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 The subject of this article has been assigned to me. I mention this, you must understand, 

not with the idea in mind to criticize but rather to pay due respect. The committee or board could 

scarcely have acted more appropriately in choosing this topic for the feature article which is to 

appear in “Beacon Lights” in the beginning of the year 1957. The reason for this is plain: this 

topic bears such a weighty thought. A thought that should occupy the central position in all our 

contemplation, not only in the new year but in every new month, new week, new day and new 

moment in our lives. I dare to say the most important thought. 

 By this time we well know that that thought is the Church Service. And, I hasten to add, 

that this does not include the thought of variety which also appears in my topic. For as it is 

connected in this topic with the church service, the idea is, of course, a change from our usual 

procedure. This I would never advocate. 

 As young people, therefore, of the Prot. Ref. Church who confess the purest 

manifestation of the truth, and that by grace, let us properly fix in our minds the idea of the 

church service. There are several reasons which establish her importance. First and foremost is 

the fact that it is God’s service, that is, the service of the I AM. Even as God Himself establishes 

His covenant, “I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed…”; even as God 

dwells with His people and sovereignly brings His church through the fierce trials of the Old 

Dispensation witnessing that, “I am thy God that brought thee forth…”; even so in the church 

service God witnesses that it is He Who thus dwells with His people who worship Him. Second, 

and like unto the first, is the fact that it is God’s service and that in His sanctuary. In this 

adorable and holy place, which is not so because of the building but because of the presence of 

Majesty – God, God reveals His face through His Word and by His Spirit so that we see Christ in 

whom it pleased God to reveal Himself. From this it is apparent that we have an obligation when 

in God’s sanctuary: “God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and 

in truth.” Third and final is the fact that it is God’s service in His sanctuary performed through 

the various offices of the church. Hence for this very reason God established offices in His 

church for His service. Eph. 4:11-13. 

 From the preceding facts we may conclude that the church service is the will and purpose 

of God in Christ Jesus and by His Spirit whereby He gathers, leads, directs and guides all those 

who are the objects of His love in Christ and the center of the creation of God because of Christ 

into a saving knowledge and wisdom which is revealed in His sanctuary through the means of 

which they are prepared to sit with God in the heavenly sanctuary forever. Thus the church 

service is God’s service and of the loftiest importance for the objects of His love. 

 There are several aspects or parts to this service. They are all necessary but to comment 

sufficiently on them would require more than the number of pages allotted to me. Briefly, 

however, let me state that all these aspects presuppose the participants. The participants are the 

entire congregation and they participate in the entire service. That is the fact and that is the way 

it should be. The minister, by virtue of his high appointment by Christ through the church into 

his office, is the central spokesman who performs the various functions of the important church 

service. A choir, which is composed of a representative few of the congregation and can be 

found in many churches, has no separate pews or place or calling and therefore have no place in 

that service. Their place is with the entire congregation. There are other offices we know, yet the 



minister is the leader. He leads in all the parts of the service which can be divided into these 

three groups: (a) The group containing the symbolism as connected with the declarations of 

blessing. This is the salutation and the benediction with the votum. (b) The second group can 

readily be seen to be centered about the exposition of the Word of God. Included in this is the 

Scripture reading, the prayer, songs; the Law or the confession (apostles’ creed); and the 

offering. (c) The final group can be labeled as those aspects that concern our forms, such as 

sacraments, ordinations, marriage, etc. 

 It is true that the above groups are self-explanatory. However, it is necessary to say a 

word about the first group, that is, the part of symbolism. When the minister stretches forth his 

arms and declares the blessings we should not imagine that grace flows forth from his fingers. If 

we imagine this, we err. However, as symbol it is extremely important and we must by all means 

retain it, for it witnesses of the spiritual reality of the wings of God as He shelters His own in the 

pavilion of grace and showers them with blessings in spiritual places 

 It should become evident now that if we put our topic into a question form that my 

answer would be an emphatic NO. From the very nature of the service, the particular 

participation of the entire congregation of whom the ambassador of Christ is leader, and other 

reasons mentioned, it is evident that we utilize the correct method and conceive of it properly. 

 The question has often been asked whether or not someone other than the minister may 

read the Scripture and the law as was the custom some time ago in various churches. To this we 

reply that there truly is none other more capable of reading that portion of Scripture than he who 

has contemplated on it in dealing with his text. Besides, as the one sent officially by Christ for 

the very purpose of leading, the minister should by all means lead also in this field. 

 Our people have asked the question whether or not we may read parts of our three forms 

of unity in the place of the Apostles’ Creed or law? Here again I would answer no, because of the 

exact Scriptural content, brevity and comeliness of those in use. But in all friendliness to our 

young people and without casting any disparaging remarks upon our comely and important 

confessions, I would advise ourselves that a good place and time to read our three forms of unity, 

as well as the Scriptures themselves, is just prior to the church service. This provides excellent 

meditation for us and has proven very fruitful. 

 So we do well as young people to contemplate at the new year and every new moment in 

history on the loftiest thought of all: God with His people in His Sanctuary. Then we see that we 

are more than conquerors and we hopefully view each new moment as one nearer to the perfect 

Sanctuary of God in glory, which is eternal in the heavens. 
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