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 After I had agreed to write upon this subject for Beacon Lights, I somewhat regretted my 

decision. I certainly do not feel myself to be any sort of authority on this subject. The letter 

requesting this article on this particular subject referred to popular literature as including that 

which we find on today’s magazine racks. This then would include all current publications in the 

magazine world and I believe, comic books. While such things as comic books are primarily 

produced for the extremely young, yet due to their popularity among the younger set, we 

certainly may spend a few minutes’ time considering them. My acquaintance with comic books 

is limited to what I am able to read of them in the daily paper. For me, this is enough. If one can 

believe what the writers of the daily papers write in regards to this brand of literature, then they 

certainly have no place in the Christian home. They may, collectively, be classified as trash. It is 

astounding how many adolescents who find themselves in conflict with the law of the state, 

freely admit that the desire to engage in some unlawful activity was brought about by their 

becoming acquainted with a particular type of crime through the comic book. I do not like to 

think of our covenant children becoming acquainted with this type of literature. I do not like to 

believe that covenant parents would buy this type of literature for their covenant offspring. 

Certainly, if they do, they do so at the instigation of the devil, who loves to lead God’s people 

astray. What better way would there be than to pervert the minds of the young? 

 However, I think when we speak of popular literature in the world today, we mean more 

that type of literature that would appeal to the adult. Magazines with stories of common, ordinary 

people, people with normal lives except for some extraordinary trait that warrants publication. I 

do not think I have to mention any magazines by name to tell you what is popular today. Look at 

any magazine rack and see what type of magazine is most prominently displayed. Oh, I know 

you will find those that you would not be ashamed to read, that you do not have to hide when the 

minister comes over. There are those, but they certainly are not popular. Natural man today, as is 

always the case, desires and demands the basest and filthiest types of literature to satisfy the lust 

of his darkened heart and mind. I say, this is always the case, yet as time goes by, and this world 

rapidly approaches the end of all things, there also is a more rapid development of sin in the 

heart of the natural man. What society perhaps frowned upon a century ago, today is accepted as 

a matter of course. It may be safely said that what today, openly and plainly reveals itself upon 

the publication stands of this land, would at least have been hidden from the eye of 20 or 30 

years ago. In the past two decades this country has gone from a condition of national depression 

to a condition of national prosperity. Along with this change has come a more abundant display 

of all things which appeal to the carnal, natural man. Where previously the means to procure that 

which the natural man desired was extremely limited, today he has an abundance of this world’s 

goods to satisfy his carnal desires. Prosperity is not good for the natural man. And a truer picture 

of natural man cannot be found anywhere than in what he reads. Young people, let us not be 

naïve about these things. Those magazines that you see displayed are not there just to take up 

space, to fill up the racks. They are there because there is such a demand. They occupy such a 

prominent place on the rack and they require so much space on the rack just because their 

prominence and their popularity are in direct proportion to their demand. You do not have to 

guess what this country wants, by and large, to fill their reading habits. Look at the magazine 

racks and you have the answer. 



 If you are in the habit of reading the editorial page in your daily newspaper, you will 

many times find contributions demanding the popular literature of our day. Frequently the papers 

themselves will attempt to wage a crusade and convince the publishers that their publications 

should be made more respectable. Sometimes it seems as though the glimmerings of natural light 

still exist, and natural man is able to take stock of himself and to recognize himself for the 

depraved creature that he is. Then he says that, if only the temptations that surround him would 

not be so enticing to his flesh, if only society would eliminate that which his natural heart 

desires, if only his eye could not see and his intellect could not discern, he could be a better man. 

What a fool the natural man is. He believes that if he is not able to satisfy the longings of his 

heart, then the longing will disappear. Because his heart is foolish his mind is also foolish. The 

wisdom of this world is foolishness in all things. Therefore, his attempts to make respectable that 

which is not respectable, his endeavours to cleanse that which is nothing but filthiness, are also 

doomed to failure. Hence, we cannot expect that which we find as popular literature today to 

ever do anything but to become more degrading than it already is. 

 Recently I paged through some magazines as they were stacked on the rack. It is hard to 

believe that the laws of the state permit that type of pictures and stories to be printed. It would be 

foolishness to say that we cannot condemn these magazines in the strongest terms without 

reading them in their entirety or even in part. It has been said that a critic may not criticize until 

he at least has made an attempt to become familiar with that which he would criticize. Not so in 

this case. We need have no compunctions about branding this popular literature as nothing but 

trash and to be treated as such. 

 There is still another type of literature that is extremely popular today. This is not the 

same type of literature that we have been writing of, yet is in a certain way related to it. I have 

reference especially to the books of the type which deal primarily with the philosophy of modern 

man and his conception of the various political “isms” in the world today. A good example 

would be the late Wendell Wilkie’s One World. In this and various other manuscripts is found a 

philosophy which is becoming increasingly popular among the people of the world and 

especially in the modern church world of America. This philosophy basically and briefly is that 

all men together should live at peace with one another and should literally become brothers. I 

call this a philosophy because essentially that’s all that it is. We know that God’s plan is not that 

all men should be at peace with one another but that in these latter times there should be wars 

and rumors of wars. The doctrine of natural man then becomes revealed as an idea that if he can 

avoid these pitfalls of wars and rumors of wars he can then frustrate God’s counsel and so assure 

himself and his posterity an endless number of generations upon this earth. This philosophy was 

also present just previous to the tower of Babel, when men said that they would be one people 

and would become as God. You will note the analogy between man’s philosophy of that day and 

today. 

 In light of what we know concerning the popular literature of today and the depravity of 

the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Abraham, you will again note the similarity 

between the people of that day and today. I do not have to repeat that history. Young people, we 

are living in the latter day. This literature which we have today is also a sign of the times. Let us 

heed it as such. 

 “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. Put on the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 

not with flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of darkness 



of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole 

armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 

Ephesians 6:10-13 
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