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By night Nicodemus came to see Jesus. 

It was not night simply in the natural sense of the word. Plainly Nicodemus was in the dark 

about certain truths. 

What Nicodemus was concerned about, we are not told. We may be sure however that he 

was seeking light about something that troubled him greatly. 

But Jesus did not even give him the opportunity to ask a question. Was He not too rude and 

abrupt? No! We read that Jesus answered him and this was after Nicodemus said, “Rabbi, we know 

that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 

God be with him.” In love Jesus answers Nicodemus. 

And Jesus’ answer to this statement is, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” This reveals that Nicodemus, and we, must be 

taught about the matter of what is absolutely essential, if one is to see the kingdom of God. The 

incident revolves around the matter of faith. Jesus speaks of seeing and Nicodemus had spoken of 

knowing. Faith is both knowing and seeing the things of God’s kingdom. And what faith requires 

is the wonder of being born again. Without it one will never see the kingdom of God at any time or 

to any degree. 

Now that kingdom of God is elsewhere in Scripture sometimes called the kingdom of 

heaven. Jesus does that in His sermon on the kingdom — which is a better name for it than the 

sermon on the mount — and often when He began a parable. The kingdom of God and the 

kingdom of heaven are the same reality but from different points of view. 

When it is called the kingdom of God, it means the kingdom brought into being by God and 

existing for His glory. It is the kingdom ruled by God and wherein all points to God and glories 

Him. It is the kingdom where God is all in all. As the kingdom of heaven it is this same realm from 

the viewpoint of its beauty and blessedness for us, because there we have intimate, covenant 

fellowship with God in a realm of everlasting blessedness and happiness. 

Faith is a certain knowledge and an assured confidence. To have faith is to be able to see 

that kingdom and believe that it does really exist. It means to believe and be assured that you are a 

citizen in that kingdom. And even as seeing a certain beautiful mountain scene is to enjoy it, so 

seeing God’s kingdom is knowing its beauty and wanting to live in it fully. 

Now the main truth that Jesus teaches Nicodemus and us here in John 3:3 is what is 

required, what makes it possible for us to see that kingdom and enjoy its blessings, and then be 

absolutely sure that it exists and that our citizenship is in it. The truth Jesus teaches us here is that 

being born again is the prerequisite to faith. Being born again, in other words, is required before 

there is any possibility whatsoever of having faith that there is such a kingdom, and that we belong 

to it. Faith is not a prerequisite to entering the kingdom. Being born again is the prerequisite to 

having faith that there is such a kingdom for us. 

Jesus certainly is speaking here of entering into that kingdom. He means much more than 

merely to see it from afar. We can and do enter it while we are still on earth in this life. We enter it 

the moment we are born again. We do not always see it the moment we are born again. John the 

Baptist was born again, that is, had the life of that kingdom of heaven, even before he was born 

physically, or else he would not have leaped in his mother’s womb, when Mary, carrying the 

Christ-child came and greeted his mother. But we are in that kingdom the moment the life of that 



kingdom comes into us. In fact, if you take the two Greek words of born again, you have the verb 

“born” and the adverb “from above”, that is, out of heaven. We have to be in the kingdom before 

we have faith, before we can see the kingdom and believe that there is such a kingdom. 

We deal therefore here with a prerequisite that only God can fulfill. Jesus is not telling 

Nicodemus what he must do, but what God must do before we can see the kingdom of God. Who, 

of the billions of people that were born into this world came because of what they did? Which one 

was born into this life because he asked for it or wanted it? You cannot be a born-again Christian 

by asking for it. You have to be born again, or you do not want to be a citizen in it, for you cannot 

even see that there is such a kingdom. 

Young people listen to what Jesus says and not what men like to preach. No one is saved 

because of conditions which he fulfills. Salvation from beginning to end is God’s work. We act, 

enjoy salvation, praise and thank God for it. But listen to what Paul says in Romans 11:36: “For of 

Him, and through Him, and unto Him are all things.” We give God nothing. He gives us everything 

that we have. Salvation from beginning to the end is His work. No one gets anything from God 

because he first gave something unto God. He caused our earthly hearts to beat before we were 

even conscious of the need for it. God is always first and never has to wait for a creature to do 

something. 

You must hold on to this truth and preserve it in our churches in the ages to come. Our 

churches came into being and were set apart by God in His grace to defend and preserve this truth. 

Being born again, being brought into the life of His kingdom God fills the prerequisite for us to 

have faith and to enjoy the blessings of that kingdom through that faith. Faith is not the condition, 

the prerequisite for entering the kingdom. God does NOT promise every one of us that if we 

believe then He will save us. He has to begin salvation in us, that is, cause us to be born again, 

before we can believe, Jesus says that very plainly to Nicodemus. HOLD ON to that truth! Keep 

our churches in pure doctrine! 

There can then also be no free offer to all who hear the preaching of the gospel. Those not yet born 

again, those in whom God has not already begun the work of salvation, cannot see the kingdom, 

and therefore cannot want it. Would the all-wise God be so foolish as to offer, sincerely offer 

salvation to those who have no spiritual life? No man is foolish enough to offer anything to a dead 

man. It dishonors God to say that He does something that foolish. 

Man does not help the almighty God. God has no temporary grace that comes to an end 

when man does not accept His offer. Read Malachi 3:6: “For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore 

ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.’’ Except God causes spiritually dead sinners to be born again, 

unless He fulfills this prerequisite, these sinners cannot see the kingdom, will not want it and will 

not believe that there is such a kingdom. 

Faith is not a prerequisite to salvation but a part of it that is God’s gift to us. Look at 

Ephesians 2:8-10. We are saved by grace, not by works which we perform. Listen to this: “For by 

grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest 

any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 

which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

Did you notice that we are created unto good works and thus unto faith? Our act of 

believing was before we performed it, ordained by God so that we would walk in it. It was not an 

act we created, we brought into being, we presented to God, and whereby we fulfilled a condition 

so that now He could do what He wanted, namely, save us. 

Embrace this truth of God fulfilling the conditions, the requirements of our faith. Preserve 

it, by God’s grace, in our churches in the years to come. 
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