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Issue at Hand Ryan Kregel

the issue at hand
The Belgic Confession of Faith, being a confession, begins with a heart-shattering confession of
faith that ought to bring us to our knees. “We all
believe with the heart, and confess with the mouth,
that there is one only simple and spiritual Being,
which we call God” (Art. 1). The article continues
with a description of the one we confess as God. He
is “eternal, incomprehensible, invisible, immutable,
infinite, almighty, perfectly wise, just, good, and the
overflowing fountain of all good.”
Surely such a being as that cannot be approachable
or knowable. After reading that list of attributes, our
response can only be that of prostrating ourselves
on the ground and in utter humility whispering the
words of the Psalmist: “What is man, that thou art
mindful of him?” (Ps. 8:4). Truly we are but dust
before the Almighty God of heaven and earth.
As we clamber back to our feet, we begin reading
the next article in the confession: “We know Him
by two means…” Then we stop. We know him, the
God that we just read about. We know him. The
wonder of divine revelation!
We not only know God through his word,

creation, and preservation and government of the
universe (Art. 2), but also are given the gift of salvation. God “manifested his justice against His Son
when He laid our iniquities upon Him, and poured
forth his mercy and goodness upon us” (Art. 20).
We deserve nothing but the eternal, just wrath of
God against us for our sins, yet he satisfied his justice and mercy in his own son for our sakes.
The Belgic Confession ends with a description
of the last day, when we will see Almighty God. A
glorious day that “we expect…with a most ardent
desire, to the end that we may fully enjoy the promises of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Art. 37). We
long for it every day that we live in this sin-wrecked
world. As we daily feed ourselves on the word of
God that he has revealed to us, that ardent desire
for the last day is kindled anew in our hearts. That
same desire is ignited in our hearts when we read the
beautiful Belgic Confession.
You do read it, right?
Read it, cherish it in the knowledge of the sacrifices that God used to bring it to life, and read it
again.

Guido de Bres, the author of the Belgic Confession,
gave his life for the sake of the truth of God. Before
he took his glorious, blessed place under the altar
(Rev. 6:9), he penned a letter to his wife of seven
years, saying his farewell. Facing death by hanging,
the world knows nothing of the spirit that filled de
Bres. The heart of the believing child of God thrills
to read it:1

uncertain of his life from moment to moment.
Nevertheless, it pleased the good God to allow
us to live together about seven years and to give
us five children. If the Lord had willed to let us
live together longer, he certainly had the means
for this. But it did not please him. Wherefore let
his good pleasure be realized, and may this be to
you as a conclusive reason [for my imprisonment
and death, and your widowhood].

I call on you with all urgency that you not
grieve beyond measure, so as to offend God. You
have always known well, that when you married me, you have taken a mortal mate, who was

As part of his letter to his wife, De Bres also
wrote the following:

1 David J. Engelsma, The Belgic Confession
Commentary, vol. 1 (Grandville, MI: Reformed Free
Publishing Association, 2018), 5–7.

O God, thou hast caused me to be born at the
time and at the hour that thou hadst ordained.
During my entire life thou hast preserved and protected me in threatening dangers and completely
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delivered me from them. Thus today my hour has
come, in which I must leave this life in order to go
to thee. Thy good will be done. I cannot escape thy
hand, and even if I could, I would not will [to do
so], for my highest salvation consists in this, that
I conduct myself according to thy will. All these
considerations have made my heart very joyful
and cheerful, and they do this still. And I call on
you, beloved, faithful companion, that you rejoice
with me and thank the good God for what he has
done…Here is not the place of our dwelling, but
in heaven. Here is our pilgrim-journey. Therefore,
we must long for the real land, that is, for heaven,
in order to be received there in the house of my
heavenly Father so that we may see our brother,
head, and savior, Jesus Christ, and so that we may
see the very noble fellowship of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and so many thousand martyrs, into
whose fellowship I hope to be received, when I
shall have completed the course of my service. I
beseech you then, my dearly beloved, that you comfort yourself in the consideration of these things.
Consider with full consciousness the honor God
grants you by having given you a husband who is
not only a minister of the Son of God, but also so
esteemed by God, and valued, that he deems him
worthy to have a share in the crown of the martyrs. Such an honor God does not give even to his
angels. I am overjoyed. My heart is aroused. In

my trials, nothing is lacking to me. I am filled to
overflowing with the abundance of the riches of
my God…I experience today the faithfulness of
my Lord Jesus Christ. I bring now into practice
what I have preached to others. Certainly, I must
confess this, namely, that I, when I preached,
spoke as a blind man about colors, if I compare it
with what I now feel by experience. I have made
progress and learned more in my imprisonment
than in all my life. I find myself at a very good
school. I have the Holy Ghost, who continually
inspires me and who instructs me to handle the
weapons in the conflict. On the other hand, Satan
encircles me, the opponent of all children of God,
who is as a roaring lion in order to devour me.
But the one who has said to me, “Fear not, I
have overcome the world” [John 16:33], causes
me to conquer…He comforts and strengthens me
in an unbelievable manner. I am more comfortable than the enemies of the gospel. I eat, drink,
and sleep better than they do. I have been put in
the strongest and gloomiest prison, which itself
allows [one] to think…I receive no air or light
than through a small opening, through which one
throws the filth. I have rough and heavy chains
on my hands and feet, which are a continual torment to me. But despite all this, my God does not
forsake his promise and comforts my heart and
gives me a great contentment.

january Issue:
spiritual discipline

4

BEACON LIGHTS OCTOBER 2019

Editorial Dewey Engelsma

Holding fast this
foundation
Outright hostility to a creed does not appear out of
nowhere. Such hostility can be seen in a letter that
was published in a Reformed magazine earlier this
year. Writing in response to an article that encouraged commemoration of the Canons of Dordt, the
letter writer stated that “The 400th anniversary
would be an excellent time to ditch the rigid, exclusionary, and insular Canons of Dort.” A good place
for the Canons would be “on the history book
shelf.”1
How can it be that such a view arises out of a
Reformed church? So often what precedes such
hostility is apathy. A church says they have the
creeds and they even subscribe to the creeds, but
the people do not read the creeds. There they sit,
gathering dust, out of sight and mind. Satan and his
demons, “enemies of God and every good thing,”
are “watching to ruin the church and every member
thereof, and by their wicked strategems to destroy
all” (Belgic Confession, Art. 12). What havoc can
be wreaked by the devil when the church is ignorant of the very truths she is to love! In the Old
Testament, God’s people were not only destroyed
for lack of knowledge, they were destroyed because
they rejected knowledge (Hos. 4:6).
Such is the danger for the church in any age, and
with all of the shiny objects of the world as distractions, this is especially a danger for you, young
person.
When a church or her members reject knowledge,
either through hostility or apathy, it is a rejecting of
God himself, who is the author of the truth being
rejected. This is heinous enough. However, to reject
the truth of God is also to reject the Truth of God,
Jesus Christ. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,

1 “Reply All,” The Banner, March 2019, 8

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me” (John 14:6).
It is this truth, the truth of the person and work
of Jesus Christ, that is the burden of this editorial. It
was my original intention to write on another topic
relating to the Belgic Confession, but after reading
and re-reading the Belgic, I came to the conclusion
that to write an editorial on any other topic than
Jesus Christ would be to miss the central point of
the confession itself.
The most important part of any structure is the
foundation. Imagine you and your new spouse are
looking for your first home. You find a place that
you both agree would be perfect. It has the right
amount of rooms, it’s in the right location for church
and work, and it fits in your budget. But when you
walk downstairs, you find the basement walls are
crumbling. There are wooden posts throughout
providing some support, and for now the foundation has enough strength to hold up the floor, but
you know it is only a matter of time until the whole
edifice comes crashing down. You would get out
of that house as quickly as possible and without a
backward glance move on to the next one.
The church has a foundation as well. These are
the walls upon which all of the other truths of scripture stand, indeed the truth upon which the church
itself as the church stands. The Belgic Confession in
Article 23 speaks of this when it says, “we always
hold fast this foundation.” If the most important
element of any structure is its foundation, we do
well to pay special attention to the foundation of the
church, and by extension, the entire Christian life.
The foundation spoken of by the Belgic Confession
is the truth about our salvation, specifically the truth
of justification by faith alone. Do you remember that
sinful thought you had about your parents when they
told you to clean your room or the basement, and
you walked away muttering? That was a sin against
BEACON LIGHTS OCTOBER 2019
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the fifth commandment to honor your parents. For
that sin you are worthy of death (Rom. 6:23). You
can think of any number of other sins that you have
committed. As sins against the righteousness and
justice of God, the sentence for those sins is eternal
death. Yet you don’t live in terror about the possibility of hell! Why not? What makes you righteous
before God? Article 23 answers that question: “We
believe that our salvation consists in the remission
of sins for Jesus Christ’s sake” and “God imputes
righteousness to him (man) without works.”
Martin Luther spoke about this in his preface
to his commentary on Galatians. “The church is
founded on, and consists in, this doctrine alone.”2
Luther was explaining the difference between
Christian righteousness and the righteousness of
the law or earthly righteousness. Earthly righteousness is one that works for its salvation, but about
Christian righteousness Luther says, “We do nothing in this matter; we give nothing to God but simply
receive and allow someone else to work in us—that
is, God.” How is that possible? “I rest only on that
righteousness that is the righteousness of Christ and
the Holy Spirit.”3 For Luther, it was Jesus Christ
who consumed him so that all of his “studies in
divinity, by day and night, continually go back and
forth from him, by him, and to him.” As you can
see, young person, ultimately the foundation is Jesus
Christ himself.
As with a house, cracks can appear in a church’s
foundation. Many churches throughout the ages
have chipped away at this foundation so that pieces
of this truth fell to the ground, and the whole
structure became weak so that finally that church
collapsed and became false. There are many ways
to undermine this foundation, and space does not
allow me to go into all of those. However, the Belgic
Confession addresses one of the errors that undermine this foundation with very strong language in
Article 22. That error is when the church says that
Christ is not enough, that he is not “sufficient.” The
Belgic Confession uses language that would make
most of us quail when it says that to say that “something more is required besides Him, would be too
gross a blasphemy.”
The reason this sentiment can even appear on the
scene is that careful attention was not given to the

2 Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1998), Preface, xxi
3 Ibid, xviii
6
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foundation. “When people lose Christ, they slip back
into reliance on their own works.”4 This is an erosion
of the foundation because it takes something away
from the work of Christ in salvation. It is always a
temptation of man to turn away from Christ, even
ever so slightly, and for salvation to “seek another
according to our fancy” (Art 26). When a church
does this, it forsakes the “fountain of living waters”
and digs out for itself “broken cisterns, that can hold
no water” (Jer. 2:13). This has been a danger since
the time of Adam and Eve and will be a danger until
the time that Jesus Christ returns on the clouds of
glory.
Luther provides the antidote to this temptation.
“Therefore, whenever you are occupied in the matter
of your salvation, set aside all curious speculations
about God’s unsearchable majesty, all thought of
works, traditions, philosophy, and even God’s law,
and run straight to the manger.” “In this way you
will be able to shake off all terrors and errors, just
as the sun drives away the clouds.”5
Many times we put our attention on faith and
that is good. However, in the final analysis, it is not
faith itself that is the main thing, because it “is only
an instrument.” What is of the utmost importance
is he whom we embrace by faith, namely “Christ
our righteousness” (Art. 22). Similarly, with the
Lord’s supper we do not make an idol of the bread
or wine, or even the sacrament itself. Rather, we set
our hearts on Jesus Christ, who “is the true object
presented by them , without whom they would be of
no moment” (Art. 33).
It is important to note that the truth of Jesus Christ
and the salvation of his elect children is not itself
weak, neither does it become weak when a church
teaches something false about it. No, that truth will
stand firm as it has throughout all of history, and
not even the whole host of Satan can prevail against
it. Jesus taught this in response to Peter’s confession
of who Jesus was, saying about this truth, “upon
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).
As is so often the case, this truth as confessed
by the Belgic Confession was forged on the anvil
of suffering and trial. The author, Guido de Bres,
paid for this truth with his life. But this is not something that should cause us to tremble or fear, fearful
that we might share the same fate. What a glorious

4 Ibid, xxi
5 Ibid, 36

foundation! The church glories in this foundation
because she glories in Jesus Christ! The people of
God would gladly lay down their lives for this truth
and suffer any injustice or persecution on the road
to the hangman’s noose. With the Belgic Confession,
we declare this truth to be the “happiness of man”
(Art. 23)!
Our calling is to “hold fast this foundation,
ascribing all the glory to God, humbling ourselves

before Him, and acknowledging ourselves to be
such as we really are, without presuming to trust in
any thing in ourselves” (Art. 23).
So, young reader, fight apathy. Be unrelenting in
your struggle against that sin. Put down your phone,
pick up the Belgic Confession, and read it—read it
and be filled with a sense of the awesomeness of
God, and the glory of his Son, Jesus Christ.

Letters

LETTER:
August 6, 2019
Mr. Engelsma:
I write to you regarding the book review printed
in the June 2019 issue of the Beacon Lights, Union
with Christ: The Way to Know and Enjoy God.
In particular, I bring to question two aspects of
your review.
First, your quotation from the book in review,
Union with Christ, says that “the one who made
heaven and earth dwells within you. He not only
holds the lever of change, but he also promises that
when you abide in him, through faith and obedience, his living water will flow out of your life.”
Second, your quotation from Synod 2018: “We
experience fellowship with God through faith, on
the basis of what Christ has done, and in the way of
our obedience.”
Oddly enough, you warn against the dangers of
the first statement, while you embrace the second
statement.
I believe your analysis, though incorrect, is
important, because it is proof that we as the PRC
would now welcome and embrace the theology of
one such as Mr. Rankin Wilbourne. I can marry the
two quotations. One supports the other, without
question.
Our obedience cannot have a place in our fellowship with God. It cannot, and it does not.
We believe that our salvation consists in the
remission of our sins for Jesus Christ’s sake,
and that therein our righteousness before God
is implied; as David and Paul teach us, declaring this to be the happiness of man, that God
imputes righteousness to him without works.
And the same apostle saith that we are justified
freely by His grace, through the redemption
which is in Jesus Christ.

And therefore we always hold fast this foundation, ascribing all the glory to God, humbling
ourselves before him, and acknowledging
ourselves to be such as we really are, without
presuming to trust in any thing in ourselves, or
in any merit of ours, relying and resting upon
the obedience of Christ crucified alone, which
becomes ours when we believe in him. This is
sufficient to cover all our iniquities, and to give
us confidence in approaching to God; freeing the conscience of fear, terror, and dread,
without following the example of our first
father, Adam, who, trembling, attempted to
cover himself with fig leaves. And, verily, if we
should appear before God, relying on ourselves
or on any other creature, though ever so little,
we should, alas! be consumed. And therefore
every one must pray with David: O Lord, enter
not into judgment with Thy servant: for in Thy
sight shall no man living be justified (Belgic
Confession, Article 23).

It seems so simple, so obvious.
May God be gracious.
Cordially in Christ,
Jeff Andringa
Hull PRC
RESPONSE:
Dear Jeff,
I thank you for your letter, as it allows me the
ability to further expand on this vitally important
topic. It is through exchanges like this that we can
come to a better understanding of the truth of God
as it relates to our salvation.
You claim that the two quotations, the one by
Rankin Wilbourne and the other taken from the
decision of Synod 2018, are one and the same. “I
BEACON LIGHTS OCTOBER 2019
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can marry the two quotations. One supports the
other, without question.”
The reason you take issue with both statements
is that you feel they give to our obedience a “place
in our fellowship with God.” This is objectionable
to you because our obedience “cannot, and it does
not” play a role in establishing or maintaining fellowship with God.
About this, we are in full agreement.
In addition, we do well to listen carefully to
your concern about the use of the phrase “in the
way of.” That phrase has been used wrongly, the
result of which was the compromise of the gospel.
Your rebuke that “it seems so simple, so obvious,”
is one we do well to apply to our hearts and minds.
The gospel is simple, as is taught in 2 Corinthians
11:3: “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ.”
The phrase “in the way of” is applied and used
improperly when it becomes synonymous with
“means” or “instrument.” Synod 2018 restored to
us its proper use, which is opposed to the theology
of Wilbourne. Wilbourne taught in his book that
our obedience is in some way the instrument of our
experiencing fellowship with God. This can be seen
in the chapter titled, “The Art of Abiding” and the
following chapter, “The Means of Abiding.” The
means of abiding are not our obedience or even our
availing ourselves of the means of grace, as important as that is. The means of our abiding in Christ is
faith in Christ.
Compare the two quotations again (emphasis
mine):
He not only holds the lever of change, but he
also promises that when you abide in him,
through faith and obedience, his living water
will flow out of your life.—Wilbourne
We experience fellowship with God through
faith (instrument), on the basis of what Christ
has done (ground), and in the way of our obedience (way of conduct or manner of living).
—Synod 2018

“Through” is instrument-language, which is why
it is wrong to say “through faith and obedience.”
Synod applied the “through” rightly, namely to faith.
Synod 2018 was at pains to make clear that our
obedience is not, in any way, the means or instrument of our experiencing fellowship with God. “The
way of approach unto God is not our obedience, but
8
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Christ alone, by faith alone” (2018 Acts of Synod,
66). We do not “look to obtain anything by our
obedience” (70).
The question is, what is the instrument and what
is the ground for our experience of covenant fellowship with God? Synod explained that in its use of
the phrase you find objectionable. The instrument is
faith, and the ground is Christ (74).
The conjunction “and” in the decision of synod
does not equate faith and obedience or put our act of
obedience on par with faith in Christ. It simply recognizes the reality that this experience is interrupted
by an ungodly walk. What about our obedience
then? “Obedience—the obedience God requires and
the obedience we gratefully give in a life of good
works according to the power of His Spirit working
in us” is “always a fruit in the covenant relationship” (73).
Therefore, the inclusion of the phrase “and in the
way of our obedience.” Sin interrupts the experience of fellowship with God. Not only is this the
experience of every child of God, but it is also the
teaching of the Canons of Dordt, Head 5, Article
5 (“sometimes lose the sense of God’s favor for a
time”) and Article 13 (“God should turn away His
gracious countenance from them”).
Herman Hoeksema, also quoted by the decision
of Synod, used this phrase: “and therefore, we are
saved through the instrument of faith, and in the
way of obedience” (71, emphasis mine).
Doesn’t this mean, then, that our walking in
the way of obedience is somehow responsible for
our experience of fellowship with God, along with
Christ and our faith in Christ? It does not. This is
answered thoroughly in the Acts on pages 72–74.
“When we experience covenant fellowship in the
way of our obedience, it is not because of our obedience, but because of Christ’s perfect work” (72).
Although the words “in the way of our obedience”
must be included because we need to do justice to
the fact that we do not experience God’s favor while
walking in a wicked way, this too must be properly
understood. “Though we may lose the experience of
covenant fellowship by continuing in disobedience,
we never gain it by our obedience, but it is restored
by faith in Christ and in the way of repentance” (73,
emphasis mine).
You correctly quote the Belgic Confession Article
23 to drive home your point. So too did Synod 2018.
“The way of approach unto God is not our obedience, but Christ alone, by faith alone (B.C., Art. 23,
we rely and rest ‘upon the obedience of Christ crucified alone, which become ours, when we believe in

Him. This is sufficient to cover our iniquities, and to
give us confidence in approaching to God)” (p. 66).
This article was also quoted later to prove that “the
experience and assurance of justification in one’s
consciousness is justification, and justification is by
faith alone in Christ alone” (p. 69).
I am convinced that your concern about the
phrase and your understanding that the only instrument is faith, and the only ground is Christ, was
exactly that of Synod 2018.
You write that it seems simple and obvious. That
is another reason I am so thankful to God for the
decision of Synod 2018. It brought clarity and simplicity as it restored the proper use of the phrase “in
the way of.” We should not abandon that phrase

because it has been misused. Rather, we should
understand and confess it properly, and the decision
of Synod 2018 enables us to do just that.
The decisions of Synod 2018 require additional
study, and I hope that study is taking place among
members of our churches, including the young people
of our churches, for two reasons. First, to get this
wrong is to “compromise the gospel of Jesus Christ”
(Acts, 70), and this makes us redouble our efforts to
be careful when discussing our salvation. Second, a
proper understanding of these truths ensures that all
of the glory and praise for our salvation, including
our experience of fellowship with God, is given to
God, and his Son, Jesus Christ, alone.
Soli Deo gloria!

Prof. David J. Engelsma

The Belgic Lightning Bolt
Great events in the history of the church are bolts
of lightning from heaven. But they do not strike out
of a clear, blue sky on a sunny day. They flash from
storm clouds and are forecast by a darkening day.
Such was the case with the writing, and adoption
as a Reformed creed, of the Belgic Confession of
Faith. It was a lightning bolt of truth from heaven,
accompanied by a peal of the thunder of judgment
that shook the false church to its foundation and
resounded throughout the entire, then-known world.
The reverberations of the thunder of judgment are
heard and felt still today in North America, Europe,
South Africa, and other places wherever churches
that are Reformed in name and that once were
sound, and probably still have the Belgic Confession
as their creed formally, have fallen away from the
Reformed faith of the creed.
Out of skies that had been darkening for years and
that were filled with ominous thunderheads flashed
the lightning bolt that is the Belgic Confession.
As its name indicates, the Belgic, or Netherlands,
Confession was written in that part of Europe that
is now called Belgium. In those days, Belgium and
the Netherlands were one country. The country was
known simply as the “Lowlands,” or “Netherlands.”
Soon after the Belgic Confession was written, the
Lowlands became two distinct nations, Belgium and

the Netherlands. Despite the Belgic Confession, and
mainly due to fierce persecution of the Reformed
churches and believers, Belgium remained overwhelmingly Roman Catholic. The Netherlands, to
the north, was chiefly Protestant and Reformed. In
the Netherlands, the Belgic Confession was honored, indeed officially adopted as the creed of the
churches.
Indicating the force and extent of the great apostasy of these last days, the vast majority of Reformed
churches in the Netherlands today openly criticize
and reject the Belgic Confession and the truths of
the gospel that it teaches. Of the few others that still
profess to maintain the Confession, some fail vehemently to defend the creed and its doctrines.
In the years leading up to the writing of the Belgic
Confession, the Lowlands was Roman Catholic
in religion. The rulers were Roman Catholic. The
Spanish empire dominated. Spain was vehemently
and viciously Roman Catholic. The large nation
of France, which bordered the Lowlands and exercised powerful influence upon the Lowlands was
Roman Catholic. All Roman Catholic governments
persecuted the Protestants, especially the Reformed
Protestants. Reformed churches were outlawed.
Reformed preachers were jailed, tortured, and killed.
Cities populated by the Reformed were razed. The
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great history of the Netherlands by John Lothrop
Motley estimates that the number of Protestants in
the Netherlands who were killed at that time by the
Roman Catholic powers were some 100, 000—men,
women, and children.
This history of persecution confronts each of us
with the question, “Do I honor and love the Belgic
Confession so, that I would shed my life’s blood for
my confession of it?” This is to ask whether we truly
honor and love the gospel of grace.
In this historical setting, God caused the writing
of the Belgic Confession. Out of such storm clouds,
the lightning of the truth of the gospel of Jesus
Christ flashed.
It pleased God then, as always throughout the
history of the church, to flash his bolt by means of
a man, fundamentally by one man (which is also
God’s usual way). The man was Guido de Bres
(pronounced: Geedo de Bray). He was one of the
truly great men of God in the history of the church.
He ranks with Luther and Calvin—a German, a
Frenchman, and a Netherlander. de Bres was the son
of ardent Roman Catholics in what is now Belgium.
God converted him from the Roman Catholicism in
which he was reared by the reading of the Bible and
the reading of Reformed books and pamphlets that
were being distributed throughout Europe (contrary
to the edicts of the authorities, who would kill the
pamphleteers if they would catch them).
This aspect of the history of the Belgic Confession
ought to encourage Beacon Lights and the RFPA to
be zealous in writing and spreading abroad their publications, as also to be distinctive and antithetical in
the content of the writings. de Bres was not won to
the Reformed faith by writings that downplayed the
difference with Rome and that were compromised
by a desire for ecumenical relations with the false
church. In those days, the faithful defenders of the
faith were polemical, that is, fighting, contenders for
the faith. The lightning bolt of truth was not a piddling discharge, but a glorious, even awesome, flash.
Called and qualified by the Spirit of truth in a
special way (that time was an extraordinary coming
of the kingdom of God), de Bres began preaching the
gospel of grace as confessed by the Reformed faith.
Immediately, he became the object of the hatred of
the Roman authorities, who determined to murder
this man of God. More than once, he had to flee
his home and homeland to escape his foes. On one
occasion, his persecutors burned de Bres’ home and
library (his library!), and de Bres himself in effigy,
he barely escaping with his life. He spent about two
years with Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland. During
10
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this time, he studied under Prof. Calvin in a kind
of seminary training. This helped de Bres become
a better preacher. It would serve also to prepare
de Bres to express the Reformed faith in the Belgic
Confession. In the Belgic Confession, we owe much,
indirectly, to John Calvin.
Again and again, at the risk of his life, de
Bres would return to the Lowlands, to preach to
thousands who had been converted to Reformed
Christianity and who wanted, more than anything
else, Reformed preaching.
On one of his stays in Belgium, in 1561, de Bres
wrote the Confession. He wrote it in French. Almost
at once, it was translated into Dutch. Soon thereafter, it was translated into German. Later, it was
also translated into Latin, the language of the theologians of the world. Thus, the creed spread over
all the world and among all Christian churches.
An English translation was published in 1689. This
is basically the translation used in the Protestant
Reformed Churches.
A Reformed synod adopted the Confession as
the official creed of Reformed Christianity in the
Lowlands as early as 1566. The international synod
of Dordt (1618–1619) made it the authoritative creed
of Reformed churches worldwide. It is today one of
the three confessions of the faith of the Protestant
Reformed Churches, as also of other Reformed
churches, worldwide. Every officebearer is bound by
it. Every member should know it, learn from it, and
confess the truths contained in it. The Reformed
churches recognize the Belgic Confession as the
work of the Spirit of truth in a special way, the way
of guiding the church into all truth (John 16:13).
A response to this special issue of Beacon Lights
ought to be that every young person reads the Belgic
Confession. Let him or her keep in mind as he or she
reads that the Confession was written in blood.
Not long after writing the Belgic Confession, in
1567, de Bres was captured, tortured, and killed by
the Roman Catholic enemies of himself and of the
gospel that de Bres confessed. He was only 45. He
left behind a young widow (to whom he could be
married for only seven years and whom he warned
beforehand of the likelihood of his martyrdom at
a young age when they married) and five young
orphans. His letters from prison to his soon-tobe-widowed young wife and to his mother, just
before his death, at first moves even the most stoical reader to tears and then lifts his soul up to the
portal of heaven. I have translated the letters into
English in the first volume of my commentary on
the Confession.

The heavens were dark with storm clouds when
the Belgic Confession was written.
From these clouds, the lightning bolt of truth
flashed brightly.
The Belgic bolt flashes still today in those
Reformed churches that have the Belgic Confession
as their creed—and that faithfully confess and teach
it.
Still in a darkening day, out of ominous storm

clouds.
And still accompanied by the frightening roar of
the thunder of judgment.
Prof. Engelsma is emeritus professor of Dogmatics
and Old-Testament Studies at the Protestant
Reformed Seminary and author of a recently
published commentary on the Belgic Confession.

Rev. Nathan Langerak

The Doctrinal Approach of the Belgic
Confession
As a creed the Belgic Confession is doctrinal. It
is a book of doctrine. The doctrine of the Belgic
Confession is the doctrine of the word of God.
Scripture is a doctrinal book. It is the revelation of
the truth of God in Jesus Christ and contains all
that is necessary for the believer’s faith and life. Each
doctrine of Scripture is revealed throughout the
Bible. For instance God reveals the truth of creation
not only in Genesis 1 and 2, but also in the Law
of Moses, in the book of Isaiah, and other places
in Scripture. The doctrine of creation in the Belgic
Confession takes all those passages together and
summarizes what God’s word teaches. The Belgic
Confession does the same with the rest of the doctrines. It draws together the truth of some doctrine
from all of Scripture and summarizes that teaching.
The Reformed churches confess about the Belgic
Confession in the Formula of Subscription, “That
all the articles and points of doctrine…do fully
agree with the Word of God.” The Formula of
Subscription is found in the back of The Psalter. It
is a promise that every office-bearer makes about
the creeds. Because the creeds “fully agree” with the
word of God, the office-bearer promises to teach and
defend that doctrine and not to contradict it in any
way. Because the Belgic Confession is the doctrine of
Scripture, it contains the truth that a believer must
know for his comfort and salvation.
The Belgic Confession organizes the doctrine
according to the ancient division of doctrine known
as the six loci of Reformed doctrine. The Latin word
loci is the plural of locus. That word means a topic.

There are six main topics of Reformed doctrine. The
Belgic Confession treats all the main doctrines of
the Reformed faith under six topics. Organizing the
doctrine in this way the Belgic Confession is different from the Heidelberg Catechism which develops
Reformed doctrine under the theme of comfort.
Being a nearly complete treatment of doctrine, the
Belgic Confession is different from the Canons of
Dordrecht, which focus narrowly on the truth of
salvation. Because of its completeness and the way
that the Belgic Confession organizes the doctrine, it
is called a systematic creed.
The first topic is theology, the study of the doctrine of God. Sometimes the word theology refers
to the study of doctrine generally. All of doctrine is
the study of God even when the subject is creation,
man, the church, or salvation because all of creation,
time and history, man, salvation, the church, and
then finally the end of all things are the works of
God. But in the topic of theology the church studies God himself as he revealed himself in Scripture.
Central to the confession of the truth of God in the
Confession is that God is triune. This doctrine takes
up the majority of the Belgic Confession’s section on
theology. The Belgic confession treats this doctrine
in Articles 8–11.
The second subject is anthropology, or the study
of man. This includes the truth of the creation of
the world, the creation of man, the fall, man’s total
depravity, and God’s providential government of
the world. The Belgic Confession explains this in
Articles 12–15. The Belgic Confession’s explanation
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of man’s total depravity and absolute inability to
do or to will the good was central to the Reformed
faith’s controversy with Rome. Rome taught that
man has a free will. That man is totally depraved is
basic to the confession that salvation is all of grace
and all the work of God. The condition of the man
whom God saves by grace is hopeless, and his salvation is wholly a wonder of grace in which God raises
the dead.
The third topic is Christology, or the study
of Christ. This is the beginning of the Belgic
Confession’s treatment of the wonderful work of
God’s grace to save his people from their sins. The
Belgic Confession explains the truth about Christ in
Articles 16–21. The Belgic Confession appropriately
begins this subject with an article on election. That
teaches that Christ himself was not an afterthought
by God, but God created all things and controlled
the fall of man into sin in order to reveal his saving
grace in Christ. Further, the Belgic Confession
begins with election to impress on us that the whole
work of salvation must be understood in relationship to election. Election is the fountain of every
saving good. God saves those and those only who
are appointed to salvation. The Belgic Confession
has only the barest confession regarding election and
reprobation. The fuller confession of the doctrine is
found in the Canons of Dordrecht.
The fourth topic is soteriology or the study of salvation. We must understand the word salvation to
mean the application to the elect by the work of the
Holy Spirit of all the benefits that Christ merited on
the cross. Christ also saved his people at the cross.
At the cross he fully accomplished salvation for his
elect as the Belgic Confession says in Article 21, “this
only sacrifice, once offered, by which believers are
made perfect forever.” That salvation accomplished
by Christ must come into the possession of God’s
elect people. This is the truth of soteriology. The
Belgic Confession explains this doctrine in Articles
22–26.
The fifth subject of doctrine is ecclesiology, or the
study of the church. This is the largest section in the
Belgic Confession taking up nearly a quarter of its
entire length. In addition to the serious controversy
that the Reformed churches had with Rome over the
matter of salvation, they had a closely related controversy over the doctrine of the church. Rome taught
that the institute of Rome was the only church and
denied that the church is the elect body of Christ.
Rome was a hierarchy ruled from the top down by
the pope and she denied the office of all believer and
12
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the equality of local churches and office-bearers.
Rome’s false doctrine of the church was the toxic
environment conducive to the flourishing of Rome’s
false doctrine about salvation. Hierarchy and heresy
are close friends.
The Belgic Confession explains the truth of the
church in Articles 27–36. Central to the Belgic
Confession’s doctrine of the church is the confession
that the church is the company of the predestinated,
the elect body of Christ. This church of Christ is
manifested in local true churches of Jesus Christ
ruled by elected office bearers—not popes, bishops,
and priests, but ministers, elders, and deacons. The
Belgic Confession maintains that outside of membership in a true church of Jesus Christ in the world
there is no salvation.
A bit strange to us the Belgic Confession includes
the doctrine about civil government in the section on
the church. The Reformers nearly to a man taught
that it was the duty of the government to establish
the true church in the world. With this teaching of
the Belgic Confession—and only this teaching—we
may disagree because early in the 20th century the
Reformed churches attached a footnote to the Belgic
Confession disagreeing with this point. This also
teaches us that while the creeds teach the doctrine
that is binding on the Reformed believer they are
always subject to the test of Scripture and may be
changed if the churches deem that necessary.
The sixth topic is eschatology or the study of
the end times. The Belgic Confession treats this in
Article 37. The doctrine of the end times was not
well developed at the time of the Reformation. The
main point that the Reformation recovered about the
end of the world and the coming of Christ is that the
coming of Christ is the object of the believer’s hope.
Because of its false doctrine of works righteousness
Rome made the coming of Christ the object of terror
for the believer. False doctrine about salvation that
makes salvation partly the work of man always
destroys comfort, assurance, and hope. When the
Reformation recovered the truth that salvation is
all of God’s grace, it also returned to the believer
his comfort, assurance, and hope, especially over
against the grand events of the coming of Christ
and the final judgment. Though its treatment of the
subject is brief, the Belgic Confession’s single article
contains all the basic truths about the end of the
world and impresses on us to look forward to that
day in hope and pray ardently for the quick coming
of Christ.
Beginning the creed there is also a section on the
knowledge of God including a large explanation

of the Scripture. The Belgic Confession teaches the
truth that is essential for all theology: God is knowable. God is known to us because he has revealed
himself. Without the act of God to make himself
known to us there would be no knowledge of God
and no theology. God makes himself known in creation. This revelation of God is incomplete because
it lacks Christ. This revelation of God does not give
saving knowledge of God. God purposes by this revelation to leave man without excuse for his idolatry,
unthankfulness, and failure to worship God. The
full, complete, and saving revelation of God is Jesus
Christ. We know him from the sacred Scripture. The
Bible is the only source of all right doctrine and true
knowledge of God.
The form of the Belgic Confession teaches that
the truth of Scripture must be systematized. That
means that the truths that Scripture reveals must
be organized in a logical fashion. The truth of God
can be systematized because it is logical and does
not contain any contradictions. This idea about the
truth of Scripture is attacked. Today the thinking is
that the truth is paradoxical. What is meant by paradoxical is not an apparent contradiction which can
and must be resolved, but that the truth is entirely
contradictory. So it is taught as profound theology
that God loves and desires to save all men and there
is election and reprobation, that God is three Persons

and one Person, or that the Three Persons of the
Trinity are all coequal and the Son is subordinate
to the Father and the Spirit subordinate to the Son.
These are irresolvable contradictions. Such contradictions make the truth of God unknowable. If in
the field of mathematics 2+2=4 and 2+2=6, then the
truth of what 2+2 equals is unknowable. When this
is done in theology, God is rendered unknowable.
In churches where these contradictions are taught,
the knowledge of God is taken away to the destruction of faith and godliness. The Belgic Confession
teaches in its very structure that the truth is one
harmonious whole without contradictions. The
truth can and must be arranged logically. By means
of this logical structure, God is known more and
more by the believer.
Its doctrinal content and order are the beauty
and the glory of the Belgic Confession as a creed. It
teaches the knowledge of God in his Son Jesus Christ,
whom to know is life eternal (John 17:3). There is no
grander subject that the believing young person can
study than the theology of the Belgic Confession. Its
doctrine is the truth of God as revealed in the sacred
scripture for our faith, salvation, and comfort.
Rev. Nathan Langerak is the pastor of Crete
Protestant Reformed Church in Crete, Illinois.

Book Review H. David Schuringa

A Solid Resource for the Great Transition
David. J Engelsma. The Belgic Confession: A
Commentary. Vols. I-II. Jenison: Reformed Free
Publishing Association, 2019. Reviewed by H.
David Schuringa.
Although at this moment you may not sense
an inner call to become a minister, or the wife of
a minister, you have a calling to be an “armchair
theologian.” That endearing term conveys that in
whatever area of life you will serve, you should
keep growing, relentlessly, as an informed member
of Christ’s church, in your knowledge of God. For
such a time as this, Prof. Engelsma’s new books on
the Belgic are a go-to resource.
We hold dear the Heidelberg Catechism and

TULIP (The Canons of Dordt), as well as the Belgic
Confession which comprises our most comprehensive confession. The doctrines of the Word, God,
Christ, Salvation (the Holy Spirit), the Church, and
the End Times outline its contents. Engelsma’s sound
exposition unwraps the gospel gifts there in all their
richness.
Whether in high school, college, or already
enrolled in the school of hard knocks, before you
know it, you are on your own, and the buck stops
with you. As you vacate the nest of your parents
and climb from the cradle of your church (to take
your place at the Lord’s Table), you become aware
of Babylon’s delicacies that taste different than what
you were fed within the safety of the Walls of Zion.
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So, like the author, you need your theological
ducks in a row.
A Universal Flood
With today’s www information flood, you have
not been entirely “protected” from strange fire. At
least, I am unaware of internet filters that catch and
kill harmful doctrine. Even now, you may sometimes
even secretly wonder what the truth is, really.
In the universities, some, not all, professors consider it their mission to chip away at the faith once
and for all delivered to the saints. And there’s the
rub, because you may find yourself admiring your
teachers as they shower you with their knowledge,
impress you with their compelling presentations and
perhaps even don religion, but “from the teeth out,”
as the Dort Scholars put it.
I had many excellent profs, but I retain a measure
of sorrow that after my first year in college I came
home a bit cocky, quite sure I knew better than my
covenant parents and our rock-solid minister. I came
to my senses, mind you, and the older I get the more
stupid I look in that first chapter of “enlightenment.”
Fact is, one day in my Kampen study working on
a dissertation, I dropped to my knees in humiliation.
Struck that, for all my degrees, my long-deceased
grandmother, with her Dutch brogue and sixthgrade education, had known more about “higher”
education than me.
In essence, what Engelsma writes was already in
grandma’s heart.
A life-raft for still living that Faith of our Fathers,
the new commentary will keep your feet upon the
rock and your head above troubled waters. Whether
from the world, the devil or your own sinful flesh,
there is no tempest to whack you that is not in some
way covered in this historic confession. Engelsma’s
grasp of the doctrines taught in the Belgic, and also
of notions not matching up to its tried and true standard, feeds the mind and proves to saints that all
God has revealed in his word is true.
Aggressive Love
Prof. Engelsma’s works are sometimes viewed as
somewhat aggressive as he takes on opposing views.
Personally, I have not found him ever to argue ad
hominem but always rightly dividing the word of
truth. His polemicizing is bathed in a passionate
love for the word and the flock of God.
I trust you know this: chipping away at the truth
always begins with short-changing the authority
of scripture. Why? Because an unregenerate heart
cannot stand the sight of that golden chain linked
14
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from Genesis to Revelation: the sovereignty of God
which grants arrogant mankind, including us, no
hope without him. And by hacking away at these
principles, one eventually turns up his nose at the
blood atonement of Christ itself, thus shredding
scripture into little more than confetti for culture’s
parades.
Too harsh? The leaping away from what is right,
right before our eyes, is aimed at demolishing the
entire Christian edifice. For Christians who buy into
this program, their faith-house of cards collapses.
With an imperfect word, a less-than-omnipotent
God and an impotent cross, there is nothing left but
pixie dust of precious memories.
So, small wonder Prof. Engelsma flexes some
muscle. All truth is related so that when you hedge at
one point, truth itself is on the line. Do the shameful
and irrational banners of society’s defiance come as
a surprise when truth is a matter of personal interpretation, what today I feel, but then isn’t actually
accessible and probably nonexistent?
On Your Own Not Your Own
Truth is, a Joshua 24 step of faith summons you,
and not just once: will it be everlasting God or postmodern idols? Sure, you will be swimming against
the current, likely get trashed, and not get emailed
for interviews. They burned our spiritual forefathers
at the stake for this stuff, you know, so if we get
tweaked on Twitter, who gives a rip?
Just keep digging, with unceasing thanks for the
Spirit’s work within, as you will never begin to probe
the depths before the King descends in all his glory.
And while you’re at it, during this exciting period of
life-transition, why not let Prof. Engelsma be your
professor of theo-logos, the study of God?

And while the official preaching and
sacraments are the primary means of
grace for strengthening that costly,
tender relationship, this twin-set
penned by a life-long servant rises so
far above any secondary means that
a believer not having them in reach
would be missing the boat.
On the one hand, as you comb through this commentary, I hope that sometimes it snags, sometimes
it stings, sometimes even makes you angry, because
you do need to learn to think for yourself. On the
other hand, may it magnify a bulwark never-failing,

a GPS for the narrow path and…heartfelt comfort.
That’s because, well, you are almost on your
own, but by grace will never be your own, right?
The precious Bride of Christ forever belongs to her
faithful Bridegroom. And he is preparing a place in
a house with many mansions.
And while the official preaching and sacraments
are the primary means of grace for strengthening

that costly, tender relationship, this twin-set penned
by a life-long servant rises so far above any secondary means that a believer not having them in reach
would be missing the boat.
Dr. David Schuringa is a Reformed theologian living
in West Michigan.

Devotional Abby Van Solkema
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“press toward the mark…”
(Philippians 3:14)
October 8

Read John 18

In verse 4 of this chapter we read that Jesus, despite
knowing what the future would hold for him, “went
forth” when the band of soldiers sought him. Jesus
went forth willingly. He was well aware of the depth
of suffering that awaited him, and still he readily
submitted to being arrested. Jesus also went forth
authoritatively. As the Son of God, he could have
easily destroyed all of the soldiers in an instant. The
fact that the soldiers all fell back when he declared,
“I am” (v. 6) is evidence of the unlimited power
that Jesus held in restraint. At all times he was in
complete control of the situation. And Jesus went
forth in love. Even during his arrest he shows loving
concern for his disciples’ safety by making sure that
they were not arrested as well.
Our Savior willingly went forth to the cross with
love and authority to save his elect children from
their sins. In doing so, he also brought glory to himself. As we go forth into this wicked world, we must
endeavor to show thankfulness for our salvation by
glorifying him in everything that we think, say, type,
and do. Sing or pray Psalter #163.
October 9

Read John 19

Human authority is temporarily granted to people
by God for certain periods of time while they are
on this earth. God grants this power not just to
Christians, but also to the enemies of the church in
order to fulfill his purposes. For example, in this
text he gives Pontius Pilate the authority to sentence

Jesus to death. But whether those who have been
given power are using it for good or evil, to glorify
God or glorify themselves, God is still sovereign over
it all. In Romans 13:1 we are reminded, “There is no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained
of God.” There is not one single molecule of the
universe that is outside of his control.
Jesus submitted to the judgment of Pontius Pilate
because he recognized that it was according to
God’s will. We are also called to submit to those
whom God has placed in authority over us (unless
they are commanding us to sin). Remember that
even ungodly heads of state and employers are part
of God’s perfect plan and sovereign will for our lives.
Sing or pray Psalter #165.
October 10

Read Matthew 28

At the very end of Matthew’s gospel account we
read what is known as the “Great Commission.”
After reminding his disciples of the authority that he
has to make this command, Jesus instructs them to
spread the message of the gospel to all nations. Was
this a mandate only for Jesus’ disciples? Or does it
apply to churches today as well? And do these words
apply to you personally?
The end of verse 20 shows us that this command
is not just for the disciples, but for the church of all
ages. And when we evaluate these verses in light of
the entire Bible, it is clear that the Great Commission
is a directive to each individual believer as well. This
is not to say that everyone is called physically to be
a missionary. But every Christian must speak the
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gospel locally to those with whom they come into
contact as they faithfully carry out their daily calling at work, school, or home. And we must assist
those whose vocation is to spread the gospel globally
by keeping them in our prayers and supporting them
financially. Sing or pray Psalter #168.
October 11

Read Mark 16

A lack of physical baptism does not necessarily
mean that a person has no salvation. But if baptism
is only an outward sign of the actual reality of our
salvation, why is it so important? Belgic Confession,
Article 33 tells us that the sacraments (holy baptism
and the Lord’s supper) are “visible signs and seals
of an inward and invisible thing, by means whereof
God worketh in us by the power of the Holy Ghost.”
Along with the preaching of the word, God uses
these sacraments as means of grace. Therefore, our
churches continue to baptize infants of believers and
newly converted adult believers today.
The power is not in the actual sacraments, but
in the faith that the Holy Spirit works in the hearts
of those who witness them. Just as children’s books
have artwork that helps young children to understand the story as you read it to them, baptism
served as an illustration to the new converts of the
spiritual reality that was taking place. That is why
it was so important for those who believed to be
baptized. Sing or pray Psalter #174.
October 12

Read Luke 24

In verse 27 we read about Jesus explaining to his
disciples how all of scripture points to him. Do
you think about Jesus when reading the Bible, even
when reading the Old Testament? Too often when
we read the Bible we like to make it about us, but
it really is not. In order to study scripture well, we
must first thoroughly understand what the passage
has to do with Jesus and how it applies to him. And
only after we understand that can we ask, “How
does this apply to my life?”
Jesus is central to the message of the entire Bible.
He is the main character of every book. He is the
fulfillment of all of God’s promises. Therefore every
little piece of scripture must be read in light of the
big picture of the gospel. In verse 45 Jesus removes
the disciples’ spiritual blindness so that they are able
to understand the truth of scripture. We must pray
that he will do the same for us: that he will shine in
our hearts “to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).
Sing or pray Psalter #177.
16
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October 13

Read John 20

Just as Thomas did, we may find it difficult sometimes to believe in something that we cannot see. It
is easy to be overcome by the things we can see, such
as the sin and brokenness of this world. And then
the doubt begins to creep in. Is God really good?
Is everything that happens really part of his perfect
plan? Am I really a child of God? Thomas had
been completely overwhelmed by seeing his beloved
Savior crucified, and he began to doubt that Jesus
could fulfill his promises and rise from the dead.
Although experiencing periods of doubt is understandable, it is still sinful. We must repent of our
unbelief and ask God to open our eyes of faith.
What we see through the eyes of faith is much more
important than what we see with our physical eyes.
Faith gives us confidence in the knowledge of the
unseen that we find in scripture. And what God
reveals to us in his word does not lead to sadness
and doubt, but to the assurance of our salvation and
unspeakable joy. Sing or pray Psalter #182.
October 14

Read John 21

When something excites us, we are eager to tell
others about it. If we discover a great new restaurant, finally get that adorable puppy we always
wanted, or travel to an amazing place, we do not
hesitate to share it. We talk about it enthusiastically
to our friends and co-workers, and we take pictures
to share with our friends and family on social media.
But do you have the same eagerness to share the
gospel with others?
Peter was very upset about and aware of his public
denial of Jesus. His ministry was motivated by the
fact that he had been forgiven so great a sin. When
we spend time in the word, we are also reminded of
the depth of our sin and the beauty and wonder of
our salvation, a gift of God’s grace. What is more
exciting than that? How can a sinner who is saved
by grace not share the gospel with everyone that he
meets? Sing or pray Psalter #186.
October 15

Read Acts 1

The book of Acts, which was also written by Luke,
picks up where his gospel account left off. It provides details of how Jesus Christ continued his ministry from heaven by means of his disciples’ response
to the Great Commission. Acts is the first work of
church history that was ever penned, recording the
first thirty years of the early church’s existence. Why
is it so important for us to learn about these early

years of the church, or really any church history?
First, we must study church history so that we
do not repeat the same doctrinal errors over and
over again. Learning about how our forefathers
dealt with false doctrine can help us to identify and
combat teachings that are contrary to the truth of
scripture. Second, we must study church history to
remind us of God’s continuing faithfulness to his
people. Evidences of his past grace are a guarantee that he will certainly fulfill his promises in the
future, because God does not change. And third,
studying church history surrounds us with a “cloud
of witnesses,” giving us the motivation to persevere
and “run with patience the race that is set before us”
(Heb. 12:1). Sing or pray Psalter #188.
October 16

Read Acts 2

It is interesting to note that the very first event of
church history recorded after the pouring out of
the Holy Spirit is Peter’s sermon. In fact, apostolic
preaching is central to the entire book of Acts. It was
the chief means by which new converts were called
to faith. The preaching of the word also served to
strengthen and mature the faith of existing believers
by providing them with spiritual nourishment.
The message of the gospel serves the same purpose in the church today as well. This is why preaching must be central to both our worship services and
mission work. Many churches have greatly reduced
the sermon portion of their worship service and
allowed music or other things to take center stage.
But God has ordained to reveal himself to his people
mainly by his word. Therefore this word must be
at the heart of our worship services in the form of
expository gospel preaching. “So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17). Sing or pray Psalter #192.
October 17

Read Acts 3

Peter used the miraculous healing of the lame man
at the gate of the temple as an opportunity to teach
the people about the divinity of Jesus. He healed the
man “in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth” (v. 6)
and went on to point out in his sermon that the same
Jesus who walked on this earth, whom the Jews had
crucified, was the resurrected Lord by whose power
they could perform these miracles. Peter proclaimed
to the people that even though they had rejected
Jesus, there was still hope. He urged them, “Repent
ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out” (v. 19).
Peter and John could have very easily used their

God-given healing powers to gain adoration and
accolades from the people. But instead they used
them to glorify God and spread the gospel. Do
you glorify what God has done in your life in the
way that you speak and type? Or do you use your
achievements as occasions to collect glory for yourself? Sing or pray Psalter #194.
October 18

Read Acts 4

The message of the gospel is offensive to so many
people today. The consensus of the general public is
that everyone has the right to believe whatever they
want. Christians who claim that their religion is
the only true religion are called intolerant or bigots.
But the Bible makes clear that there are not many
different paths to salvation. There is one right path,
and if you are not on it, you are on the wrong path.
The right path is faith in Jesus’ name. The wrong
path is faith in anything else, whether it be Buddha,
Mohammed, or yourself and your works.
Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by
me.” By the name of Jesus Christ the lame man had
been healed, and his name is the only name that has
the power to save us from our sins. “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12). Sing or pray Psalter #201.
October 19

Read Acts 5

In the first few chapters of Acts, we have read about
how the early church dealt with persecution and it
made them stronger and more unified. But now they
face a threat from inside, the threat of hypocrisy.
This was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira. They
were motivated by the approval of man instead of
the approval of God. They projected a false image
of spirituality and thought they could deceive both
man and God.
The sudden deaths of these two members of the
church were undoubtedly shocking to all those
who heard the story. They may have wondered if it
was really necessary for God to kill them for such
a “small” sin. But by killing Ananias and Sapphira,
God was protecting his fledgling church. He was
making it clear that true holiness is a requirement for
God’s people and that hypocrisy is no small matter.
We can find hope in the fact that God is determined
to save his people and preserve their eternal life,
even if it is at the expense of their earthly lives. Sing
or pray Psalter #205.
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October 20

Read Acts 6

As the church grew, it became clear that the apostles
could no longer handle all of the duties associated with this large community of believers. They
appointed several deacons to assist them in caring
for the poor and widows so that the apostles could
focus on their central calling—to preach the gospel.
Stephen was one of these men. He is praised in scripture as having a good reputation and being full of
the Holy Spirit and wisdom. And Stephen was faithful to his calling even in the midst of persecution.
These are all necessary characteristics for a good
leader in the church.
Being an office-bearer is not an easy task. Our
elders and deacons may not currently be in danger
of losing their lives like Stephen was, but they do
have to make sacrifices in order to carry out their
calling faithfully. We should be thankful for the
godly, faithful office-bearers that God has given us
and pray for them often.
Young men, do you desire to be an office-bearer
in the future? Just as we take note of Stephen, learn
from the wise, older men in your church. Notice
areas where you are lacking, and ask God to help
you grow spiritually so that you will be able to serve
the church well. Sing or pray Psalter #207.
October 21

Read Acts 7

Israel was God’s chosen people. They were privileged
to be able to read God’s word and learn about it from
the prophets and priests. Yet in verse 51 Stephen calls
them “uncircumcised in heart and ears.” The Jews
prided themselves on their circumcision and obedience to the law, but inwardly they were no better
than the Gentiles. Although they outwardly had the
marks of God’s people, their hearts remained hard
and unchanged. As their fathers before them had
rejected God’s messengers and even Christ himself,
they rejected Stephen’s gospel message and stoned
him.
Have you grown up in a Christian home and
attended a true church from a very young age?
Have you been learning about the precious truths
of the gospel since childhood? You are spiritually
privileged. Be thankful for your Christian heritage,
but be careful not to put your trust in it. Instead,
place your trust in your Savior, “In whom also ye
are circumcised with the circumcision made without
hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh
by the circumcision of Christ” (Col. 2:11). We all
need the grace of God to soften our hearts and turn
them towards him. Sing or pray Psalter #210.
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October 22

Read Acts 8

The Holy Spirit often gave the apostles and other disciples the power to do miracles in order to authenticate them as messengers of God’s truth. When Philip
went into Samaria to preach the gospel, Simon (a
former sorcerer) was so impressed with his signs
and miracles that he believed and was baptized. But
the verses following indicate that Simon’s belief was
motivated by selfish desires, not true faith.
Simon was guilty of the sin of pride. He desired
spiritual power for personal gain and admiration
from the people, not for the glory of God. He
thought he could purchase these spiritual gifts, but
they are only given by grace. The term “simony” is
still used to describe the sinful practice of buying
and selling church offices or privileges. It is not clear
from the text whether Simon repented or not, but if
we recognize similar sins of pride and worldliness in
our hearts we need to repent and seek forgiveness.
The blessing of God is so much more important than
money or the esteem of men. Sing or pray Psalter
#214.
October 23

Read Acts 9

There was nothing in Paul, no redeeming characteristics, that would give God a reason to choose him.
Not only was he not seeking Jesus; he was actively
trying to destroy the church. Yet in God’s divine
providence he was using this experience to prepare
this “chosen vessel” (v. 15) for his calling to be an
apostle to the Gentiles. John Newton, who penned
the familiar hymn “Amazing Grace,” had a similar
experience to Paul. He went from being a slave
trader to being a clergyman. He wrote, “Amazing
grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like
me!”
Unconditional election is not just an abstract doctrine, but the experience of the apostle Paul, John
Newton, and every single believer. God does not
recognize any good in his people that persuades him
to save them. Rather, he chooses them based on his
perfect will and good pleasure. To claim any responsibility for our election for ourselves is to rob God
of his full glory. What a comfort that our salvation
does not depend on us, but solely on the gracious,
sovereign decision of God! Sing or pray Psalter #217.
October 24

Read Acts 10

It was always God’s plan to call his people from all
the nations of the world. It was not simply a “Plan
B” after the Jews rejected him. Passages from the

Old Testament such as Genesis 12:3, Exodus 19:6,
and Isaiah 49:6 make that clear. But here in Acts
10 the first act of the gospel being brought to the
Gentiles is recorded after God sends Peter a vision
that directs him to share the gospel with Cornelius,
a Roman centurion.
Peter preaches that “God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (vv.
34–35). And if God does not show partiality, then
we should not either. John 17:21 reminds us that we
are all one in Christ. The body of Christ is made up
of people from all cultures, all skin colors, all social
ranks, and all income levels. How can you cross
cultural barriers and fight against any subconscious
prejudices that you have in order to share the gospel
with others? Sing or pray Psalter #220.
October 25

Read Acts 11

Have you ever wondered where the name “Christian”
came from? Acts 11 gives us a direct answer to that
question. According to verse 26, the disciples were
first called Christians at Antioch while Paul and
Barnabas were preaching and teaching there. The
name “Christian” means “like Christ.” While it was
originally meant as a derogatory term, to be told
that you are living like Christ is actually high praise
for a believer. To share in the reproach of Christ on
this earth is a badge of honor.
The term “Christian” is only mentioned two
other times in the Bible (Acts 26:28 and 1 Pet. 4:16).
Although the early church did not choose this name
for themselves or use it widely, as time went on it
was embraced. A willingness to be called a Christian
shows a willingness to say along with Paul and
Timothy, “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain” (Phil. 1:21). The name “Christian” expresses
the privileged relationship of a child of God to our
Savior—we are his. Sing or pray Psalter #222.
October 26

Read Acts 12

James, the brother of John, was the first one of the
apostles to be martyred. We read in Acts 12 that
he was imprisoned and killed by Herod Agrippa.
Although James was in earthly prison and died a
humble death by the sword, we know that he was
immediately taken up into heavenly glory. Revelation
14:13 says, “Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord…that they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them.”
In contrast, Herod lived a very desirable life on
this earth. As a king he had power, authority, and

great wealth. He enjoyed feasts and being clothed in
royal apparel. The people treated him like a god. But
as soon as God decided that it was time for Herod
to die, all this earthly glory did him no good. He
was eaten by worms and doomed to spend eternity
in hell.
Which of these scenarios sounds better to you?
Would you rather have earthly glory or glory in
heaven for eternity? Does the way that you live your
life reflect your answer? Sing or pray Psalter #223.
October 27

Read Acts 13

Although it was ultimately successful because many
Jews and Gentiles were converted, Paul’s first missionary journey was met with fierce opposition.
Verse 50 tells us, “But the Jews stirred up the devout
and honourable women, and the chief men of the city,
and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas,
and expelled them out of their coasts.” However,
that is to be expected, because the gospel is always
very divisive. It separates the righteous from the reprobate. If the gospel message was simply a tolerable
opinion that everyone could be okay with, it would
not be the true gospel.
The world is full of opposition to the church.
Psalm 2 says that “The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against
the Lord, and against his anointed” (v. 2). But
no opposition can ever hinder God’s divine purposes. Therefore, we must not let it affect our zeal
to spread the gospel. We must be bold despite the
consequences, because “Blessed are all they that put
their trust in him” (Ps. 2:12). Sing or pray Psalter
#224.
October 28

Read Acts 14

Paul and Barnabas showed appropriate horror when
they realized that the people of Lycaonia thought
they were gods who had come to visit the earth.
They literally tore their clothes at the blasphemy of
the situation and pleaded with the people to understand that they were merely men. Rather than accept
the worship of these people (which I am sure was
tempting to do after all of the opposition they faced),
their sole purpose was to point them to God.
Any pastor or church leader today should have
a similar reaction to parishioners who try to show
honor to them that should only belong to God. Some
examples of this would be following a pastor from
church to church or listening to his opinion even
if it is contrary to scripture. Can you think of any
other examples? There is only one God, and only he
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deserves our worship and allegiance. No mere man
is worthy of these things. Sing or pray Psalter #228.
October 29

Read James 1

Psalm 34:19 reminds us, “Many are the afflictions
of the righteous.” But how are we supposed to deal
with these afflictions? We may be tempted to complain about our problems or try to escape them by
immersing ourselves in the distractions of earthly
entertainment or mood-enhancing substances. But
James 1:2–4 calls us to take a different approach, to
see our trials as reasons for joy.
How can we be joyful even when we are experiencing difficult things? It is only possible by God’s
grace. He understands that trials give us great hardship, but his promises are even greater. Our heavenly
Father promises that all of our earthly afflictions
are for our profit. Our troubles are not random, but
purposeful.
He also promises that our suffering will bring
us closer to Christ and strengthen our faith. And
he promises that if we suffer with Christ on this
earth, we will most certainly be glorified with him
for eternity in heaven (Rom. 8:17). When we think
about our afflictions in the context of eternity, we
realize that they are momentary and light, even if
it doesn’t seem like it in the moment. Sing or pray
Psalter #230.
October 30

Read James 2

The book of James contains many sharp admonitions against those who desired to live an ungodly
life despite claiming to be Christians. In the first
section of chapter 2, the admonition is against discrimination, referring to those who allow a person’s
outward appearance to govern the way that they
treat them. Those who show this type of favoritism are more interested in maintaining their own
reputation and gaining the approval of others than
actually spreading the gospel.
Have you ever hesitated to approach a visitor to
your worship service because they were not dressed
in a way that you would consider “normal” for
church attendance? Or can you think of another
example of a time when you allowed a person’s
appearance to direct your actions? God does not
choose his people based on their outward appearance, so we must not judge people based on the way
that they look or dress either. “For the Lord seeth
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1
Sam. 16:7). Sing or pray Psalter #233.
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October 31

Read James 3

Our words are very powerful. They can be used to
show kindness, sympathy, and encouragement to
our fellow saints. Or one moment of slander can
destroy someone’s life, especially on the internet.
Our words are also very difficult to control because
they reflect our inward moral state, which is by
nature sinful. Regulating our tongues requires so
much self-control that if we were able to master it,
keeping our entire body from sin would be relatively
easy.
In the age in which we live, we must extend sins
of the tongue to include our digital words as well. It
is not just our tongues that we need to worry about,
but our thumbs. Pause and ask yourself these questions before you open your mouth or unlock your
phone: Does what you are about to say or type build
up others or tear them down? Does it promote unity
or cause unnecessary division? Does it glorify God
or glorify you? Pray earnestly for the ability to control the mighty power of your tongue and thumbs.
Sing or pray Psalter #237.
November 1

Read James 4

James 4 calls the believer to be humble in all aspects
of his life on this earth, but verses 11 and 12 focus
specifically on humility in regards to our fellow
believer. They warn about the sin of slander, which
is to speak against and damage the reputation of
another Christian. It is easy to convince ourselves
that it is okay to share negative information about
people with others as long as we know it is true.
The entire culture of the internet with things like
Wikileaks, Peeple, and even just social media in general reaffirms this belief. But even though we may be
exposing the truth, if it affects other people’s love
and respect for a fellow believer we should not be
sharing it.
As Christians, we are called to deal with the faults
of others in a very counter-cultural manner. We
must follow the pattern of Matthew 18 by confronting others in private and letting the church handle
the situation when necessary. “And above all things
have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8). Sing
or pray Psalter #240.
November 2

Read James 5

“Is any among you afflicted? let him pray” (v. 13).
Prayer is the one and only solution to all of life’s
problems. Prayer enables us to cast our cares on

God and gives us peace. It leads us to God’s word
and helps us to put our problems in perspective. Our
prayers have power because they are in the name of
Christ and show our reliance on him. God works
our prayers in us and uses them as a means to bless
his people and carry out his sovereign will.
Are you feeling too overwhelmed or spiritually
weak to pray? Ask others to pray for you. Do you
see a fellow saint struggling? Offer to pray for them.
We must not use the phrase “you are in my prayers”
lightly or say it without actually following through.
Pray for God to give his strength and Spirit to your
fellow saint who is suffering. Since Jesus is interceding for us in heaven, “Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16).
Sing or pray Psalter #242.
November 3

Read Acts 15

Acts 15 records the events of the Jerusalem Council.
The Jerusalem Council was an assembly of apostles
and elders who were meeting together to discuss a
pressing issue in the church at this time—whether
or not Gentile believers needed to be circumcised.
Looking back, we can recognize the two-pronged
attack that Satan was launching on the early church.
The false doctrine of the Judaizers was causing
people to doubt their salvation, as well as producing
strife and division in the church.
Satan is also on the attack in our churches today
as we deal with doctrinal differences and conflict
among believers. But we can take some lessons from
how the early church leaders handled themselves.
They met together to search the scriptures and kept
their discussions centered on God and his will. And
no one man decided what was right, but rather the
group came to a decision and everyone abided by
that decision, whether it was their idea or not. Pray
that God will give wisdom and humility to the leaders of your church so that they are able to handle
controversy in the right way. Sing or pray Psalter
#247.
November 4

Read Acts 16

In this chapter we are introduced to Lydia, a successful businesswoman from Thyatira. She is an outstanding example of someone making use of her gifts
and talents for the good of the church. After she was
converted as a result of hearing Paul’s preaching, she
used her gift of hospitality, as well as her financial
resources, to support those who were doing God’s

work by offering them food and lodging.
Often we are tempted to focus on or envy the talents of others, and we fail to see the unique gifts that
God has given us. Think about what you are good
at. (If you are not sure, ask someone who knows
you well.) What are you doing with these skills? The
same God who has given you these gifts and talents
will also equip you to use them properly. If you seek
him daily through prayer and reading his word, he
will direct you on how to use your unique abilities in
the service of the body of Christ for his glory. Sing
or pray Psalter #248.
November 5

Read Galatians 1

Paul’s authority as an apostle was under attack by
the Judaizers. He writes to the churches in Galatia
in order to defend his authority as an apostle and
to refute the error of justification by the law that
the Judaizers were teaching. You will notice in
these first chapters of Galatians how Paul defends
his apostleship in various ways and begins to warn
them against this apostasy.
False teachers can be very deceptive! Instead
of directly attacking the truth, they may try to
undermine the authority or character of those who
teach the truth. We must be on our guard against
this kind of deceitful behavior. False doctrine can
enter a church very rapidly. It is important for us to
know the gospel well (vv. 8–9) so that we are able
to recognize false doctrine and stamp it out quickly.
It should not be taken lightly! God has severe and
eternal punishment reserved for those who try to
lead his people away from the truth. Sing or pray
Psalter #251.
November 6

Read Galatians 2

In verse 20 we read Paul’s triumphant doxology. He
declares that Jesus Christ is his entire identity. He
does not define himself by what other people think
about him or by his own personal achievements.
Rather, he defines himself by his union with Christ.
This freed Paul from self-consciousness or feeling
like he was not good enough. His identity was not
defined by the sins that he had committed against
God’s people in the past, but by what Christ had
done for him on the cross.
When we are united by faith to Christ, he becomes
our identity. Where do you find your identity? Is it in
yourself or in Christ? Do you find yourself frequently
caught up in the bondage of self-consciousness?
Finding your identity in Christ as Paul did requires
the death of the idol of yourself. It can be difficult
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for our naturally self-centered hearts to comprehend
this idea. Freedom from self-consciousness does not
come from finally achieving your goals and becoming perfect, but from being united with Christ in his
death and raised with him to a new life of reliance
on God. Sing or pray Psalter #252.
November 7

Read Galatians 3

The language that Paul uses in verses 22 and 23
serves to emphasize the very real bondage that
comes from trying to keep the law in order to earn
our salvation. “Concluded” means to be shut up or
enclosed, and “kept” refers to the idea of being under
a military guard. Sin is our jailor. By nature we are
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all prisoners to sin because we cannot stop sinning.
We cannot look to the law to save us, because the
law is what put us in prison in the first place by
pointing out our sin and the punishment that we
deserve because of it.
The only one who can save us from the bondage and penalty of sin is Jesus Christ. When we are
blinded by our pride it can seem appealing to be able
to do something to “get right with God” rather than
helplessly relying on him for our salvation. But when
we study the law and the rest of scripture and realize
just how impossible that is, we clearly see that true
liberty comes only by faith in our Savior. Sing or
pray Psalter #253.

Little Lights Let It Shine!
Tricia Mingerink

The Psalter (3): The Genevan Psalter
The Wittenberg Hymnal was comprised of songs
that were inspired by the Psalms and other parts of
the Bible, but they were not as close to word-forword as possible. Nor did this songbook have a song
and tune for every Psalm in the Bible.
When John Calvin fled to Strasburg, Germany in
1538, he set out to make a psalter of his own. He
wrote a few songs but quickly learned his talents did
not lie in poetry and song writing. He turned to a
French court poet Clement Marot, who had already
written poems versifying many Psalms.

Versions of this songbook were published in 1539,
then 1542, and 1543, each time with more psalter
numbers. Theodore Beza took over versifying the
psalms from Clement Marot, who had died by
this time, while Maitre Pierre and Louis Bourgeois
helped with composing the tunes.
By 1551, it was published again. This edition had
the tune known as “Old 100th” that we still use
in our Psalter today (Psalter #268). By 1562, the
Genevan Psalter had songs and tunes for all 150
Psalms, the first complete Psalter. Only four years
later, in 1566, the Genevan Psalter made its way to
the Netherlands to be used by the growing Calvinist
churches there.

The Genevan Psalter had a huge impact on psalmsinging and congregational singing. Most modern
Psalters are inspired by the Genevan Psalter and
probably contain a number of melodies from it.
Tunes from the Genevan Psalter are very similar
to each other. They are written with a very simple
rhythm with only half notes and whole notes, with
a longer note at the end of the lines. Many in the
congregation back then would not have their own
printed songbook so the tunes had to be easy to sing
and memorize.
In our Psalter, numbers 189, 268, and 353 come
from the Genevan Psalter. But those are not the only
tunes that are from the Genevan Psalter. Psalter
numbers 414 to 432, a total of 18 tunes, are all tunes
that were originally written for the Genevan Psalter,
then used in the Dutch Psalter, before eventually
making their way into our Psalter.
In my church, we sing from Psalter 425 at a baptism, and this is one of the tunes from the Genevan
Psalter. When we sing this song, we can be reminded
of the many covenant generations that have sung
this same tune, though with different words and
different languages, for over 400 years.

Tricia is a member of Byron Center Protestant Reformed Church in Byron Center, Michigan.
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BAPTISMS
“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Mark 10:14
The sacrament of holy baptism was administered to:
Lucy Kathryn, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Nick &
Kathryn Elzinga—Byron Center, MI
Hannah Lea, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Erin
DeJong—Doon, IA
Julia Roelien, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ben &
Stephanie Tolsma—Edmonton, CAN
Connor Jameson, son of Mr. & Mrs. Kenton & Lisa
Kalsbeek—Grace, MI
Fallon Shepherd, son of Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Carly
Brands—Loveland, CO
Briggs Ryan, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nate & Megan
Tanis—Loveland, CO
Jude Garrison, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & Courtney
Bylsma—Redlands, CA
Harper Rose, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Todd &
Deanna Ferguson—Redlands, CA
Isaiah Fernando, adopted son of Mr. & Mrs. David
& Rebecca Dijkstra—Southeast, MI
Ezekiel Luther, son of Mr. & Mrs. Nathan & Nicole
Price—Southwest, MI

CONFESSIONS OF FAITH
“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven.” Matthew 10:32
Public confession of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ
was made by:
Ellie Regnerus—Doon, IA
Mitch Miedema—Georgetown, MI
Zach Schimmel—Georgetown, MI
Jacob Zylstra—Immanuel, Lacombe, CAN
Nicole Zylstra—Immanuel, Lacombe, CAN
Bro. Mateo Raquirag—Maranatha, Philippines
MARRIAGES
“For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be
our guide even unto death.” Psalm 48:14
Mr. Blake Kaptein and Miss Rhonda Boer—Byron
Center, MI
Mr. Jacob Dykstra and Miss Katelyn Bosveld—
Byron Center, MI
Mr. Jack McCool and Miss Kayla Glashower—
Georgetown, MI
Mr. Gys Huizenga and Miss Jillian De Boer—
Lynden, WA
Mr. Zach VanEngen and Miss Erin Kooiker—Peace,
IL
Mr. Devin Hiemstra and Miss Emily Schipper—
Southwest, MI
Mr. Jared Noorman and Miss Lydia Dykstra—
Trinity, MI

