal parties, the great 
ill currently plaguing society. Parents who reveal the 
gender of their unborn child are at fault. That poor 
baby wasn’t allowed to choose its own gender! To 
this proposition, the rest of the students in the room 
(excluding myself) enthusiastically nodded in agree-
ment. I used the word “laughable” to describe my 
experience above because I was so taken aback that 
truly I did not know how to react. 

Ironically, the same student body that nobly came 
to the defense of the unborn child’s right to choose 
a gender would for the most part have no problem 
taking away the right of that child to choose whether 
or not it is aborted by the parents.

Gender reveal parties aside, observing recent news 
headlines about cake decorators, Hobby Lobby, 
and a new conservative Supreme Court justice, you 
might be holding out hope that the LGBT agenda 
might be held back.

I used to think that.
Then I went through my liberal university edu-

cation and experienced firsthand what the upcom-
ing generation thinks. Just about everyone, from 
Christian to atheist, fully supports the LGBT 

Editorial Ryan Kregel

AN EVER-GROWING 
ACRONYM
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agenda. Not only that, but any discussion of the fact 
that the agenda still meets any pushback is met with 
snarls of contempt.

Much of my time at this school was spent with 
the university’s college of education. This college is 
pumping out a new generation of teachers who are 
encouraged to enter the education system as “social 
justice warriors” and “activist teachers” who pro-
mote the LGBT agenda. These are not names that 
I have created based on my understanding of the 
LGBT agenda. These are words I heard spoken by 
my professors.

Maybe your response to all of this is, “whatever, 
it doesn’t impact my life anyway.” 

Are you in high school and contemplating enter-
ing college? Then you should be paying attention.

“Well, I’ll just go to a Christian college.” Sorry, the 
LGBT agenda is taking root there as well. Consider 
Calvin College. The issue of evolution versus cre-
ation was transformed from a heated debate into 
something that is not even a relevant question any-
more. The same thing is happening with the LGBT 
agenda. Common grace has worked like a cancer in 
that college and in the Christian Reformed Church 
(CRC) in general. If it isn’t already, it won’t be long 
until Calvin is a welcome place for the LGBT agenda. 
Within the CRC the sentiment exists that most of 
the young people are fully on board with the agenda 
anyway. In addition, there exists a group called All 
One Body (A1B). It is the stated goal of this group 
to transform the CRC into a denomination that 
fully supports the LGBT agenda. At a recent event 
sponsored by A1B, one of the speakers addressed 
the audience with the following advice. 

Do not use Scripture to convince your fellow 
CRC members of the beauty of full inclusion. 

Instead, rely on personal stories. “Everyone 
has a story,” she said. “We can argue back and 
forth all day about Scripture, but we’re never 
going to win that way. Nobody can argue with 
your story.”1 

Clearly scripture has been abandoned in any 
argument. The agenda is fueled by raw emotion. 
And how dare anyone interfere with how someone 
else feels. Faithful are the wounds of a friend (Prov. 
27:6)? “No way!” says the unbeliever. “True friends 
wouldn’t impose on my feelings.” Ironically, the 
same person who agrees with this line of thinking 
would have no problem imposing on their friends 
with the LGBT agenda.

The agenda has no doubt taken over society. How 
long will our Christian schools be able to operate 
free from government influence regarding the LGBT 
agenda? The fact that this agenda has advanced so 
rapidly makes it hard to predict what will happen 
next.

To you, young person, growing and maturing in a 
world given over to the vile affections pushed by the 
LGBT agenda (Rom. 1:26), “Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 
Pet. 5:8). Are you fearful of growing and maturing 
in this world? Cast all your cares upon him, for he 
careth for you (v. 7). You are not alone. Resist the 
devil, “knowing that the same afflictions are accom-
plished in your brethren that are in the world” (v. 9).

1  Taken from a blog post by Dan Winiarski, “Turning 

the CRC Into an Lgbtq+ Ally.” This post was his first-

hand account of the A1B event held on November 8, 2018. 

Contrary to the sound of the title, Dan is unsupportive of 

the LGBT agenda.

Ask Schuyler

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE OFFICES

I have a question for Schuyler—What is the relation-
ship between the office of all believer and the special 
offices in the church?

 If Schuyler gets a pseudonym, I’d like one, too. 
You can undersign it “Publius.”

Thank you!

Answer

An office is a position of authority in which a person 
has the right to function in a certain way. For exam-
ple, a police officer has the right to enforce the law. 
Without the office, a person does not have the right 
to perform that work even if they think they have 
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the gifts.
In the church there are four offices. There are 

three special offices: pastor (minister), elder, and 
deacon; and there is the office of believer. All believ-
ing members of the church, young and old, and 
male and female, occupy the office of believer. Some 
male members of the church occupy a second office: 
a pastor/elder/deacon has the office of believer and 
the special office. Of those four offices, the office 
of believer is fundamental. Without the office of 
believer a man cannot function as a pastor/elder/
deacon: he might preach/rule/distribute alms, but he 
perishes in unbelief. 

The office of believer is the gift of Christ. When 
God saves us, we receive the office of believer, which 
is a participation in Christ’s threefold office of 
prophet, priest, and king. This is the clear teaching 
of Heidelberg Catechism, LD 12, where the name 
“Christian” is explained: “I am a member of Christ 
by faith, and thus am partaker of His anointing” (A 
32). Christ is anointed (Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38), 
and we are anointed also. Christ is anointed with 
the oil of gladness (the Holy Spirit) above his fel-
lows, and we (who are his fellows) are anointed too 
(Heb. 1:9). Aaron, a type of Christ, was anointed, 
and we (who are the skirts of Aaron’s garments) 
are anointed too (Ps. 133:1–3). The apostle John 
expresses it in these words: “But ye have an unc-
tion (anointing) from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things” (1 John 2:20), which he repeats in verse 27: 
“But the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth in you, and ye have no need that any man 
teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of 
all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” 

The office of believer is peculiar to the New 
Testament, for the Old Testament saints did not have 
the office of believer (they believed, but they did not 
have the freedom of the office). The reason for this is 
their lack of the Holy Spirit. Old Testament believers 
were regenerate; they did believe; they were justi-
fied; and they were sanctified. Therefore, there was 
some operation of the Spirit in them. Nevertheless, 
the Holy Spirit worked in believers to a much lesser 
degree in the Old Testament. In fact, the Holy Spirit 
worked through the three special offices of prophet, 
priest, and king: only prophets, priests, and kings 
were anointed; the ordinary, pious, God-fearing, 
believing Israelite was not anointed. That changed in 
the New Testament, and that change was promised 
in the Old Testament. When we read of the increased 
activity of the Spirit in the New Testament age, we 
read of the future anointing of all saints into the 

office of believer: we read of our office of believer: 
“I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my bless-
ing upon thine offspring” (Isa. 44:3); “And I will 
put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and 
do them” (Ezek. 36:27); “I will pour out my spirit 
upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy” (Joel 2:28). 

In the New Testament, therefore, these promises 
are fulfilled at and after Pentecost: the whole church 
is anointed; every child of God receives the office of 
believer; the church (which before was under tutors 
and governors) reaches maturity (see Galatians 4:1–
7). In the New Testament, the barriers that separated 
the anointed office-bearers (prophets, priests, and 
kings) from the ordinary believers are torn down. 
We find it hard to understand how amazing that 
was: to know and receive God’s word, we no longer 
need a prophet; to approach God in worship, we no 
longer need a priest; and to fight God’s enemies, we 
no longer need a king. We have the chief Prophet, 
the only High Priest, and the eternal King Jesus 
(see Heidelberg Catechism, A 31), and we are little 
prophets (and prophetesses), little priests (and priest-
esses), and little kings (and queens) in him. 

Therefore, believing young person, you are a 
prophet (or prophetess) with the right and the ability 
to read, understand, and confess the Word of God; 
you are a priest (or priestess) with the right and the 
ability to pray to God, to worship him, and to offer 
your life as a living sacrifice of thanksgiving to him; 
and you are a king (or queen) with the right and 
ability to fight against sin and Satan. This is true not 
only of your pastor, elders, and deacons, and of your 
parents, or of your older, confessing siblings: this is 
true of you! Do not abdicate your office to become 
the slavish, blind follower of any teacher (whether 
your pastor or anyone else); do not abdicate your 
office to follow someone who promises you access to 
God or who promises to worship for you (instead of 
you), so that you do not participate in worship; and 
do not abdicate your office to yield to your sinful 
urges and passions. 

John writes about the Christian’s anointing (by 
which we have the office of believer) that “ye need 
not that any man teach you” (1 John 2:27). Is John 
denying the work of pastors? Is he saying, “Because 
you have the anointing and the office of prophet, you 
do not need to listen to sermons, or to learn your 
catechism, or to participate in family devotions?” 
That cannot be the meaning because John himself is 
teaching in his first epistle. Instead, John means that 
by virtue of the Spirit you can discern the truth and 
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judge the teaching of every teacher. 
Why, then, does God give special office-bearers? 

Why does God require that we listen to our pastors, 
and submit to our elders and deacons? The special 
offices serve the ordinary office of believer in vari-
ous ways. Christ graciously gives special offices for 
the strengthening, development, and preservation of 
the ordinary believer in his or her office. It would be 
foolish to despise the special offices, therefore. In 1 
Thessalonians 5:12 and 13 we are called to “know” 
and highly to “esteem” the elders; in 1 Timothy 
5:17 we count them “worthy of double honor;” and 
in Hebrews 13:17 we “obey” and “submit” to the 
rulers of the church, for they “watch for your souls.” 
Paul even says in 1 Timothy 4:16 that by the pastor’s 
preaching he saves “them that hear” him. 

The clearest passage about the relationship 
between the pastor and the members is Ephesians 4, 
where the apostle explains that Christ ascended to 
give office bearers, especially “pastors and teachers” 
to his church (v. 11). Gifts of the ascended Christ 
are not to be despised. Paul then outlines the pur-
poses for the gift of pastors and teachers: “for the 
perfecting of the saints…for the work of the min-
istry” (or for the work of service); “for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ” (v. 12). The result of the 
work of such office-bearers under the blessing of the 
Spirit is, first, unity in the faith; second, knowledge 
of Christ; third, protection from heretics and false 
teachers; fourth, the speaking of the truth in love by 
the members; and, fifth, growth of the members into 
Christ (see Ephesians 4:13–15). 

Therefore, the office of believer and the special 
offices are not contrary to one another: the believer 
must not oppose or seek to undermine the special 
office bearers, which is the sin of rebellion and 
schism. The special office-bearer must not seek to 
usurp the believer’s office, which is the sin of lord-
ing it over the saints or authoritarianism (see 1 Peter 
5:3). In a healthy church, the relationship between 
the elders, deacons, and pastor, and the members 
is one of mutual edification, “love” and “peace” (1 
Thess. 5:13).

Remember, however, that the office bearers are 
weak, sinful men. Their faults, weaknesses, and 
sins should not be the reason for finding fault with 
them. Where members are always finding fault with 
the office-bearers’ work, they do not show love for 
them. Parents who do this in front of their children 
undermine the office-bearers’ authority and even 
contribute to their children becoming alienated from 
the church. Parents’ criticism of the pastor’s preach-
ing will make the children despise their catechism 

teacher and minister: why should we listen to and 
obey the preaching when our parents are always 
tearing him down? Why should we honor the elders 
when they come for family visitation when our par-
ents are always complaining about them? Do you 
pray for your elders, deacons, and pastor as fervently 
and as often as you criticize them? 

It is true, of course, that there is a place for the 
members to judge the work of the office-bearers. As I 
wrote earlier, our possession of the office of believer 
does not permit us to follow any man blindly. We 
have the right and the responsibility carefully to 
evaluate the preaching in light of the truth of God’s 
Word: as prophets we can and must do that. In 
this connection, the men of Berea are our example: 
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so” (Acts 17:11). These godly men 
“received the word,” but they did not listen uncriti-
cally, for they tested everything by the Scriptures, 
which must be our practice also.

 Nevertheless, we must do this charitably, not 
seeking heresy in every sermon, not coming to the 
preaching with the express purpose of finding fault, 
not tearing the preacher to pieces because he does 
not emphasize the point that we think he should, and 
not faulting the sermon’s applications, illustrations, 
and delivery. We do not come to judge the preaching: 
the preaching judges us. Only if the sermon is clearly 
contrary to the teaching of Scripture do we raise an 
objection, preferably by consulting the pastor. Only 
if the elders make a decision that is clearly contrary 
to Scripture do we protest to the consistory. In all 
other cases, we “patiently bear with their weak-
nesses and infirmities, since it pleases God to govern 
us by their hand” (Heidelberg Catechism, A 104). 

Schuyler 
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Book Review Jake Dykstra

Nearly 400 years separates us from the monumen-
tal event of the Synod of Dordt. It was there that 
our Reformed fathers took an unwavering stance 
on the scriptural principles that we know today 
as total depravity, unconditional election, limited 
atonement, irresistible grace, and preservation of 
the saints. Many members in the church of that day 
had been led astray by the heretical teachings of 
Jacob Arminius, whose doctrine was contradictory 
to every point established by the Synod. Lest these 
facts become lost in the chasm of history, the child 
of God does well to note that these same Arminian 
heresies threaten us today. Do you know what they 
are? Are you prepared to face them in the college 
classroom? What about when dealing with the 
family member from a different denomination? Rev. 
Martyn McGeown’s book, Grace and Assurance: 
The Message of the Canons of Dordt serves as a 
simple guide to the document our fathers left us by 
God’s grace. 

Again and again, throughout the history of the 
church, heresy has worked its way into the hearts of 
laity and theologian alike by means of confusing and 
ambiguous language, a point that Rev. McGeown 
brings out several times in his book. He uses many 
quotations used by the Arminians at the Synod of 
Dordt to prove their convoluted, contradictory, and 
confusing language. For example, the Arminian defi-
nition of election is exposed as “a general, indefinite 
decree of all men; and a particular, definite decree 
of some, which could be incomplete, revocable, non-
decisive or conditional, or which could be complete, 
irrevocable, decisive or absolute.” How’s that for a 
brain scrambler? Rev. McGeown aptly reminds us 
that “the truth is much simpler than Arminianism.” 
Each heresy is reviewed as set forth by the rejections 
of error in the Canons, and then proven false by the 
truth brought out in each article. His orderly and 
straightforward explanation of the Canons serves as 
a guide through the quagmire of Arminian heresy. 

It is evident that considerable effort was put into 
this book to make it user-friendly, especially for 
young people. While Grace and Assurance does 
delve deeply into doctrines like election, reprobation, 

and justification, it is done in a way that is digestible 
for anyone. Even long or obscure words are defined 
carefully so that the reader is not lost. Pointed ques-
tions are asked during and especially at the end of 
each chapter to give food for thought. As a young 
person myself, I found these questions to be very 
useful in ensuring that I understood the message of 
the Canons. Furthermore, many proof texts from 
Scripture and other Reformed creeds are used to 
encourage personal study. 

The book’s title is its theme. The message of 
God’s grace and assurance cannot be missed. We 
are brought to ask ourselves “Who are we that 
God should choose us in distinction from others?” 
What a cause for thanksgiving, that we may know 
that he has elected us, and that “even a child can 
understand” this great truth. Tremendous comfort 
is provided for those who lose a child in infancy, 
for those who doubt, for those who struggle with 
a particular sin. For all of God’s people, young and 
old, we need to hear that God has elected us, that he 
loves us, that he has saved us, and that he absolutely 
will bring us to dwell in heaven with him. 

Perhaps you are new to the Reformed faith. 
Perhaps you have forgotten how comforting the 
proper understanding of God’s grace and assurance 
can be. The Canons of Dordt, when properly under-
stood, leaves the believer with no doubt regarding 
his eternal and unchangeable election. Maybe you 
are familiar with the Reformed faith but have no 
idea what the Canons of Dordt contain. In any case, 
this book will be useful to you. It is not difficult to 
read, whether you go from cover to cover or use it 
as a reference. By the grace of God, you will not be 
able to overlook the message contained in it: grace 
and assurance. 

Jake is a member of Byron Center Protestant 
Reformed Church. He is a junior at Grand Valley 
State University pursuing a degree in Business 
Management.

BOOK REVIEW—“GRACE AND ASSURANCE: THE 
MESSAGE OF THE CANONS OF DORDT”
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Christian Living Kendra Kamps

UNA EXTRAÑA EN UNA TIERRA EXTRANJERA  
(A STRANGER IN A FOREIGN LAND)

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

Proverbs 3:5–6
Imagine opening your eyes to begin a brand new 
day. It takes a minute for your eyes to adjust to the 
bright sunlight pouring through the window, but 
once they adjust you quickly scan your surround-
ings. Panic runs through your body when you real-
ize the unfamiliarity of the room that you are in and 
the bed in which you just slept. You lay there almost 
paralyzed until the reality of the situation hits you. 
You have moved your life to a different country. 
This room may be unfamiliar and uncomfortable 
right now, but you have to make it your own for 
the next four months. Once this sinks in for a few 
minutes, you slowly get out of bed and make your 
way to the bathroom. You have to catch yourself 
as you put toothpaste on your toothbrush and 
remember to use the bottled water and not the tap 
or else you’ll be sick. Next you have the decision of 
which clothing you’ll choose for the day. Will it be 
hot? Will it be cold? You’re unsure. You have yet to 
learn about the typical temperatures of this new city. 
Once you’re done getting ready for the day you grab 
your backpack and open the door to walk down to 
the kitchen. You’re walking downstairs to a brand 
new family who doesn’t even speak your language. 
Then it hits you—the entire city doesn’t speak your 
language. How are you supposed to last four months 
here? You have no choice. You swallow the panic 
and anxiety and walk down the stairs to the new 
faces. Papá is waiting there for you. He says good 
morning and asks how you slept (you think). You 
answer with a hodge podge of phrases and incor-
rect conjugations, hoping it was understandable to 
him. He smiles and you follow him to his car outside 
of the house. The next fifteen minutes are spent in 
silence. You’re too afraid to speak so instead you 
watch the new surroundings fly past you. Colorful 
houses, darker-skinned people running to catch the 
buses to work, children dressed in uniforms waiting 
to go to colegio (school), vendors putting out their 
fresh empanadas to sell. You’re in a trance as you 

soak in the city. The trance is quickly broken when 
a voice fills the car. You turn towards papá who 
repeats what he said to you, and you smile because 
you have no idea what he just said. He looks back at 
you almost sympathetically and continues driving. 
You turn your head back towards the window just 
in time so he can’t see the tears welling up in your 
eyes. How are you supposed to do this for a whole 
semester? You crave your life you had some 48 hours 
ago. A life of comfort, family, and familiarity. You 
have never felt more alone.

I could continue this story for many more pages. 
Except this isn’t a fictional story. This was my life 
last year when I studied abroad in Arequipa, Peru. 
Did you feel anxious as you read this? Maybe even 
nervous? I know I did. It’s pretty difficult to relive 
that first day. The first day and even the first month 
made me really question God’s calling for me. Maybe 
Spanish wasn’t meant for me. Maybe teaching is not 
my future vocation. I was doubting God. I wasn’t 
trusting in him. 

Living abroad changed me in so many ways. 
It changed me as a person, it gave me many more 
friends and a second family, it gave me more fluency 
in a language I have fallen in love with. But what 
changed most was my outlook on life. It changed the 
way I view situations and circumstances. I struggled 
to think of ways to make this relevant to all of you 
readers. I can’t put you in my situation in Peru. I 
can’t send you all on a semester abroad. But I think 
I have found a universal theme that we all can relate 
to in our lives. 

I don’t know about you, but I love to feel in con-
trol of my life. My future career as a teacher is all 
about having proper control and maintenance of 
the classroom and the learning of the students. In 
Peru, I felt totally out of control. I didn’t know the 
city, I didn’t know how to speak and understand the 
language very well, and I didn’t even know the plan 
for the day when I woke up. Obviously a routine was 
made and I became accustomed to life in Arequipa, 
but it was very unsettling for at least the first month. 
I had to learn how to be calm, flexible, and that I 
needed to trust in God to lead me through each day. 
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I could wake up in the morning and feel so over-
whelmed with the thought of getting out of bed and 
leaving for the day, unsure of what the day would 
hold, or I could take a deep breath and remember 
that I am not alone. Even though I left my family, 
friends, school, and life in Michigan, I did not leave 
God and my faith there too. He held my hand every 
step of the way and gave me the assurance that this 
is my calling and his plan for my life.

I don’t doubt that you have felt the same way. 
Overwhelmed, filled with panic and anxiety, unsure 
how you’re going to get through the day. Getting 
up in the morning feels like such a daunting task, 
and you prefer to stay in the warm bed where you 
feel safe and secure. We like to feel safe. We like 
security and comfort. We like to feel in control. But 
this is exactly how God does not want us to feel. 
He doesn’t want us to feel safe and secure in our 
own selves. He doesn’t like us to feel like we have 
control. He wants us to realize we are only safe 
when we are walking hand in hand with him. He 

has absolute control of your life and of mine, and 
each situation in our lives is used by him for our 
good and our growth. He used every awkward and 
painful Spanish conversation to help me grow in the 
language. He used every moment of fear to push me 
to trust in him completely. He used the four months 
abroad to show me that I am not in control. He 
made me absolutely sure of my calling as a Spanish 
teacher, and he made Arequipa a second home that I 
love and miss every day. 

I encourage you to view your life as though you’re 
living in a foreign land. That’s what we are: pilgrims 
and strangers on this earth. Don’t let the world and 
your life make you feel safe and secure. Let the safe 
and loving arms of our God encompass you each 
day. Trust in his control.

Kendra is a junior at Calvin College, studying 
Secondary Spanish Education. She studied in 
Arequipa, Peru in the fall of 2017, and is a member 
of Georgetown Protestant Reformed Church.

Christian Living Kelsey Kuiper

CHINA AND THE GOSPEL

This summer, I went to China to do evangelism on 
a university campus with a group of college students 
from the Great Lakes region. For six weeks, I was 
immersed into a culture entirely different from 
anything I had ever experienced. The smells, food, 
cleanliness standards, language, and tremendous 
number of people reminded me daily that I was no 
longer living in the comfort of West Michigan. These 
things made the time spent a memorable experience. 
However, it was the people, the conversations, and 
the religious life I saw that clearly engrained those 
six weeks into my mind in a way I pray I never forget. 

To say living in China is a different experience 
from living in America would be an understatement. 
The first days of my journal record some of the sur-
prising things, and I could go on for a while about 
the many differences. Sure, there may have been 
hair on the plate, it may have taken me three weeks 
to walk on the carpet with bare feet, and I will spare 
the details on the state of the toilets. In my opinion, 
the tofu I ate was awful, but the black fungus was 
just fine. I also got used to being in physical contact 

with strangers everywhere I went because personal 
space does not exist in China. It was a relief, though, 
to land in an airport and find soap in a public bath-
room for the first time in weeks.

If that was all I told, it would not touch on what 
this experience meant to me as a member of the 
family of God and the body of Christ. God showed 
me glimpses of the story of his redemptive work in 
China. In that story, I saw the fruit of the work of 
missions and of God bringing the Chinese to know 
and understand the truth and embrace Christianity, 
not as a western religion, but truly as a part of 
themselves. I met believers living in China who told 
their stories of coming to faith and explained the 
work they were now doing to spread the gospel. I 
attended a worship service in Mandarin Chinese 
and watched brothers and sisters praise my God. 
I could not understand, but God could. I saw a 
beautiful church network through the country, spe-
cifically when someone helped connect my friend, 
a returning Chinese international student who was 
a new believer, to a faithful underground church in 
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another city. 
Through the beauty of this, I also saw brokenness 

and hardship. I saw the cost of the gospel going out 
to the nations. I saw Chinese believers count the cost 
and take up their crosses to follow Jesus. The believ-
ers I met also told of the rejection they receive from 
their families and the security measures they take for 
safety. The house church I attended was shut down 
by the government two months after I attended; now 
the hundreds of members who attended the vari-
ous services on Sunday are harassed by the police 
and told they must recant their faith. The beauti-
fully connected church stays connected for strength 
and encouragement as they are again being forced 
“underground” by tightening restrictions. My heart 
breaks for my friend, only a baby in the faith, as he 
tries to grow spiritually in a desert land. 

It took only one week of being in China to learn 
these things and change my perspective on China 
and the world; over the next four, I experienced 
more personally the effects of a world with no 
gospel. We spent four weeks in a city in western 
China, where many Tibetan and Muslim students 
attend university. Even as I write, my stomach turns 
at the memories of the Tibetan Buddhist monastery 
compound we visited. They were places so full of 
spiritual darkness that it affected us physically. The 
chanting got louder, the smell of incense and altars 
got stronger, and the idols got bigger. We wept as 
we watched thousands of men, women, and children 
give themselves over to a lifetime of meaningless-
ness, a lifetime of trying to earn merit they could 
never earn. Nearly none of these people had ever 
heard the gospel or more than that Christianity is 
only a western religion.

As we spent time with Hui Muslims, Buddhist 

Tibetans, and atheistic Han Chinese, our hearts 
grew in love for them and simultaneously broke 
because of the emptiness for which they live. Our 
love motivated us to say with Paul, “Brethren, my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that 
they might be saved” (Rom. 10:1). Our love and 
desire motivated us to put all our effort into taking 
conversations deeper and turning the discussion 
towards God and his gospel. God blessed us with 
their friendships, indications of curiosity about the 
Bible, and the knowledge that we were faithful wit-
nesses in the place God put us this summer. Many of 
our new friends will leave college having heard the 
name of Jesus. For the part we played, God says it 
is enough. We can plant the seeds, but God will give 
the increase where he will. 

In a few short weeks, God showed me things 
about his story that I never could have learned here 
in the United States. I saw the beauty of the gospel 
spreading through China. I saw that beauty mixed 
with pain as the devil and the wicked world oppose 
God with everything they have and are. Clearly, God 
is redeeming his people in China, and he allowed me 
to glimpse what that looks like. God gave me the 
opportunity to be a faithful and obedient witness 
amidst a wicked world by sending me to China for a 
time. I was not to be their savior, but his instrument. 
I was constantly reminded of this verse from Psalm 
46:10: “Be still and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations. I will be exalted in the 
earth.”

Kelsey is a member of Zion Protestant Reformed 
Church. She is currently a senior at Davenport 
University studying computer science.

THE DAILY PRESS
“press toward the mark…” 
(Philippians 3:14)

Devotional Abby Van Solkema

Read Jeremiah 27February 8  
In this chapter, we read that the kings of the 
surrounding nations sent ambassadors to meet 
with King Zedekiah to form an alliance against 

Nebuchadnezzar. But God sent Jeremiah to them 
with a sobering message to squash out the false 
confidence that this potential alliance brought. No 
army could save Judah from the judgment that 
God had already determined for them by means 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s army. Jeremiah, wearing an 
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actual yoke around his neck to emphasize his point, 
commands them to submit to the rule of Babylon 
because it was God’s will.

It is interesting to note that Nebuchadnezzar, the 
most powerful king at this time, is referred to by 
God in verse 6 as “my servant.” Jeremiah’s message 
serves as an important reminder to us that God 
requires submission to those that he has placed in 
positions of authority. “Let every soul be subject 
unto the higher powers. For there is no power but 
of God: the powers that be are ordained of God” 
(Rom. 13:1). In what ways are you tempted to rebel 
against those that God has placed in authority over 
you? Sing or pray Psalter #308.

Read Jeremiah 28February 9

In contrast to the message that Jeremiah brought 
from God in the previous chapter, here we read about 
the false prophet Hananiah speaking a contradictory 
message that was undoubtedly much more popular 
with the people of Judah. Even Jeremiah agrees in 
verse 6 that it would be much more pleasant for the 
nation if Hananiah’s false prophecy were fulfilled. 
But he also points out that Hananiah was not speak-
ing the truth. This was confirmed when the false 
prophecy did not come true, but the prophecy that 
God gave through Jeremiah predicting Hananiah’s 
death was fulfilled within the same year.

False doctrine will always be more popular than 
the truth because it usually tells people exactly what 
they want to hear. That is why it is so important to 
judge everything that we read or hear on the basis 
of scripture, not based on if it sounds good or every-
one around us agrees with it. To do this, we must 
know the scriptures and cultivate godly wisdom. We 
should strive to be “those who by reason of use have 
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” 
(Heb. 5:14). And beware of those who “by good 
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple” (Rom. 16:18). Sing or pray Psalter #253.

Read Jeremiah 29February 10

In verses 4–7 of this chapter, Jeremiah relays a 
message from God to the captives in Babylon. He 
encourages them to act out of the assurance of God’s 
promises by settling down to live a normal life in 
Babylon instead of living like refugees. They were 
not to isolate themselves, but rather to make them-
selves at home by building houses, planting gardens, 
getting married, and starting families. And they 
were instructed to seek the peace of the community 

that they were dwelling in as well.
Just like the exiles in Babylon, we are also refu-

gees in this wicked world that is only our temporary 
home. And the calling to establish roots in whatever 
community God has planted us in applies to us too. 
Rather than isolate ourselves, we are instructed to 
spread the message of peace (that can only be found 
in Jesus Christ) to our community. Pray for your 
neighbors and your local government. And ask God 
to make your faithful, daily life in the middle of this 
dark world a light to all that see it. “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:16). Sing or pray Psalter #348.

Read Jeremiah 30February 11

Ever since the fall, all of mankind has been infected 
with total depravity. Verses 12 and 15 of this chapter 
use the word “incurable” to describe the condition 
of the people of Judah. They are spiritually on their 
deathbed. And this is our situation as well. We are 
in as hopeless of a position as those who were facing 
captivity in Babylon. It is important for us to recog-
nize both the seriousness of our spiritual illness and 
also our need for a physician. Our pride can often 
blind us to our true condition, but the word of God 
exposes it just as the prophets exposed the sin of the 
people of Judah.

But Jeremiah brings a message of hope from 
Jehovah to the saints at this time and to us today 
as well. “For I will restore health unto thee, and 
I will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord” (v. 
17). Jesus is the great Physician, the only one who 
can heal us from our incurable wounds. “He that 
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso con-
fesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Prov. 
28:13). Sing or pray Psalter #84.

Read Jeremiah 31February 12

Jeremiah 31:31–34 is the only passage in the Old 
Testament that speaks specifically of a new cov-
enant, although the idea is found throughout the 
Bible. Why was a new covenant needed? Did the 
old covenant fail? The problem was not with the 
original covenant, but instead with the wicked and 
rebellious people of God. The first 28 chapters of 
Jeremiah go into detail about exactly how Judah had 
broken the covenant by serving other gods. And we 
also break the covenant every time we sin against 
God.

The new covenant does not abolish the old, but it 
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is actually a renewal of the original covenant. The 
new covenant is not just with Israel and Judah any-
more, but with all the spiritual seed of Abraham. 
Jesus IS the new covenant, and therefore he keeps it 
on our behalf since we are no more able to keep the 
covenant than the Old Testament saints were. And 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
we are able to have a small beginning of obedience 
to God’s law. The promises of the new covenant 
include reconciliation, regeneration, satisfaction for 
sin, and everlasting life in heaven. What a wonder-
ful hope for God’s people throughout all ages! Sing 
or pray Psalter #275.

Read Jeremiah 32February 13  
God presents Jeremiah with a test of his faith by 
commanding him to buy a field from his cousin. 
This was a terrible time to purchase property 
because, first of all, Jeremiah was in prison and 
not even able to take possession of it. And second, 
the Babylonians were just about to invade and take 
over the land. Nevertheless, Jeremiah follows God’s 
command and buys the field because he has faith 
that someday God is going to bring his people back 
from exile. The purchase showed that he believed in 
God’s promises even though there was no evidence 
that they would be fulfilled anytime soon.

Do you have the same faith? Do you live your 
life in a way that shows you believe in God’s prom-
ises even if it seems crazy to the world around you? 
Jeremiah’s prayer following this test of his faith 
reminds us that the God who created all things and 
redeemed his people will most certainly fulfill his 
promises. “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all 
flesh: is there any thing too hard for me” (v. 27)? 
Sing or pray Psalter #20.

Read Jeremiah 33February 14  
God had shown Jeremiah a vision of the grim future 
that was in store for Jerusalem and its inhabitants. 
But this time of darkness and despair would not last 
forever. Chapter 33 serves as a reminder of the assur-
ance that we have in God’s promise of deliverance. 
His children can always have hope in the glorious 
future that he has prepared for them. God promises 
to cleanse them from their sin and guilt. He speaks 
of taking away their sorrow and bringing joy and 
gladness back to the city. 

How is this possible? It is only because of the 
“Branch of righteousness” that is spoken of in verse 
15. Jesus Christ is the ultimate realization of all of 

God’s promises. “For all the promises of God in him 
are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by 
us” (2 Cor. 1:20). The covenant promises of God 
to his people are even surer than the basic laws of 
nature that we all take for granted. We can rely on 
God’s promises just as we rely on the sun to rise and 
set each day. Sing or pray Psalter #56.

Read Jeremiah 34February 15  
Under Old Testament law, Hebrew slaves were sup-
posed to be freed every seventh year. This may have 
been because the slavery of fellow Hebrews was usu-
ally a result of debts owed and different from life-
long slavery involving the actual purchase of another 
individual. However, at this time the command had 
been disregarded on account of the greed and self-
ishness of the people of Judah. When confronted by 
the king, the slave owners had initially freed their 
slaves, but later recanted and forced those people 
back into servitude.

How hypocritical that the same people who were 
complaining about Babylon’s oppression were all 
the while oppressing their own servants without 
thought! Jeremiah denounces the slave owners for 
going back on their oath before God and reminds 
them of how Jehovah had rescued their forefathers 
from slavery in Egypt. The compassion of God to 
the nation of Judah should have stirred in them com-
passion for others. Do you show the compassion of 
God to those around you? Or are you too engrossed 
in your own life to care about others? “This is my 
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you” (John 15:12). Sing or pray Psalter #369.

Read Jeremiah 35February 16  
The Rechabites were a sect of Israelites who lived 
a simple, nomadic lifestyle that was committed to 
God. They avoided the corruption of city life and 
the idolatry that usually accompanied it. They also 
abstained from drinking wine as a form of self-
denial. God commends the Rechabites for their 
obedience to the rules that their ancestor Jonadab 
had set forth long ago. Jonadab had given these 
instructions to his descendants out of concern for 
their souls. He wanted them to avoid as much as 
possible the corruption that he saw entering Israel 
already in his time.

Jeremiah used these people as a parable to show 
the nation of Judah how they had not obeyed God. 
The life of the Rechabites was intended to shame 
them. This sect was still obeying the wishes of a man 
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who had died long ago, and yet the people of Judah 
were disobedient to the living God by ignoring his 
prophets and promises. Are you willing to live like 
a Rechabite? (Living in isolation in the wilderness 
is not a necessary requirement.) Are you willing to 
sacrifice certain earthly pleasures to be faithful to 
God’s commands? Sing or pray Psalter #8.

Read Jeremiah 36February 17  
We gain an interesting insight into the creation of the 
Bible in Jeremiah 36 when we read about how God 
spoke to Jeremiah, and then Jeremiah relayed the 
words of God to Baruch the scribe, who recorded 
them. The book of Jeremiah contains the revelation 
of God to his people, intended to turn them from 
their sin and to inspire repentance and restoration. 
But God’s word has always been a two-edged sword. 
When the words of Jeremiah’s prophesies are read 
at the palace, King Jehoiakim destroys the scroll in 
anger. This is a much different reaction than that of 
King Josiah back in 2 Kings 22:11.

Providentially and miraculously God preserved 
his word, just as he has throughout all ages. He hid 
Jeremiah and Baruch for a time so that they were 
able to re-write the scroll. Though we may not have 
the power to destroy God’s word, when we refuse to 
read it or ignore its implications for our life we are 
no better than Jehoiakim when he threw the scroll 
into the fire. “Quicken me after thy lovingkindness; 
so shall I keep the testimony of thy mouth. For 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Ps. 
119:88–89). Sing or pray Psalter #335.

Read Jeremiah 37February 18  
In desperation, the king of Judah sends messengers 
to Jeremiah and asks him to “pray now unto the 
Lord our God for us” (v. 3). On the surface, this 
may seem like a good decision on Zedekiah’s part, 
but it only serves further to incriminate him. When 
Jeremiah once again brings a prophecy that it was 
futile to resist the Babylonians because God had sent 
them to conquer the city, he is arrested and impris-
oned as a traitor. From Zedekiah’s actions, we can 
see that he knew Jeremiah was a true prophet. Yet 
he still stubbornly refused to listen to a message that 
was undoubtedly from God.

Many so-called “Christians” today have the same 
attitude as Zedekiah about limiting God’s involve-
ment in their life. They acknowledge the existence of 
God, and may even pray to him in times of trouble, 
but that is where it ends. They certainly don’t want 

to listen to what God commands if it interferes with 
what they desire to do. We must guard our hearts 
against this attitude as well! “Thus saith the Lord, 
Deceive not yourselves” (v. 9). Sing or pray Psalter 
#182.

Read Jeremiah 38February 19  
Here we find Jeremiah imprisoned in a dungeon 
because of his unpopular message from God that 
the people of Judah should submit to Babylonian 
rule. The princes demand that something be done 
about it and, in a move very similar to Pontius Pilate, 
King Zedekiah bends to the will of the people and 
consents to Jeremiah’s imprisonment. According 
to my research, the “dungeon” here was probably 
a cistern—a very deep pit used for storing water. 
Jeremiah was undoubtedly miserable.

Serving God is not always going to be an easy 
path. Sometimes we are going to find ourselves 
seemingly at the bottom of a pit, feet sinking in 
the mud, suffering with no end in sight. We may 
feel as though life could not possibly get any worse. 
But God does not let his people suffer more than 
they are able to bear. He sends Ebed-melech to save 
Jeremiah from the pit, and he has sent us a Savior 
too. In the words of David from Psalm 40:1–2, “I 
waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto 
me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out 
of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my 
feet upon a rock, and established my goings.” Sing 
or pray Psalter #108.

Read Jeremiah 39February 20  
Most of the leaders and people of Judah had ignored 
the numerous prophets that were sent from God 
for many, many years. They fooled themselves into 
thinking that the wrath of God was never going to 
come upon them, but here we see the evidence to 
the contrary. The day of judgment has finally come. 
Jeremiah’s prophesies are fulfilled when Jerusalem 
falls to the Babylonians.

Just like the unbelievers in Jeremiah’s time, today 
also the world around us doubts that the judgment 
of God is actually going to come upon them. This 
false sense of security can also creep into the church 
when we convince ourselves that we are “get-
ting away” with certain sins because there are no 
immediate consequences. But God’s justice must be 
satisfied. A delay of judgment does not change its 
inevitability. No one knows when the final day of 
judgment is coming, but we can be assured that it 
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will come. Sing or pray Psalter #223.

Read Jeremiah 40February 21  
Even in the midst of God’s judgment there is always 
mercy for his people. In the context of the chaotic 
and unsafe conditions in Judah at this time, it was 
probably difficult for Jeremiah to trust that God 
would take care of him. Here we see that Jeremiah 
is released from his chains by the captain of the 
guard and allowed to choose whether he will go to 
Babylon or stay behind in Judah. God also prom-
ised to provide for any of the Jews that would stay 
behind in Judah.

Our heavenly Father will not leave behind even 
one of his children in the day of judgment. We will 
all be spared from destruction just like Jeremiah was. 
We read in Amos 4:11 that God’s elect people are 
like “burning sticks snatched from the fire.” This 
amazing comfort should lead us to both praise God 
and spread the message of the gospel with urgency 
as we live in the last days before Christ comes again. 
Sing or pray Psalter #112.

Read Psalm 74February 22  
The superscription “maschil” at the beginning of 
this Psalm indicates that it was intended to instruct 
the people of God. In this case, it instructs how to 
deal with difficult times during our walk on this 
earth. As we read on, we find Asaph lamenting 
the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar 
because it was symbolic of the Lord seeming to not 
dwell among his people anymore. But then he finds 
comfort and strength in remembering God’s past 
salvation of his people, his power, his love, and his 
faithfulness.

At certain times in our life, it may seem like evil is 
winning. We may question God as the psalmist did, 

“Why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of 
thy pasture” (v. 1)? We may doubt God’s faithful-
ness and his ability to keep his promises. But when 
we remember who he is and what he has done for 
his people in the past, we can have confidence in the 
future. “This I recall to mind, therefore I have hope” 
(Lam. 3:21). Our heavenly Father is in control of 
both good and evil, and he uses all things to serve 
his perfect plan. Therefore we are still able to pray 
with faith even in the face of trials that do not have 
an end in sight. Sing or pray Psalter #205.

Read Psalm 79February 23  

Similar to the psalm that we read yesterday, Psalm 
79 is another lament of Asaph regarding the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. He cries out to God for deliver-
ance in a time of great need for the nation of Judah. 
Yet the psalm does not end on a note of hopelessness, 
but with a doxology of praise.

Just as the psalmist does, we also cry out to God 
in times of distress because we are confident that he 
will come to our aid. Help comes from the Lord, not 
because we deserve it, but because of the promises 
that he has made to his people. He is our Shepherd 
and will not forsake us. This blessed assurance leads 
not to despair, but to praise the Lord. So whether 
we are struggling through a trial or giving thanks in 
a time of peace, we can confess the words of verse 
13, “So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will 
give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy 
praise to all generations.” Sing or pray Psalter #217.

Read 2 Kings 24February 24  
Nebuchadnezzar’s decimation of Judah occurred 
in three stages over a period of about twenty years. 
In about 605 BC, during the reign of Jehoiakim, 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken the first group of exiles 
back to Babylon. They included Daniel and his 
three friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. A 
few years later, in 597 BC, another group of about 
10,000 exiles was taken back to Babylon. Notable 
captives in this group were the prophet Ezekiel 
and Mordecai (uncle of Esther). The history of this 
second invasion is what we read here in 2 Kings 24.

I mention these facts because when reading the 
Bible, it is very beneficial to understand the historical 
background of what you are reading. When you can 
place a chapter in context with the rest of the Bible, 
it aids in developing a deeper understanding of the 
text. Since the Bible is not necessarily in chronologi-
cal order, investing in a reliable study Bible or seek-
ing out other trusted resources in print or online 
will be extremely helpful. Sing or pray Psalter #94.

Read 2 Kings 25February 25  
Here we read about the third and final stage of 
God’s chastisement through Nebuchadnezzar. The 
siege of Jerusalem has ended, and both the city and 
temple have been destroyed. The entire kingdom of 
Judah is completely humbled because of their idola-
try and sin. God’s people had wanted to be just like 
the nations around them, and they got their wish. 
They were defeated by the Babylonians just like the 
surrounding nations had been. How will God keep 
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his covenant promises now?
At the end of this final chapter of 2 Kings, we 

find a glimmer of hope when Jehoiachin was 
released from prison by Evil-merodach, king of 
Babylon. Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah when 
they returned to Jerusalem after the exile, would be 
a descendant of Jehoiachin. God was still preserving 
his covenant line even when all hope seemed lost. 
And eventually Jesus Christ, the ultimate fulfillment 
of God’s promises, would come from this covenant 
line. “And he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” 
(Luke 1:33). Sing or pray Psalter #362.

Read 2 Chronicles 36February 26  
In the final chapter of 2 Chronicles, we read an 
account of Zedekiah foolishly refusing to listen to 
God’s words through Jeremiah and also going back 
on his oath and rebelling against Nebuchadnezzar. 
Pride caused Zedekiah to ignore God’s commands 
in favor of his own thoughts and opinions. It was 
the cause of his downfall, and all of Judah as well. 
Idolatry is really, at its root, pride in the form of 
self-worship. The pride of the people also led them 
to mock the messengers of God, despise his words, 
and misuse his prophets (v. 16).

Pride has been often called “the father of all sin.” 
No person is immune to the sin of pride. It can be 
found in the hearts of the most powerful rulers 
of the earth just as much as in the heart of a poor 
beggar on the street. You may recall the familiar 
words of James 4:6, “God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble.” If we do not humbly 
submit ourselves to our heavenly Father as servants, 
we will instead pay the price of being slaves to sin. 
Sing or pray Psalter #138.

Read Habakkuk 1February 27  
Not much is known about Habakkuk, but he most 
likely prophesied during the reign of Jehoiakim. At 
this time, the kingdom of Judah is facing an immi-
nent invasion by the Babylonians as punishment 
for their sins. Therefore the word that Habakkuk 
brings is not a call for repentance, but rather a pre-
diction of judgment and a promise that God will not 
completely destroy his people. 

Although the Chaldeans are being used by God as 
instruments of judgment, they too would be judged 
for their evil deeds. Still, Habakkuk wrestles with 
the question of why God would use such a wicked 
nation to carry out his sovereign will. Can you relate 

to this? Do you ever question why things happen a 
certain way? We will never know all the answers in 
this life, but we may certainly bring these difficult 
questions to God in prayer just like Habakkuk, Job, 
Jeremiah, and many other saints in the Bible did. 
Sing or pray Psalter #204.

Read Habakkuk 2February 28  
In chapter 2 we read God’s gracious answer to 
Habakkuk’s questioning. Verse 4 summarizes the 
theme of the entire book well, “but the just shall 
live by his faith.” What does it mean to live by faith? 
It means accepting God’s justice even if it doesn’t 
make sense to us. It means looking away from our 
circumstances and towards God. The Reformation 
Heritage Study Bible puts it well when it says, “We 
may not always understand the reason, but we 
should live in the confidence that God is sovereignly 
accomplishing his purpose in all things.” 

Just like Abraham walking up the mountain to 
sacrifice his sole heir, Isaac, Habakkuk also had to 
have faith in God’s promise to continue the line of 
generation even though it seemed impossible at the 
time. “Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Do 
you have this same faith? Sing or pray Psalter #44.

Read Habakkuk 3March 1  
In the final chapter of Habakkuk, he offers up a 
prayer of faith in response to God’s answer to his 
questioning. The closing verses of this prayer are 
a beautiful expression of the assurance that comes 
from finding contentment in the Lord regardless of 
earthly circumstances. True contentment is not just 
about finding the “silver lining” in whatever situ-
ation we are in. Verse 17 describes a scene where 
nothing good can be found. “Yet,” Habakkuk con-
fesses, “I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation.” Despite the looming threat of 
Babylonian invaders, Habakkuk is at peace because 
his hope and joy are in the Lord, not in his circum-
stances. Pray that God will work this true peace in 
your heart as well. Sing or pray Psalter #230.

Read Jeremiah 41March 2  
In Matthew 10:16, Jesus sends out his apostles with 
this message, “Behold I send you forth as sheep in 
the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, 
and harmless as doves.” Gedaliah would have done 
well to take this advice. In the final verses of Jeremiah 
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40, he makes what seems to be a very unwise deci-
sion in rejecting the offer of protection against the 
threat of assassination. And chapter 41 goes on to 
describe just how real the threat was when Ishmael 
kills Gedaliah and many others.

We do not read in the text about Gedaliah seeking 
counsel from the Lord about this matter. But that is 
a key way to develop both practical and spiritual 
discernment. The experiences of our life coupled 
with seeking the Lord through prayer and reading 
his word cultivate wise judgment in a believer. Pray 
that the Lord will work godly discernment in you so 
that you may serve him in a greater capacity on this 
earth. Sing or pray Psalter #337.

Read Jeremiah 42March 3  
After Ishmael’s murder of Gedaliah, the desperate 
remnant of the Judahites finally comes to Jeremiah 
and asks him to pray that God will show the people 
what they should do. They promised Jeremiah that 
they would follow wherever God led them. But the 
hypocrisy in their hearts is revealed when they do 
not listen to what he says and go to Egypt anyway 
because it seems like a better choice. Also, they took 
Jeremiah with them by force.

Commentator Matthew Henry wrote about this 
passage, “We do not truly desire to know the mind 
of God if we do not fully resolve to comply with it 
when we do know it.” Take a moment to evaluate 
your own life. When you pray for the Lord’s will, 
do you already have your mind made up? Are you 
simply praying for show or hoping that God will 
bless your decision? Do you only obey God’s will 
if it lines up with your own desires? Sing or pray 
Psalter #43.

Read Jeremiah 43March 4  
It is extremely foolish to go against God’s will. It 
can be compared to having a bright light shining 
in your face, but then shutting your eyes and claim-
ing that you didn’t see it. Johanan leads the people 
into the land of Egypt and directly defies what God 
instructed them to do. Since they had not obeyed 
the Lord, Egypt would not be the safe place that 
they were longing for. Jeremiah’s sign of burying the 
stones in the courtyard at Tahpanhes made it clear 
that they would not be out of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
reach even in Egypt. 

In the familiar words of Proverbs 3:5–6 we are 
instructed to, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 

thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.” Do you trust the Lord’s will for your life? 
Sing or pray Psalter #99.

Read Jeremiah 44March 5  
Jeremiah 44 was most likely Jeremiah’s last public 
prophecy before his death. He once again reminds 
the Judahites who were dwelling in Egypt of their 
sin that had led to the desolation of Jerusalem. 
Despite witnessing their entire nation’s destruction 
by Babylon because of their idolatry, the remnant of 
Judah in Egypt continued to serve other gods. The 
punishment for their spiritual forgetfulness was that 
their supposed safe-haven, the land of Egypt, would 
also be invaded by Babylon.

Before you become too frustrated with these stub-
born people, take a look at your own life. We are 
just as forgetful as the people of Judah. Like little 
children who need to be reminded over and over 
not to touch something, we need to be constantly 
reminded of our sinfulness and desperate need for 
a savior. Every sermon that we hear comes back to 
this same idea. Every book of the Bible points us 
to Christ. Every sacrament that we witness calls us 
to remembrance. And yet we still run back to our 
old, sinful ways. How very thankful we should be 
to have a patient, faithful Father who forgives his 
children and continues to remind them of the gospel. 
Sing or pray Psalter #89.

Read Jeremiah 45March 6  
Think back to the events of Jeremiah 36 where 
Baruch records the prophecies of Jeremiah, and then 
King Jehoiakim destroys the scroll by throwing it in 
the fire. Chronologically this chapter belongs directly 
after that one. Burdened and greatly discouraged 
by these events, Baruch (Jeremiah’s faithful scribe) 
bemoans his lack of earthly accomplishments. In 
this short chapter, God graciously comforts him in 
his despair.

In verse 5, Baruch’s attention is directed away 
from himself and towards God instead. God reminds 
Baruch that all the things of this earth will eventually 
be destroyed, so trying to make a name for yourself 
on this earth is a worthless endeavor. “Seekest thou 
great things for thyself? Seek them not.” Also, God 
assures him that he will be taken care of wherever 
he goes. This word is certainly applicable not only 
to Baruch but to any child of God who finds them-
selves discouraged and wallowing in self-pity. Sing 
or pray Psalter #1.
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Read Jeremiah 46March 7  
Chapter 46 begins a new section of prophecies in 
which Jeremiah pronounces judgment on the nations 
surrounding Judah, starting with Egypt. Although 
most of his prophecies until now had been focused 
only on the nation of Judah, here he reminds the 
people that God is not just sovereign over Judah, but 
over all nations. No man can escape his judgment. 
Jeremiah very vividly describes the well-equipped 
Egyptian army and how they are completely defeated 
by Babylon. Egypt was helpless to defend themselves, 
and their pride was brought low. This entire account 

serves to emphasize just how ridiculous it had been 
for the people of Judah to have confidence in the 
power of Pharaoh Necho’s army rather than in God. 
Are you ever tempted to trust in yourself or some-
thing other than the one, true God? 

But even in his wrath, God has a message of 
mercy to his people who were dwelling in Egypt. 
This judgment was further evidence of his great 
love for them. Though God chastises his people, he 
will never completely destroy them. Therefore this 
prophecy also contains a promise, “and Jacob shall 
return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall 
make him afraid” (v. 27). Sing or pray Psalter #400.

Christian Living Lisa Potjer

THE “NEEDFUL” CLOSET

Are personal devotions really necessary? The Bible 
is full of passages that call us to seek God regularly 
(1 Chron. 16:11), to meditate on him continually 
(Ps. 119:97), and to pray often (1 Thess. 5:17). The 
regular practice of personal devotions is one of 
the best ways to do these things. Jesus teaches the 
importance of communing with him in the familiar 
story of Mary and Martha where Martha complains 
to Jesus that Mary is not helping her. Here is his 
response in Luke 10:41 and 42: “Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things: 
but one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken away from 
her.” The good part that Mary had chosen was to 
sit and commune with her Lord. Jesus calls this the 
one thing needful. He goes on to say that this “good 
part” would stay with her, meaning that her soul 
would be nourished and grow because of this time 
spent with him.

Let’s look at Jesus’ teaching on prayer in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Here he speaks of prayer, 
but I believe we can apply it to scripture reading as 
well. In Matthew 6:6 Jesus says, “But thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou 
hast shut the door, pray to thy Father which is in 
secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly.” Notice that Jesus says when 
not if. Notice also that Jesus instructs the believer to 
“enter into thy closet.” This implies personal prayer; 
not just corporate or family prayer. These words are 

written with the assumption that the reader prays 
personally. The phrase “shut the door” calls us to 
put away every distraction and give all our attention 
to communing with him. And finally, see that Jesus 
promises here too that this time spent with him will 
be rewarded. These rewards are said to be public. 
Others will know that you have been with God.

Recently, I made a list of the rewards we can 
experience through regular personal devotions. 
The list was long. I will share a few. Holiness. The 
psalmist tells us the best way to keep sin out is to fill 
our hearts with his word. Knowledge of God. To 
know God is to have life. How alive do you want to 
be? Confidence. Not the loud and proud kind fool-
ishly found in ourselves, but the quiet confidence 
that comes from constantly being reminded that 
the King of kings loves you. Strength. Just as physi-
cal strength wanes when we lack food, so spiritual 
strength wanes when we neglect to feed our souls. 
Beauty. Have you noticed the effect the state of 
the soul has on the face? Psalm 43:5 calls God the 
“health of my countenance.”

Most of the list of rewards was about spiritual 
growth. Others will notice these attributes in us 
because we have spent time with God. This glori-
fies God. But because God’s glory should be the first 
aim in everything we do, our first and main purpose 
for having personal devotions has to be his glory. 
Simply the fact that we make time to commune with 
him each day brings glory to his name, regardless 
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of whether or not we gain spiritually. To clarify my 
point, let me quote one of John Piper’s favorite say-
ings. “God is most glorified when we are most satis-
fied in Him.” How many of us can sincerely say with 
the psalmist “The Lord is my portion,” meaning the 
Lord is all I need or want? Spending time listening 
to God speak to us in his word and speaking to him 
alone in prayer develops and proves a satisfaction 
and a delight in him. 

C.S. Lewis writes about this delight in God that 
overflows into praise in his book Reflections on the 
Psalms. He tells of how he was first repulsed by a 
God that was continually calling his people to praise 
him. He saw God as vain and puffed up. But one 
day he realized that he was always hearing people 
praise things (flowers, food, books, etc.) and this 
was because they enjoyed the things they praised. 
Suddenly he understood why God’s people were 
often being called to praise him and that being called 
to praise him was actually an act of love because he 
was calling his people to share in the greatest joy 
in the universe—his glory. God gives and reveals 
himself to us to be enjoyed, compelling us to praise 
him. When you come to know God through your 
personal devotions, you will see that he truly is the 
one highest and supreme good! Your delight in him 
grows, and you are thankful that you are called to 

glorify him in all things because you are brought to 
the greatest pleasure of knowing him! How much I 
need this “closet” of communing with him!

By God’s grace, from my experience in per-
sonal devotions, I have found that the “closet” has 
become not only increasingly needful but increas-
ingly delightful. It wasn’t that way at first—I had 
to fight to remain diligent, and I didn’t always (and 
sometimes still don’t) feel “magically” transformed. 
I continue to fight laziness and distractions at times. 
But I think you will find, as you make time to com-
mune with God, your appetite for him will grow, 
and you will desire that time with him more. In 
your prayers, ask God to help you remain diligent, 
to teach you how to pray, and to open your heart 
to what you are reading. Then trust God to reward 
that time as he has promised. In time, I think you 
will find that when you look back on the days past, 
you will see a correlation between the days you 
began with that needful time in your closet and the 
state of your soul that day.

In the next two articles, we will look at the two 
parts of personal devotions: scripture reading and 
prayer.

Lisa is a wife and mother and member of 
Georgetown Protestant Reformed Church.

Christ promised his sheep would hear his voice and 
follow after him. His power to call his children 
and convince them to love and fear him knows no 
boundaries. This is just a humble attempt at show-
ing my gratitude for his great love towards a sinner 
like me.

I was born in Brazil to Lidia and Neemias. When 
I was around four years old, my parents adopted a 
child, Simone, who is my older sister, and some years 
later my brother David was born. At that time, my 
family attended a Pentecostal church, with whose 
affairs I was most frequently involved. As far as 
theological teaching is concerned, I cannot remem-
ber much about what was taught there, but one thing 
was clear to me: salvation had to be earned, and if 
one were not good enough, that salvation would be 

lost. It was not mere Arminian teaching, but wide 
open Pelagianism.

I honestly put effort into obtaining that promised 
salvation. I did everything I could. I helped people, 
I prayed, I went to all the camps, I helped with chil-
dren, teenagers and the elderly. I thought that if I did 
what I thought was right, God would save me. At 
that time, however, I did not truly know he who was 
to be my only comfort in life and death. 

I remember that since I was a child, I was fasci-
nated with missionaries. In the Pentecostal milieu, 
much emphasis is given to what they call missions, 
and given my lack of understanding, I was compelled 
to be one. In order to be so, I thought it would be 
a good idea to read some missionaries’ biographies, 
and then it all started; God was going after me.

Christian Living Lidiane Cecilio

HOW CHURCH HISTORY BROUGHT ME TO CHRIST
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A dear friend of mine suggested a book on William 
Carey.1 His life impressed me so much! In reading 
about him, however, I stumbled upon unknown 
words, such as sovereignty, providence, justifica-
tion, predestination, and depravity. Moreover, 
Carey would also mention books and authors that 
had helped him understand the Christian faith 
better; Calvin and the Institutes, though com-
pletely unknown to me, were constantly mentioned 
by Carey. I could notice he always mentioned his 
understanding of the importance of sound doctrine 
to missions. He said, “Nevertheless we cannot but 
observe with admiration that Paul, the great cham-
pion of the glorious doctrines of free and sovereign 
grace, was the most conspicuous for his personal 
zeal in the work of persuading men to be reconciled 
to God.”2 I was also fascinated by his diligence in 
translating the Bible to the people he was sent to. 
Men like him and William Tyndale made me start to 
pay attention to the work of translation.

His book presented me to another devout man—
David Brainerd, whose diary immensely blessed me; 
it helped me see how much of a sinner I was and 
that I could do nothing to earn forgiveness. I started 
understanding it was a gift, and only God could give 
it. Then Brainerd pointed me to Jonathan Edwards, 
Edwards led to Puritans like John Owen, who men-
tioned men like John Knox and John Calvin. And 
the list went on. Yet, at the time, I was not able to 
connect the dots. I then told one of the ministers at 
church about the books I was reading and their con-
tent, seeking some help to understand them. He told 
me to stop reading them for they were dangerous. 
Unaware of God’s providence, I was then convinced 
I should find out why they were so dangerous. I was 
soon to discover that God uses dangerous books!

With a group of friends, I started studying church 
history. We came up with a simple and effective idea: 
each one of us would choose an important figure we 
knew at the time, do some research on them and 
present our findings to each other after the research 
was done. Since we didn’t speak English at the time, 
I got really upset to see that most (good) books on 
church history were not available in Portuguese back 

1  Timothy George, Faithful Witness: The Life and 

Mission of William Carey (New Hope, 1991). Portuguese 

translation by Hans Udo Fuchs.

2  Thomas Schirrmacher, editor. Calvin and World 

Missions (VTR Publications, 2009), 85. Available at 

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/resources/rfiles/

res3_388_link_1338069512.pdf.

then. Through this study, we came to know men like 
George Whitefield, David Livingstone, Adoniram 
Judson, and Henry Martin. In this study, at some 
point, one thing became clear: all of those people 
who we were studying had one thing in common, 
their beliefs. They were all Calvinists to some degree. 
At that moment, God opened my understanding. 
The Reformed faith was presented to us. 

I was just so deeply overwhelmed by the truth 
that sound theology does not only rescue one’s intel-
lect, but that in God’s providence it also keeps one’s 
heart warm and gives one a biblical view of history 
as God’s history. The comfort of knowing that since 
God is God, he can and will fulfill his promises 
and hold us firmly in Christ. We can undoubtedly 
trust that in the same marvelous way he has kept 
his church throughout times he will keep us until he 
comes.

Notwithstanding, though we had been awakened 
to God’s truth in the Reformed faith, there was no 
real Reformed church to attend where we lived. 
But in God’s providence, nonetheless, there was the 
internet. One website was very helpful at this time: 
Monergismo.com, maintained by Felipe Sabino, on 
which we found countless good materials on differ-
ent subjects. It was there that we first saw articles 
from Herman Hoeksema, Angus Stewart, and 
Ronald Hanko (some of whom you might know).

After having learned English, I came across the 
Covenant Protestant Reformed (CPRC) website and 
couldn’t believe that there was this amazing project 
of translating good theology from English into a 
multitude of languages. Soon after, along with the 
same friends that had started studying church his-
tory years ago, I encountered a masterpiece: Portraits 
of Faithful Saints by Prof. Herman Hanko. We were 
so thankful for that book for there wasn’t anything 
similar in Portuguese! We read that and decided to 
translate it. 

Since then, our sincere prayer has been that in 
God’s providence he would use Reformed literature 
to call people to Christ, as he did with me. I am 
extremely thankful for how God used his history 
in the lives of all these men and women to make me 
realize the beauty of living to the glory of God. We 
also pray that he may keep blessing us with faithful 
authors, great books, and with more translators.

Lidi lives in the south of Brazil and attends Igreja 
Protestante Reformada de Joinville. She works as an 
ESL teacher and in her free time translates Reformed 
material from English into Portuguese for project 
Veritas.
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Christian Living Prof. David J. Engelsma

THE NECESSITY OF MEMBERSHIP IN A TRUE CHURCH

This article is the shortened version of the recently 
published booklet by me under the same title. This 
abridgment necessarily omits much of the booklet, 
including elements that I consider to be of great 
importance both to the subject and to the thinking 
of Reformed persons concerning church member-
ship. I urge the young person to obtain the booklet, 
which is distributed free of charge, from the con-
sistory or evangelism committee of his church, or, 
failing this, from the Reformed Witness Committee 
of Hope Protestant Reformed Church in Walker, 
Michigan (hoperwc@gmail.com).

Introduction
No one can escape the life-or-death, spiritual force 
of the subject of this article. Church membership is 
a life-or-death matter. Outside the church—a true 
church—is no salvation. The true church identifies 
herself by distinct, unmistakable marks.

There are false churches, which also are clearly 
recognizable.

There are also churches that are gradually losing 
the marks of the true church and taking on the 
marks of the false church.

The subject, therefore, is urgent for everyone 
who is called a Christian and who values his or her 
salvation.

The Necessary Membership
John Calvin wrote that whoever has God for his 
Father has the church for his mother. He was refer-
ring to the local, instituted congregation of believers 
and their children.

Membership in a true church is necessary, as nec-
essary as it is for a child to have a mother. I know 
this by experience. I look back over my life and ask, 
“Where would I, my wife, our children, and our 
grandchildren be apart from membership in true 
churches of God? What would be the condition of 
our spiritual lives? How would it have gone with 
our family life? Outside of true churches of God, 
what would even our physical lives be?”

But the necessity of membership in a true church 
is not only, or even mainly, a matter of experience. 
It is the clear teaching of the Reformed creeds and 
of scripture, as will be demonstrated. 

What is necessary is membership in a visible, 

instituted church, a congregation that can be seen, 
especially as a gathering for worship on Sunday, a 
congregation that is properly organized, or insti-
tuted. No one may evade the admonition to church 
membership by responding, “I belong to the invis-
ible, holy, catholic church of Jesus Christ, even 
though I am not a member of a visible institute, or 
organization—a local congregation.” The church 
is certainly this universal body of Christ (Matthew 
16:18). But this presently invisible body of Christ 
takes form in true, visible institutes, or congrega-
tions (see the Belgic Confession, Articles 27, 28). 
Therefore, let no one claim to be a member of the 
universal, invisible body of Christ who holds in 
contempt membership in this church’s manifestation 
in the visible church. He is not a member of the uni-
versal church of Christ! On the contrary, he despises 
the universal body of Christ. 

Membership in the instituted church—the orga-
nized assembly of believers and their children, that 
is visible and exists in a certain place at a certain 
time—is necessary. Emphasizing this becomes more 
necessary than ever with the rising in our day of the 
so-called “house church” movement. The church 
institute is formed by God’s appointment of men 
(not women) to occupy and exercise three offices, or 
official positions, in the body of believers and their 
children. These offices are minister of the word, or 
teaching elder; ruling elder; and deacon (1 Tim. 3; 
1 Tim. 5:17). By these offices, Jesus Christ himself 
performs the work that blesses and saves the mem-
bers of the church. 

Without these offices, there is no instituted 
church, that is, no church at all. Neither is there the 
presence and saving work of Jesus Christ. So much 
for the “house church” movement! 

Of the visible church that is instituted in these 
three offices, it is necessary to be a member. 

If and only if this institute is a true church!

The Marks of a True Church
It is not enough to be member of some instituted 
church or other. There are true churches and false 
churches. There are churches that once were true, 
but are now becoming false. What is necessary is 
membership in a true church. 

Because of the necessity of membership in a true 
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church, God identifies true churches with marks. 
These marks are unmistakably clear. They are three. 
First and most importantly, the mark of the true 
church is “the pure doctrine of the gospel” (1 Tim. 
3:15, 16). Second, a mark is “the pure administra-
tion of the sacraments as instituted by Christ.” The 
third mark is the exercise of “church discipline” in 
dealing with public sin as it appears in the church 
(see Article 29 of the Belgic Confession). The marks 
are not size; a friendly minister; opportunity for the 
use of the members’ gifts; or enthusiasm for evange-
lism and missions. 

Where these marks are, there is a true church of 
God, and there must I be a member, and remain a 
member. Where these marks are lacking, there is a 
false church, and there I may not be a member.

Since there are false churches, and since member-
ship in a false church is both contrary to the will 
of God, and damning, there must also be clear, 
identifying marks of the false church, and there 
are. The marks of a false church are not only the 
lack of the marks of the true church. But they are 
also the perversion of the marks of a true church. 
The false church preaches, but it preaches a lie, for 
example, that justification is by faith and by works. 
It celebrates the sacraments, but it falsifies them, for 
example, by adding to the two instituted by Christ 
five more of its own choosing. It exercises discipline, 
but not upon the wicked. Rather, it punishes the 
godly, for example, one who objects to the false doc-
trine or wicked discipline of the church. Membership 
in such a church is forbidden to the believer. The 
believer must leave the false church, or a church that 
is becoming false. Yesterday!

The Necessity of Membership in a True Church
Membership in a true church is necessary. It is not 
merely recommended, if convenient, but necessary. 
Since it is necessary, it must be carried out regardless 
of the cost and consequences. 

Outside the true church, that is, apart from mem-
bership in a true institute, is no salvation!

At this point, confessing Christians raise furious 
objection: “Certainly, church membership is not as 
serious as salvation!”

But it is this serious. 
This is the seriousness of church membership on 

which the Belgic Confession insists, in Article 28: 
“Out of it [the true instituted church] there is no sal-
vation” (see also the Heidelberg Catechism, Q and 
A 85). The explanation of this necessity is that the 
church is the body of Christ. To be separated from 
the church is to be separated from the head of this 

body, who is Jesus Christ. In separation from Christ 
is no salvation. 1 Timothy 3:15 calls the instituted 
church “the house of God.” In it God dwells. As the 
Psalter sings, “To live apart from God is death.” 

The Calling of the Believer
Obviously, every believer is called by God himself to 
be and to remain a member of a church that shows 
itself true by the unmistakable marks. He may not 
leave for a church that lacks the marks for any 
reason, including having a wife or a husband. If one 
finds himself in a church that is departing from the 
pure word of the gospel, corrupting the sacraments, 
and failing to use, or abusing, discipline, he must 
leave for a true church, even though joining a true 
church may be costly and difficult.

John Calvin confronted a group of Reformed 
believers in France with this calling. Persecution 
made membership in a true church impossible in 
France. Calvin called these French believers to leave 
everything and move to a country where member-
ship in a true church would be possible. Obviously, 
this would be costly and very difficult. Imagine 
that citizens of the United States or of some other 
country would have to move to Canada, leaving 
home, job, and relatives behind, in order to worship 
God rightly in a true church. These French believ-
ers, whom Calvin called “Nicodemites,” objected. 
Because carrying out Calvin’s admonition would 
likely mean moving to Geneva, Switzerland, where 
Calvin was preaching and teaching, some of these 
French mocked Calvin and his admonition by charg-
ing that Calvin thought that “the road to heaven 
led through Geneva.” Likewise today, when we call 
Reformed Christians in departing churches to join 
a true church, they respond with the mockery that 
we think that only members of our denomination 
are going to heaven. But Calvin continued to insist 
that membership in a true church is necessary. So do 
the Protestant Reformed Churches! So do all whose 
confession is Article 29 of the Belgic Confession of 
Faith!

2 Thessalonians 2:3 warns that in the last days, 
in which we are now living, there will be a “falling 
away” (Greek: apostasy) of churches that once were 
true churches of Christ. All believers in all churches, 
including those on behalf of whose members this 
magazine is published, must be vigilant—concerning 
doctrine, sacraments, and discipline. Complacency 
is fatal. 

Membership in a true church is necessary! 

Prof. Engelsma is professor emeritus in the 
Protestant Reformed Churches.
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BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Boaz Tyler, son of Mr. & Mrs. Tyler & Laura 

Langerak—Byron Center, MI
Bennet Henry, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Abby 

Thompson—First, MI
Connor Benjamin, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ben & Andrea 

VerStrate—First, MI
Jaylee Anne, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Derek & 

Leanne Cnossen—Hudsonville, MI 
Sadie Rose, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Martin & 

Karmin DeJong—Loveland, CO
Helen Rae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Luke & Debbie 

Regnerus—Randolph, WI
Lane Benjamin, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ben & Heidi 

Soodsma—Randolph, WI
Emmett Troy, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jacob & Rachel 

Maatman—Southwest, MI
Hannah Renae, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Jim & 

Renae Kuiper—Trinity, MI
April Claire, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & 

Brittany Karsemeyer—Trinity, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
was made by:
Phillip Dommisse, Jonathon Dommisse, Nathan 

Kaiser, Joshua Klamer and Laura Miedema—
Byron Center, MI

Nathan Nagelkerke, Aaron Freeman—Hudsonville, 
MI

Natalie Snippe—Southeast, MI
Abbi Dykstra, Sarah Essenburg, Lindsey Gritters, 

Benji Kuiper, Grace Mulder, Calvin Van Bemmel 
and Danae Van Overloop—Trinity, MI

MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God forever and ever: he will be 
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Brendan Brower and Miss Casey Gritters—

Hudsonville, MI

Church News Melinda Bleyenberg

Waiting for God

Easy to say but hard to do.

Sinful human nature wants to run.

“I need it now,” I am tempted to say.

But the Holy Spirit commands me to wait.

For his glory and my good, he causes me to follow 

him.

Obeying my God

Even when my own way I want,

My loving Father my heart does turn

And reminds, “your every need I fulfill.” 

On the cross, his only begotten Son died 

So in heaven soon I will stand in white arrayed 

before him. 

Poem Kris Moelker

WAITING FOR GOD
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Trees of the Bible (3) Oaks of Bashan

Oaks are one of the trees mentioned often in the Bible. 
This is a recognizable tree for many of us since oaks 
are found all around the world. The particular types 
of oak mentioned in the Bible are two kinds that 
grow short, gnarled, and broad with acorns that are 
slim and pointed. Oaks were especially common in 
the area called Bashan, which was on the northeast 
side of the Jordan River. 

In the Bible, the spreading oaks and the shade 
they provided was an important place. Important 
items were buried or set at their base (Gen. 35:4, 
Josh. 24:26). People were buried at the base of the 
oak trees (Gen. 35:8, 1 Chron. 10:12). The angel 
of the Lord who came to Gideon sat under an oak 
tree (Judges 6:11–19). Prophets would sit under the 

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.

oaks (1 King 13:14). And idol worship would take 
place under the oak trees (Hos. 4:13). It was even 

an oak tree that caught Absalom’s hair (2 Sam. 
18:9–14).

Oaks are known for their strength. It was 
a sign of God’s power that he could destroy 
the oaks in his wrath (Amos 2:9, Zech. 11:2). 

As God’s people, we are to be strong in 
our faith like oak trees. When the howling 
winds of the trials of this life swirl around 
us, we aren’t to break before them but 
stand strong. We are strong like oaks 
because God has made us strong. His 
Spirit in our hearts makes us strong like 

the oak. 

 S W Z L L G Q Z V L E U H T P
 Z P G C I R C S F Y Y D Y M O
 V M K D F V Z T M M U Y F P Q
 Y B E D H K P R Y B S W I N Y
 J O E H M K U O Z G A I H V B
 N K E D A V B N C I G S L F J
 J X R O A U D G Q I A X H C Y
 O O T P K H I E I R M Z I A V
 Y D O E U C S F R F F Y P N N
 I R I N X Q R A F M A S A Q F 
 A B S A L O M I B G S J Y P T
 I C K Y H F H M F W E T Y I J
 V D Y B E A R X X D O Y B F W
 Q E G D U J E O G L Z N E I T
 J P Q J B Z I C U L H G H H B

ABSALOM  OAK
BASHAN  SHADE
GIDEON  STRONG
JUDGE  TREE

OAK OF BASHAN
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