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That is a foolish man indeed who, traveling down the road, refuses to be led. He’s unsure exactly 
how to get to his destination. And yet he refuses to look at the map. Refuses to ask for directions. 
Refuses even to listen to the good counsel of others when they sense that he just might be lost. 
And all along he assures himself “It’s just a matter of time. Other people have made it. So will 
I.”  

Such is the foolishness of that young dating couple who refuses to come to God in 
prayer.  

In the sermon on the mount Jesus instructs us, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you; For every one that asketh receiveth; and he 
that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened” (Matt. 7:7–8). God has given 
us the gift of prayer. Every one of God’s children must engage in this holy exercise. And now I 
write simply to emphasize the importance of prayer for that young man and young woman who 
find themselves dating.  

If you, young couple, desire to have a healthy, godly relationship with each other and with 
Jehovah God, then you will pray. You will pray individually. And you will pray together. Prayer 
is the means God has given us to communicate with him. Prayer is the means whereby we are 
able to thank God for all he has done for us, and the means whereby God gives us more grace 
and a richer measure of the Holy Spirit. Through prayer, we cry out to God in our distress. We 
call upon him in the day of trouble. Through prayer, we worship and praise the God of our 
salvation. From beginning to end Scripture presents God’s people as a praying people. And you
—who find yourselves in a dating relationship—must be a praying couple.  

Be wise and discerning when you begin praying together. You ought always to be praying 
privately. Whether or not you are dating, you must be bringing your petition to God every night, 
“Father, lead me and guide me in that good and perfect way.” But when God does see fit that you 
begin dating, praying with the other need not necessarily be on your first date. Perhaps not even 
in the first few weeks. But there will come that point in your relationship when you’ve spent 
time with each other, you’ve grown comfortable in one another’s presence, and now you’re able 
to hold hands and in reverent humility approach God’s throne of grace together in prayer.  

What then are those things you ought to be praying for? What I list are matters you ought to be 
praying for individually, but then in the course of time that you ought to be praying for 
together.  

First, pray that God will lead and guide and teach you. Psalm 25:5, “Lead me in thy truth, and 



teach me.” Psalm 143:8, “cause me to know the way wherein I should walk,” and verse 10 
“Thy spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprightness.” Implied is that you and I cannot lead 
and guide and teach ourselves. We don’t know how to do these things naturally. If the health 
and welfare of any of our relationships depended upon us, then our relationships would end up 
in ruin! Rather, we look to the Lord for guidance. We seek the Spirit for his leadership. And we 
always resort to and submit ourselves to the good instruction of God’s word.  

Second, pray that in your dating relationship, while you would enjoy one another’s friendship 
and fellowship, that all things may be done to the glory of God. “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do” which includes the places you go and the things you do together, “do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  

Third, pray for grace that you may always submit to God’s will. We may not use prayer in an 
attempt to persuade God to perform our will, but we always pray in the consciousness and 
fervent desire that God’s will be done. This can become especially important when, in some 
instances, it becomes apparent that God’s will is that you no longer be in a dating relationship 
with that other person. He or she might decide to break up with you. Will you become angry? 
Will you become bitter? Will that anger and frustration now dominate your life? When we 
submit our will to the Lord’s will, then that frees us from anger and bitterness. Breaking up may 
not be what we wanted to happen, but insofar as we know this is God’s will, we rest assured 
knowing that God’s will is best and always good. He is in control of my life, and not me. God 
sees and knows everything, and all I see are the few circumstances surrounding me at the 
moment. So even in the case of a difficult breakup, I can proceed on in life, submitting my will 
to God’s will, and believing that my God does all things for my good and my salvation. Young 
people and young adults—pray for this grace that you submit your will to the will of your 
heavenly Father.  

Then finally this—pray for godliness. Young man, do you want to present yourself as handsome 
and attractive? Young woman, do you want to present yourself as lovely and beautiful? Of course 
you do. This is your beauty; this is your attractiveness—GODLINESS. To be godly means that 
the life of Jesus Christ is within me, and I know myself to be a child of God. To live godly means 
that I will deny myself the things this world holds precious, and I will take up my cross and 
follow my Savior. Godliness is holiness—separation from sin and devotion to God. Pray that you 
may recognize that godliness in others and that you personally grow in that godliness.  

We don’t want to be like that foolish man who refuses to ask for directions. In his pride, he 
thinks he can do it all by himself. In his pride, he ignores the good counsel of others. But the 
same man, in his pride, becomes lost. He finds himself in unfamiliar territory. And his last state 
becomes worse than the first.  

There are so many more things that can be said about the importance of prayer between 
boyfriend and girlfriend. I’ve mentioned only a few. But in all things let us be a praying people. 



Praying for grace. Praying for guidance. Praying for contentment. Praying that the Lord’s will be 
done. Praying for godliness. In so doing you may have the confidence that the Lord will bless 
you personally, and that his blessing will also extend to your relationship with others. “Commit 
thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass” (Ps. 37:5).  
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