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 Coram Deo is a Latin phrase that means “in the presence of God,” or “before God.” R. C. 
Sproul summarizes the idea well: “To live coram Deo is to live one’s entire life in the presence 
of God, under the authority of God, to the glory of God.”  Now, we apply the phrase to dating. 1

What does it mean for you and your significant other to date in the presence of God? The history 
of Joseph and Potiphar’s wife furnishes us with much material for an answer. 
 You are familiar with the history. Joseph, having been sold into slavery, found himself in 
the service of Potiphar, a high-ranking official in Egypt who quickly made Joseph “overseer over 
his house, and all that he had put into his hand” (Gen. 39:4). Potiphar so completely trusted 
Joseph that he did not even feel the need to keep an eye on him. Then along came Potiphar’s 
wife, who “cast her eyes upon Joseph”—lusted after him—and said, “Lie with me” (Gen. 39:7). 

Two remarks before we consider Joseph’s response: First, Joseph did not seek out 
Potiphar’s wife, rather the opposite, and neither ought a child of God to seek out a Potiphar’s 
wife. Second, I wonder if we do justice to the question of whether this was a temptation for 
Joseph or something he was simply able to brush off. Based on Genesis 37:2 and Genesis 41:46, 
there is reason to suppose he was a young adult--let’s say in his late teens or early twenties--and 
there is no reason to suppose Joseph did not have the usual hormones associated with that age. 
And then there is Potiphar’s wife, who being the wife of so lofty a man as Potiphar was, likely 
physically attractive and being a woman of the world knew how to make herself attractive to 
young men. That is, she knew how to seduce.  

Joseph’s response to her indicates that he lived coram Deo. He tells her of the trust that 
Potiphar had placed in him, and that Potiphar had only kept his wife back from Joseph. But those 
things were not the ultimate reason for Joseph’s refusal. Nor did he refuse because he was afraid 
of the potential consequences of such a thing (“What if Potiphar finds out?”, “What if one day 
father Jacob finds out?”, “What if refusing Potiphar’s wife means my head?”), or the scars such a 
deed might leave him. Rather, it culminated in this: “How then can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9). His relationship with God came first. However gratifying to 
the flesh an affair with Potiphar’s wife might have appeared, he would not let it be to the hurt of 
the God who loved him and whom he loved. In the same way, date coram Deo! Let the 
relationship of the both of you with your God come first, and your relationship with one another 
be second and subservient to that. 

But there is more gold for us in this history. Potiphar’s wife persisted: “she spake to 
Joseph day by day,” but he “hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her” (Gen. 39:10). 
Finally, a day came when “Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of 
the men of the house there within” (Gen. 39:11). Potiphar’s wife seized the opportunity, grabbed 
Joseph by the coat, and with her voice trembling in a passion said to him, “Lie with me.” But 
Joseph “got him out” (Gen. 39:12), even though it meant leaving in her hands the coat that would 
be used as the incriminating evidence against him.  
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What do we learn from this with regard to dating? For one, Joseph’s conduct shows us 
what it means to “flee fornication” (1 Cor. 6:18). He was not one of the “simple ones…among 
the youths” (Prov. 7:7) who instead of going out of his way to avoid the strange woman “went 
the way to her house” (Prov. 7:8). Joseph would not even let himself be near Potiphar’s wife 
(Gen. 39:10): he kept his distance. Finally, he literally fled. Does this mean we may not be near 
the one we are dating? No, but if the circumstances are like those Joseph was in, and there is this 
kind of pressure to do the unholy, then yes, get you out. But “flee fornication” means avoiding 
tempting occasions to begin with. 

Then, there is that line that God includes in this history: “and there was none of the men 
of the house there within” (Gen. 39:11). There was no one watching that day in Potiphar’s house, 
and yet Joseph knew there was because he lived coram Deo. Dating coram Deo means dating in 
the consciousness that God is present. He is in the back of the car, as it were, or on the chair 
across the living room. But he is much closer than that: “Know ye not that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you?” (1 Cor. 6:19). 

A couple of years ago, I think, someone mentioned to me and others the practice of 
praying with your boyfriend or girlfriend at the end of each date. That is a good practice that 
goes hand in hand with dating coram Deo. Not only does prayer guard us from entering into 
temptation (“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation” (Matt. 26:41))—we are going to 
come before God later this night, and he is not ignorant—but it keeps our relationship with God 
before us as we date. Resolve to do this.  

In 1 Corinthians 6:19 we are told, “ye are not your own,” and the next verse tells us why: 
“For ye are bought with a price.” This is the gospel for us. Whether we are dating and find 
ourselves so weak and vulnerable to all kinds of temptation, whether we are dating or married 
and looking back with pain and sorrow see so much impurity and unholiness, this is the gospel 
for us: “Ye are bought with a price,” in body and soul. A very great price to redeem such great 
sinners that we are, the precious blood of Christ, but God “spared not his own Son” (Rom. 8:32). 
And he forgives us so really that it is as if we had never sinned. And Christ who loved us so 
much that he gave himself for us also renews us so that not just Joseph but we too can live coram 
Deo, in gratitude and thankfulness to him. “Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:20).  
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