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April 8  Read Ezekiel 21   

When you think of Jehovah, what image comes to mind? After reading this chapter, it will 
probably be that of a warrior with glittering sword in hand, ready for battle. The Lord does not 
only sit on a throne in heaven governing all things; he is also the commander of a mighty host. 
The sword of the Lord, representing his divine judgment, is described with very vivid language 
in this passage. And we see a physical representation of the judgment of God at this time in 
history in the sword of the king of Babylon.  

The sword of the Lord has terrible consequences for those against whom the Lord wields it, as 
evidenced by the prophecy against the Ammonites that is included in verses 28–32. But this 
sword also carries out what is ultimately best for the people of God, even if they don’t 
understand it at the time. Therefore, the intimidating figure of the Lord as a warrior, sword in 
hand, does not strike fear in our hearts. Instead our reaction is awe and praise. We are confident 
that the warfare of this present world will end in victory and eternal peace for God and his 
people. 

Sing or pray Psalter #407. 

April 9  Read Ezekiel 22   

Ezekiel 22 contains one of the longest catalogs of sins found anywhere in the Bible. These verses 
describe a defiled city that was given over to violence, idolatry, disrespect, slander, adultery, 
extortion, and every other sin that you can think of. The nation as a whole, including the leaders 
(both spiritual and political), had forgotten God and were doing what seemed right in their own 
eyes. Here God, the judge, brings their sins against them, and they are found guilty. Is there any 
hope for Jerusalem? 

Verse 30 reads, “And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand 
in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.” In Ezekiel’s day, 
no intercessor could be found. But when Jesus came, he was able to “stand in the gap” between 
God and his sinful, disobedient people.  Only one who is both human and divine could bridge 
this gap, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). 

Sing or pray Psalter #291. 

April 10  Read Ezekiel 23   

Ezekiel 23 continues the theme of the previous chapter by using a parable to further describe the 
sin of Israel and Judah. It contains a tale of two women—Aholah and Aholibah. Aholah 
represents the nation of Israel. She lusted after the Assyrians and defiled herself with them, and 
in turn God gave her over to the Assyrians as a slave. This was the judgment that had come upon 
the nation of Israel 150 years earlier. Aholibah, who represents the nation of Judah, fails to learn 



from her sister’s mistakes. She also turns her back on God and forms wicked relationships with 
the Assyrians, and then with the Babylonians too. Ultimately she becomes even more depraved 
than her sister (v. 11).  

Let the appalling, graphic language of this chapter serve as a warning to us of the true ugliness of 
sin. It is easy to convince ourselves that our sin isn’t so bad. The world around us even makes it 
look glamorous and appealing. But sin is nothing less than unfaithfulness to God and his 
covenant. If the history of Israel and Judah does not move us to repentance, we are destined to 
follow the same path to judgment. 

Sing or pray Psalter #336. 

April 11  Read Ezekiel 24   

You may recall that during his ministry Ezekiel was commanded by God to perform a few 
different symbolic actions in order to drive home the point of God’s message to the people. But 
here in chapter 24 we read about what might have been the most difficult of these symbolic 
actions to carry out. Ezekiel’s beloved wife dies from a stroke, and he is forbidden to mourn her 
in any way. Nevertheless, he faithfully obeys God’s direction. This lack of mourning was to 
serve as a sign to the people of how they should not mourn the destruction of Jerusalem while 
they are in captivity. No amount of mourning would be appropriate for the terrible loss that the 
nation suffered at the hands of the Babylonians.  

Has God ever called you to endure something that was extremely difficult? Has he withheld what 
you desired or sent an unexpected trial your way? Like Ezekiel, we can be assured that God has a 
purpose in whatever trials he sends us. God will always give sufficient grace so that his people 
are able to carry out what he commands them to do. 1 Corinthians 10:13 reminds us, “but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #9. 

April 12  Read Ezekiel 25   

The destruction of Jerusalem was not just a punishment for the Jews, but a warning to the 
surrounding Gentile nations as well. Ezekiel 25 begins a new section that contains messages of 
judgment specifically directed at these Gentile nations. All the nations mentioned in this chapter 
had clearly shown their hatred of the people of God in the past, and they took great delight in the 
downfall of Israel and Judah. For this, God promises that they will face judgment. 

What should our attitude be towards those who have fallen into sin and are facing the judgment 
of God? Should we take delight in their punishment like the heathen nations did in the defeat of 
Jerusalem? Should we pat ourselves on the back and feel superior? Certainly not! Our attitude 
must be one of both compassion and thankfulness. Matthew 5:44 reminds us to show love even 
to our enemies and to pray for them. When we remember that it is only by the grace of God that 
we are not on the path to eternal damnation right alongside them, we will be filled with gratitude 
instead of pride. 



Sing or pray Psalter #305. 

April 13  Read Ezekiel 26 & 27   

These two chapters of Ezekiel deal with God’s judgment specifically against the city of Tyre. 
While the nations mentioned in the previous chapter were being judged for their hatred of God’s 
people, the judgment against Tyre focuses on corrupt business practices. Tyre was a center of 
commerce and trade in this part of the world, and therefore a very affluent city.  

As God’s people suffered and struggled at the hands of the Babylonians, they must have 
wondered, why is God allowing the wicked people around us to be so prosperous? Do you ever 
wonder the same thing? Why does God allow musicians and actors that openly glorify sin to 
make millions of dollars, while some of God’s people struggle to provide for even the most basic 
needs of their families? It just doesn’t seem fair. 

The people of Tyre took great pride in their material wealth and even placed their trust in it. But 
when faced with the judgment of God, these things did not do them any good. Even if the wicked 
people around us seem to have an easier life now, these chapters remind us that their judgment is 
coming. “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
(Mark 8:36). 

Sing or pray Psalter #135. 

April 14  Read Ezekiel 28   

The king of Tyre held a position of great honor and power. Under his leadership, the city had 
reached increasing levels of prosperity. His wisdom and wealth made him feel invincible. In his 
mind, all these accomplishments made him more than just a mere man. He pridefully 
proclaimed, “I am a God” (v. 2). Yet despite his important position and seemingly perfect life, he 
was headed for a great fall—a harsh reminder of his mortality.  

A tendency towards pride exists in all of us. But as James 4:6 reminds us, “God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” Has God given you great success in a certain area of 
your life? Pray for the grace to remember that we are nothing apart from what God has made us. 
How could you use your God-given abilities in a way that brings glory to his name instead of 
your own? 

Sing or pray Psalter #136. 

April 15  Read Ezekiel 29  

In Ezekiel 29 our focus is shifted from Tyre to Egypt. The ancient Egyptians worshipped many 
different gods. Sebek, the crocodile god, was believed to be the protector of the land. Because of 
this belief, crocodiles were considered sacred and often mummified after they died. In verse 3, 
Ezekiel compares Pharaoh to a “great dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers.” This phrase 
most likely refers to a crocodile.  



But the next verse paints a very different picture of this supposedly sacred animal than one of 
worship or fierce protection. God promises that the crocodile will be hooked through the jaw and 
pulled up onto the dry land to be killed. By means of this illustration, the Lord makes clear that 
when he judges Egypt, he will humble their so-called gods. “And all the inhabitants of Egypt 
shall know that I am the LORD” (v. 6). It is just as foolish for us to place our trust in anything 
other than the one, true God as it was for the Egyptian people to trust in a crocodile god for 
protection. 

Sing or pray Psalter #153. 

April 16  Read Ezekiel 30   

Although all the prophecies of judgment in the book of Ezekiel would come to pass at their 
appointed times, they are foreshadowing the great judgment that will take place when God 
comes to judge the whole world as well. Therefore we can notice certain elements of Egypt’s 
judgment day that are also applicable to the final judgment day. First, the “day of the Lord” will 
be a day of darkness, signifying the stormy anger of Jehovah (vv. 3, 18). Second, it will be a day 
of great pain and anguish for the enemies of God (vv. 2, 4). And third, no one will be able to 
escape the effects of this judgment, as evidenced by the fact that cities all over Egypt are 
mentioned. “For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near” (v. 3). Just as Egypt’s 
downfall was imminent, in our day we are rapidly approaching the end of time. Are you prepared 
for the day of the Lord? 

Sing or pray Psalter #432. 

April 17  Read Ezekiel 31   

The prophecy against Egypt in Ezekiel 31 is in the form of a poem about a great tree, a “cedar in 
Lebanon” (v. 3). Ezekiel uses the nation of Assyria, who had been overthrown a century earlier, 
as an example of what was going to befall Egypt as well. The poem describes the greatness and 
strength of the tree in detail, even saying that it was statelier than all the trees in the garden of 
Eden. But even this majestic tree was no match for “the mighty one of the heathen” (v. 11). The 
great tree takes a great fall. It is cut off, and its branches are broken. 

The allegory of this prophecy served as a warning to those of Judah who still believed that Egypt 
would save them from Babylon. If a great tree such as Egypt would fall, what hope does a tiny 
stick like Judah have against the assault of Babylon? A similar warning comes to us as well. No 
one, no matter how great they are, can stand up against the power and wrath of God. 

Sing or pray Psalter #99. 

April 18  Read Ezekiel 32   

The last two prophecies against Egypt that are found in this chapter are in the form of laments for 
both Pharaoh and Egypt. In verse 18, God instructs Ezekiel to “wail” or mourn for these 
Egyptians as they face destruction. For the reprobate, death is not an escape from this wicked 



world, but a portal to everlasting punishment. Verses 24 and 25 speak of wicked men consciously 
bearing their shame in hell. What a terrible thing to face! 

When was the last time that you mourned for the lost? We should be careful not to take the 
promise of heaven for granted or become indifferent to the hopelessness of those who are facing 
eternal damnation. But for the grace of God, we would be facing the same judgment. Thinking 
about the state of the wicked should inspire us to share the gospel with compassion and pray 
earnestly for the souls of the lost. 

Sing or pray Psalter #301. 

April 19  Read Ezekiel 33   

Ezekiel 33 begins a new section of chapters that puts the focus back on the nation of Judah. In 
the first part of this passage, we read about how God has set Ezekiel in place to be the spiritual 
watchman for the nation. His duty is to warn them of approaching danger, and he has carried out 
this calling faithfully. Time and time again Ezekiel has warned the people that God’s judgment 
was coming in the form of the Babylonian army. But they refused to listen. 

It is also the responsibility of every believer to be a watchman and warn the world around us of 
the coming judgment. We are “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20) on this earth, and therefore 
will be held accountable for the witness that we bear to our neighbors. “(I)f thou dost not speak 
to warn the wicked from his way…his blood will I require at thine hand” is the strong warning 
that we read in verse 8. How can you take advantage of the opportunities that God has given you 
personally to spread the gospel? 

Sing or pray Psalter #273. 

April 20  Read Ezekiel 34   

The duty of a shepherd is to ensure the protection and well-being of those in his care. The 
spiritual and civil leaders of Judah are accused here of being unfaithful to their callings as 
shepherds of God’s people. We read in verses 2–4 that they were only concerned with their own 
profit. They lived a life of ease, while neglecting the needs of the flock. And they ruled harshly. 
God condemns the actions of these false shepherds and promises to send a better Shepherd. 

Who could be a better shepherd? “For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both 
search my sheep, and seek them out” (v. 11). Ezekiel 34:11–16 contains a beautiful description of 
God’s tender care for his people. He is the Good Shepherd, prepared to lay down his life in order 
to care for his sheep. He knows his sheep and takes care of all their needs. He feeds them and 
protects them from any danger. Every single one of God’s children can confess the words of 
Psalm 23:1, “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #52. 

April 21  Read Ezekiel 35   



Located in the middle of a section of chapters dealing with Judah’s hope for restoration, Ezekiel 
35 seems out of place. It contains yet another prophecy against one of Judah’s wicked neighbors, 
Edom. But the placement makes sense when you recognize that part of the hope for God’s people 
was the judgment of their enemies. The Edomites had repeatedly attacked Judah while they were 
weak from other battles. They tried to steal land from Israel and Judah. And they reveled in the 
downfall of Judah (v. 13). 

But God was against Edom (v. 3). Their sins would not go unpunished. Just as Edom had 
rejoiced in the downfall of Judah, the whole earth would rejoice in the desolation of Mount Seir. 
“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap” (Gal. 6:7). We can also be comforted by the fact that our persecutors will inevitably face 
judgment for their sins against the people of God. 

Sing or pray Psalter #380. 

April 22  Read Ezekiel 36   

In contrast to the previous chapter about the judgment of the Edomites, here we read about how 
the people of God will be restored and blessed. But even more important than physical 
restoration is the spiritual restoration that God will give his people. “A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within you” (v. 26). God promises to transform his people by 
placing his Spirit within them and replacing their stony hearts with hearts of flesh. 

Our heart is the source of our actions. Out of a heart that is soft will flow actions that are in 
accordance with God’s word. But a heart that is hard will resist the instruction of God’s word and 
produce actions that are contrary to it. It is only by God’s grace that his people are able to be 
transformed into new creatures that are able to do good works. “For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). 

Sing or pray Psalter #141. 

April 23  Read Ezekiel 37   

In a vision, God brings Ezekiel to a valley filled with dry bones — the skeletons of a defeated 
army. He asks his faithful prophet in verse 3, “(C)an these bones live?” These dry bones, just like 
the people of Judah in captivity, have absolutely no power to do anything to resurrect 
themselves. Their only hope is in the one who can restore life. Ezekiel answers correctly when he 
says, “O Lord GOD, thou knowest.” 

Although our pride tries to convince us otherwise, we are just as unable to save ourselves as the 
dry bones described in this vision. Notice that the bones don’t simply hear the word of the Lord 
and then resurrect themselves. They need the breath of God (the Holy Spirit) to breathe life back 
into them (v. 5). We also need the Holy Spirit to dwell in us, cleanse our sin, and write God’s law 
in our hearts. Only God has the power to transform us from dry bones to living stones in his 
kingdom. “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1). 



Sing or pray Psalter #81. 

April 24  Read Ezekiel 38   

Not much is known about Gog, the prince of Magog that is mentioned in Ezekiel 38 and 39. The 
only thing we learn from this prophecy is that he is a mysterious enemy from the north who will 
come to attack Judah after they return from exile. Revelation 20:8 is the only other place in the 
Bible that speaks of Gog and Magog, and in that passage they are similarly portrayed as an 
unknown enemy of God’s people. 

We can see a parallel here between this prediction of Gog’s attack against Judah and the looming 
threat of antichrist that we face in these last days. We do not know exactly who the antichrist will 
be, when he will rise to power, or the specific details of the persecution that God’s people will 
suffer during the final tribulation. When contemplating the end times, it is easy to be overcome 
by feelings of fear, anxiety, and worry. But we can calm these fears by remembering that God is 
in control of all things, and he orchestrates all the events of this world for the good of his people 
and the glory of his name. 

Sing or pray Psalter #63. 

April 25  Read Ezekiel 39   

In this chapter, the defeat of Gog is described in detail in order to provide comfort to God’s 
people as they look to the future. Despite the great destruction that this enemy will cause, its 
strength will be no match for the Lord. After he executes his judgment on Gog and Magog, they 
will know the name of the Lord, the Holy One of Israel. 

We may not be sure exactly how the final days before the judgment day will play out, but there is 
one thing that we do know for sure—who will have the victory. Scripture assures us that when 
Jesus comes again, he and his angels will “in flaming fire” take “vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thess. 
1:8–9). 

Sing or pray Psalter #127. 

April 26  Read Ezekiel 40   

The last nine chapters of Ezekiel are one of the most difficult sections of the Bible to understand. 
Here God gives Ezekiel an extremely detailed vision of a model temple. From our place in 
history, we can confirm that a temple fitting these specifications was never built. Therefore, we 
must take a spiritual view of the details in these chapters and recognize the symbolism to be 
representative of the hope that Judah had in their return from exile to the promised land. Perhaps 
God used the figure of a temple because it was one that the people would be familiar with. 

Commentator Derek Thomas makes a comparison that I found to be very helpful when he calls 
these last chapters of Ezekiel an “impressionistic painting.” In the abstract and exaggerated 
details of this vision, we can recognize key truths that relate not only to the restoration of Israel, 



but also to the eternal state of the church. I would encourage you to take the time to read 
Revelation 20–22 over the next few days and notice the parallels between those chapters and 
these last chapters of Ezekiel. 

Sing or pray Psalter #227. 

April 27  Read Ezekiel 41   

A temple is by definition a building devoted to worship. The function of the elaborately planned 
building in Ezekiel’s vision was to facilitate the orderly, reverent worship of God. And all the 
different rooms that are described served a specific purpose relating to this worship. But the most 
important detail about this temple is that God was there, dwelling in the most holy place.  

The faithful people of Judah longed to return from exile and rebuild the temple so that God 
would dwell with them once again. And we long for the fulfillment of the temple in heaven so 
that we will be able to dwell in perfect communion with God forever. For now, we have the great 
blessing of God’s Spirit dwelling in us. But in heaven we will be directly in the presence of the 
triune God, with no more barriers of sin between us. Our only possible response will be to 
worship him for eternity! 

Sing or pray Psalter #368. 

April 28  Read Ezekiel 42   

The overall structure of the temple complex in this vision was perfectly symmetrical, measuring 
500 cubits square (or about eighteen acres). And the temple courtyards measured exactly 100 
cubits square.  This was not coincidental, but all part of God’s plan. Do not let yourself read too 
quickly through all the measurements in these chapters without pausing to wonder at God’s 
meticulous design. 

Our heavenly Father, the creator of the universe, does not make mistakes. Everything that 
happens is according to his perfect, detailed plan. He had a perfect plan for returning the people 
of Judah from exile back to the promised land. He has a perfect plan for the salvation of each one 
of his children. And he has a perfect plan for our eternal home in heaven.  

Sing or pray Psalter #404. 

April 29  Read Ezekiel 43   

In Ezekiel 10, we read about how Ezekiel was taken to Jerusalem in a vision and saw God’s 
glory departing from the temple because of the people’s sin. But here in chapter 43 we see a new 
vision in which the situation is reversed. Ezekiel witnesses the glory of God returning to his 
people by the same gate from which he left. The temple itself was a symbol of God dwelling 
with his people, and his presence is what made this new temple so glorious.  

The descriptions of the altar, sacrifices, and cleansings that comprise the rest of this chapter serve 
as a reminder that God was only able to dwell with his people again because of these sacrificial 
offerings. The people’s sin had driven out the glory of God, and without shedding of blood there 



is no forgiveness of sins. These offerings were a picture of the greatest sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
on the cross. They foreshadow the words of Jesus in Matthew 26:28 at the Last Supper, “For this 
is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #237. 

April 30  Read Ezekiel 44  

You may be wondering, who is the prince in Ezekiel’s vision? What do we know about him? He 
was allowed special access to the temple courtyard, he received tribute from the people, and he 
supervised the offerings. At first thought, Christ comes to mind. But we will read in chapter 45 
about the prince having to give a sin offering both for himself and the people. And in chapter 46 
it is mentioned that the prince had children.  

After reading various commentators, it seems as though the prince is meant to represent an ideal 
leader. The monarchy of the house of David had been corrupted by sin, and as a result the rulers 
of Judah had been leading the people astray. In contrast, this prince was honest and loyal, and led 
the people in worshipping God. He gave the people of Judah hope for their future leadership. 
And the ultimate fulfillment of this ideal is Jesus himself, the perfect Servant-leader. If you are in 
a position of leadership in the church, or hope to be one day, seek to model your behavior after 
the prince from Ezekiel’s vision. 

Sing or pray Psalter #51. 

May 1  Read Ezekiel 45   

A significant aspect of the New Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s vision was justice. There were to be no 
false weights and measures. This was important because the current leaders of Judah were not 
being just in their business dealings. The fact that both Amos and Micah mention unjust weights 
and measures in their respective prophecies seems to indicate that this was a common problem at 
this time. But corruption in business did not end with the Old Testament. Although it may be in a 
different form, deceitful business practices are still an issue in today’s world. 

In the face of these corrupt activities, the Christian business owners and employees must resolve 
to be honest in their dealings in the workplace. God sees what you are doing, even if no one else 
does. It is still stealing in his eyes, even if you don’t get caught. And if we are grieved by the 
corrupt business practices of this world, we can look forward to the greater fulfillment of 
Ezekiel’s vision of justice in heaven. It is only in the absence of sin that there will be perfect 
justice, order, and truth. 

Sing or pray Psalter #383. 

May 2  Read Ezekiel 46 

Following a lengthy description of the sacrifices and the prince’s role in these offerings, the last 
few verses of Ezekiel 46 include details about the kitchens where certain sacrifices were to be 
prepared. Some of the sacrifices were supposed to be boiled or baked by the Levites and eaten by 
groups of worshippers as a sacrificial meal. Fellowship with other believers is an important part 



of worship. When a group of Christians shares a meal together, they show their love and respect 
for each other and promote the unity of the church.  

Following in the footsteps of these Old Testament sacrifices, the Lord’s Supper is a beautiful 
picture of this fellowship among believers in the New Testament. “For we being many are one 
bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread” (1 Cor. 10:17). Through Christ, 
we are able to be unified with our fellow believer in brotherly love despite the many differences 
that we may have. 

Sing or pray Psalter #229. 

May 3  Read Ezekiel 47   

In his vision, Ezekiel sees a river flowing from the temple. But we soon realize that this is no 
ordinary river. It starts off as a trickle of water and escalates quickly into a deep river that cannot 
be crossed. Verses 9–12 describe how this river gives life and prosperity to all the surrounding 
areas through which it flows. It is clearly a picture of God’s presence bringing life, provision, 
and blessing to his people.  

In Revelation 22:1–2 we read of a similar river that flows from God’s throne. And both passages 
are reminiscent of the river in Eden that watered the entire garden. Next time you pass a river, 
remember how God provides for all of your needs in this life and will continue to do so in the 
life to come. “There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy 
place of the tabernacles of the most High” (Ps. 46:4). 

Sing or pray Psalter #126. 

May 4  Read Ezekiel 48   

The very last words of the prophecy of Ezekiel remind us of the greatest part of the New 
Jerusalem, that “The LORD is there.” The promise of God’s presence meant so much to the 
people of God who were in exile. The central idea of this prophetic vision was that God would 
return to dwell among his people again. This gave the captives hope for the future of God’s 
people. And it gives us hope as well. 

When we get to heaven, we will be able to rejoice in God’s presence without the hindrances of 
this sinful world to hold us back any longer. “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God” (Rev. 21:3). What a glorious inheritance we have to look forward to! 

Sing or pray Psalter #421. 

May 5  Read Joel 1   

The book of Joel opens with a description of the terrible destruction a locust invasion had caused 
in Judah. This was not just a natural disaster, but a plague of judgment that had been sent by 
Jehovah himself in order to turn his people to repentance. It also serves to warn those who would 
not repent about the coming of the day of the Lord, which would bring even greater destruction. 



Verse 5 specifically addresses the “drunkards,” those who choose to be ignorant of God’s 
impending judgment by numbing themselves with the intoxicating pleasures of this world. The 
command comes to them (and to us as well), “Awake!” Ignorance may feel like bliss for a time, 
but in the day of the Lord all earthly distractions will be taken away, just as the locust invasion 
took away the supply of new wine. In that day, all people will be forced to awaken to the reality 
of God’s judgment. Our calling as God’s people is to live in this awakened state by not letting 
ourselves be lulled into a false sense of peace by the myriad of distractions that the world has to 
offer. 

Sing or pray Psalter #418. 

May 6  Read Joel 2:1–17  

After describing in detail the unstoppable force of military power that the Lord was sending as an 
instrument of his judgment, in verses 12–17 we read a call to repentance. Verse 13 reminds us 
that in addition to being just, God is also gracious, merciful, longsuffering, and kind. Our 
motivation for repentance is not simply the fear of judgment, but the confidence that God will be 
merciful. “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?” (Rom. 2:4). 

What we deserve is the judgment that is described in verses 1–11, but through the great mercy of 
our heavenly Father we do not get what we deserve. In fact, by grace we receive far more than 
we deserve. Christ took upon himself our judgment in order to satisfy God’s justice, and we 
receive mercy instead. Therefore, our response to vivid descriptions of judgment such as those in 
this chapter is not fear, but praise for our God who is rich in mercy (Eph. 2:4). 

Sing or pray Psalter #397. 

May 7  Read Joel 2:18–32  

When I look back on my college years, I often regret the amount of time that I spent pursuing my 
own selfish desires instead of seeking to live for God. Do you have any similar regrets? Was 
there a time in the past when you lived in rebellion against your parents or were stuck in a certain 
sin? It is easy to think of that time as wasted or lost. But we must not overlook the strengthening 
of our faith that results from such trials.  

How encouraging it is to repentant sinners that God not only grants forgiveness of sins, but also 
restoration! In Joel 2, God promises to restore the years that the locusts had eaten by giving the 
people who return from exile abundant harvests that even exceed the number of crops that were 
lost. Although we cannot get back time that was spent living in sin and serving ourselves, God is 
still able to make the coming years of our lives extremely fruitful for his kingdom. 

Sing or pray Psalter #236.


