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 One of the most important things that Peter says about Christian witnessing in I Peter 

3:15 is that our witness is first of all our conduct.  Certainly we must speak of our faith and hope, 

but we may not, must not, forget that our conduct also “speaks,” often more loudly than our 

words.  Even before we speak we must act!  Peter implies in this verse that we will not even have 

good opportunity to speak as witnesses if our witness is not first of all our conduct. 

 Peter shows us this in three different ways in this passage of God’s Word.  First of all, he 

talks about those who ask us a reason of the hope that is in us.  Clearly, this means that as 

Christians we have the hope of eternal life and the assurance of salvation, each one of us for 

ourselves.  More importantly it means that we have that hope so strongly that it is evident in our 

lives, so evident that even an unbeliever can see it and ask us about it. 

 Is this true of you, Young People?  Do you have that hope?  Can others, even unbelievers, 

see that you live by that hope?  You understand, don’t you, that if you do indeed have that hope, 

then others will ask you about it because they will be able to see it in you?  Think back, then, and 

ask yourself whether anyone has ever asked you a reason of the hope that is in you, either by 

mocking it or by wondering at it. 

 We can understand this best if we remember that Peter is talking to believers as spiritual 

strangers and pilgrims (1:1).  The idea here is that if we live as strangers and pilgrims in this 

world, unbelievers will ask us why we are different, and what makes us the way we are.  Then, 

though they may not realize it, they are asking about our hope, for it is that hope that makes us 

strangers and pilgrims. 

 The second way in which Peter reminds us that our conduct is our first witness is with the 

admonition that begins the verse, “Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.” Without going into a 

detailed explanation of this phrase, Peter is simply saying that we must make our hearts the holy 

dwelling place of God Himself, and that is the essence of all holy living, for the presence of God 

will transform our whole life. Peter, then, is saying much the same thing that Paul says in I 

Corinthians 6:19, where he asks the question, “What? Know ye not that your body is the temple 

of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God?” Only Peter makes it an admonition, 

reminding us of our calling to keep ourselves holy and purify our souls that God may be pleased 

to dwell within us. 

 The third way in which Peter teaches us that we must witness by our conduct is to be 

found in verse 16, where he talks about having a good conscience. As we all know, a good 

conscience comes in the way of holiness and obedience. Without a holy walk our conscience will 

only plague and torment us. That too is important in witnessing. If we do not have a good 

conscience we will never be bold in witnessing, but will be shame-faced and hesitant. Only a 

good conscience before God can give us boldness to speak of our hope in God. 

 Note too that Peter follows the admonition to sanctify the Lord in our hearts, with the 

command to be ready to give an answer: “Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready . . . 

.” Peter is saying two things. He is saying that if our conduct is holy we will have to be ready to 

witness with our mouths, because unbelievers will surely see that we are not like them and will 

ask about that difference. In other words, holy behaviors will give us constant opportunity to 

witness with our mouths. 



 The second thing Peter is saying is that our holy conduct is our readiness to witness by 

speaking of our hope. As long as we are unholy we are not spiritually fit or competent to speak 

of the things of God, and will not be able to give a good witness to others even by our speech. 

This certainly ought to make us pause and think. Why is it that we find it so difficult to speak of 

our faith? Why does our testimony seem so ineffective? Is it that we have not sanctified the Lord 

in our hearts? Probably it is. 

 We must be careful, too, that we do not use the idea that our conduct is our first witness 

as an excuse not to speak of our faith. We often do that don’t we? When we are reminded of our 

failure to speak of Christ and of our faith in Him, then we excuse ourselves by saying that our 

conduct is our witness. The point is then that our conduct is not our only witness, but only the 

beginning of it. And what is more, if our conduct is really a witness then we will also be unable 

to avoid the opportunity to witness with our speech, and will be both ready and eager to do so. 

That we so not speak of our hope is, then, not an indication that our conduct is a good witness, 

but that it is not witness! A failure to confess Christ is always a symptom of a deeper spiritual  

problem., a lack of sanctification and a testimony that we have made out hearts temples of idols 

rather than temples of the Lord God. 

 What I am saying, Young People, is that there is an important and necessary connection 

between witnessing and holiness. Without holiness you will not and cannot be ready to witness 

nor will you have opportunity to do so. The calling to witness, therefore, is first of all the calling 

to be holy as the Lord your God is holy (II Pet. 1:15, 16). 

 To all of this it should be added that this view of witnessing makes witnessing something 

very natural and an integral part of our life, not something mechanical and forced, like door-to-

door salesmanship. It can even be said, I think, that these things are for the most part substitutes 

for holiness and a living hope, brought in where the true power of witnessing, the power of 

holiness has disappeared. Surely, it is evident that the witness of a holy life, followed by a 

readiness to speak and resulting in such readiness, is also a far more effective witness that any of 

these other things I have mentioned. What else shows clearly the transforming power of God’s 

grace, the beauty of Christ, and the splendor of the hope of eternal life, than the living, speaking 

witness of the child of God, whose whole existence has been transformed by these things. 

 Young People, sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready – be ready always – 

and be ready to give an answer to everyone that asks you a reason of the hope that they are able 

to see in you. 
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