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The words, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind,” are not new to any of us, yet I wonder how often we really understand 

what they imply. Thou shalt LOVE the Lord. What really is love? 

Perhaps the question is somewhat obtuse, and the answer even more so, but there is an 

answer to be found. 

For the purpose of legitimacy Webster was consulted, with dubious success. According to 

the dictionary, Love is: “The benevolence attributed to God as being like a fathers affection to 

his children; (or) mens adoration of God.” This is all very nice, but actually tells us about love, 

rather than telling us what love is. 

We can look around us for a definition of love also. Right now, approximately ninety 

percent of the girls reading this are paying only half-attention to what I am saying. They’re half-

thinking/dreaming about the man in their lives. I think it hardly necessary to point out where the 

boys’ thoughts are. The physical attraction of boy to girl, though very normal and wonderful, is 

hardly love in its truest sense. Nor is love the purple passion slobbered from every billboard and 

television set in the land. Love is much greater, much purer, much more exciting than that. 

God Himself has given us an accurate definition of love: In the first epistle general of 

John, chapter four, verse sixteen we read: “And we have known and believed the love that God 

hath to us. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” Love is 

the dwelling of God in man and man in God THROUGH God. 

This means that love is not just a dormant feeling to keep us warm on a cold night, or 

secure in life’s crises. Love is that, of course, but it is much more than that. Love, as the 

indwelling of God in man, manifests itself in overt acts. Christ says in Matthew twenty-two: 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind, 

(and) . . . Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Love manifests itself in active obedience to 

God’s law (with the mind); total, singular allegiance unto Him (with the soul); and in love to our 

fellow Christian. One aspect of God’s love, or, rather, our love toward Him, cannot be 

completely separated from the other, nor can any aspect function as an independent unit; yet I 

cannot help but wonder if, in the concern about the aspects of our love already mentioned, we do 

not often ignore the love of the heart. 

When questioned about your love for God, I am reasonably certain that each one of you 

would not deny that you love Him. You go to a Christian school, are faithful in attending church, 

catechism, etcetera. You have most of the overt manifestations of love of God. 

But what is inside? Do you walk with God? As you grope for the strands of 

consciousness in the early hours of the dawn, do you feel Him near? When the wind brushes 

your face with the bristles of her brush as you walk down the street, do you feel Him near? When 

your heart fills with the almost-ache of gladness, do you feel Him near? Do you feel that ache of 

inexpressible joy when your thoughts turn to Him? Do you ever long for Heaven? 

Is God with you as you pile high the books and head for class with a sigh? Do you feel 

Him near as you turn toward home at the end of day? Is He near you through each step of the 

way? 

Do YOU walk with God? 

Loving God with all your heart is as conscious an act as obeying His laws with your mind 



and strength, and as aware an act as believing His existence with our mind and soul. It is as vital 

an act as the loyalty of soul-love. Loving God with your heart means rejoicing in Him through 

each moment, through each day. It is a constant, conscious awareness, of His love toward you, 

and a constant heart-aching for Him. It is a conscious yearning toward Him, yet a constant 

awareness of His presence in you. Loving God with all your heart is, simply, constantly walking 

with Him. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.” 

Do YOU walk with God? 

 

Originally Published in 

Vol 28 No 9 January 1969 


