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August 8 Read 1 Kings 20   

After defeating the Syrians, Ahab ignores God’s decree to kill Ben-Hadad and instead makes a 
treaty with him. We do not know the exact motive of Ahab here. Perhaps he thought that a 
friendship with Ben-Hadad would secure an alliance with Syria against common enemies, such 
as Assyria. But in verse 42 an unnamed prophet speaks this message of judgment to Ahab, “Thus 
saith the Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter 
destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for his people.” 

Do you have any “Ben-Hadads” in your life? By that I mean someone or something that God has 
clearly commanded you in his Word to cast off, but you still stubbornly hang on to. Maybe it’s 
that app on your phone that you know you should delete or that friend who you know is a bad 
influence. You think, “I’ll just try to be stronger next time.” If we make a treaty with temptations, 
we are foolishly disobeying God’s command to flee what is sinful and pursue what is right. 

Sing or pray Psalter #1 

August 9 Read 1 Kings 21   

The well-known story of Ahab and Naboth that is recorded in this chapter serves as an important 
reminder that outward circumstances do not work inward peace. Ahab was the king of Israel. He 
had vast wealth, land and power. Yet, the desire for one vineyard that belonged to another man 
had him “heavy and displeased.” “And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, 
and would eat no bread” (v. 4). Ahab would not rest until he obtained what rightfully belonged to 
Naboth. 

Are you tempted to make your happiness and contentment contingent on earthly goals? We may 
dream of relationship successes, weight loss goals, financial security, or a specific career. “If I 
can just get this one thing, then I’ll be happy!” But if we base our contentment on earthly things, 
we will never be truly satisfied. The only source of genuine contentment is who God is and what 
he does, not our own accomplishments. And true happiness can only be found in living a life of 
thankful servitude to God. It comes from seeking to please our heavenly Father, not ourselves. 

Sing or pray Psalter #7 

August 10 Read 1 Kings 22   

In contrast to wicked King Ahab, Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, walked in the ways of his 
father, Asa. Yet here we see godly King Jehoshaphat seeking out an alliance and friendship with 
Ahab. We will read later, in 2 Chronicles 19:2, about Jehoshaphat being rebuked for his actions 
by the prophet Jehu. “Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? 



Therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord.” One result of Jehoshaphat’s ungodly 
friendship was that his son turned away from the Lord and served other gods. 

Like Jehoshaphat, we may also be tempted to seek out friendships with ungodly people, possibly 
our co-workers or our classmates in college. While we should certainly maintain good working 
relationships with those around us, and take advantage of opportunities to witness to them, we 
also need to be careful not to form close friendships with those who are clear enemies of God. 
“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph 
5:11). “For what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion 
hath light with darkness?” (2 Cor 6:14). 

Sing or pray Psalter #383 

August 11 Read 2 Chronicles 18   

It is clear that Ahab did not want to hear what the godly prophet Micaiah had to say before they 
went to battle against Ramoth-gilead. He had imprisoned and ignored him in the past, and would 
have liked to continue doing so. If Jehoshaphat had not persisted, they probably wouldn’t have 
consulted Micaiah at all. Ahab would much rather have listened to the 400 false prophets because 
he knew that they would tell him what he wanted to hear instead of the true word of God. 

It can be easy to have the same attitude as Ahab when it comes to our friendships. Are you 
seeking out friends who bring you the gospel, or friends who make you feel good? Do you shun 
the friends who will humbly point out your sins and instead seek out false friends who will tell 
you what you want to hear? Too often friendships are characterized by mutual encouragement to 
sin because we are trying to be “nice” or “supportive.” This is not true, godly friendship. “Open 
rebuke is better than secret love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy 
are deceitful” (Prov. 27:5-6). 

Sing or pray Psalter #24 

August 12 Read 2 Chronicles 19   

When Jehoshaphat appoints a system of judges in order to better govern the kingdom of Judah, 
he sets them to their task with this command, “Thus shall ye do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, 
and with a perfect heart” (v. 9). These judges of Judah had a responsibility to faithfully carry out 
their calling and make decisions, not to please man, but for the Lord. Jehoshaphat was reminding 
them of the ultimate goal of their work, which was to glorify God and make known his name 
among the people. 

Although most of us are not judges, we still bear this same responsibility in whatever calling we 
have been given right now. Perhaps that involves being a student, or entering the workforce, or 
some combination of both. When the Spirit works the fear of God in our hearts, we will act out 
of that respect and adoration for our heavenly Father. We will be characterized by actions and 
motives that are faithful to the word of God, not self or people-pleasing. “And whatsoever ye do, 
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:23). 



Sing or pray Psalter #90 

August 13 Read 2 Chronicles 20   

A great multitude of Moabites, Ammonites, and their allies are on their way to attack Judah. Yet 
King Jehoshaphat is not focused on his military readiness. Instead he “set himself to seek the 
Lord” (v. 3). He proclaims a fast for the entire nation, and calls the people to the temple for a 
time of prayer. By doing so, Jehoshaphat showed that he trusted in God more than he trusted in 
the power of his army. The end of Jehoshaphat’s prayer is a beautiful statement of total 
dependence on God, “for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; 
neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee” (v. 12). 

When our pride blinds us, it is easy to forget that God is in control of everything and that he is 
always with us. We become too focused on practical solutions because we want to feel as though 
we are doing something to fix the problem. When you are faced with a trial, do you seek God 
first to ask for help? Or do you try to figure things out on your own, and then pray as a last resort 
if nothing else works? Pray for the faith to trust God first in every situation. 

Sing or pray Psalter #80 

August 14 Read 2 Chronicles 21   

Following godly kings Asa and Jehoshaphat, we read of Jehoram, Jehoshaphat’s son, taking the 
throne. In contrast, “he wrought that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.” Why was this 
wayward son so different from his godly father and grandfather? We find the answer in verse 6, 
“for he had the daughter of Ahab to wife.”  Athaliah, the daughter of Jezebel, was not only an 
evil influence on her husband, but her son as well. In the next chapter we will also read about 
Ahaziah, that “his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly” (2 Chron. 22:3). 

The influence of an evil woman led not only her family astray, but an entire nation. Ladies, take 
note of this. The impact that you have on your boyfriend or husband should not be 
underestimated. Is it a positive one? Guys, take note of this. Are you seeking the kind of 
girlfriend and wife that will support you in serving the Lord, or try to lead you down the wrong 
path? 

Sing or pray Psalter #328 

August 15 Read 2 Chronicles 22    

Do you remember reading yesterday about how the Lord would not destroy the house of David, 
even though they had turned away from him because he had promised to “give a light to him and 
to his sons for ever?” (2 Chron. 21:7). This light symbolized God’s covenant faithfulness to 
David and his descendants. Here we see evidence of that light, even during the dark and bloody 
reign of Athaliah. For six years, no one knew about the surviving heir.  It seemed like all was 
lost, yet God sovereignly preserved the covenant line through baby Joash.  



No matter how many times the people turned away from God, his covenant with them could not 
be broken. This same promise comes to us today. How wonderful that God establishes and 
maintains his covenant by his own work of grace and it is not dependent on our weak, sinful 
works! This assurance should not make us careless, but instead lead us to proclaim with the 
psalmist, “I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever: with my mouth will I make known thy 
faithfulness to all generations” (Ps. 89:1). 

Sing or pray Psalter #241 

August 16 Read 2 Chronicles 23   

James 3:13 asks, “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? Let him shew out 
of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.” The life of Jehoiada, the priest, 
epitomizes the conduct of a wise man. Jehoiada courageously helped his wife hide Joash in order 
to preserve the covenant line, despite the threat of certain death if Queen Athaliah had found 
them out. He was patient and prudent when planning how Joash would ascend to the throne. He 
was a godly advisor to the young king, and the nation of Judah served the Lord all the days of 
Jehoiada.  

What was the source of Jehoiada’s courage and wisdom? He believed in and worshipped the one, 
true God. The confidence that he had in God’s promises enabled him to act boldly. And his 
knowledge of God taught him to act wisely. Jehoiada was honored for faithful service to his God 
and country by being buried among the kings in the city of David (2 Chron. 24:16). Take note of 
his godly example! 

Sing or pray Psalter #35 

August 17 Read Obadiah    

You may remember that the Edomites were descendants of Esau, the brother of Jacob. Edom was 
a very proud nation. And they were guilty of violence against their “brothers,” the nation of 
Judah. Here Obadiah brings them a message of humility and judgment. “The pride of thine heart 
hath deceived thee,” he says in verse 3. The Edomites boasted in their physical defenses, political 
alliances, and earthly knowledge. But all of these are no match for God’s justice. Edom’s 
punishment for their crimes against Judah was total and complete destruction.  

This warning is also important for the church to hear. It is very tempting to find our confidence 
in money, modern medicine, national defenses, or any number of other things. But human pride 
and self-security will always fail before the judgment of God. True safety can only be found 
when we lay aside our pride and place our trust completely in him. “Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me” (Jer. 9:23–
24). 

Sing or pray Psalter #136 



August 18 Read Psalm 82    

In Psalm 82 we read about the responsibilities of civil officers to rescue the weak and needy. This 
psalm gives the hope of justice to God’s people, who are not usually the powerful and influential 
members of society. God will judge unjust human rulers who do not fulfill these responsibilities, 
even if it seems like they are “getting away with it” on this earth. Everyone must face God’s 
judgment in eternity.  

Even if we do not hold a position of authority ourselves, we are nevertheless called to defend the 
poor and needy and fight for justice for the helpless in whatever sphere of influence God has 
placed us. We must use the resources that we have been given to serve and protect others, and in 
doing so show the love of God to them. Because of our sin, we often fail at this responsibility to 
care for the needs of our neighbors. But our Heavenly Father never fails. He is “A father of the 
fatherless, and judge [defender] of the widows” (Psalm 68:5). 

Sing or pray Psalter #223 

August 19 Read Psalm 83    

When God’s people were facing an attack from their enemies, it was the custom to come together 
as a nation and pray for deliverance. Psalm 83 is a prayer that would have been used in this 
situation. The people are asking God to thwart the plans of the wicked men who were plotting 
against them. They are not only praying for their own deliverance, but that God’s power and 
protection of his children would cause even their enemies to seek his name. 

As we draw nearer to the end of the world, God’s children will face increasing persecution. The 
kingdom of the antichrist will try to wipe us out, just as the Canaanites conspired against Israel. 
Will Psalm 83 be your prayer? Plead not only for your own deliverance, but “that men may know 
that thou, whose name alone is Jehovah, are the most high over all the earth” (Psalm 83:18). 

Sing or pray Psalter #224 

August 20 Read 2 Kings 1    

Ahaziah committed blatant idolatry by sending his servants to inquire of Baalzebub, god of 
Ekron, about whether he would recover from his injury. “What is idolatry? Idolatry is, instead of, 
or besides that one true God who has manifested Himself in His Word, to contrive or have any 
other object in which men place their trust” (Heidelberg Catechism Lord’s Day 34, Q&A 95). 
Ahaziah very foolishly and publicly placed his trust in something other than the one, true God, 
and his punishment was that he would not recover from his injury. 

Idolatry did not end with the Old Testament. Although they may not have obvious names like 
Baalzebub, there are plenty of things in the 21st century that we may foolishly place our trust in. 
Take a moment for self-examination. Do you have any idols? Are you tempted to worship 
something in the creation rather than the Creator? Pray that God will help you to relegate earthly 
things to their proper place, and place your trust only in the One who is worthy of it. 



Sing or pray Psalter #123 

August 21 Read 2 Kings 2    

As Elijah prepares to be taken into heaven, he asks Elisha for any last requests. Elisha answers 
“let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me” (v. 9). What is the significance of the double 
portion? It was what the oldest son would normally receive as his inheritance from his father 
(Deut. 21:17). Remember the call of Elisha from 1 Kings 19? He had forsaken his earthly 
inheritance by leaving his family behind to serve with Elijah. Here he requests something that is 
more important—a spiritual inheritance. It is evident from the ministry of Elisha that God 
granted his request.  

As adopted children of God we also will receive a spiritual inheritance. “And if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together” (Rom. 8:17). Just like Elisha left his earthly family to serve the Lord, we 
are called to take up our cross and follow Him (Luke 9:23). The great inheritance we are 
promised overshadows all the suffering that we experience on this earth as followers of Christ. 

Sing or pray Psalter #105 

August 22 Read 2 Kings 3  

Both Christians and worldly psychologists can agree that music is powerful. Music can have the 
ability to calm you or stir you to action. It helps us to remember words, and different melodies 
evoke various emotions. In verse 15 of this chapter, Elisha calls for a musician to calm his anger 
and facilitate the Lord speaking to him. Similarly, in 1 Samuel 16, Saul’s troubled spirit was 
calmed by the songs that David played on his harp.  

Music is part of God’s good creation, and it was made to glorify him. However, because of the 
fall, music can also be used for sinful purposes. The music that you listen to matters! Does it 
exalt Christ or exalt the world? Are you listening to music that brings you closer to God and 
enables you to worship Him? “…be filled with the Spirit: speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:18–19)
   

Sing or pray Psalter #259 

August 23 Read 2 Kings 4    

All of the miracles that God performed through Elisha in this chapter demonstrate a heavenly 
Father who provides for his people. He provided oil for the widow to sell in order to pay her 
debts. He provided a son for the Shunammite woman and also restored that son’s life. He killed 
the poison that was in the pottage of the sons of the prophets. And he provided food for the 100 
men that were with Elisha by multiplying the loaves of barley and corn. 



Our heavenly Father provides for us as well. When there is a grocery store around every corner, 
it can be easy to forget where our food ultimately comes from. “He causeth the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth; and wine 
that makes glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which 
strengtheneth man’s heart.” (Psalm 104:14–15) Have you thanked God today for providing all 
your needs? 

Sing or pray Psalter #286 

August 24 Read 2 Kings 5    

In 2 Kings 5 we read about the miracle of Naaman being healed from his leprosy after consulting 
with the prophet Elisha and bathing in the Jordan River as instructed. But how had Naaman, a 
Syrian, known to seek out this man of God? His wife’s Israelite maid told him. Despite being 
taken away from her parents by the Syrian army and sent to live with strangers, she was a 
faithful witness to her heavenly Father. God led this servant girl to Syria for a special reason. He 
had a greater purpose in her suffering. 

Just like Naaman’s servant girl, God has placed each one of us in our specific circumstances for a 
purpose. Are you also a faithful witness to your heavenly Father? Do your words and conduct 
testify of him to those around you? “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2:9). 

Sing or pray Psalter #48 

August 25 Read 2 Kings 6    

The king of Syria was surrounding the city where Elisha was. Yet Elisha is not afraid. “Fear not; 
for they that be with us are more than they that be with them” (v. 16). Elisha knew that God had 
sent an army of angels to protect him. He had faith that the angels of the Lord were more than 
capable of fending off the Syrian army.  

We can often feel discouraged just like Elisha’s servant when our enemies are very visible and 
tangible, while our great God and his host of angels are invisible. The Lord opened the spiritual 
eyes of Elisha’s servant to see that he was surrounded by a protective heavenly host. He also 
works faith in our hearts so that we can hope in things that are not seen instead of being blinded 
by our circumstances. Pray with the apostle Paul that “the eyes of your understanding” will be 
opened, ”that ye may know what is the hope of his calling…and what is the exceeding greatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power.” (Eph. 
1:18–19). 

Sing or pray Psalter #249 

August 26 Read 2 Kings 7    



At the end of the last chapter, we read about how the king of Israel blamed God for the siege of 
Samaria, instead of acknowledging that Israel’s problems stemmed from the fact that they had 
forsaken God as a nation. So here they come to the house of the prophet Elisha and demand an 
answer, and Elisha gives them one—the siege will be over by this time tomorrow. The king’s 
right-hand man is not satisfied with this seemingly impossible promise of God. And he pays the 
price for his unbelief with his life. 

Have you ever doubted God’s promises to you because you couldn’t figure out how he was going 
to keep them? Unbelief is a very serious sin. It is the opposite of faith. It is disobedience to God’s 
command to trust in him. When we doubt God, we are saying that his promises are lies and that 
he is not powerful enough to keep them. Revelation 21:8 says that the unbelieving “shall have 
their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.” Unbelief keeps us from enjoying 
the blessings of God and steals the hope that we have in his promises. Pray that the Spirit will 
work the confidence of faith in your heart. 

Sing or pray Psalter #201 

August 27 Read 2 Kings 8    

God knew the wicked things that Hazael would do, and he showed them to Elisha—things so 
terrible that they made him weep just to think about it. But even these evil deeds were 
sovereignly decreed by God and would be used by Him for His own purpose. “For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things.” (Rom. 11:36).  

It can be difficult to understand how God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility fit together. God 
is not the author of sin. God’s foreknowledge of and sovereignty over Hazael’s future sins does 
not diminish Hazael’s responsibility for them. Human responsibility is not determined by God’s 
plan or his providence, but by his commandments. In the judgment day there will be no excuses. 
We will all be held responsible for the wrong that we did. Christ is the only one who can take the 
blame for our sins and save us from eternal punishment. 

Sing or pray Psalter #236 

August 28 Read 2 Kings 9   

King Joram asks in verse 22, “Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered, what peace, so long as the 
whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?” The way of sin will never 
be the way of peace. The unbelieving world desires peace, but not peace with God. The world 
around us tries to put up a convincing front of happiness, but inwardly they are in turmoil. “But 
the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 
There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Isa. 57:20–21). There can never be peace for 
those who are enemies of God because he is the only source of peace. We all desire peace, but 
how can we obtain it? The simple answer is found in Proverbs 3:5: “Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #8 



August 29 Read 2 Kings 10   

It is made clear in the Bible that Jehu was a very ambitious and zealous man. Even his driving 
habits attest to this fact. After he was anointed, Jehu quickly accomplished all that Elisha had 
instructed him to do. He says to Jehonadab, “Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord” (v. 
16). However, Jehu obeyed the command of God only for his own honor, not the honor of God. 
He did not truly love the Lord, as evidenced by the fact that he did not strive to keep the law of 
God and he still kept (and worshipped) the golden calves (v. 31). Do you follow God’s 
commands so that people will think you’re a good person, or simply to gain a reputation in the 
church? This is not true obedience. God’s children endeavor to gratefully obey his 
commandments in order to glorify his name, not their own.  

Sing or pray Psalter #206 

August 30 Read 2 Kings 11   

Perhaps you’ve heard of a husband and wife who have been married for a while having a vow 
renewal ceremony. They use it as a way to celebrate their relationship and reaffirm their 
commitment to each other. We read here of Jehoiada having a covenant renewal ceremony. God 
has always been faithful to his covenant, but this was an opportunity for the people to recommit 
themselves to obeying, honoring, and serving the Lord. The best relationship between a king and 
his nation will be one where they are both rooted in serving the Lord, and in doing so, serving 
each other. The same is true for marriage. When a husband and wife strengthen their 
commitment to the Lord, in doing so they will also strengthen their marriage. A biblical marriage 
is one where husband and wife each seek after God’s purposes, not their own. Are you seeking 
that kind of relationship?   

Sing or pray Psalter #73  

August 31 Read 2 Kings 12   

During the reign of Athaliah, the house of God had fallen into disrepair. The condition of the 
temple was indicative of the hearts of the people at that time. The things of God were just not 
important to them. But when Joash takes the throne he sets out on a worthy campaign to repair 
the temple. The funds for this endeavor would come from both routine temple income, and also 
freewill offerings. When this was unsuccessful (because of the priest’s poor administration of the 
money), Jehoiada bores a hole in the lid of a chest and places it in a very visible place so that the 
people could give specifically to the cause of the temple repair. This was similar to what Moses 
did (at the command of God) in Exodus 35. He called for all the people to bring freewill 
offerings to be used for the service of the temple. 

We too should follow this same guide when there is a specific need in the church that requires 
fund-raising. The deacons will make the need known and every member is called to give as he or 
she is able. “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or 



of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). Thank the Lord for wise deacons who 
care for the needs of the congregation and manage the finances of the church faithfully. 

Sing or pray Psalter #164 

September 1 Read 2 Kings 13    

Under the reign of Jehoahaz in Israel, we see again the same pattern that was so prevalent in the 
nation’s history, beginning already during the time of Moses. Israel had forsaken God, so God 
causes them to be oppressed by their enemies. Then they cry out to the Lord, and he sends them a 
deliverer. Soon after, they give up on their half-hearted repentance and begin serving other gods 
again. And the cycle continues. Over and over they were unfaithful to God, yet he still kept his 
promises to them.  

This pattern is present in our lives as well. What a blessing that salvation is all of grace! “That 
believers do not lose their salvation is not due to their obedience, their faithfulness, and their 
efforts, but solely to the grace of God that keeps and protects them from falling away” (Hanko, 
Doctrine according to Godliness). 

Sing or pray Psalter #214 

September 2 read 2 Chronicles 24   

Although Joash started off his reign by doing that which was pleasing to God, as soon as 
Jehoiada died, he leads the nation back into idolatry. But we read in 2 Kings 12 that even when 
Judah had been under the godly influence of Jehoiada, the high places still had not been taken 
away, making it easy for the people to slip back into idolatry. Only two kings in the history of 
Israel and Judah had followed God’s command to tear down the high places; all the rest allowed 
the people to worship here. Already during the time of Solomon the people had begun making 
sacrifices at the high places instead of solely at the temple as God had commanded in 
Deuteronomy 12.  

What was so attractive about these high places? The people liked that they could serve God how 
they wanted to, as it was right in their own eyes. Sacrificing in the high places was similar to 
how the nations surrounding them worshipped their gods.  It’s easy to see how this led to them 
serving other pagan gods as well. Are you worshipping God as he has commanded in his Word? 
Or have you set up “high places” in your heart? 

Sing or pray Psalter #77 

September 3 Read 2 Kings 14    

It is interesting to note how quickly many different kings rise and fall from power during this 
time in the history of Israel and Judah. It serves as an important reminder that earthly rulers are 
simply instruments in God’s hands. Although God has given them some limited sphere of power 
on this earth, at the end of the day they are still subject to his eternal plan.  



Especially when it is an election year, it is very easy to get too caught up in whom the president 
is going to be, and what kind of impact he (or she) will have on our country and our life. We may 
spend hours watching news coverage, posting memes that degrade certain candidates, and 
debating with people in person or online. In order to gain proper perspective, we must remember 
that kings and presidents only rule for a short time, but God has been ruling since eternity, and 
will continue to rule forever. He is the “blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15). 

Sing or pray Psalter #267 

September 4 Read 2 Chronicles 25   

After Joash was killed by his servants, his son Amaziah begins to reign in Judah. We read this 
description of him in verse 2, “And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, but not 
with a perfect heart.” Amaziah’s reign was one of contradictions. He followed the law of Moses, 
but still kept the high places for idol worship. He trusted in the Lord for victory over Edom, but 
then served the Edomite gods. His whole heart was not devoted to doing the will of the Lord; 
part of it still served his own selfish desires. 

The life of a Christian should not be characterized by half-hearted service of God. Our entire 
heart will eventually be given over to the purpose of serving only ourselves. Pray that God will 
give you an undivided heart, a heart wholly devoted to doing his will. “Teach me thy way, O 
Lord; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. I will praise thee, O Lord my God, 
with all my heart” (Ps. 86:11–12). 

Sing or pray Psalter #233 

September 5 Read Jonah 1    

God was calling Jonah to do a difficult task. He must go to a strange city, full of people who 
would very likely be hostile towards him, and tell them to repent of their sins. It is easy to 
understand why he was reluctant to go to Ninevah. But how foolish Jonah was to think that he 
could escape from the presence of the Lord! “Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall 
not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord” (Jer. 23:24). 

At times, we can be similarly foolish in our thoughts as well. How do you react when God makes 
it clear that you must do something difficult? Perhaps you’ve never boarded a ship to try to 
escape the command of God, but do you always eagerly head in the direction that he is pointing 
you? 

Sing or pray Psalter #384 

September 6 Read Jonah 2    

From the belly of a fish, Jonah offers up a beautiful prayer of thanksgiving to God. It is 
interesting to note that Jonah quotes from many of the Psalms in his prayer. If you were to look 



up Psalms 18, 31, 42, 69, 88, 116, 120, and 142, you would recognize phrases from Jonah 2. 
Jonah obviously had a great knowledge of the word of God as they had it at that time. It is so 
important for the people of God to know the Scriptures and hide them in our hearts. When we are 
in times of trouble and cannot even think of what to pray, the words of saints that have gone 
before us can be our guide. “This is my comfort in my affliction: for thy word hath quickened 
me” (Ps. 119:50). Praying through the psalms is also an excellent way to teach yourself how to 
pray. Usually we tend to pray very man-focused prayers, but using the psalms can show us how 
to be more God-focused instead. And what better guide is there to praying according to the will 
of God than the very word of God?  

Sing or pray Psalter #234 

September 7 Read Jonah 3    

In Jonah 3:10, we read that “God repented of the evil, that he has said that he would do unto 
them; and he did it not.” Does this mean that God changed his eternal plan in response to 
Nineveh’s repentance? No, of course not. From eternity He had purposed to save Nineveh. 
Although he uses the people’s repentance here as a means to serve his end, it was still all the 
work of God. “Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world” (Acts 15:18). 

What a comfort the eternal providence of God is to his people! We can never do anything to alter 
his plan for our salvation. All circumstances are under his power and he uses even our weakest 
moments to accomplish his divine purposes. Nothing happens by chance, but by the will of our 
heavenly Father. 

Sing or pray Psalter #81 


