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We all possess a sinful nature that drives us to gratify all of our desires immediately. Our 
sinful natures ask us, “Yea, hath God said?” just as the serpent asked Eve in the Garden (Gen. 
3:1). As we pose this question to ourselves, we seek to elevate ourselves over God by presuming 
the right to determine what is good and what is evil. Having many new decisions to make in 
young adulthood, this drive for immediate gratification can be especially harmful. Our lives are 
filled with change as we begin to take on more responsibilities. If we live for immediate 
gratification, we set ourselves up to live in service of sin. As Christian young people, we must 
remember our Creator and seek wisdom in the days of our youth.   

While we live for the moment, time is flying by. We often fail to consider the kind of 
future we are building for ourselves with our present decisions. We are not only building our 
financial future. We are not only building a future marriage or career. We are building the 
foundation for our whole future, including our relationship with God.   1

Sometimes we get the notion that we will shape up as adults. We think that in our youth 
we can afford to forgo a close relationship with God because we think that there will be more 
time for that later. We may have our token devotions and our daily prayers that never really 
change with our lives, but we are often too caught up in ourselves so that we forget the necessity 
of keeping God’s honor and glory central in our lives. When it comes down to it, we think that 
our relationship with God can be developed later in life, after we have had our self-serving time. 

The primary problem with this is, of course, the apparent lack of interest that we are 
displaying toward God. How could we treat our heavenly Father, Master, Lord, Elder Brother, 
and Lover with such disregard? When we do this, it is to us that Christ himself speaks in 
Revelation 2:4, when he says, “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left 
thy first love.”  How can we think that our communion with God may be pushed off to later? 2

What implications does that have about the importance of the relationship? Is schooling, work, 
entertainment, or even an important earthly relationship of greater importance than our 
relationship with our loving Father? Our first love must take priority.  

The second danger of failing to commune with God in our youth is that we set up bad 
habits for ourselves. We are always forming habits to simplify the amount of work that our brains 
have to do every day. When we form habits, they are often very difficult to break, because 
without intentional action, we will do what they direct us to do. What we do now contributes to 
our automatic responses to similar scenarios in the future.  This knowledge ought to incite more 3

intentional action in every area of our lives. If we do not read our Bibles as we move through 
young adulthood, it becomes increasingly less likely that we will start reading our Bibles later.  

 This does not, of course, refer to salvation. Rather, it refers to our activity in communicating with God through the 1

reading of the word and prayer.

 In its time, this was written to the church at Ephesus. Ultimately, it often applies to each of us.2
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Since our habits are being formed right now, it is more important to consider what we are 
doing right now than it is to make big plans for future changes. Planning is advisable, as it 
provides direction; but we often like to think of all of the things we plan to do in the future 
because it seems to take away our sense of responsibility in the present.  After all, if we are going 
to do so much tomorrow, why bother doing anything today? More important than planning for 
our futures is our carefulness about how our present actions will affect our futures and how our 
present actions reflect on who we are. If we are not willing to hear and apply God’s instruction 
now, we will probably not be willing to do so tomorrow. To provide a more mundane example of 
the same idea, if we are not willing to put our clothes away today, we will probably not develop 
sudden industriousness tomorrow. While maintaining the centrality of God’s glory in our walk, 
we need to live today as though we are the people that we hope to be tomorrow. 

How are we to live in our youth? Solomon instructs us in Ecclesiastes 12:1 to remember 
our Creator in the days of our youth before the days come when we have no pleasure in the 
things of this life. A few verses before this passage Solomon writes of the sweetness of light and 
how pleasant it is to behold the sun (Eccl. 11:7). He tells us to rejoice in our youth and to walk in 
the ways of our hearts (Eccl. 11:9). Yet in Ecclesiastes 11:8, Solomon says that “if a man live 
many years, and rejoice in them all, yet let him remember the days of darkness; for they shall be 
many. All that cometh is vanity.” When we grow old, we will look back on our lives, and many 
of our days will have been dark. The joys of our past youth will no longer bring us joy, and God 
will give us more and more hardship with our old age. If our lives are centered on the joys of 
living, then we will live lives of vanity.  
 Therefore we need to remember our Creator and seek wisdom in our youth. The 
exhortation of Solomon in Ecclesiastes 12:1 can be linked to the prayer of Moses in Psalm 90:12: 
“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” In our youth, we 
need to realize the brevity of our lives and apply ourselves in wisdom to that which is important 
rather than that which is expedient. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (cf. Psalms 
111:10, Proverbs 1:7, Proverbs 9:10) because in fearing God we acknowledge our frailty and 
God’s power, especially regarding his omniscience. Without the fear of God, we are proud and 
arrogant in our own decisions to choose for ourselves what is good and what is evil. When we 
live in pride, we turn our love on that which is truly evil and bind ourselves to it (Prov. 8:13). 
This is foolishness, for it fails to bow to the will of the Creator, who is the source of all wisdom 
and understanding of truth. Remembering our Creator in the days of our youth brings us before 
the throne of God, where we learn the fear of the Almighty. When we fear God, we learn to do 
our duty as he has instructed us, rather than doing the things that we selfishly desire. As Solomon 
says at the close of Ecclesiastes, the conclusion of the whole matter (of meaning in life) is to 
“fear God, and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man” (Eccl. 12:13). 
 In our youth, we face many new challenges. We have choices laid before us every day. 
We can serve Jehovah, or we can serve ourselves. We can focus on improving our present 
actions, or we can ignore them and develop habits of laziness toward life and communion with 
God that will haunt us for the remainder of our lives. We can use the new choices in our lives to 
chain ourselves to impulsive sin, or we can grasp the word of God, coming to it every day with a 
broken spirit and a contrite heart (Ps. 51:17) ready to receive new instruction from our great 



Father. Let us serve God now, and ground ourselves in his word, that we may grow all our lives 
long in communion with him. 
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