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The Book of Revelation in chapter twelve describes for us in symbolic language the 

church; as she appears in the midst of this world from the heavenly point of view. In verses one 

and two the church, as she was manifest in the old dispensation, is symbolized by a woman with 

child. This is evident from verse five. There we read that the child that she delivers is a man-

child. who was to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. This child was caught up to God’s right 

hand in the heavens. It is the Christ. 

The church is, therefore, symbolized by a woman pained to be delivered of a child. This 

could be said of the church at anytime in the Old Dispensation. The promise of the Seed was 

given already to Adam and Eve in the protevangel of Gen. 3:15. It was because of sin and guilt 

that the church was filled with travail to be delivered of that Seed. For He would take away all 

sin and guilt. He would give her the victory over sin and death. And it was only in Christ that this 

was possible! 

Now as a woman nears the time of delivery her travail increases, but also so does her 

anxiousness for the birth of her child. For at the moment of birth she knows that she will have a 

joy that overcomes all her burdens she now bears. She will have an infant child to love, hold, and 

care for. Thus it was for the church; as the time approached the birth of Christ she was filled with 

more travail. The glory of the theocracy was lost, the temple was incomplete without the ark. 

More and more it was becoming difficult to serve God properly. And it was at this time that the 

church, the true remnant according to election, hoped for the promised Seed without ceasing. 

They looked forward to the unbounded joy that would be theirs in Christ. The birth of Immanuel 

and His walk in our midst would dispel all of the churches burdens. What a day to look forward 

to! But, beloved, what a wonderful day to commemorate! The promised Seed was brought forth! 

He delivered us from our sins, and even now guides us to everlasting glory! 

Also today, the nominally Christian world looks forward with anxiousness to the day we 

commemorate our Lord’s birth. They look forward to the profits that will be made during the 

Christmas buying spree. They look forward to feasting on roast turkey, and to the holiday from 

work. They look forward excitedly to this day, as school children, for it marks the beginning of 

vacation from a week or two of school. They look forward to Christmas bonuses, and to the gifts 

that they will receive. They look for the day of the year that goes far toward being the day when 

the lusts of the flesh are most nearly satisfied. 

Covenant young people, do not allow yourselves to be so wrapped up with this 

atmosphere that you do not see the joy which the church has always held so dear. Pray for grace 

to thank God for the wonderful gift of the Son, Who delivers us from the depths of sin and guilt 

into glory! 
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