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This is the third in a series of articles which concerns itself with Anglo-Israelism as it is 

represented by Herbert W. Armstrong.  Those who have followed this series, will know that 

Herbert W. Armstrong is the founder and editor of the monthly periodical, The Plain Truth, and 

is founder of the radio broadcast The World Tomorrow.  The official name of the “church” 

founded by Armstrong is the RADIO CHURCH OF GOD. There are commentators who have 

referred to this church and the theories held by Armstrong as “the new Galatianism.” Implied in 

this name is a righteousness which is by works. This is a “gospel” which is not the Gospel (cf. 

Galatians 1:6-8). 

The inside story of THE WORLD TOMORROW
 
broadcast is sketchy. Armstrong is 

reported to have begun his life in the business world as air advertising and promotional man. He 

worked for the Merchants Trade Journal in Des Moines. Iowa. Armstrong was highly 

unsuccessful for several years. An advertising business was wiped out in 1920 by depression. In 

1924 Armstrong moved to the Pacific Northwest and here two businesses were failures. 

Armstrong was “converted” through the influence of his wife. After many disagreements 

she convinced him that her new found “faith” was the way to peace and happiness. Her new-

found “faith” demanded obedience to God's spiritual laws which are summed up in the ten 

commandments. Keeping these commandments was necessary for salvation because by the 

keeping of these commandments one turns from disobedience to obedience as a prior condition 

to receiving God’s free gift. Armstrong could not at first accept this "faith” of his wife because 

he looked back to his Sunday School days when he had been taught that works were not 

necessary to gain salvation. Finally, however, he seemed to conclude that his wife had found the 

“truth”. 

In June, 1931, Armstrong began an evangelistic campaign in Eugene, Oregon. This 

campaign resulted in the founding of Ambassador College in Pasadena, California, in the 

founding of the Plain Truth Magazine in February, 1934, and in the founding of the WORLD 

TOMORROW RADIO PROGRAM in January, 1934. Today there are branch headquarters in 

Vancouver, Br. Columbia; Johannesburg, South Africa; New South Wales, Australia; Manila in 

the Philippine Islands: Dusseldorf, West Germany; and Geneva, Switzerland. An Ambassador 

College has also been founded in St, Albans, Hertfordshire, England. 

Roderick Meredith, the biographer of Armstrong, writes The Inside Story of the World 

Tomorrow Broadcast. In this biography, Meredith is at great pains to disprove any association of 

the WORLD TOMORROW BROADCAST or the RADIO CHURCH OF GOD with Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, the Seventh-Day Adventists, or the Mormons. Meredith says, “. . . there never was 

any association in any way with any such sects as some accusers have falsely claimed.” 

The Seventh-Day Adventist denomination has done a complete resume of Herbert W. 

Armstrong and his association with them. George Burnside writes for the Ministerial Association 

and the Seventh-Day Adventist Church in Bulletin for the Ministerial Association of Seventh-

Day Adventist Ministers as follows: 

Mr. Armstrong is an off-shoot of an off-shoot of an off-shoot of the Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church. 

It is claimed in this report of George Burnside, Ministerial Association Secretary, that 

Armstrong joined a church which had apostatized from the main branch of the Seventh-Day 



Adventist Church. This group called themselves the Church of God (Adventist). Sometime later 

Armstrong followed a group in another split which called themselves the Church of God 

(Seventh-day). After this Armstrong went on his own calling his church THE RADIO CHURCH 

OF GOD. By this time, he had accepted British Israelism and was not completely compatible in 

his beliefs with the Church of God (Seventh-day). 

 

The Theology of the Radio Church of God 

 
Mr. Armstrong’s theology in many areas paralleled Seventh-Day Adventism. His 

insistence upon the observance of the Seventh-day Sabbath, his insistence upon an abstinence 

from certain articles of food as unclean, his maintaining a general Adventist system of prophetic 

interpretation, his extreme legalism and observance of feasts, and his denunciation of the 

doctrines of hell and eternal punishment for which he substituted the Adventist doctrine of the 

annihilation of the wicked are all very similar to Seventh-day Adventist theology. 

Armstrong also owes a debt to Jehovah’s Witnesses. He agrees with them because he also 

denies the doctrine of the Trinity and the bodily resurrection of Christ. 

Armstrong is likewise indebted to the Mormon Church. His insistence that man may become 

as God was appropriated from the Mormons with no acknowledgement to Joseph Smith or 

Brigham Young. 

Armstrong claims like so many other non-Christian cultists that he received a Divine 

mandate. This is no different than the various cultist claims of the ancient period in the history of 

the Christian Church. “The Montanists, Gnostics. Marcionites, and Ebionites all believed that 

they had received a Divine mandate to propagate their heretical and anti-Christian views. 

Armstrong claims that his church is separate from the apostate Church. The apostate 

church is the Mother of more than 500 daughter denominations who call themselves “Christian” 

but God calls them “Mystery, Babylon the Great.” Armstrong speaks the truth in the context of 

falsehood. He hereby claims that RADIO CHURCH OF GOD is the extension of the true church. 

THE RADIO CHURCH OF COD denies the Trinity and insists upon the divinity of man. 

Armstrong says: "You are setting out on a training to become creator — to become God.” In this 

sense he is like the Mormons because they believe and teach the rationalistic and anti-Christian 

doctrine of the perfectibility of man.  Man can become gods and members of the God-family. 

This was and is the devil’s lie. He came with this lie to Adam and Even in the perfection of 

Paradise. 

Armstrong denies the Trinity because he has no room in his theology for the deity or 

personality of the Holy Spirit. He reduces the divinity of the Spirit of God to the “love of God ” 

In his ramblings he reminds one of the cultists of the second century in the ancient church. Every 

major cult has perverted and corrupted the doctrine of the Trinity. 

In the theological system of Armstrong the “new birth” has been given a new twist. 

Armstrong divides “new birth” into two segments. The first segment includes the impregnation 

of life by the Holy Spirit of God. This is called “begetting.” The “new birth” itself takes place 

not at the moment of faith nor at conception but at the resurrection of the body. Followers of Mr. 

Armstrong’s thinking must await rebirth until the final resurrection. One’s whole life is a 

gestation period which begins with the first conception and must depend for its final culmination 

upon the keeping of the commandments. Armstrong's views deny the Scriptural teaching of Paul 

that salvation is an accomplished fact. Salvation according to the Bible is a present possession 

(Titus 3:4-7, Romans 6:5). 



The resurrection of Christ has been redefined in the system of Armstrong until it comes 

to mean “merely the conquest of death by the spiritual nature of Jesus”. 

Armstrong denies the Biblical doctrine of salvation and atonement. Salvation according to 

Armstrong is a “process”. He claims that the Bible reveals “that none is as yet saved.” “. . . 

people have been taught falsely that Christ completed the plan of salvation on the cross when 

actually it was only begun there.” The Bible definitely teaches that salvation is an accomplished 

fact (Cf. Hebrews 1:3, Hebrews 9:26, 28.) 

Armstrong insists that the law or the ten commandments must be kept in order to be 

saved. We know that the Bible teaches that we have the law written in our hearts (that’s the 

Church) and that we walk by grace according to the law of God. We do all of these things in 

principle because we are saved. It is impossible for one not to do this who has been ingrafted into 

Christ. (See Heidelberg Catechism, Questions and Answers 63 and 64.) 

Armstrong also teaches a universalism — all men are saved. He does this when he 

teaches a millennial second chance for unregenerate men. 

Armstrong is an advocate of keeping the Mosaic system which required the abstinence 

from certain foods. All of these things have been abrogated by the Holy Spirit and the RADIO 

CHURCH OF GOD has contrary to the Scriptures reimposed them upon the adherents to its 

theological system. This is not Christianity. This is anti-Scriptural. This is anti-Christian. 

Armstrong also indicts God for the sinful nature of man. Armstrong virtually makes God 

the author of sin. He says: “God had made man’s natural mind so that it wants to do things that 

are contrary to His laws . . .” In Romans 8:7 the Scriptures teach . . the carnal mind is enmity 

against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” This text does not 

teach that God is the author of sin. It only teaches the inability of the carnal mind to do anything 

but sin once it has become subject to the bondage of sin. By grace we are saved. 

The Apostle John says concerning sin: "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 

your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, 

because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 

and the father of it. John 8:44. James says concerning sin in a man: “Let no man say when he is 

tempted, I am tempted of Cod: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 

man: But every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his lust, and enticed.” James 1:13-14. 

The Armstrong cult insists that Christ had a sinful nature that needed to be made perfect. 

Christ according to Armstrong had to cleanse himself from sin and every man must go through 

the same cleansing process. Christ becomes really an example for the church according to 

Armstrong. This is the same as the teaching of the moralist and the Modernist of the twentieth 

century. This teaching of Armstrong is also contrary to the correct understanding of the term 

“perfecting” in the Scriptures. To “perfect” when used in connection with the man Christ Jesus, 

our Lord, who is also very God and therefore a real righteous man, means to come to completion. 

To maintain what Armstrong teaches is once again a denial of James 1:13-14 (see above) and is a 

denial of Hebrews 2:10. “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect (to bring 

the captain of their salvation to completion, A.L.) through sufferings.” This is a historical fact. 

God in Christ Jesus works through history because he has chosen so to work. It is also a denial of 

Hebrews 5:9: “And being made perfect: (complete — A.L.) he became the author of eternal 

salvation unto all them that obey him.” 

Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong who has been described by one magazine, as “Mr. Confusion” 

is someone that must be read with extreme caution. The lie comes in the garb of the truth in 



much so-called preaching today. This is also true of the programs and magazine articles of Mr. 

Armstrong. 

What does Armstrong think of the Christ? That’s the basic question. 

“Therefore, if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For 

there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders: 

insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.” Matthew 22:23-24. 

 

(I am indebted for much of the factual material concerning the Armstrong theories and Anglo-

Israelism to the book The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter R. Martin. This book was published 

by Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 1965.) 
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